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The edition of the work is based on "two palm-leaf.
manuscripts, They are written in Malayalam characters and
are about three or four centuries old, marked in the footnotes
as & and @ The manuscript % belongs to the Library of Mana-
likkara Matham near Padmanabhapuram in South Travancore,
and is full of errors, The other manuscript @ which is com-
paratively free from errors was obtained from Mr. Nilakanthan
Chékyhr of Manganam near Kottayam, Both the manuscripts
contain neither the benedictory verse at the beginning nor the
“ Bharatavdkya", on the closing verse, at the end, while the
manuscript & has the colophon * srfir sm&gem,” at the end.

It has already been observed in the introduction of Svapna-
visavadatta, that the play Chrudatta forms the nucleus of the
famous Mrichchhakatika of Stidraka. As regards the plot, the
first Acts of the two plays differ very little except that Vasanta-
send is pursued by two persons in the Chirudatta, while she ix
pursued in the Mrichchhakatika by three persons, namely Vita,
Cheta and Sakara. In the second Act of the Charudatta are not
found the characters, Méathura, Dyltakara and Darduraka
of the Mrichchhakatika, and the Shampooer leaves Vasantasen4,
to turna “ Partvrdt” but not a * Sdkya Sramanaka” as in
Mrichchhakatika. In the third Act, the plot is the same in
both the plays. In’the fourth, when Vasantasend has over-
heard the conversation between Madanikd and Sajjalaka,
Vidfshaka steps in to carry out his mission; and Sajjalaka
appears before Vasantasend only after Vidlshaka is gone,
unlike in Mrichchhakatika,

" It may be noted that no reference to the story of Aryaka
and Palaka is found”anywhere in Chérudatta. The ideas tersely
expressed in Chérudatta are expanded at greater length by
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Stdraka, Tor instance the Charudatta contains only the three
following versex having meaningless repetitions and wrong
allusions  of  Sakfra :—

“ T oA qurafd crEeed
e o AFtafr g @ |
FAO TRUR R SogE § TRD
FFIASTIRE Ry Tw@m ||

“ f qITRY TETEAT FePs A1 SRV 47 |
WE gH MRS IS T FMRIEs |

“ o & 9 Releda 3ug aey @iy |
FAR FAM ZAM a9 A qEBHS arll "

Similarly, the description of the mansion of Vasantaseni
hy Vidshaka ix couched in the following words in the Chéru-

datta; —
Lc(nﬁm)

AgTE: — (qad) fomr) e@ e afedert |
MOMGENAANRR AANRGR gaen 3o | geSetd o AER-
worfn | fm qErEta | gImeN F@gReAR SR
Arwefea | |

While Sidraka has dragged on the above description, to a
tedious length 0 Mrichchhakatika.

As regards the textual differences in the plays it is found
that some of the verses oceuring in Chrudatta are copied as
such in Mrichchhakatika, some are adapted with a little varia-
tion, a few ave omitted and & good many verses arve also newly
added by Stdraka.

[n the prose passages of Mrichchhakatika similar additions
and alterations are observable throughout the four Acts,

TRIVANDRUM, T. GANAPATI S;\\b‘TRf,
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