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Status of the Afghan Special Immigrant Visa Program 

Introduction 

The Department of State ("State"), the Department of Homeland Security ("DHS"), and other 
U.S. government departments and agencies involved in the U.S. Special Immigrant Visa ("SIV") 
program are committed to helping the men and women who have taken enormous risks to 
support our military and civilian personnel. Congress, under section 602(b) of the Afghan Allies 
Protection Act of 2009, as amended, requires this quarterly report to review statistical data on 
nationals of Afghanistan who have applied for status as special immigrants. 

State issued 9,741 SIVs to Afghans in Fiscal Year 2019, including 2,3471 principal applicants. 
As we continue to strive for process improvements, we also continue to ensure thorough 
screening for national security concerns. SIV issuance numbers through the fourth quarter of FY 
2019 are available on travel.state.gov. 

The Consolidated Appropriations Act for FY 2019, as enacted on February 15, 2019, authorized 
4,000 additional SIV s for Afghan principal applicants pending the submission of congressional 
reports, for a total of 18,500 visas allocated since December 19, 2014. As of September 30, 
2019, State has issued 13,471 of the available 18,500 SIVs to Afghan principal applicants who 
are employed by, or on behalf of, the U.S. government in Afghanistan, or by the International 
Security Assistance Force (ISAF) or a successor mission to ISAF. 

Average Wait Times for Each Step of the SIV Application Process 

All steps in the SIV application process are outlined below and include the current average 
processing time for all involved U.S. government entities. This statistic captures total U.S. 
government processing time in calendar days, beginning with the applicant's initial submission 
of documents to State's National Visa Center ("NVC") and ending with the date of visa issuance 
at a U.S. embassy or consulate.2 It does not capture those steps in the SIV process that depend 
solely on the applicant's initiative and are outside the control of the U.S. government. SIV 
applications move through 14 steps, in the following four stages: the Chief of Mission ("COM") 
application process; Form 1-360 petition adjudication by DHS; visa interview and security 
screening; and final visa adjudication (issuance or denial). 

1 Figures include adjustment of status data from U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services. 
2 The Department of State's National Visa Center ("NVC") should not be confused with the National Vetting 
Center, also known as NVC, established under the National Security Presidential Memorandum 9. 
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