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1. In line with Economi c and Social Council decision 1997/306, the
Commi ssi on on Science and Technol ogy for Devel opnent (CSTD) is to review
at its fourth session the inplenentation of, and progress nmde on

decisions taken at its third session. Further to this decision, the
present note has been prepared by the secretariat as a background document
for the Conmission’s consideration of this agenda item As action
concerning nost of the decisions at the third session will be discussed
under separate itenms of the agenda, this note focuses on activities
relating only to: a) the information and comunications technol ogies
(Econom ¢ and Social Council resolution 1997/62 A); the science, technol ogy
and innovation policy reviews(Econonmc and Social Council resolution
1997/ 62 B); and the Gender Advisory Board reviews (Econom c and Socia

Council resolution 1997/62 D).

I nformati on and Communi cati on Technol ogi es for Devel opnent

2. Resol ution 1997/62 recommended that each developing country and
country in transition establish a national strategy for information and
conmmuni cation technologies (I1CT), taking in account, inter alia, the CSTD
gui del i nes! and al so that existing strategies be reviewed in the |ight of
those guidelines. It further recommended that action be taken by nationa

Governments to ensure that an entity, whether already existing or
established for this purpose, be charged with the design and inplenentation
of the national |ICT strategy.

3. Wth a view to facilitating the exchange of experience at the
international and regional |evels, countries were also invited to prepare
for the fourth session of the Conmmi ssion a report on their |ICT strategies.
This report would include their respective priorities, the mechanisns for
updating, and the procedures for inplenmenting the strategy. The UNCTAD
secretariat brought these recomrendations to the attention of all States
nmenbers of the United Nations (TDO 870/1CT of 23 March 1999). In addition

the menber States of CSTD were requested to notify the secretariat if they
intended to report on this subject to the fourth session. The Comm ssion
may Wi sh to consider the preparation of a synthesis of national ICT reports
submitted or presented by nmenber States at the fourth session in response
to this request.

1 For the guidelines see E/CN. 16/ 1997/ 4.



E/ CN. 16/ 1999/ 7
Page 3
4, Furthernore, resolution 1997/62 invited relevant bodies of the
United Nations systemto assess their capability to provide assi stance and
pronote cooperation in the area of ICTs and to suggest areas in which they
would be best able to assist developing countries and countries in
transition in the design and inplenentation of their own national ICT
strategies. To this end, the UNCTAD secretariat invited the 27 United
Nati ons agencies to comunicate to it information on their assessments (TDO
870/ict, 28 June 1998).

5. To date, 22 agencies have responded. Mst of the responses received,
however, have consisted of general information and broad work progranmes
rather than assessments of their activities in relation to the design and
i mpl ementation of ICT strategies. Additional information was obtained
t hrough direct contacts and t hrough i nformati on avail able on the Internet.
The responses of the different United Nations bodies would appear to
confirmthat in the past two decades, significant efforts have been made
by United Nations organizations to pronote, within their own respective
areas of mandates and conpetence, the diffusion and effective application
of ICTs in devel oping countries and countries in transition. Various forns
of ICT-related activities organized within the United Nations system m ght
be identified. Anobng the areas in which ICT-related initiatives were
reported were the principal areas of research, the application of ICTs in
devel opnent programmes, advisory and training services, |ocal capacity-
bui | di ng, particul arly in i nfrastructure, sof twar e devel opnent,
connectivity to global networking and financial resources mpobilization for
the diffusion of ICTs in devel oping countries and countries in transition
The synthesis  of these assessments is contained in docunent
E/ CN. 16/ 1999/ M sc. 3

6. The Commission’s Working Goup on Information and Comuni cations
Technol ogi es had al so conm ssioned a number of background reports. It
subsequent|ly convened a scenari o-buil di ng workshop which included inputs
fromvarious research entities. Fromthe wealth of accurnul ated know edge,
a source book was conpiled and edited for use by the public and private
sectors as well as by academi a. The book, entitled “Know edge Soci eti es:
I nformati on Technol ogy for Sustainable Devel opnent”, was published in 1998.
Copi es have been nade available to the missions in Geneva and New York and
to CSTD States nenbers. Additional copies have al so been sent upon request
to research institutions and libraries. The work has been used as
background material in workshops, mainly in developing countries and
countries in transition. Perm ssion has been granted to the Internationa
Devel opnent Research Centre (IDRC) in Otawa, Canada, to publish abridged
versions in French and Spanish, and to China’s Mnistry of Science and
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Technol ogy to translate the work.

Sci ence, technol ogy and innovation policy reviews (STIP)

7. Econom ¢ and Social Council resolution 1995/4 requested the
Conmi ssion and UNCTAD to liaise in establishing a programme of country
reviews on science, technology and innovation policy (STIP) for interested
countries? The purpose of the reviews would be to enable participating
countries to evaluate the efficiency with which their scientific and
technol ogical, as well as industrial, econom c, educational and social
institutions and mechani snms contributed to the devel opnment -- particularly
technol ogi cal devel opnent -- of their enterprises. The programre woul d be
ai med at assisting participating countries to identify the strengths and
t he weaknesses of their innovation processes; to evaluate and strengthen
the contribution of science and technol ogy policies and institutions to the
devel opnent of their productive sectors; and to elicit support fromthe
international community in these efforts through the diffusion of the
findings of the reviews. By enriching the pool of know edge on the policy
design and application, the reviews would also help other devel oping
countries and countries in transition to inprove their own policies, while
at the sane tine opening opportunities for effective internationa
cooperation.

8. The first STIP country review, initiated at the request of the
Col ombi an Government in 1995, has been successfully concluded. A second
revi ew was undertaken in Jamaica during the 1997-1998 period and has al so
been conpleted. Two nore reviews, in Ethiopia and the United Republic of
Tanzani a, have been initiated and are at different stages of
i npl enmentation. The requests for simlar reviews by several other
devel opi ng countries and countries in transition, including Romania, Costa
Ri ca, Cuba, Venezuela and Myanmar, are currently being kept on hold pending
availability of resources.

9. Following is a brief account of the progress made, and of the
findings, of the four reviews now under way.

10. Col ombi a. The review was conpleted in 1997 and at the tine of the
preparation of the present report, the report on the STIP review in
Col ombi a was being prepared for printing (UNCTAD/I TE/II1P/5, Sales No. E.
99.11.D.13). A nunber of recommendations put forward by the revi ew have

2 E/ CN. 16/ 1997/ 5 contains the objectives and nechani sns of STIP reviews.
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al ready been inplenented or are in the process of being inplenmented. Its
i mpact on the local innovation community has been considerable. O
particul ar significance have been the recomrendations relating to the
adoption of new innovative mechani snms for research and devel opnent (R&D)
financing, including: (a) the restructuring of current financing schenes
for existing and additional R&D resources; (b) the transfer and allocation
of sufficient resources for R&D and i nnovation in general; and (c) other
public-sector initiatives reflected in the refocusing of public
expenditures to take into consideration innovation activities and
programmes. The national training agency (SENA) has been restructured to
i ncorporate training for innovation. |In addition, national bodies charged
with the strengthening of intermediary institutions (e.g., standards and
quality control institute, business support agencies) have been briefed and
advi sed on innovation-rel ated science and technol ogy policies and on how
such policies can be better integrated into the institutions. The response
of both the public and private sectors to this exercise has been very
positive and encouraging. At the tine of the present report’s preparation
a brief report on the current status of the inplenmentation of the review s
recommendat i ons was expect ed.

11. Jamai ca. The second STIP review, in Jamaica, has been successfully
conpleted and was released in March 1999 (UNCTAD/ITE/I1P/ 6 Sales No.
E.98.11.D. 7). It has already had a significant inmpact on the design of

Jamai ca' s national innovation policy. Again, a nunber of recommendations
proposed by the review team have al ready been adopted, particularly in the
i nformation technol ogies (I T) sector. Eight projects covering the fields
of education, technol ogy and entertai nment have been designed and are at
the inplenmentation stage. These stem directly fromthe review Currently
the National Conmission on Science and Technology is considering and
seeking resources pertaining to the recommendations made in the
entertai nnment sector, particularly music, and in the agro-business sector
The national system of innovation in Jamaica is in the process of being
devel oped and, as proposed by the STIP review, will feature the integration
of the country's national institutions.

12. The STIP review has also given rise to other activities. As a
followup to the review, a subregional project entitled "becom ng a gl oba
pl ayer, opportunities in the nusic industry for devel oping countries” has
been initiated. Several other Caribbean countries including Cuba and
Trini dad and Tobago have shown interest in this project. A July 1998 fact-
finding mssion confirned the findings of the STIP review. Currently
resources are being sought to ensure the continuity of this work.
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13. Et hiopia. At the request of the Governnent of Ethiopia, the
secretariat has conducted an integrated investnment policy (IP)and STIP
review in that country. It was initiated in Novenmber 1997 with a
progranmm ng m ssion during which the secretariat held consultations with
governnent officials, representatives fromthe private sector, science and
technol ogy institutions and donors. The Ethiopian Investnent Authority and
t he Et hi opi an Sci ence and Technol ogy Comm ssion were jointly entrusted with
the preparation of the background report. Subsequent to the conpletion of
that report, an evaluation m ssion consisting of UNCTAD officials and three
i nternational experts was carried out in Novenber 1998. The mission
focused on the following five sectors identified by the Government as its
priority areas: the small- and nedi umsized enterprises sector, investment,
policy coordination, agriculture and the |eather industry. The evaluation
report is scheduled for conmpletion in June 1999. The final roundtable
nmeeting presenting the conclusions and reconmendati ons of the reviewto the
Government is scheduled for the summer of 1999.

14. Uni ted Republic of Tanzania. An integrated IP and STIP revi ew has
al so been initiated in Tanzania at the request of the Governnent. A first
preparatory meeting took place in Novenber 1998. A second visit was planned
for April 1999 to review progress in the preparation of the country’s
background report and identification of the sectors/specific policy areas
to be addressed by the evaluation team

15. In resolution 1997/62, the Council further decided that, subject to
the availability of extrabudgetary resources, the Comr ssion should
organi ze a workshop on the experiences of STIP reviews in different
countries. Gven that only two reviews were at an advanced stage of
i mpl ementation during the 1997-1999 inter-sessional period, a workshop at

this time would have been of Ilimted useful ness. However, there are
certain activities in UNCTAD which mght be of interest to the CSTD in this
context. UNCTAD has an extensive programe of policy reviews which, in

addition to the STIP reviews carried out in |iaison with CSTD, includes IP
reviews and developing a programme of investment and innovation (I11P)
policy reviews. The Commission on Investnent, Technology and Related
Fi nanci al Flows of UNCTAD has decided to review its work progranme on
country-specific policy reviews during its fourth session in the fall of
1999. The outconme of this review could be used as an input to the STIP
wor kshop called for in Council resolution 1997/62, should the Comm ssion
decide to hold it during the forthcom ng inter-sessional period.
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CGender Advi sory Board

16. The Gender Advi sory Board was established by CSTD resolution 2/1 for
a period of four years on the basis of extrabudgetary resources. Its
function was to facilitate future deliberations of the Comm ssion and the
followup to its reconmendati ons on the gender inplications of science and
technol ogy for devel oping countries. In accordance with the resolution, the
Board was to report to the Comm ssion at its third and fourth sessions.

17. A report® on the 1995-1997 activities of the Board was presented to
the Comm ssion at its third session. Anmong the planned activities of the
Board were the establishment of three interactive Regional Board
secretariats, one each for South-East Asia, Latin America and Africa
Initial plans have been outlined for the establishnent of a first Regiona
Secretariat in Jakarta as a joint initiative of the Indonesian Institute
for Science and the Gender Focal Point at the UNESCO Regional Ofice.
Prelim nary plans for the establishment of a Regional Secretariat for the
four MERCOSUR countries were drawn up in 1996, while work on setting up an
African secretariat was being planned in 1997.

18. The Board held two neetings during the 1997-1999 inter-sessiona
period. In July 1998 in Uganda, it reaffirned its objective of providing
gender input into the Comm ssion through increased substantive interaction
anong the Commi ssion’s nmenbers and Bureau through secretariat. It also set
up consultation activities wth concerned United Nations offices,
specifically with the Division for the Advancement of Wonen and the United
Nations Devel opnent Fund for Wmen (UNIFEM, for the purpose of
strengt heni ng coordinati on and maxi m zi ng synergies.

19. Wth regard to the regional secretariats, a Menmorandum of
Under standi ng setting out conditions for approval of the proposal and
timetable for paynents was to be prepared for the Jakarta office. The
proposal for the Montevideo office had to be revised to take into account
the mandate of the Board and its expressed concern for the proposed
secretariat to develop strong relations with other non-research groups
i ncl udi ng non-gover nnental organi zati ons, networks and the private sector.
A prelimnary proposal still needed to be developed for the African
secretariat. Al so at the neeting, the Board reiterated its support for the
formati on and devel opment of national commttees on gender issues, and
accordi ngly decided to revise the budgets of the regional secretariats in
order to allocate nore seed nonies for the support of such comm ttees.

E/ CN. 16/ 1997/ 8.
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20. The third Board neeting was held at York University, Toronto, Canada,
24-26 February 1999. The regional secretariat proposals from Jakarta and
Mont evi deo were revi ewed and accepted pending certain revisions. A deadline
of 1 May 1999 was set for an African secretariat proposal. Nat i onal
conm ttees and support to themwere discussed, with attention paid to where
nmoney or other resources could make the strongest inpact. Sever al
priorities were set for the next nonths, including issuing of contracts for
the Jakarta and Montevi deo secretariats, devel opment of the Gender Science
and Technology Policy tool-kits, the creation of a website to provide
i nformati on on gender science and technol ogy policy issues -- ww. gat eway
-- and the start-up of a Romanian national commttee.

21. In reviewing the activities of the Gender Advisory Board, two issues
require the attention of the CSTD. As nmentioned earlier, the Board was
created in 1995 for a four-years period. Its mandate therefore expires at
the end of 1999, and the CSTD will have to consider whether to renew it.
In this connection it should be pointed out that the work progranme of the
Board remains to be conpleted and its budget has not been totally expended.
Furthernore, the Government of the Netherlands, which has funded the
Board’'s activities, has been requested to extend the duration of the grant
to 30 June 2001, so as to allow the Board to conplete the transfer of
resources to the regional secretariats and to ensure that they are fully
functional . The financing of the Board beyond that tinme will require
addi ti onal financial resources.

22. Anot her issue that needs to be addressed by the CSTD in the event of
the renewal of the mandate of the Board is the latter’s |inkages with the
Conmmi ssion. Wile CSTD representati on on the Board was encouraged fromthe
outset, no nodalities have been set for cases in which a representative of
a CSTD nenber State has been replaced or a country ceases to be a CSTD
menber State. Wien the Board was established in 1995, the Conm ssion
recommended ei ght individual s* to serve as Board menbers in their persona

capacities. Two of these were representatives of CSTD nenber States, one
bei ng al so a nenber of the CSTD Bureau. Since then, these two nenbers of
t he Gender Advisory Board no | onger represent their countries to the CSTD.
Thus, since 1998, no CSTD nenber has been serving on the Gender Advisory
Boar d.

4 They were: Dr. Swasti Mtter (Netherlands/India), Dr. Marina Ranga
(Romani a), Professor Farkhonda Hassan (Egypt), the Hon. Wnnie Byanaim, MP

(Uganda) , Dr. Shirley Mlcolm (United States), Dr. Joske Bunders
(Net herlands), Dr. Geoffrey O dham (United Kingdon) and Dr. Sonia Correa
(Brazil). Dr. Bonnie Kettel (Canada) was appointed by the Board as interim
Board Coordinator. Her term of appointnment will expire with the appointment
of the coordinators of the three regi onal Board secretariats.



