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Figure 1 | Six universal Sustainable Development Goals cutting across economic, social and  
environmental domains.
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The following conventions, 
declarations and agreements 
apply to MDGs:

1948 Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights

Millennium Declaration

The International Covenant
on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights (ICESCR)

Convention on the Rights of
the Child (CRC)

Convention on the Elimination
 of all Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women (CEDAW)

UNESCO Convention against 
Discrimination in Education 

Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities

UNFCCC, CBD 

CBD, CCD

     CBD, REDD,
London convention

   UNECE Water convention

     CLRTAP,
Montreal protocol

          Montreal protocol, Stockholm
     convention, LTBT, Basel convention,

 Rotterdam convention, SAICM

Reduce biodiversity loss

Safeguard ecosystem services

          Maintain healthy nitrogen
and phosphorus cycles

Maintain clean air

      Sustainable use of extracted
and novel materials

       Maintain global
hydrological cycle
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Figure 2 | Six sustainable development goals (SDGs) for integrated delivery of Millennium Development Goals and planetary ‘must-haves’ (or 
Global Sustainability Objectives). Targets set within each SDG directly address social, economic and environmental dimensions. These goals, 
and the targets beneath, may be operationalized through a policy framework across levels from international to local, some of it already extant.


