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RULES GOVERNING RECORDINGS BY MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES 
ON THE PREMISES OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

BUREAU DECISION 

OF 7 SEPTEMBER 2015 

4 . 4 
 
 

 
 

THE BUREAU OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT, 
 
 

1  having regard to Rule 25(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure, 
 
 

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION: 
 

Article 1 
Definitions 

 
1. For the purpose of these Rules, 'recordings' shall mean all forms of sound and/or image recording 
within the European Parliament’s premises, carried out by media representatives. 

 
2. For the purpose of these Rules, 'media representative' shall mean any person employed or self- 
employed in the field of media. 

 
 

Article 2 
General principles 

 
1. Media accreditation is granted to media representatives for the purpose of parliamentary and 
political reporting and explanation of parliamentary and political activities. 

 
2. Instructions received from the European Parliament’s Directorate for Media (hereinafter 
‘Directorate for Media’) and/or any Security offic ial must be strictly observed. The European 
Parliament reserves the right to modify or withdraw the facilities provided for the media within its  
premises at any moment. 

 
3. Recordings by media representatives are not permitted during the recess period of the European 
Parliament and when no parliamentary activities take place in the buildings in Brussels/Strasbourg,  
except with a specific permission from the Directorate for Media. 

 
4. The use of hidden cameras and/or hidden sound recording equipment is prohibited. 

 
 

Article 3 
Requirements 

 
1. Media representatives shall be in possession of valid media accreditation, issued whether by the 
European Parliament or the Interinstitutional Accreditation Committee. 
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2. In addition to paragraph 1, media representatives shall also be in possession of a recording permit 
for their activities, issued by the Directorate for Media, in order to be entitled to carry out any kind 
of recording in the European Parliament. 

 
 

Article 4 
Acceptance of these Rules 

 
1. Media representatives requesting a recording permit to the Directorate for Media shall be 
supplied w ith a copy of these Rules and shall fill in the form of Annex I undertaking to comply w ith 
them. 

 
2. Without prejudice to paragraph 1, when media representatives accept media accreditation, they 
are presumed to implicitly undertake to comply with these Rules in the European Parliament. 

 
 

Article 5 
Areas where recording is permitted and applicable conditions 

 
1. Except if specif ic security measures are in place, recording is permitted in the follow ing areas 
and subject to the following conditions: 

 
a) In the Chamber 

 

During part-sessions, film camera and sound recording operators and photographers are allowed 
access to the press gallery overlooking the Chamber. 

 
The use of flashes or extra lights is prohibited in the gallery. 

 
b) In other areas 

 

- in all press conferences and press points; 
- in meeting rooms, with the prior authorisation of the chair of the meeting; 
- in the public spaces around meeting rooms; 
- in Members’ offices, with the prior authorisation of the Member concerned and in his or her 

presence; 
- in the access areas of meeting rooms (lobbies), the area around the Chamber and inter-building 

passageways; 
- in the Parlamentarium. 

 
2. Members inviting media representatives to their offices may complete the form of Annex II to 
request a specific recording permit for the team. 

 
3. For recording in areas not listed in paragraph 1 and excluding those areas where recording is  
strictly prohibited under Article 6, special authorisation may be sought by sending a request to the 
Directorate for Media. 
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Article 6 
Areas where recordings are prohibited at all times 

 
Recordings are strictly prohibited: 

 
- in all restaurants and bars; 
- in areas where security equipment is installed, in particular at the entrances to Parliament’s 

buildings; 
- in all areas and offices reserved for the parliamentary services, including car parks, 

administrative offices and spaces, and all areas to which access is restricted; 
- in commercial areas, including shops and banks; 
- in areas where it is clearly indicated by signs that recordings are prohibited. 

 
 

Article 7 
Respect for dignity, privacy and integrity of property 

 
Media representatives shall have due regard to the dignity and privacy of all individuals present 
inside the buildings, as well as to the integrity of Parliament's property and equipment. 

 
 

Article 8 
Individual permissions 

 
1. Members may decline an interview request or end an interview at any time. Media 
representatives shall respect any such decision. 

 
2. Addressing staff members with recording equipment running without their prior permission is  
prohibited. 

 
 

Article 9 
Breaches of these Rules 

 
1. When a breach of these Rules by a media representative is established by the Directorate for 
Media, the recording permit and the media accreditation of the person concerned granted by the 
Directorate for Media become automatically and immediately void. 

 
2. In addition, future applications for accreditation and/or a recording permit by that person or by 
the media organisation that person represents may be refused for a period of up to one year, 
according to the severity of the breach. The Director for Media, acting under the authority of the 
Quaestor responsible, shall take the appropriate measures. 



PE 422.555/BUR  

Article 10 
Withdrawal of interinstitutional accreditation 

 
 

Any proposal to w ithdraw on a permanent basis an interinstitutional accreditation shall follow the 
procedure laid down in the rules for interinstitutional accreditation agreed by the Parliament, the 
Council, the Commission and the International Press Association. 

 
 

Article 11 
Appeal 

 
Media representatives may appeal against the establishment of a breach of these Rules by the 
Directorate for Media to the College of Quaestors of the European Parliament within one month 
from the date of notice of establishment of the breach. 

 
 

Article 12 
Repeal 

 
These Rules replace the Rules governing photographers and televis ion crews ins ide the buildings of  
the European Parliament in Brussels and Strasbourg, adopted by the Bureau on 7 September 2005. 

 
 

Article 13 
Entry into force 

 
This decision shall enter into force on 15 October 2015. 

 
 
 

Annexes : 
 

Annex I - Form for media representatives to explicitly undertake to comply with these Rules 
Annex II - Form for Members to request access for media representatives to their office 
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Audiovisual Unit 
Directorate General for Communication 

 
 

UNDERTAKING TO  COMPLY  WITH 
THE RULES GOVERNING RECORDINGS 

BY MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES ON THE PREMISES 
OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

 
 

I, the undersigned: 
 
 

Family name: ............................................................................... 
 

First name: .................................................................................... 
 

Media organisation (if several, please specify all):....................... 
 

...................................................................................................... 
 
 

confirm to have received a copy of the Rules governing recordings by 
media representatives on the premises of the European Parliament and 
undertake to comply with these Rules during the period for which I have 
received a recording permit. 

 
Made in:………………………………………………………….. 

 
Date: ............................................................................................. 

 
 

Signature: ..................................................................................... 
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Subject: Access with specific recording permit to the offices 
of Members of the European Parliament by media representatives 

To be sent in advance by e-mail to media.accreditation@ep.europa.eu 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Member of the European Parliament, has invited 
 

(a) the following radio/TV crew: Station: ............................................... 
Names: (1) ......................................................................................... 

(2) ......................................................................................... 
(3) ......................................................................................... 
(4) ......................................................................................... 
(5) ......................................................................................... 

......................................................................................... 
 

(b) the following photographer(s): Station/paper: 
Names: ............................................................................................... 

............................................................................................... 
 

to visit his/her office, Building ........ No ........ on .................................... 
expected time: ............ 

 
 

Brussels/Strasbourg, ...................... 
(date) 

 
........................................ 

(signature) 
 
 
 

mailto:media.accreditation@ep.europa.eu

