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To the Officers and Men of Hickam Fleld:

1 wish 1o extend greetings to all the olficers and men stationed at Hickam
Field. The Air Force Is proud of you — for your couragecus action under fire
ond for your splendid cooperation in the present siate of war.

" Though the coming year will undoubtedly be a severe test, I know that
you will respond in the Americon way, which is fully sufficient for all circum-
sicnces.

CLARENCE L. TINKER,
Major General, U. 5. Ammy,
Commanding o




BOMBER

COMMANDER

To the Officers emd Men of Hickam Field:

Coming to Hickam Fleld as Commanding General of the Bomber Command gives me a
feeling of pride and pleasure.

In peace time, you men developed Mthinymhwchhhdmdmmﬂumnh
many heurs of practical experience you have gained a knowledge of our technical re-
mmmhmdmmﬂkhmﬂaﬁhmhmoumdmmmmmumﬁmm

ten. The cool headed way in which you met the occasion, and exercised the Initiative and
leadership demanded of you is well known to me.

All of us know ‘that there is a tremendous job to be done. Nommpndlctﬂuhﬂm
pose. This will requite a co-operative effort, using our knowledge and equipment. You men
Mvnﬁmuh&ﬂymdthatdhﬁlqwh]ﬂﬂmymﬁmmmbom
venir

Hrmmnhﬁunwbﬂnﬁdﬂumtdhhmwhnmm-hﬁmw
Book, coupled with my thonks for offering me this opportunity to express my cb-
servations and convictions. i
WILLIS H. HALE,
Brigadier General, USA.,
Commanding. .
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Two of 4 Kind

THE MEN ON THE LINE L]

It takes a good pillot to fly a modem warplane. But
it also takes several men, just as good in their own line,
to keep that plane flying. That's where the mechanics
of the United Stotes Air Corps shine out In a class by
themselves.

“None better in any air corps in any countryl”, ia
the phrase that has been used most often to descril=e theso
men, and every day, in all four corners of the sarth,
American mechanics are living up fo this repulcation.

In the months preceding the attack on Hickam Field,
hundreds of mechanics were trained in the Alr Corps
Technical School located on the post. They wers given
an approved army course in mechanics and then exposed
to the actualities by working as actual members of main-
tenance and combat crews of the peace time air corps.
This schocling and practical training is proving its worth
now, as flying schedules have been doubled many times,
emd more and more alrplones are dally sent aloft.

The air corps mechanic is a fomilior sight at any
ploce on Hickam Field. In gray-green coveralls, smeared
with grease from an airplane engine, he con be found all
hours of the day and night wherever there are planes to
fly.




THE MEN ON THE LINE (Cont.) ®

Heading the mechanics of the Air Corps is the squad-
ron line chiel Under him is a crew chief for every air-
plane in the squadron, and the next step down the eche-
lon, you find the man who does the work. These men
eat, sleep, and live with their airplones, and an excursion
across the mat is fust like o trip to town. When cne ship
is flying, the combat crew flys with it, and the remaining
ground crew members are often times shifted to another
ship where they work until their own particular ship
comes down. Then, the endless circle of work starts all
over again.

The soldier mechanlcs are entrusted with all but
the most malor repcirs of the airplanes and their engines.
Periodical inspections, daily checkups, engine changes,
and many other imporiomt duties fall their lot, and to do
this work well, as it is done in the Army Alr Corps at
Hickam Field, is no small job. '

Alr mechanics, as they gain more and more ex-
perience in aircraft work, are advanced to aerial en-
gineers, crew chiefs, cnd many other positions which
entall more and more responsibility. As they go up the
ladder, their pay and rating is advanced accordingly.

Inruﬂhthnumﬁmmwhnronnfwﬂyﬂm
slogan, "Keep ‘em Flyingl”




AMORERS

The primary purpose of a bombardment airplane s
to fly to an objective, drop its bomb load, and retum safe-
ly to its bose. That is the main recson that this type of
plane has been designed with an eye towards bomb load
and range, rather than moneuverability, and fighting
power. However, that one litlle qualification, "to retum
saiely to its base” makes some armament necessary.

Bombardment planes, due to their necessarily slow-
er speeds, are often the largets of fighter planes, and os
protection against these atiacks, we offer the aerial gqunner.
He mans the high powered machine guns in the bombard-
ment planes, sometimes ground strafing, bul most often
a8 a defensive weapon against attacking atrcraft.

For the Air Corps soldier, there is more to aerial gun-
nery thon meets the eye. In addition to being able to shoot
a plane off his ail at two hundred yards, he must have
a complete working knowledge of his weapons. On the
ground, he is charged with their repair, maintenance, and
loading. Newly developed turrets and sights have made
his job surer, but more complicated, and the Alr Corps
armament man must keep up with all the latest develop-
menis.

Aerial machine guns are not the only plece of aquip-
ment with which the armorer has to contend. Bomb racks.
bomb loading and fusing, tow target reels, are but few
of the thinga thet in the daily patrols, must be checked by
the “man behind the guns.”



Key Mas

RADIO i ®

Hickam's bombers must,” when they are far over
the Pacific on patrol, keep in constant contact with the
mmﬂm.mmwmm.m&wsm
other ships in their patrol. The maintaining of this liascn
between the forces falls the lot of the radic man. He is a
flying member of each combat crew, and one of the most
vital cogs in the air corps machinery.

Most of the radio men of Hickam Field were schocled
in the radio classes held at Wheeler Field for some years
belore the out break of the war. while still othérs wers
gither trained in schools on the coast, or have gained a
practical education in their field.

Besides the flying radio men, there are many others
on the ground who perform duties just as important. Every
squadron has a radio shack in their hangar, and here the
“dit-dah” bugs gather to do their daily chores.

All the radio equipment in the flying fortresses must
receive daily attention to see that it is in perfect order.
Repairs are made after the ship comes down from patrol,
or If it is a job that will require a number of days, the
part is replaced with another and the repairs finished in
the shack while the ship is flying.

In their off duty hours, the radic men spend a "bus-
man's holiday” with their practice sets. They pair ofi,
both with ecrphone recetvers, and practice their code. To
be a qualified operator, and on air corps soldier must

be able to send and receive sixteen words per minute.
mmwmmﬂﬂ#mﬁ-m
receives, mqumﬁwmummmm
ends of the line. -

Besides these repair men on the ground, all the
mnwl!ov-‘upmmrumusthammﬂﬂ-dmdlomm,qtﬂ-
bmmll-mh-ucﬁnmundwmﬂmimﬂcakmu
the field. el -
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THE SOLDIERS' HOME AT HICEAM e

One of the most familiar lemdmarks of Hickam Field
s the mult-winged Air Corps barracks that houses a
lange proportion of the post personnel. When these bor-
rected that, in addition to being the largest barracks in ths
ed that, in addition to being the largest baracks in the
Alr Corps, they must alsc be the most complote., Every-
thing for the convenience of the soldiers must be incor-
porated in this structure that would fulfill its part in making
Hickam Field the most modem Alr Base of any in the
nation.

‘When completed, these barracks filled every speci-
fication noted, and many more besides.

Included within the nine wings was a mess hall,
suticiently large to accommodate all the occcupants of the
boarracks. To glve you a picture of the size of this cne room,
it has sufficient floor space to easily accommodate six re

Also included in the soldier's home at Hickam were
barber shops, tailor shops, o medical dispensary, a branch
Post Exchange, and a recreation room for every squadron
which it houzed. Sleeping quarters were divided into bays
with four bays in every wing. Bach wing was occupled by
one or more separate organizations, and in the lower floors
were also the administrative offices of these squadrons



THE SOLDIER'S HOME (Cont.) @

Construction of the Hickam Fleld boarracks started
in 1938, shortly ofter the War Department approved the
selection of the site of Hickam Fleld. Temborary wooden
structures were erected to house the advance units of
Hickam's complement, but in Jonuary, 1940, the first
squadron moved into s new home. Afler that Hme, or-
ganizations moved in as rapldly as ecch wing was com-
plated. :

In August of 1840, the mess hall was opened for
the first time, accommodating some 3000 men for the first
meal.

Even before the barracks were finally announced
complete, every wing was occupled, and when the con-
struciors tumed the bullding over to the army in January
of 1941, it was praised as one of the finest in the world.

Even scamred by bomb fragments as it is today, the
Hickam Field barracks is still an impressive sight. Since
its construction, ilhmmm&fﬂmumﬂdimwwﬂl,md
its bomb proof construction saved many lives on J-Day.

Wuhihyhﬂsmnmﬂuudmmmdm
sive palm strewn grounds, it has often been dubbed ths
*Hickam Hotel — unchrhmtd{hdb_ﬂum.

. Gateway




Col. W, E. Farvbing

BASE COMMAND ®

Shortly after the cutbreak of the-war, Hickam Field,
cnd the higher headquartars of the Air Corps on Oghu
entered their program of centralization with even more
vigor than they had in the days of preparation before De-
cember 7. One oulgrdwth of this program was the for-
mation of the Base Command Headgquarters.

For the Commanding Officer of this essential organi-
zation, the Alr Force Commander selecied one of the most
capable Alr Corpe Colonels on the island, William E.
Farthing. At the time of his appcintment as the Base Com-
mand CO, Col. Farthing was Commanding Officer of Hic-
kam Fleld. His record of service on the island is known
o a great many men, and he is admired and respected
by officers and men alike. In his first tour of duty in Bomb-
erland, he was group Commemder, and from there he was
assigned 1o Bellows Fleld as CO of the windward post.
After a period of hectic building there, he was commend-
ed for a job well done in the preliminary construction of
this base, and was then returned to Hickam Field as the
Ccmmondng Officer. He served in this capacity through
the hectic days during and following the Air Raid until
he was assigned o his present position.

When Col. Farthing went to Base Command, he took
with him some key officers of the field. Since his job is
essential one of supply. the most important pre-requisite
was to gel a stalf trained in this work. To head his 5-4
section, he chose Capiain Tremayne, cmd such enlisted
peracnnel as were necessary for a smooth hunctioning
office. Lt. Dyaon, who at the ima of the formation of the
Commend was Post Intelligence Officer, was selected to
head the S-2 section.

Certain functions of all the air bases in the Howallan
lslonds are under the supervision of Col. Farthing and
his Base Command, comprising one of the most vital coga
in the Air Corpe wheel of the Pacific.

. GHQ

o Draftsman
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HAF HEADQUARTERS ®

On November 1st 1940, the Hawadian Alr Force camse
into being with Major General Frederick L. Martin as iis
Commanding General. It immediciely hunctioned from
its temporary siotion at Fort Shafter, and signified the
advent of a more flexible, larger and more siriking Air
Force than had heretofore been in Hawail. It directly con-
trolled and shoped the innumerable assignments of all
Air Corps units in the Territory, and fell into stride to meet
the demands of the warclouded future.

Much water passed under the bridge, and on De-
cember 18th 1941, the Air Force Command was assumsd
by then Brigadier General Clarence L. Tinker. He arrived
on Hewalion soll only 1o find that his repulation for ef
ficiency and cutstanding results had preceded him. A
short ime later he was appointed to the rank of Maor
General and has since guided his command in that capa-
city.

On the Sth day of March of this year, the Hawallan Air
Force was appointed the Seventh Air Force. The Severth
Air Farce now plays its overwhelmingly, importont part
in the actuality of today's great conflict. It is the Alr Carps
of Howadi; the rough and ready men who serve her. It
is the job of our nation's great aircrait plants 1o “keep ‘'em
rolling off the assembly line.” In Hawall, today, the Sev-
enth Air Force In tune with the great, surging effort, is
deing the terrific job of “Keep ‘eém Flying."




U ndier Conpral

POST OPERATIONS ®
KEY NERVE CENTER

Often mistaken for an information burecu (though
unintentionally) Post Operations comes in for a lion's
ghare of the responsibilities involving the smooth func-
mdmkmyhhadmmmwtmh
Hickam Field teday.

Under the capable leadership of Caplain C. C. Cun-
ningham, this intricote nerve center becomes a merte
duty as simple as the routine duties of a mess sergeant
upon whom falls the task of feeding hungry soldats; ex-
cepting in the case of Post Operations, it is the duty of
this office to feed the sensitive nerves of the airways.

PROMPTNESS, ACCURACY and above all SECRE-
CY are loday passwords in this office, made all the more
impeortant because of current affairs.

In a large measure, a great deal of credit must be
given M. Sgt. M. A. Anderson, chief clerk, who has so
capably trained and organized q siaff of clerks, dispatch-
ers, and assistomts; who hondle the minute detalls neces-
sary of this vital installation.

Aiding M. Sgt. Anderson in a twenty-four work
schedule, as assistemt chief clerks, are T. Sgt. Albert B.
KmmSSqt.u.R.TimhyundSqu C.Mm

Another important (and incidentally charming) cog
in the efficlent work dispaiched by Putopuuumw
mathhlAHmDmu' who in the trdm
mqmm

Chief Clerk




Careful packing

PARACHUTE SECTION ®

"Safety last” is what they dub the parachute section
in the Air Corps — if all alse fails, and there i8 no chemee
of saving the ship — it's “hit the silk” and save the men.
Planes are valuable, and take time to construct, but human
lives have another type of value, and far more imporiemnt
than steel and alloy.

Parachule work is one of the most highly special-
ized phoses of the Air Corps. Inspecting, packing, re-
pairing, and testing ‘chutes must be put in ‘the hands of
men—and women who are conscientious, and above all,
careful of what they are doina.

Each Air Depot has a parachute section where all the
silk is packed and tested, and each squadron has at least
one man in charge of the chutes in the squadron’s ships.
Before each flight, the squadron silk tender sees that there
ure sufficient parachutes in every plane to accommodate
every member of the crew, and that these chutes are in
perfect condition. When o plane comes in from patrol,
the squadron chute man again inspects all the chutes, and
anycne that shows the slightest signs of having a defect is
removed and a good one put in its place.

Defective chutes are sent to the air depot section
where they are either tested by dropping them from planes
with a dead weight or torn down in the packing rooms and
repacked.

All parachutes are given periodic checkings, whethgr
they are turned in by the squadron or not. After they have
remained in the ship for a certain length of time without
use, they are taken on test hops. With a metal weight,
comparable to the weight of @ mam, they are thrown from
the open door after having the rip chord pulled. On the
ground, they are gathered up, cleaned and repacked to
go back on the ship.

One of the blg reasons that the "Caterpillar elub’” has
such a hall and hearty membership today is that very few
needed to repeat the ironic words, "If it doesn't work,
come back and get another cnel”

Patrol pilot




Bully-eye

Air Minded

i PHOTO LABS ®
Shutier Bags

The proof that Hickam Field's Photographic Labor-
aiory is one of the best in the army today is before yon
with your copy of the Hickam Bomber. All pictures con-
taned in this wor souvenir con be credited to Hickam's
own lab, and a finer group have never been gaothered
on the islond of Oghu, '

Lt. Jack Smart and Master Sgt. Kelland are the two
key men responsible for the smooth funclioning of the
Hickom shutterbugs. Beth of these men have a wealth of
experience in photographic work behind them, ond use
it to the best advantage of the men of Hickam Field.

Hickam's photc men ore divided inks two groups,
tactical and base, and each have a definite part in the
current war on the axis. To the base lab goes the work for
publicity, damaged parte of airplanes, pholo statle coples
of maps and documents, end a part of the aerial work
when it overflows the tactical lab, The tactical men hondle
the dongerous missions of flying over enemy territory
mapping and planning the territory which will guide the
planning of future strategies. The key noncommissioned
olficer in the Tactical lab is Master Sat. Joe Macek.

All types of photograhic equipment and work are
handled with the same smocth working precision. Part
of the personnel of the lab have been trained to handls
movie camergs, all are skilled in the use of speed graph-
ics, some are trained fo mix and prepare the chemicals
that are used in developing and printing, and still others
have been schooled to fill every conmceivable job that
could be incorperated in a smooth working Air Corps
unit.

Pictures for the Bomber were handled under the
supervision of:Corporal Justin E. Redding, cne of the best
newspaper cameramen in the Howadian Department.
Under him were Corporals Jack Cheshire and Steve Con-
stande, both frem the tactical lab who hedged in thelr
Bember work between flying assignments.

To these three men go the credit for the success of
‘-.]E a..-...‘l-. X H o




SHOP WORKERS

For every airplane the Alr Corps has in the air
must be at least ten men on the ground, doing wot
insurea safe cnd efficient flying at all imes. Thes
who handle welding torches, steel lathes, punchet
drills are probably the most unglomourized men |
corps, but still, they have a definite and vital p

To become an accomplished shop worker in th
Crops iakes almost as much time and schooling as #
to become a pllot. True, the training is not as rigic
so concise, but still it is every bit os important.

Men forming the shop crews of an air corpe sl
are usually from the base squadrons—that Is they a1
a part of the tactical squadrons. They are trained m
by practical experience, and practice the old corresy
ence school slogan of “earn while you leamn.”

As well as handling the sheet metal work on
planes, they turn out many diversified jobs for other
of the post. Such things as footlocker racks, bunk
kitchen equipment, and various and sundry things n
up a large part of the daily work of these shops.

Shop men are usually sent to school in the air d«
or in the base engineering department for varying len
of time before they are allowed to work in the ¢

Shop men are allowed the scane opportunity o
for air mechanics ratings as are the men on the ac
maintenance and combat crews of the air corps. T
may rise just as high in their department as can mec!
ica, armorers, and radiomen; and are definitely just
importomt.

In combet gones, these shop men perform a far m
important function in keeping o limited number of ak
in copstant repair, and since they are sometimes far f
air depots, they are called upon to do jobs that are nom
ly in some other department.
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TECH INSPECTOR @

"Ealety first” has always been the motto of the Army
Air Corpe — never send a ship up without first making
absclutely sure that it is technically perfect;. that is
the job that falls the lot of the Technical Inspection De-
partment.

At Hickam Field. the Tech Inspector's office is made
up of a number of officers cnd enlisted men who ars
specialists in all types of alrcraft maintenance and repair
work. Although they do none of this type of work, they are
trained to spot mistakes in the work of others.

The Technical Inspector himsell is usually a high
ranking Alr Corps Officer, thoroughly versed in the en-
gineering side of the Air Corps. Under him work all the
specialists, selected from engineering offices and combat
and maintenance crews of the varicus squadrons on the
fleld. To be good, these men must be what is known i
the average air corpsman as "tech order happy.” By
that they mean that they thoroughly understand, ond con
put into practice, all the maintenance and repair orders
that are issued through the Air Corps experimental siation
at Wright Field, Ohlo.

Technical orders form a big part of the woik of the
Tech inspector’s office. An accurate and up to date fils
must be kept on all new orders, cmd on all types of air-
craft. This job is usually alloted to o key non-commis-
sloned officer of the organization.

The men of the technical inspector's office are liable
fo appear around a ship at any time to check the wark of
the mechanics. The most Hksly time fo expect them ls
immediately following one of the perlodical inspections
to which all military aircrafts are subjected. They test
nuts and bolts, check the operation of delicate instru-
ments — in fact they check any and all parts of the ship




Jungle Kir

TECH SUPPLY ®

"Whe owns all those alrplanes that -fill the air over
Henolule evarvday?” is a question that has bsen careless-
ly asked by many joking citizens in the' past. Of course,
everybody knows they belong to Uncla Sam, but how
many of you know just what part of Uncle Sam's Air Corps
they are charged to? _

In the army, one certain s&ction has to be responsibls
for the property that they operaie, and in the Air Corps,
the big ships are chayged to the Technical Supply. Tech-
nically, the ships belorg to the Tech Supply Oficer, bru!
actually they are Uncle Sam's.

“Owning'' the airplanes is not the only function of
the Tech Supply Office. Their main job iz lo keep the
planes in repair. All worn parts are turned into this section.
and new ones drawn in their place. Also, all special
equipment, and the tocls with which to repair the planes
cre the property of this office, and when not in use are kept
in the section supply room.

One of the most interesting pieces of equipment
handled by the tech supply is the "Jungle Kit.” A number
of these kits are supplied to every airplanes when they
are due to fly over jungle country in which they might be
forced down. The conterts include medical equipment,
and the most eye caiching number is the blg bladad
machete, provided both fer protection and for use in mak-
ing ones way through jungle growth,

The Tech Supply section is usually headed by the
Engineering Olficer, emd under him is a trustworthy statf
of non-coms cmd men. The noncoms in charge handles
most of the detalled work such as inventories, and draw-
ing of equipment, while the rest of the crew make them-
selves generally usefu in issuing the equipment to the
men on the line.

Fighting Tools

Farm
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« « File Room

BOMBER COMMAND AND
POST HEADQUARTERS

Two of the busiest places on the fleld, any hour
day are Bomber Commaond Headquarters ond Post |
quariers. Within these two buildings, we find the 1
center that keeps Hickam Field in the thick of the

At such a large post as Hickam Field, a nu
of headquarters are needed to keep the tactical am
ministrative side of things running smoothly, Heading
Headquarters is the Commanding Officer of Hickam |
Colonel Willilam L. Boyd, until recently one of the C
Commanders. And in the still higher hecdquarten
find the Commanding General of the Hawaiicn Be
Commeand, Brig. Gen. Willis H. Hale. Under these
ficers are well trained staffs of both officers and en
men who handle all the delail work of operating a
plicated bomber base.

Bomber Command Headquarters is the Tactica
of the fleld. From behind these imposing walls cor
arders that send flying fortresses aloft on dawn pafre
alert missions. For the lactical men of the fisld, there
be officers’ sections, enlisted sactions, supply officen:
all the rest that complete the picture.

The same is true in Post Headquariers, whi
stead of being foctical hondles the work of the
groups, and is purely on odministrative headqx
They deal not with flying bombers, but more with me:
man the engineering shops that keep thesse bomb

Another important function of the post is the G
Defense Headquorters, end so it goes untll we fin
department just as imporiant, In its functions as the



g . Spoilighs . . Chaplain Presents
. Foatwork Partmers

DANCES

In the days before the war, Hickam's recreat
program’ was oneé that made every other post in the
partment envious of the Air Corps. Dances were ¢
sored by the Hickam Héstess Society every month, a
the weeks in between, the "Flying Scuadron” group
Honolulu descended on Bomberlond for ene of the
ways enjoyed dances.

All donces were amanged under the supervisic
the Morale Office, the Chaplains and the Hickam Ho
Society, a group of Hickam's officers’ and NCOs' v
who devoted part of their time to the interest of the Hic
soldiers. An invilation list over two hundred Hon
girls was kept by the hostess, and for sach Hickam dec
bids were sent to all these girls. Rother than have tc
the girls to attend Hickam demces, they became so poj
among Heonolulu's populace, that girls were contim
calling the Hickam office asking to be pui on the invik
list.

For the dances, Hickam's soldiers used the |
Consclidated Mess Hall, colorfully decorated with stn
ers and tropical plants native to Hawaii. Island bands
various civilion and service units supplied the melc
for the dancing.

A feature of every dance was the preseniatic
leis for door prizes, and also the various contesis
were held throughout the evening. Jitterbugs, walt
and others had an opportunity to vie for the prizes,
these contests were always the highlights of the ever

Hickam's leading officers always visited the da
during the course of the evening.

Even after the declaration of war, the Hickam da
did not become a thing of the past. Various units still
tinue dancing, under the supervision of the Special &
icez Office.



FATIGUE ®

There is not a soldler in the army who has not at
one time or gnother dreaded the call of: -
"Okay, P, & P. fall out!”

Not that it Is particularly back breaking work, but
just that it is not the most appealing job in the army, even
if it ‘= one of the most vilal. P & P stonds for police and
prison, and in the army, "police” does not mean a cop

- # mecms “clean-up,” and someplace back along the
line, this type of work has been dubbed fotigue — the
nams being derived most probably from how a lellow feals
after he has spent the whole day trying to see enocugh
people to get excused from a fifteen minute detail,

In the category of "fatigue delails” comes a number ol
things headed by the always unpepular Kiichen Police.
This duty is assigned In the air corps for a month's dura-
tion, and only those privates on special duty are excused
from pulling their regular tour. Also in the fatigue depart-

‘ment is post maintenance, 1. 6. keeping the lawns trimmed,

the buildings clecned, etc. For many years prior to the out
break of the war, the Alr Corps was famous throughout
the army for its lawn mower pushing privates. More than
one recruit has taken His first episode of "flying time” on
the business end of a grass cutter.

With the advent of the new army, first sergeants
have gone out of their way to find iricky ways to get sol-
diers to volunteer for fotigue duty. One instance that was
used here was that of the sergeant who asked all men
who could do shorthand to fall out. Naturally, they ex-
pected to be assigned to office work, so any number of
when the first sergeant told the corporal:

handed on KP's this moming!®




NCO Club

FIRST THREE GRADERS' CLUB e

When Hickam Field was first bullt, the only provi-
slons made for a Non-Commissioned Officers’ Club was
a wooden frame bullding on Vickers Avenue. After o
year of continuous and riotous operation, this club was
the victim of Hickam's first major fire; end the siripers of
the alr base were temporarily without a club.

However, work on the new club had been siaried
months before, and shortly after the disasterous fire, the
new club wos ready for an opening. The number of
men siationed at Hickam Fleld warranted far ‘more non-
coms thon the new club could acrommodate, so it was de-
cided to make the new building for first three-graders only,
and take the fourth and #fth graders share of the club fund,
and esiablished a new club for them. The fund is still
being held in abeyance, and will one day be used for its
original purpose. Until then, the lower grade NCO's will
have to content themselves with the Post Exchange facill-
thes.

The first three graders’ club at Hickam is self support-
ing, and the brunt of the expense of bullding this beautiful
edifice was bormme by the men who now use it. It is com-
fortably built to provide a noncoms’ mess, and bar, and
also a large ballroom for daneing.

Since the outbreak of the war, the board of direciors

the club is the governing body, ond this board is headed
by the Officer in charge, ot present being L. James W,
Dyson. A steward Is hired from the enlisted men of the
post, cnd he keeps all the books for the orgemization.
Civilion mess boys have replaced the soldier help who
‘once made up the staff of the club, and all salaries and
expenses cre paid from the profils of the club. -




Col. Wm. L. Boyd

GROUP HEADQUARTERS e

In the Air Corps, the Group is the parallel of the
regiment in a line outfit. Groups may include any number
of tactical or base squadrons, under the head ol the Group
Commander, and perform practically the same function
as a regiment. Groups are named after the duty per-
formed by its component parts, L. e. i it is made up of
bombardment aircraft and personnel, it i8 a Bombard-
ment Group, or If it conigins only base squadrons, it is
a Base Group.

Group Headquariers is usually one of the buslest on
the fisld. They are the next highest headquarters up from
the squadrons, and through them must pass all the orders
for the squadron’s duties. Assignments to patrol areas are
hended down 1o the group Commanders from the Com-
manding General, and they in tumn give them to the fact-
cal squadrons within the group.

Ancther function of the group headquarters is keep-
ing track of the service records for the personnel of the
group. On these service records are spaces for any and
all remarks that show the complele picture cf @ man's
service with the armed forces; where he enlisted, how
many yeor's service are behind him; when he was last
paid; everything that is important, and above all, must be
accurate. Keeping these records straight falls the lot of the
Group Parsonnel Office.

The group is also the lowest air corps component to
rate an insignia. The squadrons have their own insignias,
but they are for the cirplanes alone,.and it |s the group
shield that is worn by the members of the command. Hers
again, the group comparesa in the regiment of a line or
ganization. Insignias are of course banned In wartime,
but in peace time, they are one of the more colorful things
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Officery Club

OFFICERS’ CLUB ®

Situcted at the furthermost reaches of the reserva-
tion, Hickam Fleld's Officers’ Club is one of the most beau-
tiful in the army today. [Its white streamlined structurs,
set off by the red-tiled Spemish style roof, are in complete
keeping with the motif of the rest of the field, and mark
it as'one of the post's most prominent structures.

The officers’ club was built, bought and paid for
by the officers who use it. All its commodious furnishings
were chosen by a group selected from the club's mem-

Every officer who is a reqular member of the gar-
rison is eligible for membership in the club, and all visit-
mqoiﬂwnmmwmﬂmmmmmuum It contains
a large dining room, used for the officers’ mess, a bar, a
ballroom, and a game room, fully equipped with amuse-
ment devices to provide the flying clficers relaxation on the
oft duty hours. _

In peacetime, the Hickam Officers’ club was the
scene of reqular weekly dances, and numerous partles
during the week. HReceptions were often held hers, cnd
some of the most distinguished cfficers in the service, in-
cluding General George C. Marshall, Chief of Staff, and
General Ven Oyen, Chisf of the Dutch Air Force in the
East Indies, have been guests of Hickam's commissioned

A novel feature of the Officers’ club during the days
before the ocutbreck of the war was thelr own little news-
paper, “The Mess Kit." It was published every week, ani
urmmnmdﬂmmlcrhimﬂmtprwrmhrﬂwmmq
week. Thhhmw_hmbu@dhcﬂiﬁnmdﬂnmﬂw
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ORDERLY ROOMS ®

The lowes! echelon of army headguarters is the
squadron orderly rcom, throne room of the First Sergeant.
This is the office where John Q. Private con go in at any
time and tell somebody what he likes and dislikes aboul
his share of the army is being run.

Holding the rating of the number one enlisted man
in the outfit, the first sergeant has one of the most difficult,
and most thankless jobs in the army. He is the right hand
man 1o the squadron commander, and it is through these
men with the diamond “Studded” chevrons, that an of-
ficer runs his outfit. All orders of the day are first given to
the top-kick who in tum passes them on to the men.

Although the rank of the first sergeant is not the
highest cbiainable in the enlisted side of the army, only
the most responsible and meritous scldiers are promoted
to this job. Feor a first sergeant, a squadron commander
usually chocses a trustworthy non-com who has had plenty
of experience in the army and in comy ways. He is to
be the liason agent between the officers and the men, and
for that reason, must be some one who con be trusted
explicitly. -

Un&ﬂmﬂrﬂmtmﬂnm\:hﬂymilﬁu
squadron sergeant major, usually a buck sergeant. To
squadron pay roll, making entries in service records, and
various and sundry duties handed to him by the first sol-
dier.

Besides these two, there s usually one or two clerks
to handle the miscellanecus matters pertinent to the
smooth functioning of the unit.

Promotions, one of the most important items in the
army, are hemdlad for the Groups by the orderly rooms,
and are given oul upon mecommendotion of section
chiefs, and under the direction of the sguadron com-
mander.,




AT LAST

PAY DAY ®

. Ask any soldier what's the most Important day in
the month, and there com be only one cnswer — PAY
DAY!

And of late, that one day has been becoming more
and more popular, thonks to the people and Congress of
the United Siates who are doing their all to see that the
American soldier, besides being the best fighting man
4n the world, s the best pald.

Pﬂ\rdﬂrmﬂlchmrh!dmmmﬂhld
things, but one of the most iImportant o us all is that once
again, the local post office’s stock of Defenss bonds will
be depleted. Yes, besides fighting this war, the soldiers
of Hickam Field are doing their part to help Uncle Sam
pay for it, ond each month when they receive their pay,
they buy thousands of dollars worth of stock in the future
of America.

The Finance Detachment is the only organization on
the Held which makes any bones about pay day. To them
it means bringing fo an exact balance hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars paid to a large number of men in many
different organizations.*With the additional twenty-percent
forelgn service pay for all the enlisted and officer person-
nel of the spot, another headache is added 1o the ever
growing number of the Finonce men. And from all ap-
pearances, the base pay will soon be changed, disrupting
an established system.

Noticeable about the Finance Detachment of Hickom
Field is that they were the frst organization on the post
to adopt the use of the recertly established _
Mhﬂmmmmm'g
mﬂﬂunﬂm‘-ﬂ:—.hﬂﬁhmm:ﬁu
lorge letter "“T." : et - n
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POST EXCHANGE &

The army's interprefation of the old style "General
Store"” is the Post Exchcnge. Here a soldier can buy
everything from shaving goap to steam rollers, and at
prices that are below the usual retall values of communi-
ty' business establishments. The reason for this iz that
the Post Exchomage is a nen-profit orgonization, its only aim
being to clear expenses. Naturally with the huge voluma
of business, there is some profit, but this money is returned
o the men through their recreation fund, or through pre-
miums on stock in the store, which is owned by orgunizu-
fiona.

Under the Post Exchange come all the business
houses of the post. The tailor shop, retall store, restani-
romts, beer gardens, and shoe repair shop all are a part
of this army merchanis association. Heading the corporu-
tion is the Post Exchange Officer end the Post Exchanga
stawc:l:d Under these two men are the wmhnqx of the
bustness district of the crmy post.

Hickam's Post Exchange has established several
branches, located convenlently for all members of the
post. There are two retall stores corrying general iterns,
and one bronch restourant serving soft drinks and light
lunches. In the Main PX building is the main resicurant
which has been blacked out so that it can be open for
business during the evening hours. ' It employs a largs
ptaff of cocks and waltresses, and serves hundreds of sol-
diers during their business hours,

In peacetime, the Post Exchange had a stonding
agreement with the Henolulu merchants, ‘whereby the
privileges of the Post Exchange were extended to nimuﬁt
any business house in the islands.




SUPPLY ROOMS &

One of the most importamt sections of an Air Corps
Squadron s its supply room. Through {lils busy office go
all & soldier's perscnal equipment, and since the war,
the additional item of crms has, in most instances, been
charged to this department. All this property is kept on
g strict receipt basis, and every iem must be accounted
for. li‘it is not in the stock that covers the shelves, there
must be a receip! showing that it has been lssued for use.

Clothing is the most important lem handled by the
supply section, and the issue of this has become mare
complex in the past two years. At one time, each soldier
was given a cash allowance for clothes, and could draw
all the uniforms end miscellaneous apparel he needed a-
gainst this allowance. That system, however, hus been
done away with, and now clothes cre lssued on an ex-
change basis. The new recrult is given an initial allow-
ance of every ltem, and as these become wom, he may
turn them in, drowing new ones in thelr place.

There are also some items that are issued to soldiers
that still remain actual government property, and must
be returned when not in use. Such things as gun and
holster, beds and bedding, efc. are issued on what is call-
od a "form 33" the individual equipment record of a
soldier. If and when a soldier is discharged, he must
return all this equipment, or prove that it was lost in action.
Otherwise, he will be charged with it, and the value will
be token from his pay.

The Quartermaster of the South Sector of Oahu aper-
uhulmwhun&rﬂuthhﬁumdnﬂhmﬂmd
men of that section. Individual loundries are collected
through the supply room, cnd the supply personnel keep
records so that each scldier might be charged for the serv-
fce at the end of each pay period.

The supply section of a squadron- is headed by a
supply ‘sergecmt. g competent noncommissioned officer
muhmih.mommmm
who s responsible ‘- cll the equipmes




FATIGUE

There is not a soldier in the army who ha
one time or another dreaded the call of:
:*Oh‘f' B & P. fall outl”

Not that it 18 porticularly back breaking w
just that it is net the most appealing job in the arm
if it is one of the most vital. P & P stonds for pol
prison, and in the army, “polics” does not mem
— it means “clecn-up,” and someplace back al
line, this type of work has been dubbed iatigue
name being derived most probably from how a fell
after he has spent the whole day Tying to see
people to get excused from a fifleen minute detal

In the category of “fatigue delaik” comes anu
things headed by the always un-pepular Kitchen
This duty is assigned in the air corgs for a month
tion, and only those privates on special duty are
from pulling their regular tour. Also in the fatigue
‘ment is post maintenance, 1. e. keeping the lawns t
the buildings cleaned, efc. For many years prior to
breck of the war, the Alr Corps wos famous thn
the army for its lawn mower pushing privates. M
one recruit has taken his first episcde of “flying t
the business end of a grass cutter.

With the advent of the new ormy, first se
have gone out of thelr way to find tricky ways to
diers to volunteer for fatigue duty, Cne instance
used here was that of the sergecnt who asked |
who could do shorthend to fall out. Neturally, 1
pected to be assigned to office work, so any nw
thetn wolunteered  their services. Then came the

“March these men to the mess hall — we an
handed on KP's this morningl® *
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FIRE DEPARTMENT @

Covering the largest fire district in the United States:
that is the job of the Hickam Fire Department. And that is
the job that eamed Hickam Field's fire Chief the title of
the "Flying Fire Chiel.” Included in the area of the Hic-
kam Fire Department are all the Ajr Corpe fields on outly-
ing islands, cnd although the Hickom fire wagons are not
called to extinguish blazes on Maui or Molokoi, these two
ploces are still under their jurisdiction.

Head of the Hickam smoke eaters is one of the herces
of the air raid ot Hickam Field, Mr. William L. Benedict.
Three times wounded during the atiack, he still caried on
uniil he was cure that all the fires were under control, and
it was not until he was carried to the hospital by his own
men that he left the scene, :

Hickam's firemen have received the best schooling
possible, For several months before the war, two men were
sert to- active duty with the Heonelulu Fire Department.
There they became an actual member of the fire fighting
crews, and took a part in all the training end actual alarms.
Their training there was a gredt aid to them when they
were put fo actual tests on ldrge scale blazes.

Mr. Benedicts boas| has always been thal he was
here to prevent fires first, and then fight them if they de-
velsped despite all precautions. * He was once ar enlisted
man ori the field, first, with the maintenonce crew of an
airplarie and later s a part of the enlisted personnel of
the fire department. The outhoritiee were nct long in
recognizing his ability in this line, and they discharged

% him and placed him on civil gervice rolls as the fire chiet
of Hickam. In this posifion, he won the praise of every
officer of the field. gL

i Besides betiy chargec ‘uﬂﬂi‘ﬂ!ﬂ fighting of fires, the
Hickam smoke eaters have charge of one of the main air
roid alarms on the post, and for this reason ond others,
muzt necessarily be alway: on the alert.
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J]-DAY ®

When the jap dropped his load of eggs on Hickom
Field Sunday, December 7, 1941, among other things, he
left a headache for the cutomobile insurance agencies.
As shown in the picture on this page, some of the civil-
jan cars owned by personnel of the post were not all to-
gether unscathed, and the wily Tokyokel did not confine
his bombing ond sirafing to mililary objectives.

In the days following the raid, bomb sheliers became
a common habiiot for the Hickom soldiers, and men school-
ed in the use of tools and airplane engines were intro-
duced at the intricacies of a pick and shovel. Bomb shel-
ters were constructed at vantage points all over the feld,
and after a harrowing Sunday moming, the men were
not at all reluctont to get in them during a raid.

The damage dons by the raiding force of the Japa-
nese navy, though not what you would call negligible,
was for the most part superficial, and even before the last
slant-eye had left the air above us, our own planes were
operating, emd hangar crews were rolling out bombers
between bomb craters. The rapid manner in which Hick-
cam's soldiers slipped back into routine duties after the
rald is typical of the Ameriocan soldier. No time was lost
in weeping or complaining; rather they just started clean-
ing up, and making sure that "next time, they'll get a
warm reception|”

The Japonese cirmen did not make a hit and run
raid from which they escoped unscathed, As a matter of
fact, from official reports, over half of their ships failed
to return to their corrier bases. Hickam's ground crews ac-
counted for a number, the Navy others, and the Marines
atlll more. When tha final total had been arrived at, forty-
one jap ships were down on American soll, and forty-one
pllots were either killed or captured, emd would never
again fly the colors of the rising sun against the U.S.
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MEDICS e

Proven underfire, ond tested in actual combat, Hick
am's medical corpa is one of the finest in the Alr Carp
today. They were put fo a supreme test }-Day, and the
passed that test with flying colors, end not a loss of a poin'

Nerve center for the Hickam medical corpe is th
white walled, red crossed hospital, situated in the heai
of the Held. Here a well trained staff of surgeons, nurses
arid enlisted men take care of the daily omd emergenc:
nseds of thousands of air corps soldiers.

Heading the list of the medical men end women c
‘Bomberland is° Major Richard Lane, Fhght Surgeon b
chorge of the Hickam Hospital. Under him, the well trains:
siaff work smoothly and efficlently, meeting every problen
that arises with cool precision. Nothing is too small o
too great to receive the special altention of the “medics.

When the raiding force of the Jap Naval air am
struck at Hickam, the Hospital quite naturally was not full
prepared for such & major disaster. All available person
nel was pressed into service, even those who had just com
off night duty at seven that moming. When the first co
sualties storted coming in, they found the steff hurried!
prepared and waiting. Surgeons were ready for th
numercus emergency operations fo remove bomb frag
ments, ond ambulances carried to the general hospited
those cases which were too serious to be treated right or
the front line.

' The bombing of Hickam Field marked the first time
in the history of the United States that army nurses hat
been on the front line of battle. Always before they ha:
“line. But despite the hetrvy burden that was placed on thel
shoulders, they @id their work in such a manner as to win
the praise and admiration of all the officers and men ol

s pon
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BOMBER COMMAND ®

Ome of the busiest offices on the tield is Bomber Com-
mand Operations. Through this office are cleared all the
flights for the planes of the Howaiianm Bomber Command,
each ship being recorded o= 1o its destination, length of
flight, and specific mission.

Liason is another importomt function of this office. Co-
ordination-is vitally necessary in the running of a success-
ful war, and that coordination must foke in  all the com-
ponent parts of a fighting unit. Through the Hickam Bomb-
er Command S5-3, the flight of the flying forts are cleared
with the navy, with the coast artillery, and with all the
it bianches concerned. When o flight of planes soars
high over an American onti-gircroft post, even though
they are too high to be recognized, they are nol fired cn
by the American artillery because they have definite in-
formation that those planes will be there at a certain ap-
poeinted time. But let them appear an hour late, and they
will most certainly be challenged before they are allowed
to pass over head in peace. This is all part of the function
cfS3 *

Similexly, when Hickam's bombers encounler a
naval formation al seq, they know they will not have to
unlood their cargo of deadly eggs, becouse it is the navy
on patrol. They have this information on their flight orders,
entered by the Bomber Command Operations Office.

Bomber Command Operations are in continual con-
taet with all Hickam forces in the air. On patrel missions,
the rilots send In reguler period reports, glving thelr
position, the situation, and other information that would
interest thelr commemder. Thess reperts are in, turn glven
o the Commanding General by the cpsrations officer, and
‘through such a systermn, one ‘mian can keep idbs on any
number of aircraft. = a

Flight Ovder
Relaying
Drafring
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CONTROL TOWER e

Meet the men who had a ringside seat at an air raidi

The men who man Hickam Field's control tower, tha
traffic cops of the airlanes, had the best view of the entire
raid, but ask any of them what went on, and you'll prob-
ably get a blank stare. They were far too busy to worry
about a few bombs and a multitude of flying bullets|

During the raid, a flight of Americon ships appeared
on the scene, and since they were unarmed, it was the
job of the Hickom control tower 1o give them landing in-
structions and get tham on the ground as quickly as pos-
gible — no small job under ordinary conditions. But, they
got ther: down, ond afferwards expressed the opiniorn
that it was all in a days work.

The control tower must keep tobs on all air cralt
landing, taking off, &nd in the air at all times. Their busiest
hours are when the patrols leave in the morning, and
when they start to return. Each ship must wait iis tum to
take off, and shoots down the runway only after it hos
gained permission from the tower. When ships are com-
ing in, they get in the traffic circle above the tower, pee:-
ing off and lamding as soon as they recefve orders to do
s0.

Control tower work is under the supervision of a
communications officer, and is manned by radio technt
ciars from the enlisted ronks. The cutstanding prerequi-
site of a control tower operator is that he have a cool head
under all conditions, and affer landing a flight of bomber
during an air rald, there is none who doubt this quality
in the men of Hickam Field. :

Pilots coming in for landings, and going out on patrol
get most of thelr Informetion from the tower. Wind velo-
city, weather conditions, frequency for the day's flying,
and various and sundry other bits of information that are
necessary in the routine patrols cre passed on to the
piloia by these koy men. |
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INTELLIGENCE @

Putting into a widely read publication the story of o
highly confidential office is a task that would stump any
writer. The intelligence office of Hickam Field is one unit
that probably knows more, and tells less about the war
them emy other single depariment. Maybe that is where
they get the title “intelligence,” for it is they who release
the posters warning the soldats to see all and say nothing.

Combat intelligence, and counter espioncge as
handled by the Post Inislligence office of Hickam Field
iz o complex job indeed, and one that defies explaining.
Since the first bomb dropped on Hickam Field, they have
been busy preparing confidential reports, damage analy-
gis, reports on the capabiliies of enemy air craft, and
varicus and sundry items that are of vital importance in the
winning of the war.

Periodic intelligence summaries are prepared by
this office for the commending officer, laying before him
the situation as it has developed since the last report
hour, and as it stands of the time of the report.

Besides this necessary work, the Post Intelligence
office must keep tabs on hundreds of civilion workers as
part of their counter-sspionage system. Accurate files are
kept on all pertinent data, ready for the immediate use by
any cuthority.

It was the Intelligence Office that made the first re-
port on the raid ot Hickam Fleld, and relayed it to the Com-
monding General of the Howalion Department, through
the field officials, and eventually on to the War Depart-
ment in Washington. The journal kept by this office, which
has its first entry morked at 8:00 AM 7 December 1941,
will undoubtedly rest in the historical archives in Washing-
ton when this war iz fnished. At cnytime, the outhors
of future histories will be able to trace the progress of the
war from the first shot through to the signing of the armis-
tice by merely mﬂu&ﬂhﬂ ‘the' journal prepared by the
intelligence office.
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MOTOR POOL ®

Even a flying outfit like the men of Hickam Field have
to resort in no small proportions. to' the motorized equip-
ment of the ground-gripping army, and it is in this depart-
‘ment that the motor Beol of Bomberland fills the bill. Trucks,
'm4mﬂmmmYnMMm?mpnm
ed hour is the order of the day for the men who keep ‘em
rolling to keep ‘em flying. -

During the blitz, the men of motor tramsporiation
made an enviable record for themselves. Ambulances
were needed to go right into the middle of the bombs and
bulleis and recover wounded to be taken to the hospiial,
and these men, one -and all; with no thought of their per-
sonal safety, went right In, ond moet of them came out,
with their job well accomplished. When thelr trucks were
ghot out from under them, they didn't seek sheller—rother
they went looking for another truck, and so it went untl
the field was back on a routine basis.

Motor tremsportation in the army s a vilal, and to
the uninitiated, a complex business. Hundreds of vehicles
of cll sizes and descriptions from the bouncing “peeps”
to the lumbering heavy duty trucks must be accounted
for at all hours of the day. The necessary machinery for
this tubulating is set up within the motor pool, with a high-
ly trained stalf of dispatchers emd drivers. When a truck is
on call, the driver reports early In the moming, picks up
his dispaich and goes where he is assigned. When the job
is complete, and he is released, he again reports to the
motor pool with his dispatch signed, and his vehicle in
for servicing. :

In wartime, motor tremsporiation becomes more and
more complex. Tire rationing, gas rationing, and all the
rest of the restrictions must be taken inlo considaration,
and the days work planned to get the most use out of the
lecst rubber and gasoline.
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SIGNAL CORPS ®

Communications are the life lines of an army, and
the Signal Corps i8 charged with the job of putting these
communications through, Hickam's Signal Ceorps, under
the supervision of Lt. Colonel Church gecomplished this
job under actual war conditions In the least possible time,
and with the fullest measure of efficiency.

In the midst of the |-Day bombing, Hickam's regular
communications lines were in some plaoces disrupted,
causing a delay thal could not be tolerated. Again; in
the typical army way, the Signal Corps men went about
their duties with no thought of their personal safety, gel-
ting the lines up and establishing communications so that
Hickam could get back at their attackers. -

One of the inferesting sidelights of the Signal Corps'
part in the air raid was the story of little Miss Delores
Bush. six year old doughter of Warrant Officer Gerald
Bush of the local Signal platéon. As the telephone men
were removing wire fom a storage depot, Miss Bush. in
her own small way, tried to help. As one of the heavy
reels was pulled down, from the bin, it slipped rom the
hands of the linemar, falling across the legs of Delores.
She was rushed to the hosplial where it was discovered
that she had suffered a iracture of her right limb. After she
‘was paiched up and returned to her mother, she was
awarded the warrant of on honerary sergeant in the Signal
Corps.

After their lines had been established, it marked
cnly the beginning of the work for the Signal Corpa. There
wase the story of persevering the switchboard operators
who stayed on their posts seemingly endless hours, with
thousands of calls going through thelr boards every hour,
Line men were constantly on call, repairing. lines that
ware severed or damaged in various cnd sundry woys.
The teletype operators atoyed on their posts, relaying thﬁ
news of new developments from one heedquarters o
another, and sending and taking orders for the Commend-
ing Generals. Fleld switchboards were set up g the most
inconvenient places, so that every oufpost mighi have ',;,
line of communication with the Command Post.

Col. Church

Merrage Complated
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BASKETBALL L]

Hickam's second shot at the Haowallan Department
baskeiball crown was cut off before it ) , when Tolo
and Company dropped their lood of ives In éur

bmkymiThaSoﬂm*Hmwmwmmimqwh
opening, of all days, Monday, December 8, 194]. How-
ever, a terse order issued from Howaiian Department
Headquarters on the moring of that day said the league
opéening had been “postponed indefinitely.”

In the first year Hickam vied for service basketbail
honors on Oahu, they met with no emall degree of success
despite working under numerous handicaps. At the start
of the season, Hickam had barely completed its mowvo
from Luke Field, but despite the turmcil, Lt. "Tke” Winter-
mute gathered together a feam and entered the leagus.
When the final dust had cleared rom the play-off series,
Hickam was in second place, led only by Fort Kameha-
meha. Later in the season, however, Hickam quintet
odministered the Kam Warrior a 69-13 shellacingl

In their second year of competilon, the Hawalian
Department basketball picture was predominately the
blue and gold of the Air Corps. During the course of the
season, Hickam lost only one gome in the Secior Navy
mmmuphrﬂﬁmﬁmFTﬁm,
won two out of three games from the Fleld at
Schofleld cnd copped the Hawallan Department crown.

In en exhibition game during the Coca-Cola lourney
in Honolulu, the Bombers met and defected Fresno State
College from Callfornia.

Lt. John McDavid was the coach of this wonder
team from Hickam Field, and won praise in sporting circles
throughout the iskmd.
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'As Hickam's Artist Sees It
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YShe's looking for ber [apaness bowseboy who ram away with ber silvarware.
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GROUND DEFENSE '

One day In the spring of 1941, Hickam Field was
vaded. This usually peaceful Air Corps cenler awo
one moming to find a battalion of Infontry marching ¢
the field, pitch thelr tents, and generally make themselw
at home.

For weeks after the Invaslon, the lorge parox
grounds of Hickom were dotted with infomtrymen an
Air Corpsmen engaged in learing the use and principle
of light ond heavy machine guns, rifles, and all the equi,
ment and principles thot are necessary for an efficle
ground defense unit.

As a part of their iraining, the air corpemen wen
taken to the firing ranges where they had a chance |
put in actual practice the principles they hec been stud:
ing for the post weeks: Firing ot ground targets an
alr towed sleeves developed thelr eye, and acoounted {
no small manner for their accuracy against the raidin
Jape planes December 7.

Climax of the ground defsnse training was the n
treat parade held jointly by the trainees and the infontr
instructors. The infemiry band supplied the morchin:
strains, end Hickam's scldiers lined the parade groun
for what was to most of them, their first formal retrea
parade.

Colonel Jenna, now Hawalion Department Moral
Officar, was the officer in charge of the Ground Defenm
instruction.

For the second closs in ground defense, the Al
Corps non-coms who hod received instruction with the
first group acted as Instructers, and a new group of 500
Hickomites become acquainted with the weapons of in:
foniry war., This training of cir corps men enabled the
line outfits of the islands o release many men who would
have been used to guard Hickam's inslallations. The air
corps men themselves tock over, and showed that besides
“keeping 'em flying” they could be line scldiers ¥ the
occasion demanded.




Wishful Thinking

GUARD ®

Guard duty in the army is one of the first lastes
the average recruit has of army ways. One of the fHrst
duties assigned a new soldat is walking post, and not
cne in the new army of today gets through recruit camp
without a thorough knowledge of the “"General Orders”
of quard.

airplane to look after. Even the snappy looking soldiers
who waich the main gate, at least two miles from the
nearest ship, have thelr eye peeled for the safety of
Unele Sam's flying stock. No one is passed on the fleld

a ship comes in from a day's flying and is deserted by its'
crew. In the hours from dusk to dawn, it is "his" ship,
and a booming "HALT" will greet anyone who dares
come any closer than the prescribed limits.
+ Also coming into the growing duties of the guard
defachment with the cutbreak of the war was the placing
of sentries on the vital utility installations. If it were not
onto such a large reservation s Hickam Fleld, and we
would be confronted with the same problem that France
was many months ogo — o war from within, -
More recently coming under the supervision of the
Officer of the Guard was the charge of all the Ground De-
fense posts which must be kept ready for action and well
manned twenty-four hours each day. At the instamt of
the sounding of an air raid alorm, these gun crews un-
thelr weapons and Mr-?é‘::ﬁp:’
Y L

the drop of s bomb.

e OD must inspect the guard, and he earns the title of tha

st chellenged man on the post




Fowr Down — One To Go

HICKAM'S HEROES

Hickom Field Sundey, Decomber 7, 1941,
was a fleld in which every mom was a hero —
doing a hero's job whether he realized it or not.

On this page, we have not tried lo name
any specific men as the real heroes of the day;
we have only picked a few of the more oul-
standing, and given them the recognition which
should go lo every man on the field.

Among those pictured on this page are Lt
Welch, at the Hme of the rald a member of
the Wheeler Field Command, but gince siationed
at Hickam. From his pursuit ship, he accounted
for four Jap plones, more than any other one
man in the islands.

MaeNeill ", .. Sgis. R. D. Smith and R. A, Collins

"« » « Lii, Cooper and Eberenz

“ . .+ Pire Chisef Benadici




SILVER STAR

PURPLE HEART AWARD

GORDON A. BLAKE
ELMER P. ROSE
FREDERICK C. HALLOR

GEORGE G DUDLEY
LEONARD BLACKMON

MERION L. MASON
BFRNICE P. McLEOD
JAMES V. EDMUNDSON

. THOMAS L. DALY

ROBERT W. RAY
MATHIAS E. DONAT
THEODORE C. LUCZYK
LEITH MORGAN

W. BARTLETT
VERNON W. EVAN
IVAN €. LEWIS

ALBERT C. McCALL, JR.
CILARLES E. NAREHOOD



Swaight Shooter
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Everyibing's Here

Bundler for Takyo

ORDNANCE e

Ordnance Companies of the Army are charged with
the repair cnd maintenance of all fire arms and explosives,
and when atiached to an Air Corps field, handle all the
“eggs” that will some day blast a victory for the Allied
nations. Being an Ordnonce mon at one of the largest
airdromes in the Air Corps, cnd one that is in the heart of
the combat zone is no small job, but Hickam Fleld has
hundreds of them who fill every qualification.

Ome of their first asks as the air raid began was o
get quns and ammunitions out to the ground crews, so
our air drome defense units could function. The ordnance
leaders thought they had made fast time when they ar-
rived at their storage depot approximately five minutes
after the first bomb landed in Pearl Harbor, but they were
amazed to see most of thelr company there ahead of them
busily Issuing out anti-aircraft machine guns and great
quantities of ammunitions. They soon established an ad-
equate ground defense, armed and with enough ammuni-
tion for the repulsion of a lengthy attack.

When this matter was iaken care of, they tumed their
attention fo loading the ships on the lines, pushing the
old sand-filled practice bombs out of the way, and put
hundreds of pounds of TNT into the bombays of the wail-
ing bombers. Anyone's idea of the unhsalthisst job In
the world would be ferrying six hundred pounds of con-
densed thunder through an air raid, but that was just the
job that faced them, émd while the atiack was still at its
height, they loaded a plane, and sent it into the air.

The work of the ordnance crew is alded in no small
proportions by their own familiar brend of "jeep,” the
little yellow bugs that have equipment to handle bombs
just as a dump truck com corry dirt. A rush call to the ord-
nance CP will bring any number of these pint-sized crane
cars out into the open and rushing from the bomb dump
to the hangar line.
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Coffee and

.« Admit Ome

MORALE OFFICE ®

“Morale 18 that certain’ something that keeps you
going after your legs have told you that you are:licked,”
and keeping up that spirit is the job of the Morale Office
{more recently re-named, the Special Services Office.)
At Hickam Fleld, that job is not at all difficult, since the
morale here has always been ot the Highest level, but
it is still one of the most imporiant offices on the Held just
maintaining that high morale.

Hickam Fleld's Special Services Officer i Capiain
Howard Simpson, and to him falls the responsibility of
providing adequate Tecreational facilities’ for hundreds
of men. All the dances, operation of the thedter, providing
gpecial ehows for the men on their off duty hours, and
varicus and mindry other items cre placed on his desk.

Hickam's theater, though only o maokeshift affair
before the cutbreak of the war, was put out of commission
curing the air rald, ond a8 soon as things settled down,
the establishing of g new theater was the first thought of
the Morale cfficer. A new site and new equipment was
secured, and the men of Hickam only missed their movies
for a pericd of approximately a week. Now they have
three shows daily, leaturing all the first run pictures of
the local theaters, and at a price that comes within the
bounds of even a twenty-one dollar a month private—
if you can find one of these rare specimens.

Ancther feature of the Morale Office ot Hickam, and
cne that is unique to this post, is the functioning of o coffes
cnd doughnut truck. This truck leaves the office early
every momning, fully supplied with steaming colfee and
fresh doughnuts to be distributed iree to all the men on
qun posts and other slallons away rom the center of
Mnnﬁhhwhlmkwmhmbmq a familiar and
populmmhhm&-&dmmﬁﬁu.
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QUARTERMASTER @

The men of the quariermasier are the first ones to
start work on an army post, and the last ones to leave
when the site ls abandoned. Like the old squib for the
housewife, "The army works from sun to sun, but the QM's
work is never done.”

Duties of the quartermaster cre many and varied,
and begin as soon as a site for om army post or air fleld
is selected. In the first case, there is a special branch of
the QM known as the construction Quartermaster which
is charged with building the post. They design buildings,
or have them designed, supervise construction work, and
give the final approval before a structure is turned over
to the Commeanding General

Ancthar duty of the quortermaster is the 1:n1rmp of
utilities of an crmy post. With a large, sprawling post such
as Hickem, that requires miles cmd miles of lighting facili-
Hes, unending water mains and the like, it requires «
large staff of highly trained men.

Supply I8 another branch to which the army is in-
debted to the quariermaster. Everything from the issuance
of buftons to two ton trucks comes under the direction of
the Quirtermaster General. When the flagpole needs
painting, when scmecne wanis a sign painted, it's “call
the quartermaster,” and as 300n as possible, the job is
done.

"~ One of the biggest jobs of the quartermaster on
an army post is handling tromsporiation. They have
charge of all the molor pool focilities, and must keep
“accurate tabs on hundreds of motor vehicles every day.

Another branch of the quartermaster is the estub-
lishing and maintencnce of an adequate fire department,
and the success of the Hickara QM in this department was
_more than proved during the gir raid.

L
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LEAGUE PLANS FOILED

South Sector-Navy League offici-
als picked a fatefull day for the open-
Ing of the 1941-42 basketball season.
The siage hod been set for a gala
openning of this conflict for Mondeary,
December 8, but the day belore, and
ensuing events coused an “indefin-
ite” postponement of this athletic
batile in favor of a larger scale con-
test, for considerably more than a sil-
ver cup. But in both coses, we were
fighting for something we already
had — the Sector-Navy cup in bas-
ketball — and our way of life in
Amaeriogl

Plans for the re-opening of sports
competition among service pesson-
nel on Oahu have been dropped,
but the soldters still find time during
off duty hours for g game of base-
ball or a set of tennis. The Special
Services olfice of the field provides
plenty of athletic equipment to be
"used by the men. Although the com-
petition I8 not as keen, it still fills
the Bill for an athletic minded army.
 From now on, #i's Hickam first in
war, as well as in sportsl

Bombers Win Seven
Major Army Titles

OUTSTANDING ARMY
OFFICERS HEAD HICK-
AM’'S ATHLETIC TEAMS

Much of the success of Hickam's
leams in their athletic battles with
other posts of the islands can be ac
credited to some expert coaching
turned in by officers of the post
Heading the list of Hickam coaches
is Lt. Col. LaVerne “Blondie™ Saund-
ers, baseball mentor who has won
more-titles than any other coach on
the Held.

Others to whom a large measure
of praise must be accredited include.
Lt John McDavid, - coach of the

“wonder” basketball team of 1940- e

41; Capt. C. P. Vensant, coach of the

a

COP CUPS IN SERVICE
TRACK, BASEBALL, AND
BASKETBALL LEAGUES

In ﬂ_hnrnumdl-li:h:lm Fleld's

mhlﬂﬂ.hﬁldm-

petitian lor this 3 1941, the

tecm dn wecop the
Créwn, the track

o' Hickam Group team won

Deportment baseball winners inl941: I -South Sector-Navy and Department
Colonel ‘E. Moore, coach n!“’ﬂu' ‘baseball championships.

championship winning track squods;
Cal: R. Beemn, first baseball coach in
Bomberlond and Lt “Tke” Winter-
mute, first basketball mentor of Hick-
am. - Vi

For the most part, the coaches of
Hickam's athletic teams were form-

. Hickam's athletic program wris Set
in. motion almost before the last men
hdd vacated old Luks Field, and the

the Held was three months old. This
first basketball team, coqched by
Lt “Ike” Wintermute whs the .cnly
Hickéin tedm in a major spont that
did not win a title.

When the war broke, Hitkam's
group feams ‘wére groomig for the

material against last: season’s re-

" sults seemed sure of another success-

ful year in-1942. However, with the

« passing of December 7, 1941, they

- but,
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Ye Editor The Little Corporal
Seaff Arpise . « Prodwction Line
HICKAM HIGHLIGHTS @

Hickam Highlights, Hickam Field's first and
only newspaper was first founded March 135,
1940, and since that time has become an in-
tegral part of the Bomber Command in Hawall.

The first editor was Technical Sergeant Al-
bert “Foghomn” Kreiner who pulled the first
edition off the mimeograph machine just fifteen
days after he arrived in the islands. As the
paper met with more and bigger successes,
the staif was enlarged until it included staff
artist Joe Brimm, Rolond K. McCoskrle, Joe Mc-
Carthy, James McCall, Frank Zyzneski, Paul
Scott, Joe Haver, Jack Bunting, and a host of
others who have come and gone since the first
edition.

Hickam Highlights has always been strictly
a soldier's newspaper, edited by and for the sol-
diers of the post: It has been praised by some
very blg names, and has been run down by
scme just as big — but still it has managed to
survive every ftrial.

Colonel H. W. Ferguson has been the super-
loyal assistance has been the main factor in
keoping the paper going through every crisis.

Meny thought the Hickam Highlights would
fold in favor of more important jobs when the
war broke suddenly in Hickom's backyard;
however, the first war edition appecred on
schedule and was hailed with a8 much, if not
more enthusicsm than any edition before it.

The present staff consists of Sgt. McCoskrie
as editor, Sgt. Bimm as the Stoff artist, Cos-
poral Zyzneski as assistant editor and mimeo-
grapher, and Mrs. Norris ond Miss Kalama as

slenographars.

The present staff is trying to make good the
words of our first boast — “As long as there is
Hickam Field, there will be Hickam Highlights|"
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Che Barracks now are silent -
Where once your laughter rang
Che steel guitar 5 bro[nzn
Bheve around your /b

As the stars give ay
Jn Oahus” clo-

Lour memory. S0ars.~
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