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Motherhood came to Colleen Heme
In 1980 when she adopted Jasan

ot 22 months. He was a p.q‘.'ir'n: of
ks at Crosaronpds Hehabilitation
Center and had been in fostor care
sinoe he was 16 months old, She

ke he woould have l:'hq]l.l"‘l]F;-u"'::.
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Rerin Farraly

in fior |!1r'r-1|.l_'\. a5 i failure-to-thrive
infant, He benefived from many |h1'r_1|1l.' intErvenLnns im-lLuimg COEU

tional therapy, physicn] thers py and speech and languasgs therapy,

Hi' WEH e |”|'I| m h"l'i'llll l‘\l.ll"-'l'. i Fllll":j'ulllllll.l”g m rhll Il'k'll:'\l .ilil'll"hlrl
Township schools. He didn’t start reading antil he was in high school and

|I--'|1 :||'-I-:|_'.-A |I-'|l.l 1'1'|-'IL'1'I'|;.__‘~.'! with IRCHREY -1I|l|- At || ~hl||n

"Jusom wins alwnys supported to be his own person and as paments we
winntosd him to be as independent as possible, but e will always noed sup
port with money mansgement and fnanclal matters, as he's vulnerable to

||1'|||;5'| takon advant 5] al” Colleen sabil.

Jason enjovs the same things as his brothers and sisters and desires to hive
nends and hmily to share experiences withe

Lesoking into groap homes for her son in 2005, Colleen was not impressed.
Adter her son had gradusied from high school, all of his friends had sont-
tered, He was independent and first mowved Into an apartment, but had no
friends. He did not know any of the other tenants and he had no connections

ter his nesighbors. As Rende put it, “Loneliness is the worst disability of all.”

|.IH Ll al ||'|1'I'| rented o l:l(H.I‘{I" from |1I'i munt |'11'|l\.|. “!M'Ii' nenr Hu!h-r I..l.dlll-."'m.'._'f.

Thl'-_l.' lived next door. Later, he moved to Lawraneo,

Colleon and a group of § other fmmilies decided to create a plice where adults
cemild live | n '|1||r||u||n.ir_|," within &« n-l:l.n:u.l.nit_'.-'." They called the ox el

the Village of Merici, after Angela Mericd, o 15th-century ltalinn woman wlhio
hernme known for her ext raordinary service (o the st i b diupl.‘u-:ﬁi. el
other marginalized peaple, In 2007, thoy incorporsted ms a non-profic pabli
|-h.|1|1l;:-\.' thnt veemuld serve all individunls with intellectual and r|-1-rl.r|||r|||~n1|||

disabilivhes (1D
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Wl e Villsoe Apartmenty

For the next four VEArs, the founders conducted
reseatch by vislting many residential facilitles in

Indimna, Chio, and Kentucky, Colleen took note of the

pros and cons at each !':!-:':lhtl'\.-.

By 2012, the: Merici Village Apartments were built on
the grounds of the formaer Fort Benjamin Harrison,
using rental housing tax oredits from Indians Housing
and Community Davel S Authoricy (THCDA) in

rollaboration with Merchanis Affordable | | nmsing.

At that time m 2002, we were able to |‘|r|1i_||l|'|.|l||r| all the
units to he set aside for individuals with IDTL® Caolleon

saicl. " The units were Alled nlmost immediately,”

Tha miasion statement says it all. The Villoge of Merici
provides residential and community opportunities for
adulis with develapmentol disobiities that promote

a strong sense of cormmonity. The desire fo have
Individuals and families come together as o community
o support one another in leading o self-directed

m gl Hifw is our fodis

Thie ghoal was, and still is, to help the residents feal
connected and engiged with one another to I'EETE"J':.IF‘-

natural SUPPOFLs A& their PaFENLs pASS RWEY,

The suoeess of the apariments has led to a waiting
hist ot omrar 2060, and with only & Firesr p-rn;\l:] MavIng
out in the past few venrs, this has led the Village

of Merici to contings p;.r:nﬂring with atfardable
housing agonoies (o olfer more units in Indianapolis
and Carmel, The cuwrrent Eentol Housing Tax Credii
progrom n-||1.ri|'|~1. that 25% of new units i the
Community Integration model be st aslde for adulus
with DI The other 75% are available to those with

ol disabilithes for an “integrated communiog,”

The Village of Merici is o busy
comitminiity. The bullding has a
librnry, & commercinl kitehon,
amd nctivitles throughout

the weak that residents can

choose to attend., Thers are
Liwwetion Loop Merici 5 book clubs in the wrea.
Trans poriation bo and from
work used to be an issae for
residents, as it was hord to
trust random drivers, Soin
2, Merioa City Hides was

laanched. It is a transporta-

Lavion Laop 3 Dulidags tion program that matches
voshunteer drivers with the
Suppor ol residents to
unprowve access within the
Indianapolis area.
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Jnson is now 43, and with

supports from the Village of

Lawwtan Loap Parado Grodnd

Meric, he has Hved in his own
apartment in Lowrenee since 2002, He has reoeived suppoits

i Ehwid \'“.:d;"-' ol Merict 2lnee 2002, Prior to that, he hid sepe

viees from other providers, He enjoys bullding complex Lego cars

and houses; honging out with friends, and working part-time for

the Gurrison. He has two brothers, Charlio, age 40, and Matthew,

age 28, nnd a slstor, Sarnh, age 30,

“We linow his brothers and sister will contlnue Lo SUpport hkin
emationally but wo know they have or will have familios and we
wint to make sare Jason is set up with the necessary supporis
as i and v AHF‘._ Colleen gaid. “We have established financial
gunrdianship and a .-\.-[lﬁ'l.:J needs trust through The ARC to care

for his future neads.”

You can learn more shounl Jason in his "1 am Home™ video,
hitpsy vootobe GTHY HEmbeE, or view those of other
ndividuals that Village of Mericl supports st

httpss villageofmerich.org §-am-home,

Collvon’s vision hns 'h.a".'pud to change the lives of many aduolts
with IDTX =1 am most prood of the fact that we have scoumplished
a sense of community and support among the peoplo we support.
We assist them in nf'll'-;.-:r|'.-'rh'1-:'ln. and muking choices that ||1r':‘|'
wint in order to live their best ives. The friend=hips and angage
maent that hoee |.1|1'.'l'||':rp-l'|‘[ with the |'||‘|u||]l|' we SUppoTt, nnd the

lrvel of indopendence they schieve is phenomonal.”

To keam more about the Villages of Marici
www, villageofmericiorg | 317-292-9408
STO7 Lawton Loop East Drive OFC 22
Indinnapolls, IN 46216
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ACTIVATE YOUR FACE

Did you know?
The products you use on your skin and hair can reach
your bipodstream within nine seconds.

(+) LifeVantage.

Centact Kristin Richards Today!

317-698-5264 | teamrichards25@yahoo.com [[}
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