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SUMMARY OF THE TERRORISM THREAT TO THE U.S. HOMELAND 
The summary highlights an overarching view of a developing or trending homeland security issue in which the Secretary of 
Homeland Security has determined that the circumstances warrant providing additional details about the emerging situation to 
the public and various partners and stakeholders. 
 

ADDITIONAL DETAILS 
• This section provides additional information about the developing terrorism related circumstances to inform and educate the public and 

stakeholders.  
• It is designed to assist the public and stakeholders in understanding the current situation and why the dissemination of the information is a 

prudent step in helping to detect, deter or prevent against the possibility of an attack. 
• Though the degree of credibility or specificity about the emerging threat may not be 

available, this section will provide as much detail as possible based on the information 
available at the time.    

HOW WE ARE RESPONDING 
• This section details U.S. Government efforts to mitigate threats to the homeland including 

specific security enhancements. 
• It includes as much information as can be released publicly about actions – particularly those 

visible to the public – being taken or planned by federal authorities to ensure public safety. 
• Details about protective security measures may include both seen and unseen actions by the 

federal government. When necessary, this section may also recognize specific state and local 
security enhancements. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 
• This section provides information on 

ways the public can help authorities 
(e.g. camera phone pictures taken at 
the site of an explosion), and 
reinforces the importance of 
reporting suspicious activity. 

• It may ask the public or certain 
sectors to be alert for a particular 
item, situation, person, activity or 
developing trend. 

Be Prepared and Stay Informed 

• This section also notifies the public 
about where to get more 
information. 

• It encourages citizens to stay 
informed about updates from local 
public safety and community leaders. 

If You See Something, Say Something® – Report suspicious activity to local law enforcement or call 911. 

The National Terrorism Advisory System provides information on homeland security issues and threats. It is distributed by the Department of Homeland Security.  
More information is available at: DHS.gov/advisories. To receive mobile updates: Twitter.com/dhsgov. 

If You See Something Say Something® used with permission of the NY Metropolitan Transportation Authority. 
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