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The table below show the proportion of the total UK population that was registered to vote at 
Parliamentary elections since the Great Reform Act of 1832. 
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Provided by the House of Commons Social and General Statistics Research Section  
Notes (a) Figures for 1918 and earlier are for all Ireland. 
           (b) 1910 electorate is for December 1910 General Election. 
           (c) 1918 population figure does not include the non-civilian population of England and Wales. 
           (d) 1974 electorate is for October 1974 General Election. 
Sources 
Rallings and Thrasher, British Electoral Facts: 1832-2006 
House of Commons Library RP10/36 General Election 2010 
Office for National Statistics 
B.R. Mitchell, British Historical Statistics 
 
 

The main jumps in numbers of registered voters are associated with the main Reform Acts of 
1832, 1867 and 1884, the extension of the Parliamentary franchise to some women in 1918 
and the equal franchise Act of 1928 which granted women and men the Parliamentary 
franchise on an equal basis. 

Estimates vary, but the Great Reform Act of 1832 probably increased the total electorate by 
over 50%. In 1831, the total electorate of Great Britain and Ireland was about 516,000 and 
this had increased to about 809,000 by 1833.5 Despite what appeared to be a significant 
increase still only 3% of the total population could register to vote at Parliamentary elections. 
The Parliamentary franchise was largely linked to property rights rather than residence which 
generally meant only the affluent could qualify. 

The Second Reform Act of 1867 more than doubled the number of voters in the 
Parliamentary boroughs by including some of the urban working classes,6 but the increase in 
the county franchise was more modest. The Act meant that over 16% of the adult population 
(those who had reached the age of majority of 21), about 2.2 million, could register to vote.7 

Following the Third Reform Act of 1884 the differences between the Parliamentary franchises 
in the boroughs and the counties remained but the qualifications for each were unified across 
the United Kingdom for the first time. The main beneficiaries were the agricultural working 
classes and the proportion of the adult population able to vote in Parliamentary elections 
reached almost 29% of the adult population, nearly 5 million.8 

 
 
5  Chris Cook and John Stevenson, British Political Facts 1760-1830, 1980, Chapter 5, pp115-6 
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