
GLAMwiki 
Toolset 

(GWToolset)
Fæ’s pocket guide to speedily releasing 
thousands or millions of files to Wikimedia 
so volunteers can add value to collections

Wikimania presentation on 10 August 2014 - selected prints/photographs are public domain



● Demand from Museums, Archives and 
Libraries for a way of managing large 
uploads to Wikimedia Commons

● An independent end user Steering Group 
drove the requirements and Europeana 
delivered the project

● This has taken 2 years from original 
discussions and cost ~200k euros

Why does the tool exist?



● Provides a direct upload service for mass 
collections of files available on the internet 
and of any size

● Gives a visual map of metadata to 
Commons templates

● No reliance on programming skills
● Any Commons allowed file type (image, 

audio, video) up to 1GB per file

What does GWT do?



● GWToolset takes your list of images, 
uploads them from a source website and 
populates Commons templates for you

● This happens on WMF computers, rather 
than relying on yours

● Instead of just talking, let’s look at some 
screenshots taken today

How does it do it?



http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:GWToolset



Read the

 manual

Get
Whitelisted











● Can Commons categories be “deduced” 
from existing metadata/catalogues?

● Are there plans for community 
engagement? (e.g. village pump notice, 
blog post, WikiProject posts)

● Request user rights for GWToolset
● Request source website “whitelisting”
● Run tests (find the “beta cluster”)

BEFORE



An xml file is a nicely laid out text 
file, with records that are highlighted 
in “tags” to separate the data.

These are often created 
automatically, but can be created or 
edited in most text editors, such as 
jEdit (a free open source tool)

See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/xml



● Take your time, double check your 
mapping and additional fields

● Check your uploads were successful
● If something unexpected happened, the 

user email list is a good place to ask for 
help
○ http://lists.wikimedia.org/mailman/listinfo/glamtools

GO

http://lists.wikimedia.org/mailman/listinfo/glamtools
http://lists.wikimedia.org/mailman/listinfo/glamtools


● There should be a point of contact to 
discuss issues that arise, from metadata 
errors to copyright verification

● Promote the collection to volunteers and 
potential re-users

● Plan for periodically maintaining the 
collection

AFTER





● Training material
● Uploading collections not on the internet
● User friendly tool error reporting
● More metadata file types, so there may be 

no need to convert to xml
● A more formal User Group & Open GLAM 

programme
● Extend the toolset to reporting tools

Improvement plan





Question:
Which is better, using 
Commons for 
information on an 
image, or going back 
to the source?





Watch out for my 
next big project 
on the history of 
medicine thanks 
to Wellcome 
Images and Wiki 
Project Medicine



● Fæ 
○ http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User_talk:Fae
○ faewik@gmail.com

● User email list
○ http://lists.wikimedia.org/mailman/listinfo/glamtools

● Project page
○ http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:GLAMwiki_Toolset

Questions

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User_talk:Fae
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User_talk:Fae
http://lists.wikimedia.org/mailman/listinfo/glamtools
http://lists.wikimedia.org/mailman/listinfo/glamtools

