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Alexander Tvaradze
Institute of Philosophy. Hanover

LETTER OF KING PHARSMAN TO EMPEROR ADRIAN

The Georgian King Pharsman (Il A.D.) used to maintain close connections to
Rome. This and some other facts are confirmed by Pharsman’s visit to Rome,
where he conducted atournament and as aresult Pharsman’'s equestrian statue has
been put up in Rome.

Oneletter of King Pharsman to Emperor Adrian has lasted out, where the Georgian
King tells the Roman Emperor many interesting stories and describes exotic lands
of the East. Thetext of theletter has been transformed in Greek; in the [1-1V cen-
turies the first Latin version has been created and it has arrived till now in severa
readings (some of them are translated in English and French).

The article presents a Georgian trandation of King Pharsman’s letter provided with

the author’s comentaries, where some geographical and historical aspects of the
relations between Rome and Georgiain the I1-111 centuries are examined.
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