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Author’s response to reviews:

Reviewer reports:
Sirirat Anutrakulchai, M.D.,PhD (Reviewer 2): Dear the authors
I have suggested some minor corrections. For more properly, please correct as these suggestions.

1. "Differences between before and after treatments in the same group were determined with the
paired student's t test.”

Answer: Thanks for your comment!! We have modified out description of study method
accordingly, please see main manuscript 2nd revised version P. 14, Line 14-15.

2. "To evaluate whether spironolactone has an inhibitory effect on the AGES/RAGE axis, we
pre-treated the AGEs-stimulated HAECs with spironolactone at different concentrations (0.1, 1,
and 10puM) and the results are presented in Figure 5."
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Answer: Thanks for your comment!! We have modified our description of study result
accordingly, please see main manuscript 2nd revised version P. 18, Line 7-10.

Aihua Zhang, Ph.D., M.D. (Reviewer 3): My concerns have been addressed. | have no more
comments.

Answer: Thanks for the comment!



