
Specialty
Cotton Report 

JULY 2024

ELS and LS

Cotton

World production, consumption

and trade

by country figures

Identity Cotton
Production levels 

by programme

1



Table of 

Contents
Page  9

Long and

Extra Long

Staple

Cotton

Page  28

Identity

Cotton

Production

2



PREFACE 

The report reflects an increasing need to 
report demand and supply statistics on 
extra-long staple (ELS) and long staple 
(LS) cotton. For the purposes of this 
report, “specialty cotton” is any cotton 
that is of Long or Extra Long staple 
variety or falls under any specific 
identity program. Consequently, all 
kinds of long staple cotton, extra-long 
staple cotton, and cotton produced 
under a specific identity program are 
now covered by ICAC in this Report. 
Driven by rising production under 
identity programs and increasing efforts 
by governments to produce these 
specialized ELS and LS cottons, the lack 
of standardization in defining these 
types of cotton across national 
boundaries and the presence of multiple 
identity programs has necessitated the 
creation of a focused Specialty Cotton 
Report. ICAC’s efforts on specialized 
cotton date back to the late 1980s when, 
for the first time, member governments 
asked the ICAC Secretariat to publish 
information on ELS and LS cotton. This 
prompted the creation of the ICAC’s 
Extra Fine Report.
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At the same time, the cotton-textile sector 
continued to evolve. The sector embraced 
climate change and sustainability more 
closely, and saw the rise of the new value-
oriented consumer who demands cotton 
that is climate-friendly, sustainable, free 
of forced or child labor, ensures fair 
prices to its producers, supports 
livelihoods and gender equality, and 
protects the environment. Cotton has 
increasingly needed to demonstrate its 
commitment to supporting global public 
goods to maintain its social license to 
operate based on the approval within key 
stakeholders. To meet the need of this 
new type of consumer, the cotton value 
chain saw the creation of multiple 
identity programs and certifications, 
many of which are benchmarked with 
each other while others stand alone.

We acknowledge that it might take some 
time to perfect a publication, so we 
welcome comments and suggestions at 
Parkhi@icac.org.
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SPECIALITY COTTON PRODUCTION

Specialty cotton currently comprises around 31% of world cotton lint 
production, up by 2% from last season and increasing every season. 
Identity programs that apply different sets of social, environmental 
and economic standards in their production processes together 
comprise around 29% of total world cotton production.

World cotton lint production saw a 3% decline in the 2022/23 season 
due to adverse weather conditions around the globe and included 
problems such as floods, drought, and pest pressure, among others. 
However, the production under specialty cotton increased by 2% in 
the same year, with production under ELS and LS cotton recording 
an increase of 46%.

Several reasons contributed to an increase in ELS and LS production. 
Favorable factors in almost all the major ELS and LS cotton-
producing countries—increased prices, favorable weather, and 
special impetus provided by the respective governments—added 
momentum to production. Many of these increases were driven by 
the promise of increased prices and profitability normally associated 
with high value-added products such as specialty cotton.
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Amongst ELS and LS producers, the countries that stand out are 
Egypt, the US, China, and India, all of them reporting an increase in 
production in the 2022/23 season. Each of them individually accounts 
for a little less than 0.5% of total world production. Table 1 shows the 
production figures of leading producers and Table 2 covers their 
production as a percentage of world level. A detailed analysis of ELS 
and LS cotton market players is covered in the report.

Total production under identity programs remained approximately 
the same, however, the REEL Cotton Program and Responsible 
Brazilian Cotton (ABR) Program (Brazil) showed an impressive 
increase in cotton production where both increased by 41% and 27%, 
respectively. The impressive increase in REEL cotton was due to new 
enrollments and increased production in Bangladesh and India, 
whereas Brazil witnessed an impressive yield and a massive crop and 
successfully increased the total percentage of its crop certified under 
the ABR program.

Amongst the leading identity programs, the Better Cotton Initiative 
(BCI) and equivalents dominate cotton production, covering around 
20.2% of total world cotton production. The Responsible Brazilian 
Cotton (ABR) Program (Brazil) alone accounts for 10.5% of world 
production and is also BCI equivalent. Some other major and 
exceptionally growing identity programs are myBMP (Australia), 
Cotton Made in Africa, and US Cotton Trust Protocol, among others. A 
detailed analysis of identity programs is covered in the report.
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WORLD LEVEL

Long Staple (LS) and Extra Long Staple (ELS) cotton form only a 
small section of global cotton lint production, comprising on average 
around 2% of total world production. Over the years, the production 
of ELS and LS cotton has declined due to their limited demand and 
specific production needs. The definitions of LS and ELS cotton are 
not globally standardized, and each producing and consuming 
country has its own standards to define ELS and LS cotton. Global 
trade for these types of cotton is usually conducted using 
internationally unharmonized HS codes, which makes demand, 
supply, and trade analysis a difficult task. It is often seen that 
exporting countries consider a consignment as long staple (based on 
their national definition); however, the same consignment is 
considered extra-long staple by the importing country (based on 
their national definition).

In the 2022/23 season, the ELS and LS cotton lint production 
increased by 46%, mainly due to an increase in the area under ELS 
and LS cotton. Almost all the leading producers recorded an increase 
in ELS and LS cotton production, led by Egypt, whose production 
increased by 57% compared to the previous season.
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Egypt owes its increase in production to increased prices for cotton in 
2021 up until mid-2022. The setting up of a new cotton marketing 
system in 2019, which aims to encourage cotton cultivation by 
announcing guaranteed prices for each season at the beginning of 
the season, also contributed to this increase by reducing uncertainty 
in the market.

Egypt was followed by India and the United States, which recorded 
increases of 27% and 42%, respectively. While the Indian government 
had given an impetus to the ELS cotton market both in terms of 
domestic production and consumption, with special consideration 
given to ELS cotton in the country’s 2023 financial budget, high 
prices in the United States drove an increased area planted in the 
2022/23 season despite a water shortage in California, its main ELS 
cotton cultivating state. More information on country-wise 
production is covered under the by-country analysis.

Overall, 2022/23 was a good season for ELS and LS cotton production. 
Based on the market sentiment and the sown area under cotton, it is 
projected that for the 2023/24 season, the ELS and LS production will 
be around 387,000 tonnes lower than the 2022/23 season, with 
production led by Egypt, followed by India and the USA.
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ELS AND LS ANALYSIS BY COUNTRY

EGYPT

In 2023, Egypt faced multiple economic challenges, including 
energy and food crises fueled by the Russia and Ukraine conflict, 
conflicts at the Red Sea which impacted their shipments, 
pandemic-related slowdowns, among others. However, the ELS 
and LS cotton market performed comparatively well.

Egypt recorded an increase of 57% in its ELS and LS cotton 
production in the 2022/23 season. As mentioned before, Egypt 
owes its incredible increase in production to the setting up of a 
new cotton marketing system in 2019, which aims to encourage 
cotton cultivation by announcing a guaranteed price for each 
season at the beginning of the season. The prices offered for ELS 
and LS were high, promoting increased area under cotton for the 
2022/23 season.
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Taking into consideration the comparatively lower offered prices 
and market sentiments, it is estimated that the production of ELS 
and LS cotton for the 2023/24 season will be around 2% lower 
than the previous season.

Government intervention has played a very important role in 
providing a fresh boost to Egypt’s cotton lint production. The 
new cotton marketing system, launched in 2019, is governed by 
Egypt’s Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Public Business 
Sector, CATGO, Agriculture Bank of Egypt, chairman of the 
general committee of cotton trade regulation in Egypt, and 
representatives of cotton trading companies. The system 
encourages cotton cultivation by ensuring guaranteed prices. 
These prices are based on public bidding, which sets the auction 
opening price linked to international cotton prices and adds a 
price premium according to the quality of cotton. These prices 
are announced ahead of cultivation, which has provided a major 
boost to cotton production.

Trade
Egypt has very limited capacity to consume ELS and LS cotton 
and mostly produces it for export purposes. In the 2022/23 
season, Egypt was the largest exporter of ELS and LS cotton. Its 
exports were up by 58% compared to the previous season due to 
increased production and are estimated to remain around the 
same level for the 2023/24 season.
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In terms of exports by variety, around 94% of its total ELS and LS 
exports are of long staple cotton. Extra Giza 94, which is a long 
staple variety of cotton, is the highest exported variety of cotton 
and comprises around 77.5% of total ELS and LS exports from 
Egypt, followed by Extra Giza 86 and Giza 95, both long staple 
varieties of cotton.
In terms of countries, Egypt exports around 50% of its total ELS 
and LS cotton to India. Cotton is the third-largest exported 
commodity from Egypt to India. Both countries are long-time 
trade partners in cotton and have had a bilateral trade agreement 
since March 1978 based on a most-favored-nation clause.

Definition and Characteristics
To facilitate and add clarity to the process of handling and 
marketing Egyptian cotton, especially in global markets, the 
government decided to introduce new category names for the 
various staple lengths according to law no. 206. Extra-long staple 
varieties (including Giza 45, 87, 93, and 96) and extra-strength 
varieties (including Giza 92) and newly developed strains will be 
known as Extra Giza. Long staple cotton, including Giza 94, 86, 
and 97, are renamed as Super Giza. Giza 95 and 98 will still be 
marketed under the name of Giza.
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China’s ELS and LS cotton lint production is estimated to fall by 
64% in 2023/24 due to poor conditions for growing cotton and 
dramatic fall in prices for ELS and LS cotton in the 2022/23 season. 
It is currently estimated to be around 27,000 tonnes, the lowest in 
the last few seasons. Some of the area under cotton was also resown 
due to poor weather conditions. Even consumption of ELS and LS 
cotton is estimated to fall by 27% in the 2023/24 season. It is 
expected that the production will recover by next season as the 
price for ELS and LS cotton have revived from the past year; 
however, it is still lower than the historical levels.

CHINA

INDIA

India is a major market for ELS and LS cotton production and 
consumption. Total production of ELS and LS cotton in India in the 
2022/23 season was about 108,000 tonnes, the second highest in the 
world, 27% higher than the previous season, and comprising 0.4% 
of total world cotton production. Production is projected to remain 
the same in the 2023/24 season.

The increase is attributed to a special status and increased 
investments by the Indian government into the ELS and LS cotton 
market production and domestic consumption to produce ELS and 
LS cotton-based textile products. ELS cotton also received a special 
mention in the 2023 financial budget, and five new HS lines were 
created to cover the LS and ELS trade.
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Domestic demand for ELS and LS cotton outpaces the production 
levels in India; therefore, it relies on imports of the same. The 
imports in the 2022/23 season were 10% higher than the previous 
season and are expected to be further 18% higher in the 2023/24 
season. Earlier this year, in February 2024, the Indian government 
also removed the import duty on cotton that exceeds the length of 
32 mm. India sources most of its ELS and LS cotton from Egypt and 
the United States.

Every year at the beginning of the cotton season, the Commission 
for Agriculture Costs and Prices (CACP) announces the Minimum 
Support Price (MSP) for cotton, to give incentive to the cotton 
growers. In terms of staple length and for fixing the MSP, India 
generally considers medium staple length cotton with a staple 
length of 24.5 mm to 25.5 mm and a micronaire value of 4.3 to 5.1, 
and long staple length cotton with a staple length of 29.5 mm to 
30.5 mm and a micronaire value of 3.5 to 4.3. For the 2023/24 
cotton season, the MSP for medium staple length cotton has been 
fixed at Rs. 6620/- per quintal, and for long staple at Rs. 7020/- per 
quintal (https://texmin.nic.in/sites/default/files/Annexure-VII-
Note%20on%20Cotton%20Sector.pdf).
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ISRAEL

Israel’s cotton production in the 2022/23 season was 17,000 tonnes, 
but it is expected to slightly decrease to 14,000 tonnes in 2023/24. 
Israel defines its extra-long staple cotton as having a staple length 
between 39 mm to 42 mm, with long staple cotton having a staple 
length between 36 mm and 40 mm. Israel mostly exports its cotton.
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PAKISTAN

Pakistan is one of the world’s leading consumers and importers of 
ELS and LS cotton. Pakistan consumed 73,000 tonnes of ELS and LS 
cotton in the 2022/23 season and is expected to maintain that level 
of consumption in the 2023/24 season as well.

Pakistan defines the extra-long staple variety of cotton as having a 
staple length exceeding 31 mm, and it defines long staple cotton as 
having a staple length exceeding 28.5 mm but not exceeding 31 
mm. Pakistan meets its domestic consumption needs through 
imports and mostly sources ELS cotton from Egypt and the US. Long 
staple cotton is most heavily sourced from Brazil, the United States, 
and Côte d'Ivoire.
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UNITED STATES

All production reported for the United States in this report is of ELS 
(Pima) cotton. US Pima cotton production has been fluctuating in 
the last few seasons. In the 2022/23 season, it increased by 42%; 
however, it recorded a fall of 33% in the 2023/24 season. It is 
currently projected to rebound and increase in the 2024/25 season. 
The fluctuations in Pima cotton production are mainly caused by 
weather conditions in California (its highest Pima cotton growing 
state) and changes in prices. California is considered to have the 
best conditions for Pima cotton production.

High prices drove increased area planted in 2022/23, despite a water 
shortage in California. In 2023/24, prices declined, and there was a 
shortened season that discouraged producers from planting Pima. 
Pima production in 2024/25 is forecasted to be without these 
outliers, leading to a rebound in the California area planted under 
Pima cotton, as reported by the National Agricultural Statistics 
Service (NASS) acreage report.

In terms of yields, ELS cotton experiences a higher yield than 
upland cotton, mainly because ELS cotton is irrigated while much of 
upland production is not. Even after experiencing fluctuations in 
production, the US continued to remain a leading producer and 
exporter of ELS cotton in the world.

25



By country, the US exports most of its ELS cotton to India, China, 
and Vietnam, together comprising around 70-80% of the USA’s total 
ELS exports. Additionally, US Pima exports have also fallen to Peru 
in the last two seasons, due to a combination of lower supplies of 
Pima and lower demand for cotton in Peru.

There are three USDA programs that support ELS cotton:-

2. Marketing assistance loan program (FSA)
3. ELS competitiveness payment program (AMS)

1. Federal crop insurance program (RMA)
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OTHER PLAYERS

Turkmenistan’s ELS and LS cotton production is estimated to be 
around 15,000 tonnes in the 2023/24 season, with most consumed 
domestically as usual. Turkey also consumed about 15,000 tonnes of 
ELS and LS cotton in the same season. It consumes most of its 
domestic production and also sources small amounts of ELS cotton 
from the US.

Peru is estimated to produce around 16,000 tonnes of ELS and LS 
cotton in the 2023/24 season, 48% more than the previous season. 
In Peru, about 70% of production is of the LS Tanguis variety. Peru 
imports 99% of its total cotton from the United States, including all 
its ELS and LS varieties of cotton.
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COTTON PRODUCTION

UNDER IDENTITY PROGRAMS

Cotton production under Identity Programs has been increasing in 
recent years. Production in the 2021/22 season was 14% higher, 
reaching 7 million tonnes. In the 2022/23 season, it is around the 
same level. The increase in identity program certifications stems 
from consumer demand for sustainable and traceable cotton.

In the 2022/23 season, all the identity programs together comprised 
around 29% of total world cotton production. BCI and its 
equivalents are the largest identity programs in the world, 
representing around 69% of total cotton under identity programs. 
BCI and its equivalents are followed by Cotton Made in Africa, the 
U.S. Cotton Trust Protocol, and Organic Cotton as reported by 
Textile Exchange, among others.
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BCI AND EQUIVALENTS
BCI and equivalents represent around 20.2% of total world cotton 
production. In the 2022/23 season, production under BCI and 
equivalents reduced by 11%, mostly due to the separation of Cotton 
Made in Africa from BCI and equivalents.

While the total figures from BCI and equivalents reported a 
decrease, many BCI equivalents programs reported an increase in 
production in the season. For example, the Responsible Brazilian 
Cotton (ABR) Program (Brazil) reported a 27% increase in 
production, mostly due to exceptional yield and overall increase in 
cotton lint production in Brazil. Even the myBMP (Australia), the 
ICPSS (Israel), and Agro-2 (Greece) reported increases in production 
in the same season.

More farmers joined the Better Cotton program in the 2022/23 
season in Australia and Greece, which contributed to an increase in 
BCI-certified production from these regions. In Israel, there was an 
increase in producer units from 39 to 80 (as reported by BCI), which 
increased its overall domestic production, and the same trend was 
followed by the Better Cotton certified production.

Some regions also reported a decrease in production. Pakistan 
suffered devastating floods in the 2022 season, which led to a 63% 
fall in its BCI-certified cotton production. Mali suffered jassid pest 
infestation, leading to reduced yield and decreased production from 
the country. cotton SA and Better Cotton jointly announced the 
temporary suspension of the Better Cotton Programme in South 
Africa in 2023, which resulted in an 80% fall in BCI-certified cotton 
production from the South Africa region.

32



33



RESPONSIBLE BRAZILIAN COTTON

(ABR) PROGRAM

The ABR program certification is equivalent to the Better Cotton 
Initiative (BCI) certification. In the 2022/23 season, the ABR 
program alone accounted for 10.5% of total world cotton 
production. Additionally, it accounts for more than 50% of total 
production under BCI and its equivalents. Production under the 
ABR program increased by 27% in the 2022/23 season compared to 
the previous season. The main reason for this increase was the rise 
in cotton yields, subsequent production, and the elevated levels of 
production certified by the ABR program.

COTTON MADE IN AFRICA
Cotton lint production under the Cotton Made in Africa program 
represented around 2.1% of total world cotton production and 7% 
of total production under identity programs in the 2022/23 season. 
However, production under CmiA in the 2022/23 season fell by 29% 
due to reduced production in almost all the regions under CmiA.

The African production regions experienced extreme pest 
infestations of cotton jassids. This led to a decrease in cotton 
certified by CmiA from Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Chad, and 
Côte d’Ivoire, among others. While almost all the producing 
countries recorded a decrease, CmiA-certified cotton from Tanzania 
increased by 59% and from Zambia increased by 64%, mainly 
because of an increase in the number of farmers participating 
under CmiA.
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MY BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

PROGRAM (MYBMP) (AUSTRALIA)

The ‘my Best Management Practices’ program is a voluntary farm 
and environmental management system that provides self-
assessment mechanisms, practical tools, and auditing processes to 
ensure that Australian cotton is produced according to best 
practices.

Production under the myBMP has increased over the past years to 
reach around 490,000 tonnes in the 2023/24 season. It is expected to 
increase further in the next season. While myBMP is BCI 
equivalent, not all farmers under myBMP choose to go through BCI 
certification. That is why the total myBMP figures are reported 
separately from BCI and equivalents. Production also certified by 
BCI is mentioned under BCI and Equivalent figures.
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REEL COTTON PROGRAM

Cotton production under the REEL cotton program in the 2022/23 
season increased by 41% to reach 219,000 tonnes, comprising 
almost 1% of total world production. The major reason for the 
increase in production under the REEL program is the rapid 
expansion and more enrollments in the program in India and 
Bangladesh, which led to increased production in India and 
Bangladesh by 133% and 57%, respectively.

In contrast, production in Pakistan under REEL reduced in the same 
season because of the 2022 floods that negatively impacted cotton 
production in this region. The REEL Cotton Programme is a flagship 
three-year agricultural training program by CottonConnect for 
sustainable cotton production.
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UNITED STATES COTTON TRUST

PROTOCOL (USCTP)

The cotton lint production in the 2022/23 season was 8% lower at 
346,000 tonnes due to the drought in Texas, which caused a drop in 
production. USCTP also changed the timing of enrollment between 
the two years, and that change limited the growth in new producers 
for that year. However, for 2023/24, production under USCTP is 
estimated to rebound by 24% to reach 429,000 tonnes. For 2023/24, 
we saw a significant increase in enrollment due to the ability to offer 
some incentives through a USDA Climate Smart grant. The increased 
enrollment was enough to counter the impacts of a second year of 
drought in the Southwest region of the USA. The total production 
under USCTP currently amounts to around 1.4% of total world cotton 
production.

The U.S. Cotton Trust Protocol is the voluntary sustainability 
program for U.S. cotton growers and the traceability platform for all 
U.S. Cotton. The Trust Protocol’s mission is to bring quantifiable and 
verifiable goals and measurements to U.S. cotton production’s key 
sustainability metrics of land use, soil loss, water reduction, soil 
carbon, greenhouse gas emissions, and energy use.
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