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Let the people not perform on them (on Saturday and Sunday - ie) any kind of
labor. But get [them] together in the churches for the study of the service of
God and the Holy Spirit, which will cause [them] to inherit the Kingdom of
Heaven.

:109 'y ,0V
Regarding him who abolished the honor of the first Sabbath behold he
uprooted the foundation of the Church.

:141 0y 0V
The keeping of the first Sabbath is [equal to] the keeping of Sunday. If
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[therefore] the first Sabbath is not kept, [it is indeed as if] Sunday is not kept;
for the honor of the first Sabbath is written in the Orit, the prophets, and the
gospel, and the Sinodos of the apostles. He who honors it [also] honors God
who wrote with his own hand and commanded that one should honor it. And
God honors him who honors it.
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This is that which can be done on the first Sabbath and Sunday:

Slaughtering of animals

Cooking of food and the like

Preparing of wat'*® and the like
Whoever wants can eat meat which is slaughtered on the first Sabbath and on
Sunday either roasted or boiled.
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As for Israel, indeed, if their Passover fell on the first Sabbath they would not
prevent the killing of sheep and cattle and eating of meat roasted in fire,
because their Passover revolves annually in the seven days of the week.
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Ethiopian sauce of special spicy and hot flavor. '*°
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Thus Moyses, having reached Damascus, his ancestral home, took possession
of mount Sinai, on his arrival at which, after having suffered together with his
followers, from a seven days' fast in the desert of Arabia, he, for all time,
consecrated the seventh day, which used to be called Sabbath by the custom of
the nation, for a fast-day, because that day had ended at once their hunger and
their wanderings."'
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The Jew may worship his pig-god and clamour in the ears of high heaven, but
unless he also cuts back his foreskin with knife, he shall go forth from the
people and emigrate to Greek cities, and shall not tremble at the fasts of
Sabbath imposed by the law."”
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O Lord Almighty, who didst create the world by Jesus Christ our Savior, and
didst appoint the Sabbath, and rest thereon from all Thy work, and hast
commanded us to rest (on it) from all the work of our hands, and to be ready to
serve and do Thy commandmenst; and hast given us feast days (for) the joy of
our souls ... Wherefore we keep as a feast the holy day of His resurrection,
and honour the first day of the week, and give glory, and sing praise to Him
who conquered death and gave light to the whole world, and hath bestowed on
us incorruptible honour and glory, and be one pure flock, and hath blessed
them, even as He blessed Israel.
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And as to the pretext of our observing (lit. honouring) the day of the earlier
Sabbath, it is not that we observe it like the Jews who crucified Christ saying:
his blood is upon us and upon our children. For those Jews do not draw water
and do not light fire and do not cook meals and do not prepare bread and do
not move from house to house.

We, however, Honour it by offering up on it the sacrifice (eucharist) and
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perform on it the supper (agape) as our fathers, the Apostles, have commanded
us in the Didascalia .... Which David said: 'This is the day which God has
made for us to rejoice and to be glad on (Ps. 118:24).
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'except to burn incense and to bring before the Lord offerings and : 326 my ,001n opy™M ¥
sacrifices for the day and the sabbaths'.
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Besides the sacrifices the Falashas bring offerings (maswaet) to the priests. On
the Sabbath morning or at any lunar and yearly festival the women bring bread
and beer to the synagogue as offerings. The deacon accepts them and the
priest, turning toward Jerusalem, recites the benediction over them; then either
he or the deacon cut the bread in the middle with a two-edged knife kept
exclusively for that purpose in the synagogue or in the priest's house. The
priest takes one half and the other half may be given to the deacon and the
older people.

Before the women bake the bread which is to be given as an offering to the
priest, they go to the river and wash themselves.
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The preparations for the due celebration of this sacred day commence on
Friday at noon, when every one, who is not prevented by illness, repairs to
an adjecent river to bathe and change his garb. This task accomplished,
the majority lazily saunter about in the fields, or indolently recline on the

offerings, and gifts before God on Sabbaths, the festivals, and the day of the New Moon'.
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grassy margin of some sparkling stream till sunset summons to the
mesquid. The service ... lasts a considerable time, and in some places, the
plaintive notes of the worshippers may even be heard across the quiet
valley and around the lonely hill throughout the night ... Early on the
following morning, knots of figures enveloped in the graceful folds of a
white cotton dress, are again seen trooping up the narrow lane and over
the green sward towards the humble building dedicated to the worship of
God. The service of the mesquid having been duly celebrated, the people
again repair to their huts, where, after a cold and frugal repast,'” they
either indulge in nap, or meet together for social intercourse.
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145 my ,
After the conclusion of the ceremonies attending divine worship, bread and
pepper-soup, together with sour milk, are brought into the Mesgeed by all who
can afford it. As the Falashas have no fire in their houses from sunset on
Friday evening until sunset on Saturday, all their food for the Sabbath is
prepared on Friday. The Kaahen blesses the food brought into the Mesgeed,
breaks the loaves in two, and take out a round piece for himself, then helps
himself to soup which he eats first of all. The remainder is equally divided
between those present, whether rich or poor. This feast is called Makfalt or
Jaendshera Maswaot, (bread-sacrifice.) Beer is afterwards drunk, and as very
little moderation is observed, many become intoxicated. The children also
quarrel over the cakes, and the respective merits of their mother’s home
baking — thus one makes the best loaves, and another the thickest bread — and
yet, in spite of many shortcomings, this bread-sacrifice makes a favourable
impression, for even the poorest receive a full share of the food.
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... let the people not perform on them (i.e., on Saturday and Sunday) any kind
of labor. But get [them] together in the churches for the study of the service of
God and the Holy Spirit, which will cause [them] to inherit the Kingdom of
Heaven.
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And you priests, teach thus the people, on all the days you could, but above all
on the first Sabbath and on Sunday. On these two days let there be no reason
of work for you which prevents you from teaching unless illness prevents you.
Teach the people in order that they honor the first Sabbath and sunday.

M NYTPN .MNIAYN SNV TN MWD M) TN D32 DYN NN THYY OWITI NTN MM
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... one is to read the book of Pentateuch, the Prophets, the Gospels, Acts and
the Epistles; but we are also told that the eighty-one book should be read.”'
We are told that the whole of Isaiah should be read, if not at one time, in two
or three readings. After Isaiah there follow Jeremiah, Ezra, and Daniel, and all
the other major and (the twelve) minor prophets each in one, two, or three
reading. The Psalms are to be read at the noon service. When the Pentateuch,
the Gospels, the Epistles, or the other book of the Ethiopian Bible are to be
read is not clarified. We also learn that, contrary to this rule there were some
priests who read their own different compositions, which were called
"periods", and did not read the Gospels, Acts of the Apostles and the Epistles
except occasionally.
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There is a strong tradition of "learning" as an integral part of the liturgical
service which leads to a central place being given for the reading and
exposition of Scriptures. Sanctioned by King Zara Yakob, this practice was
undoubtedly inspired by the synagogue. There are also a series of Ethiopian
liturgical terms in this connection which appear to have a Jewish base.

King Yakob had also reaffirmed the tradition of reading the whole of the old
and New Testaments in a manner recalling the Parashah and the haftarah
where is a special stress on the Law and the Prophets.
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... the following prayer is offered by the priests and congregation.
Priest.—"Forgive us, for all men are sinners, forgive us."
People.—"0O Lord."
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Priest.—"Forgive us as often as we offend thee."

People.—"0O Lord."

Priest.—"For the sake of the Holy Word, and of the Holy Law, forgive us."
People.—"0O Lord." ...

Priest.—"Forgive us, O Lord."

People.— "Forgive us." ...
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[The following] is that which you should not do on Sabbath and on Sunday:
. cutting of grain or grass ... hunting wild animals ... building a fence ...
And drawing water is desecrating the Sabbath.
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The first-born of cattle is brought to the priest when it is a year old, in direct
opposition to Exod. xxii. 30. The flesh is eaten only by the priests, and upon
the same day that it is slaughtered, the remainder is burnt before the going
down of the sun.

If the first-born of cattle be a female it is retained by the owner, but the milk
and butter afforded by it belong to the priest. The first-born of an ass they
redeem with a lamb. (See Exod. xxxiv. 19, 20.)
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Prohibition regarding the kindling of fire on Sabbath is not mentioned in D.**
One cannot argue ex silentio that the kindling of fire is not forbidden in D
because it is not mentioned. Moreover, the existing Ethiopian custom is
against such an argument, for, even though one is permitted to use fire on
Sabbath, it is forbidden to start a new one after Thursday evening.
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'After sunset the fires in the houses are extinguished, and without :xxxiii /0y ,1oW59
the light from the fireplaces, which usually can be seen through the open or half-
closed doors, the darkness in the village is complete'.
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be unclean, be impure, be polluted, be contaminated, be defiled, be profaned.
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Secondly, if he has issued semen let him not enter inside the church on that
day. And on the day when he wishes to enter the church let him wash himself
with clean water and come.
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... they entertain the most rigid notions as to the sanctity of the Sabbath. The
preparation for the due celebration of this sacred day commence on Friday at
noon, when every one, who is not prevented by illness, repairs to an adjacent
river to bathe and change his garb ...
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On that day restrain your feet and keep them from walking, your hand from
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blasphemy, except from glorifying God; abandon anger and may your hearts
and thoughts turn toward the fear of my name.
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English Abstract

The following document serves a double purpose:

1. To describe and categorize the Shabbat laws of Beta Israel as they appear in the book
Te'ezaza Sanbat and are practiced by the community, starting from the middle of the
nineteenth century till their immigration to Israel.

2. To suggest various proposals as to the source of the Shabbat laws of the community and to
point out those that are the most plausible.

There are three likely explanations, individually or in various combinations as regards the

source for their customs.

1. Beta Israel organized their Shabbat laws from holy scripts in their posession - The Bible,
the Apocrypha and the Te'ezaza Sanbat.

2. Ancient Jewish traditions that preceded written rabbinic literature determined the Shabbat
Laws of the community.

3. Their practices of Shabbat laws were acquired from their neighboring communities,
primarily from Ethiopian Christians who have many laws similar to those found in
Judaism, and who were the dominant religion in Ethiopia beginning with the fourth
century,.

The Beta Israel literature on the topic of Shabbat is extremely limited. The topic is dealt with
primarily in the tenth chapter of the book Te'ezaza Sanbat and this seems to be either a copy
from or a reconstruction of the Book of Jubilees 6-13. We are also in possession of travel
diaries of missionaries, Jewish researchers and emissaries and limited amounts of biased
materials. Furthermore, in-depth interviews with well-versed authorities of the community
play a major part in this study.

This research is organized according to the 22 verses of chapter ten of Te'ezaza Sanbat. Each

chapter deals with one of the laws of Shabbat, analyzing its performance in the following

manner: the Scriptures and its translations, literature from the second commonwealth period,
writings from the Mishna and the Talmud, with emphasis on hints regarding early practices,

Geonic writings, Karaitic literature, Samarian customs, customs of the Ethiopian church and

the customs of Beta Israel.

The eighth chapter of this research is dedicated to summaries and conclusions. It briefly

describes the development of each of the Shabbat laws dealt with in the Te'ezaza Sanbat, the

practice of the community and a reasonable source for their custom. The chapter is
summarized in table form.

From the summary table it is clearly evident that the Shabbat practices, as observed by the Beta

Israel since the mid nineteenth century till the time of their immigration to the State of Israel

toward the end of the twentieth century, display a distinct tie to The Holy Scriptures in their

possession, to early Jewish practices and a partial bond to the customs of Ethiopian

Christianity.

1Y



Saving human lives on Shabbat.......... ... 131

Saving human lives on Shabbat in the scriptures..............cooovveiiiiiiiiiinnenen. 131
Saving human lives on Shabbat in Second Temple literature........................... 131
Saving human lives on Shabbat in Mishnaic Talmudic Geonic and Medieval Rabbinic
LIEIatUure. ..ottt e e e e 135
Saving human lives on Shabbat in Karaitic literature....................cooeviiinn... 141
Saving human lives on Shabbat in Ethiopian Church practice.......................... 143
Saving human lives on Shabbat in Beta Israel practice and its place in the
development of ritual [aw..........ooiiiiiii e 143
Chapter Six: Carrying on Shabbat............coooiiiii 146
Carrying on Shabbat in the SCrPtUIes. ........ooviiiiiiii i, 146
Carrying on Shabbat in Second Temple literature................ccooeeviiiiiiinnnnn.... 146
Carrying on Shabbat in literature of the Talmud and its commentaries............... 149
Carrying on Shabbat in Karaitic literature.............c..cooiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, 152
Carrying on Shabbat in the Beta Israel practice and its place in the development of
TItUAl JAW. .o e 155
Chapter Seven: Traveling riding and setting sail on Shabbat............................. 157
Traveling on Shabbat in The SCriptures. .........c.vvviiiiiiiiiiiiiieie e, 157
Traveling on Shabbat in the literature of Biblical translations.......................... 158
Traveling on Shabbat riding and setting sail in Second Temple literature............. 159
Traveling on Shabbat in rabbinic literature...............ccooeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 162
Riding and sailing on Shabbat in The Scriptures and its Apocryphal literature -
INroductory TEMATKS. .....eutit e e 165
Riding on Shabbat in Rabbinic literature..............cccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 165
Sailing on Shabbat in Rabbinic literature... TR 7/
Traveling riding and sailing on Shabbat accordmg to Samantan practlce and in
Karaitic [eTature. . ........oe e 173
Carrying and Traveling on Shabbat according to Ethiopian Church

02T 5 P 176
Traveling riding and sailing on Shabbat according to Beta Israel practice and its place
in the development of ritual law ....... ... 177
Chapter Eight: Summary and conclusions.............c.ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicn e, 179
SumMmarizing Chart............ooiiii e e 185
Bibliography. ..o 186
Addendum A: Personal information on the interviewees and the dates of the
IIEETVIEWS . ¢ ettt ettt et e et 205
Addendum B: Leading questions of the interviewer................c..cooeiiiiiin.n, 207
Addendum C: A Map of Beta Israel Concentrations in Ethiopia ....................... 209
Addendum D: Photographs..........coouiiiiiiiiii e 210
Contents and English abstract............coooiiiiiiiiii i -1V

II



The prayers of QUIMTAN ........oouiitiit i 67

Prayer in the writings of Philo Josephus and the New Testament........................ 69
Fixed prayer according to the Mishnaic and Talmudic scholars......................... 70
Shabbat prayer in the custom of the Ethiopian Church.......................o 72
Shabbat prayer of Beta Israel............ccooiiiiiiiiii 75
The nature of the binding triats of Shabbat in Beta Israel................................. 79
Chapter Three: The prohibition against work on Shabbat.......................ool. 81
Commerce on Shabbat. ... 83
Shabbat commerce in the SCTPtUIES. .......oouiiiiii i e 83
Shabbat commerce in the literature of the Second Temple period............ccccvveernennn. 84
Shabbat commerce in the Mishnaic and Talmudic literature.............................. 85
Shabbat commerce according to Ethiopian Church practice.....................cooieie 87
Shabbat commerce according to Beta Israel practice................cooiiiiiiiiiiiininn. 87
Field work - attending to animals on Shabbat................c.cooi i 88
Shabbat Animal Care in the scriptures and Second Temple literature................... 88
Shabbat Animal Care in Mishnaic and Talmudic literature........................cce. 90
Shabbat Animal Care according to Ethiopian Church practice........................... 92
Shabbat Animal Care according to Beta Israel practice..........cccceevvveerveeenieencneeennnnn. 92
Lighting fire on Shabbat..............o e 95
Lighting fire on Shabbat as found in The Scriptures its translations and the Second
Temple HErature. ... ...oouiii e e et e e e e aeaeen 95
Lighting fire on Shabbat as found in the Mishnaic Talmudic and Geonic literatu....96
Lighting fire on Shabbat in Karaitic writings and Samarian practice.................. 98
Lighting fire on Shabbat according to Ethiopian Church practice...................... 100
Lighting fire on Shabbat according to Beta Israel practice....................cooeeii. 101
Chapter Four: Bodily needs on Shabbat................coooiiiiiiiiiii i, 105
Ritual impurity on Shabbat...........coooiiiiii e 105
Ritual impurity on Shabbat in The Scriptures and Second Temple literature......... 106
Ritual impurity on Shabbat in the Mishnaic Talmudic and Geonic literature......... 107
Ritual impurity on Shabbat in Karaitic literature............cccccceeviveerieennieeenieenneeenns 108
Ritual impurity on Shabbat according to Ethiopian Church practice.................. 108
Ritual impurity on Shabbat according to Beta Israel practice........................... 109
The position of community practice regarding the laws of ritual impurity on

Shabbat. ... 110
Marital relations on Shabbat.............coooiiii i 110
Marital relations on Shabbat in Second Temple literature................................ 111
Marital relations on Shabbat in Mishnaic and Talmudic literature...................... 112
Marital relations on Shabbat in Samaritan practice and Karaitic literature............ 113
Marital relations on Shabbat in Ethiopian Church practice.....................oounel. 115
Marital relations on Shabbat in Beta Israel practice..............c.ooviiiiiiiiiin.. 116
The position of community practice regarding the laws of Marital relations on
Shabbat. . ... 117
Adultery on Shabbat..... ... 118
Sun-bathing on Shabbat.............o 120
Chapter Five: Shabbat greetings.......c.ooouviiiiiiiiiii i 122
Shabbat dISCOUISE. .. ...nuttit e 122
Shabbat discourse in The Scriptures and Second Temple literature.................... 122
Shabbat discourse in the Mishnaic and Talmudic literature.............cccccevueeiiennennne. 125
Shabbat discourse in the Karaitic literature................cooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinen. 128
Shabbat discourse in the Ethiopian Church practice.................oooiviiiiiiiii 129
Shabbat discourse in Beta Israel practice and its place in the development of ritual
P 129



Table of Contents

PrelaCE . ..o D

ADSITACT. . . ottt e e 7
INErOdUCTION. ...t e 8
An investigation of Shabbat Law HiStory ............cocoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiic e, 8
Legal traditions of Beta Israel - the range of the study..................coooiiiiii. 8
Purpose of the Study ..o 10
Beta Israel LIterature ............couiiuiiiiii i 10
COMMUNIEYE TEXES +..ventetet ettt ettt et et et et e e rere e 10
The book Of JUDIIEES. . ...oueei i 15
Te'ezaza SAnbal. .........oiuii 16
Document and research literature. ...........c..coooiiiiiiiiii i 17
Oral sources for the customs of Beta Israel...............ccooco . 18
History of the Study.......oouiiii e e 20
Shabbat observance in the Ethiopian church...................o i, 21
Method and program of the Study............ccooiiiiiiiiiiii e, 26
Methods of writing the Study.........coviiiiii 27
Te'ezaza Sanbat...... ..o 28
Photograph of the Te'ezaza Sanbat manuscript Chapter Ten............................. 29
Chapter One: The laws of Preparation for Shabbat.......................ooiianLL. 30
Preparing for Shabbat in the scriptures and the Second Temple literature................. 30
Preparing for Shabbat in Rabbinic literature.................cooooiiiiiiiiiii 31
Biblical exegesis on the laws of preparations for Shabbat................................ 32
Customs of the Mishnaic and Talmudic scholars in preparing for the Shabbat........ 32
Gathering fruit in the fields on the Shabbat...................o. 32
Preparing for the Shabbat in the Mishnaic literature...................cooviiiiiiiinn... 34
Preparing for the Shabbat according to Karaitic custom.................cooevieiiinnnen. 34
Preparing for the Shabbat according to the custom of the Ethiopian Church.......... 35
Preparing for the Shabbat according to the custom of Beta Israel...........c.ccccoeuen. .. 37
MUKEZER. ... e 38
The prohibition against carrying in literature of the second Temple..................... 39
The prohibition against carrying in Rabbinic practice and in Beta Israel............... 39
Chapter Two: The commandment of Shabbat and its nature.............................. 42
Enjoyment of the Shabbat............... 43
Enjoyment of Shabbat in The Scriptures and the Apocrypha......................o..... 43
Enjoyment of the Shabbat in Literature of the Second Temple........................... 43
Enjoyment of the Shabbat in the Talmudic Geonic and Medieval Rabbinic

LIEIatULE. . ..ottt e e e 45
Enjoyment of the Shabbat in Karaitic literature.. ceerreneneeneennn 48
Enjoyment of the Shabbat according to the custom of the EtthplaIl Church .......... 49
Enjoyment of the Shabbat according to the custom of Beta Israel....................... 50
Fasting on Shabbat........ ..., 54
Bible study on Shabbat.............ooii i 57
Bible study on Shabbat in the Scriptures and the Apocrypha..........ccccovevvivieenieennen. 57
Bible study on Shabbat in the literature of the Second Temple.......................... 58
Bible study on Shabbat in the Mishnaic and Talmudic literature........................ 60
Bible study on Shabbat in the Ethiopian Church ...................ooiiiii, 61
Public reading of the Bible on Shabbat according to the custom of Beta Israel....... 63
Bible study on Shabbat according to the custom of Beta Israel...........ccccoceeieennennee. 65
Shabbat PrayeIS. .. ettt e e e e e aaea s 66
Prayer in the Bible and the Apocrypha............c.oooi 66



This work was carried out under the supervision of
Professor Meir Bar Ilan Department of Talmud
Bar-Ilan University
And Professor Michael Corinaldi

Netanya Acdemic College



Halachot Shabbat of Beta Israel

according to Te'ezaza Sanbat

Yosi Ziv

Department of Talmud

Ph.D. Thesis
Submitted to the Senate of Bar-Ilan University

Ramat Gan, Israel November 2008



	Microsoft Word - הדפסה - 1 - כותרות.pdf
	Microsoft Word - הדפסה - 2 - החיבור.pdf
	Microsoft Word - הדפסה - 3 - ביבליוגרפיה.pdf
	Microsoft Word - הדפסה - 4 - נספח א ב ג.pdf
	Microsoft PowerPoint - הדפסה - 5 - נספח ד תמונות [מצב תאימות].pdf
	Microsoft Word - הדפסה - 6 - תוכן ותקציר באנגלית.pdf



