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Wikipedia Overview

 5th Ranked in top global internet 
sites

 400 Million Users per month

 Available in 256 languages

Wikipedia -Top ranked site for Commercial Free Information



Telugu Site http://te.wikipedia.org 
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Wikipedia People and Institutions

 Volunteer Contributors build and manage 
Wikipedia content/tools

 National chapters promote Wikipedia and liason 
with institutions/stakeholders

 Wikimedia Foundation runs servers
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Volunteer Contributors

 What kind of people are  
these?

 Why do they volunteers?


 Let's see couple of short 
videos

 Video1, Video2

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Nice_People_MEDIUM.ogv
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Great_Feeling.ogv


2010-12-07  7



2010-12-07  8

Wikipedia Indian Languages Page 
View Trend Nov2008-Nov2010

Steady growth  in Hindi,Tamil, Marathi, Urdu,Kannada, 
Gujarati, Punjabi 
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HW Environment

 Desktop/laptop/net-book  use 
growing rapidly

 Cellphones achieved phenomenal 
growth rate.

 Every other person in India has 
a cell phone

 Limited support of Indic language 
support on cell phones

 Smart phones with support for 
Indic languages at Consumer price 
points entering the market (Nokia 
C3 at about Rs5000(Approx 
100USD)

Smart Phones at Consumer price point are critical
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SW Environment-Linux

Bengali, Hindi, Malayalam,Tamil,Telugu -Good, Urdu needs help 
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Localization Tools 

 Offline
 Poedit
 Virtaal

 Online
 Launchpad.net
 Translatewiki.net

Multiple tools, each with  it's own or limited Translation 
Memories
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Translation  Tools 

 Open source Tools
 Wiki
 Translate Toolkit

 Commercial Tools
 Google Translator toolkit
 Microsoft WikiBhasha

Simple Open source Translate tools in use by Community.
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Commercial Translation 
Initiatives impact on Community

 Google contributing to Indic language Wikipedia 
by Paid translators using Google Translator 
Toolkit

 Engagement is uneven, with some Wikipedias 
refusing content and  some others accepting 
content with checks

 Process for engaging volunteers is being 
improved.

 WikiBhasha recently launched. Impact yet to be 
evaluated. 
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Critical steps for bridging digital divide

 Commercial contributions of content need to respect the culture and 
policies of language Wikipedia. 

 Open source engagement of commercial companies like IBM, Sun 
could be a role model.

 Awareness of native language use on computing devices need to 
increase. Eg: Wiki Academies

 Information access should become universal. 

 Kiosks and mobile phones reach need to increase.

 Smart phones  and data usage charges have to become affordable.

 Government funded tools should be open sourced and put in public 
domain
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Questions

Email: arjunaraoc@googlemail.com


