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Introduction

THE 9th April 1940 erman vaded ar Norw

enmar fell | Swrrnt r”g ho rs We alfrrt?e s and W
rincipa agro”s tn ﬁy were. in the H he inv ders

ar In ive r victims, thou rumours lap vrrous |ece[s)ﬂ
|nte nce onte tosme ﬁ” deveIo still less |dac?us
exrst %s ec wrt orway, wit hn ee ere was a tradrtrona
rrenﬁs a years standing. T etreac ery of the proceeding was only
equalled yrts SUCCES

From he start if wasa parentth IrttIe ouI be doneb the Allies i |n
face or German arr su orr e so ge tlons, Were ast
orﬁranrse In an them ronf ce tra dnorthern orwa

e former spee utt enort ern expe rtron ore s]c €S a 8

attme OWeVeT, ventsesew ere ﬁer%ge

evenu re- oo ar y
{00 swr ouNtrigs eenoverrun rance
sue fo armrst ce an

eate S,
as a t0.many Ihvasion seemedrq to_stare the
nrte gdom n t e face The decision vr)as taken to abandon Norway.

This. battI summary_ deals with th% vacl side of the ogeratrons of thg
camﬁartg n orwa he services qf the an and air forces 8 touche
S0 far as Is necessary to exp ain the naval movements an t/)eratrons

The campaign fell into two well-defined phases, viz. —

Phase 1

ror& Vgrrl when ﬁrman rnvasron forces were frrstr orted a seq, to
&4th prr heh the de co&n er-of en |v orwag) was a out t
urrn this p rro the |edn va fort was chr fly concentrate

ctro eenem naval or es em oryeh R)Aera]troyn

esee Hr var %? CCESS, th eGer eKyunrs e

ex e tion of the |n crur iicher, whic ass k ythe Orwegian coasta
ences, were all back in erman pOrts by

Phase 2

Allied cfounter -offensive, fro 14th A rr]f hen the frr 5 flrghts of the
e rtronar 0rces were reachr LE Sa?t orway, He when
t ast r urn convoys reach rt oyn 0o ts hroughout this
P et e a(\yy] art’was cf |e usrnes carr troon nd stores
o an eattyarn with s me servrcetr ﬁhore In [)to the advance
andt e anti-aircraft protection of the tempor ases at Namsos
ﬁ mg the. story. of wh t Mr, Wrnst N Chchhrll describes as thi

fams ackle Campai

qn it must y mem ere that the events recthde to
Phaecrerv aurn er circumstances very different trom those obtaining at the en

1.The Commander in-Chief, How1 Fleet, never considered invasion possible under the
conditions existing at any time in



I Pl v, Rl S0 AL s o
ote tra It1es of air att cks n shi sa the. most e rve co nter-measures
theoretrc adar w its In anc he experienc
err e romt e remarkahle series o am r l0us operati O%X% rc C aragtertrﬁ
led strate romt e [andings at Diego Sudrez In to the en
War was as yet Undreamed of.

oA -k e o e L g e ferln
hen It amey manip[gontﬁsw (%E% ueq: se befngre OOégcrencres Ern fraine

B\II'S nne ater Ures
iﬁ COU 1o ab ave geen rea

naera FI ve years ater,
coula not ECOH'[ mpIate at the time t ecampar N Was oug

The events which led up to the campaign.in Norway centred on the great
importance, Eoth economic and strategr %candmavr to aermany J

he 1938 statistics showed an ann sumption by Germany of seventeen
tonso reblron g h Jn Ion t sof hich ¢ m rom soorces
e ocka cyt Off, six. mill on tons om
we en. rs |atter supply .cou be denred {0 her or senou alred,
eeme sh d not fon o rnuet W m er most srp
rom e rsh ort ea In the If o nra u rn wr te
ort Was rce oun nd the route then ta en ws T0 enes
own the coast 0 orwa Here, It a ear to tf e es was a den
oty B Sl vy e gl
ferritoria twate and rntertJerence wrt tetra wouI rnvo ve the tec
Infringement of Norwegian neutrality.

It was an rntole[)ablesrtuatr n th ttheAhres should he thus? ackled b th%rr
&wn scrupulous observance o the etter 0 th t ternatrona aw. W é
had

a
eﬁrmeén%an t°£é°‘t%h S§ peénrher 1 3 a : Ii\rfmrraﬁ1
c}ale the attention oft Inet tot em? hen on t hro ohou‘
e ot .h“ventthe‘hetts“_atrﬁf P thhty”Jttrttétﬂtnm%ﬂ.t’artr
positions Xﬁ th I\?orwegran C0ast.

The Germans were of course fully aware of the importance of the. irop ore to
them hut the were con(t ent that’ ents coﬂ? emaJewr gwegen

arran
et 4 il rgrtn Jlar s, sispat o e o
were content tO rel Ed respe 0 Internation aw tO rotect t
a C on ItS n mal Ier route an l0ed that at the outsel a n utra
rwa eto err ad ntag ore any Weexs, noweyer,
mrr ae er O% af'ﬂmﬁ gr In-C Ie an avy an 0 a

the ablest strategist erman war Ieagers was castrng covet%us eyes

1Actua|| thrs view und strm ted the r gortﬁnce of scrap %n [N 0 the German war
econ%m% ﬁxag\oera edr ere H; h the stoppage of the Narvik route alone
would make tot erall im ortatron weden

2The quhtHon Winston ChurchrII CH MP
3Churchill, The Second Wortg War, Vol. |, p, 421 (E r%lrsh Edition).

St B o el el ey v
2



ntheNorweg nco 1anp on 3rd ctober]1939h oaked thF attgntron ofthE
Fn rer | esrra g Sgafrmnﬁ ases there H] e followed up a wee
ater wit ernrtesugge tion for te occupation'or that country.

At about the same time, there w re indications of mcreased cordiali
between Great Errstarrn H]?\t rwaLY nA 9e attotrS there2 would not oné
Hrenaoe the |§)n ore, but. mrlgfﬁ nFer c tarn c(or&rnﬁencres open, the *b

oor ' to the Baltic, With its relatively undefende an seab ard.

The Russian.i vashon of Finland (30th No ember an ro osal. of thﬁ
AIIresto sen aid to the har Bressed Inns, w ocoudo erace throy
an rn? nP rs, s}eern,J resent an. ooeportun em to o am st
oc & ermans mas v(rrrs IS cause Serous
alarm rn1 tﬁ Ent ct was establ| orwe lan traitor %ur lin

a 8ce itler or ered preme n to prepa
orthe invasion of Norway and enmar

thoptloa/mtrh lrjrstérgu[erinntlhshougeré%utttrergt¥wrrbtse{ c%rr]tdlu0 g ?[:l@thM arch 94}?@
ed the immedi tx/cau %un nxrle Mld itler ﬁecr ed that the opefat on

IS _projected Invasion of rance and the Low Countries, an rxe n
W [;) (?rgvasg own as % akE ace abou 8§h p

[t S0 ha ned that towards t eend ofMar Mr. Churchill’s representations
tlﬁst borgpferurt anc? thev\l\jhed rnmen Ided to. Iray mrnespo?ft e coast
2\ orvv% In oréter to “force trg outsrP orwegian’ territorjal. waters
Il V\POSSI cons erat]on was to be shown or orwe lan suschegtr Ilities, but

as r a se t at IS step was. not unArke ovog ermans
vroae ﬂ eutralrta/ ag It was eore CI\P ohoI dt ops rn
a INess o a tavanger, erg 0 erm and Narv ?
ear evidence errlrnte tion to % F atecosen or ﬁyzlngt irst
minefield was pril :"this was subsequently altered to the 8t

L R R L o
a su |crent”ntrrourng situation, though the scope’and method of t errpIans
were very (ifferen

lThe\A?ermzhn Admrral gese '”.chhsdhé’”r‘é ubli sahted in gazgcru 23k aﬁthahe
orl ar
tfﬁom the possessron o?t ecoast 0 ?\?orway Rt r?oubt Avémrral ae er wasaé

iliar wr
IS
2Thrs was. precisely what the Allies were most desirous of obtaini iplomatic

egt/he as, hFh, ter ever, recervelr? scant encouragement from tﬂg bgc ndinavian

3It'< robable that hhe |tmark rncrrtent when, on 1gth Februar C tam Vran in the
Cossack demanstrated that tnere ias 8 mrtf %Neat rrtarns[p [ye and that un er
%errt drg”clrrcthmsaa ces she was prepared to violate Norwegian neutrality, played its part in

4Had the orhqernal date beea %dherep to, it is probable that the Norwegians would have
been more on te qui vive on






CHAPTER |

PRELIMINARY EVENTS

1. German plan of Invasion [Plan 2
The erm ‘}of invasion hr ed on surprise and Wasc terrseldvox

E IraR eﬁgtwergrergp oyedq %rmgln ISI%ggaélrLe étng %O OUF n{ e?dﬁow u

ome eight hun eratrona alrcraft an two aH three r{ndr
trans o anes s mented thernB Isea\ orne an rn g, W rcgwere anne
E) ce s Housy s rendal, Kri transan (south) an
gersund ergen, Trondheim-and Narvik.

F e whole available German naval stren th wfas to be ugsed in SU{) ort of tthrs

0 eratronSlt(r ndertaken wrth ut co gx&aet Orc%ardzs

attedat an
surprise. in t

[raK), In e}trloersé
atter It Was r ? aLl) COU g neutralise
L el

|rs lace an e rces 0 eratrn m ca tured rwe airpo
ar as th en f ool\er tr(?ri asc ncer ed It Was o sr ere t at
reatest ICL\ tx and rrsk ie J” t e return of the naval units to
er any after tne landings were complete

6th March 1940 Grand dm ral Ra der rssued Nlre directive outIrnrn
nava 0part the rrhvas (on orces ocat rwax]were orgams
rou e

oo Al 0 o e i Ao

Gro . ) o Task
Group 1 Commanded by Vice-Admiral Liitjens3

Btéﬁéts‘érttsttag) To act as covering force for.the whole operation,
charnHorst saihn% t?t rﬁarn ?ndr ¥rv)rces ?—Iavrng
reached. he line hetans ergen, to cret

ersion In com an U
ot S8t Gl B0 ol

Par oft ? e
rnt%s 0 cover the return of the other nava
units to Germany.

10ne for Denmark, six for Norway.
2The risk swere sobe] asseSSﬁd and.a fcePte Grand Adm aeder.
eration in Itself is contr rg foa prr c(oe deoray nava war ar Accordrn%
trst eory, It could be carried o us ¥Ewe ad paval syprem ¥ e do not
oE the cqn rarY we are car& g er ro N ce oaf eva]s ysrgperro
rrtrsh eet. 7 te § ander- ﬁ avsy ves at provide
Surprise is compete our roops can and wil success etran por orvr/a
many occasions in bhe histor ar tr#ose verarvI ons have heen aucces Lul

which went against all t rinci es 0
SUrprise. g ﬂe ort 0 o[mma er-in-C av to rer date StheMarch 1%40

gxce"ttl‘ga'nc'tgvsaé‘s‘t%%”%h”'Snvavrr‘sw}"e%;ac er”i‘lhes'cjglt Stt t'@t‘em'%'ded“hr i Sdercgodg i
gPt relg P]ce for ?hrs he Og Pf ce on %he air, of WhICanR ?rar? uW 8n¥vof dthne
dvance of the army overland f

3Deputy Commander-in-Chief. The Commander in-Chief, Admiral Marschall, was sick.



Sec. 1 PRELIMINARY EVENTS

Group Task
est
he’f eidkamp (S.0.) Under Commodore Bonte, fo effect ation
@cﬂmh 2 (% arvrP( nvoBm t“ Ing.0 %BB men
|et erv oeder H ? eheral an ten to rejoin the
ans Ludemann attlecruisers.
erm Inne
eora'(/lee .
fﬁa&% enrlpelrm
rich GIes
EriC Koeﬁner
Group 2. Commanded by Captain Heye, C.0. Hipper
8|n Cruiser . )
Hipper Occu atlonofTrondhel inv hn?the_landlﬂg
Dest_r ye B Pout 0 men, after whi 0 rejoin t
OMOIdt attlecruisers.
eo or Riede

B T%&COlJnemann

Group 3. Commanded by F.0. Scouting Forces, Rear-Admiral Schmundt

a) Li C ui _ . . |
Eh S[Jer;ers OC9COLbD%1tEOnn of Bergen, involving the landing of

Boat Fltilla ()
1) Commanded by s.0. 6thTB Flotilla

owpedo Boats

arI Bet rs

Group 4. Commanded by Captain Rieve, C.0. Karlsruhe
Light Cruiser

arlsruhe Occupation of Kristiansand and Arendal,
De_lpot Ship (‘inv%?vmg t% ana}ng o% about 1100 men.
singtau

Torpeﬁjo Boats

;@ea@er
0 E-boat Flotilla ()

GrOUp5 Commanded by Re%rAdmtlraI Kl#momletz i the anding of
Biicher TEkg) Cupatign of Oslo, involving the landing o

Pocket Battleship
Lutzow

Light, Cruiser
Emden



GERMAN PLAN OF INVASION Sec. 1

Group Task
Torpedo Boats

N\% [0S
M}ﬁo | Eoil @

Group 6. Commanded by S.0., 2nd Minesweeping Flotilla
4 Minesweepers Occu ?tron of ca(?le st ﬂsn at  Ekersund,
Involving the landing of 150 men.
The foIIowrn(% measures were ordered as protection for the ogeratron —
(1) The battlecruisers Scharirhﬁrst ang Gneisenau, later to be joined by the
p er, were t0 patrol the southern part of the Arct
QT er%ht U %to be drs osed in sujtable areas, stret from

ar\ﬂ)lgle nd. | t?r elrarStﬁIsChown to the Skagerrak anrp I%gastern

Amr efr |d to. be laid n% errak on the day of the initial landings,

H %er?reldsto ec?are t?hrewestc astoq orwayT J
4A|rreconnarssance and protection during day g

Anti- submgrrne patrols in the Kattegat,” Skagerrak and further

The sion of Denmark, whrch was to take |&C€IS utaHeouF(! IS0
Er In the nava‘[ % Inclu

r
Egeswr olstein was t (Ijag %ﬁe%og%y orsor % men§ anda ﬁ ES){
e o
br?dge K“%Ie art 486 mens and oth r ey points on the Danish coast.

,(,} e |mr8%edrae foJowu or B eﬁﬁn and the p to the southward

erCLhdrn en a%e edrntrans orts %ursedasor%ma%

dB Vy sIn SO as fo arrive Ina
ter t € asSdu OI'CES %( t
daWIEh

100 re not to be sent to
E tra Sports owrn to the r {rnter eption on the g[ret andﬂs
éﬁ ree eac

srxseam IS c% du ge as ordi arg/merc ant ships an
r¥sores were esg ese northern po
0 e th shi ran em nt ere de or tw

arrive befor S
nkers to arrive at?\larvrﬁ an ong at ?rongft to ue t enava units.4

zr“ttterrr)rtgterr ol et BT B
ransport r% | S tot |ng 74 ) mg
orth etween Ger an ports

1It had been in ende that a raft should | ines in Sca Flow, to
oA b i A
avaI ut orities muc to Admrral

with total f 72,000 G.R.T,,

aeders annr?
ons of rmy stores.

carrzrng]35}6§etaroyasnsgf2nttr?rls\elssm P Ie &

rNarvik the Rauenfels. Alster and Barenfels : for Trondheim, the Main
a 0evemaeVI tednasuFur%eSd gustteofatrttdseast?gpstsheLevante aﬂone reacheaztt aes(tinatron
4Thewasthre”e atgsda}tg etefSec dth Sk for Trondh Only th
\ N r Narvik and the errak for Trondheim. Only the

Jan Weelfeam ee Srmanss gacﬁed\lnawesatrnatron ? § Zrl osteaf y



Sec. 2 PRELIMINARY EVENTS

2. The British Minefield and Plan R.4 [Plan 1
During the first week of April 1940, while the final German preparations

sthgB MG o e A
hase on Scapa quwpand commande hyA mrraﬁ CS0 har s Fornes

éte\rNaS %er%rd{t\}rggt hre aeas shou%dz b% (de'\cllarri dgngeronus one #rgttae
$t ZSEh Mgrng Wrn% E qlaf;gteétlégﬁteatr : %JIE% deN réelotg rI]a th%otlheta
L s

qbrn omeswretob
actua eV rw eto e dec red an erous
85 500 rst.min swer aid, utn tbe ore, In.order ore uc ance
0 me trn orwe ian ships 0 warw 1[5t a torr was rwa
pl sl i el Tt

Qx é)raﬁ Bea%?gldv%rs]ge hou‘ia he grvenyup rather th

As aIread{y mentioned, the Allies Jradrod]eﬁ]rded t0 h(?ld tré)ops readyatto cCu

he ports qf Stavanger, Ber and rea d
aut th 1d not rn]endB tdgFan tr OPS n el\mrway untP{ ﬂ %Jermans havé
violated” Norwegian neutrality, or there | dence that they Intend to

cl
doso  These measures werey known as P f QaFEX
The troo ? for St va er and er en, obattallr ns each, were to sail. in
crursgrs n‘ Ile a srng a lon ron n atransp rt arJrvrng
saerr han heo s nrNarv eex tron ane on
a er cale h ernrtra Iandrng was to c%rre out ﬁttalron
rvgs Er sar IE a_trangport dccomp nred dt 0 cr slers all under
mrra dwar vans these were to_he followed by an ole the res
{'[I& rr a eT and ater Y some French troo s—a tota gtlh
% h ort was then to become a reqular base Wrt ItS loca
efence orces and fuel supplies.
triking force consrs crujsers and three destroyers under
Vrf i\dmrrgl grr G or H\%ard #ol?ﬂ 5 ruiser Squ dron ywaf to he
in regdrness at *10 dea ana/ seaborne exp er ans
}% e( Harns 0 an er-In- ome
ar ed thre shr s o the urse a ron, un et Vice-A mrhal
S a stri rng orce from capa t ou ?\h dps were to continue t
?gqulrcrg { ey were Employed on in"spport o rwegian convoys unt
cover was to be rvrded the Rodney, Valiant, Renownand ulse,
screegﬁ 10 destro ersp £ s, to notedtrha/t thesE orﬁra ronrg worﬁ Ehave
e un ra]enw out an arrcra carrier, swc ome Fleet
oearséeséat (r)/rrr]aet£ ough Germany was at that time t only Power with w ch we

an hav an Incl entwrthﬂ

1See Ap endrxA

arzrme% Arkrh oyrau a&ﬁ Gld]rrdfr]r%ath j in the MedH rrﬂrean rE orderhtaod e%rr?vn Or]etfret?rsneémgt
evonport, and was theh at't

e
onBrn[thaos no?yet uﬁy operatronally



PREPARATIONS AND MOVEMENTS 4tn. Tt APRIL 1940 Sec. 3
3. Preparations and movements, 4th-7th April 1940 [Pran 2

On 3rd April the Cabinet took the fin decrsrnto wrth the mine-
&ra/rn dAd)gtl ? In %agrhg IaE

a at hhe 3 w o F%r orste In the CruIser

0 sall on %rce% Eﬂ\r/eI ot agrt%rsutrgrtrlo ar%e Wlh

Ben%iopgt ok & eregran convoy she was profecting and arrived at Scapa

The ships é éL‘avan er and Bergen assembled in the Forth under
étrl)crgsAvggr]ePglm abke rntﬂ] evonshrre@ térrsvserESquOﬁ( add &Fasgo\erv Bﬁ?‘tﬁ 7a

aThe Tevr z nk eCDO@f IePty Sfour d%s 0 ersl of thF 3rt eFlO}hlel?reindefrf
dpd andet rne rB rndrc d)dlt at 9% our aviest shi

orweﬂrasn_Natv _V? [g)esrn0 Someron to ?Htérrugtjtrs each( rnens Irlh \}est

rh g]o mander in- 71 ecrde {0 sen E\dJm ral {}\]Ihrtw rth 1n

ﬂ %enown ith a acreen 0 es}tra ers ort { enortherh] mrneie ers;

irmingham and a co stro ers# ard

IﬂS'[ a, German |sh|r]g Eet W re {0 '{OI ?P%} L#'Fl#n t(‘,OO)SISI P? orwa}(t

mrraI hrtworth eve nd ne

Was a an wrt our mrn ers

ro e otr an tarn r burton-_ee wrt

tr ere t scot he rnrne ers n bse uent atro
the mrne re ne o0 enown’s screen, the m so arte
m any sest%ppIost thBrc u%aman allen ver oar

rn weathers (1 (?n tWO ter, meetrn erior
the enem S Was,0ve \'V rme W0, 0t er estro ers, tﬁe ¥§errﬁ
mrne'-? freten

res kfor terw ich the Were {0
f? %V rs screen E miral \A?hrt orta

nsttl Jgr dhfn oﬁgsg g nrlnntgenod ﬂ‘?e 9 Hreet theugrrmr gehard and her destroyers o

Meanwhile, the Germans had st rted emharking_troops on the,6th and the

first of their groups—those bound or Narvi H ronaheim qeft tperr ﬁome
waters late that night.

4, German Fleet reported at sea, 7th April ; [P (Ijan 2

At 0848, 7 a_reconpal nce cr t reported a cruiser and two

dest}ror{r}ers in g@ Bb | ?E g ]%Ja (rna es south of% N gste Wq
orthwar t ommander In-

—t en at hgAéapa owls—mesﬁ%
rom th %Pm ander-in-

and 0B ttherurnber fss Wlt i

enheims were leaving at 11

Inglefield, Ilex, Isis, Imogen.
Grei/hound Glowworm, yperion, Hero.
ostile, Fearless.

aﬁ ﬁdqn OUE 51% f e recervé MEessa e

Imed fi crurs
Irn tons

%Stmrt/dE § 5%” Phom the enemy.

H

Esk, Impulsive, Icarus, Ivanhoe.

Hardy, Hotspur, Havock, Hunter.

They were escorted by eight aircraft which drove away the British shadower.

9

1
2
3
4
5
6



Sec. 4 PRELIMINARY EVENTS

A further si naIf Lom the Comrnander in-Chigf, Ros e(d 52 arr %d
a ad reported three enemy destroy esrn i
at 131o, errBours was given as 190°, 12 nots It Tooked as t ough they
Wwere omeward oun

Twenty minutes later (1420) a message from the Admiralty (A.T. 1259/7)

came
ent repayts syggest erman_expedition is hejng prepared. Hitler is
re orted ?romp% P L"&dg] ieba\f 8!’ ep 3 oste IﬂqJSD ovement of one
5 . q # an arvr Wi, srmultaneous OC upation
arv

sign |n te
B} ée (irven fogrlwaerrrvaf at RI ?trkav?rgemh Rderfl 5 sald fo'be opposing e pian.
U

[l these reports are of doubtful value a d may. wel| be only a further move
inthe war o rnerves 8reat Qelt opened ortraat¥ro §t|1£ ’H

receipt of this m r Charles For rrthfltt to on
hourns ﬁ%%fge ?or stlgamessq‘(neree&ho(t:rr§pl eegpsgdbesode e the fleet to oo one

%‘gren at 1727, arrived ané;thermessage from the A%mrr o)ésgﬁtT 1720

fas?an %rr aft'had sl hteé orﬁrse od)eEar eeesn np%h i yrﬁcharnho st

de tro IS Was the
L ation 0 en eav Sh sbern at séa t g rea omman er In-
el stren t 1 rea order C rtar urser an EUO er movemens on

g 0 teI eal] regport)s raaln Sogar%ecert gt IS tter“slrgn]e fe ¢ at
snips o Ita erI-?omeEeet Sal rom capa ; the &Qosyth strr@gt‘orce saled

theT hne“repleé t%etadﬁ declteear? ”t ea eS\?FoejacldEd th%% /rke%g]fealty " gclhgnltj%
was made In thepan or laying the mines in Vest Fjor

Comman err ief subse uently remarked that in the light of later events ‘it
wasun ortunate tha rlast aragrap vd/asrncq dﬁd g

Thehe had been vano S rnﬁrca“oas that same. Iuge scale naval operation was, afoof ;

afteré eseco wee in Marc boat activities msttdedr age routes, ad abru%)é
ease 0in elr employment esew ere %Woa and destroyer. mrneaira eean
ad peen

g
Zeen Fn” eﬂrtans §tﬁrt8£t{s Ct aS. Sn e epenarory ‘sé rom”'S Ji
nusua actrvesn Sever arrcratre rt nens trvrt
urin rrn |e dEc nfore a ur c |t v
| |h un aded headli
at eI ence ornte rn onedrectron as can eclearyseen now t
un orrt]unate A tt etfrme rtwa wrdonrl; 8315%558 05 | it f
The two ﬁrmgn 0rces re ogte a an wleie da most certarl;tyt esdariteef orce

COnSlStln of 1 Se arm pera estro ey t Ort
n e S B T i

gir own reckonrng a

the |me ermans psng no ostrearrcr
1546 fourd stro ers neann w o VoY 4we e ordered to complete
eoh arriya t S F four esro ers ere
ere {0 raise steam and at 6 | ﬁ wasor ee t %eed

H.N.
eh%ht destro er to arrjve mdposrtron 8 0 at poss pril,
n sweep to the nor hwar

goon as 1 efour est ro ers wit
bomtae?slgf eorrtt 0 en g%%‘”ﬁf%ﬁteq% ﬁw%‘dﬁﬁﬂﬁ ué%(t: b\%rcel%tb? Qutlan@':

ﬁ xrmate etween a [0JeC orce or 3 [a
F ee”r et il eeste yisiy edp N h(?]t? bc“Jutmseyf i
@aﬁdttt ct'te“” géjan”t!h § ‘e°w5sen5tpr%téere e



GERMAN FLEET REPORTED AT SEA, Tth APRIL Sec. 4

Havrn received from Rosyth a or exact account of the ene sed on
% t% éomman rrnC naIIed tot hteet at;er eavin

t it | tfittftictu‘”t e b
By e Ssgeter]el dnr har poﬁ1 ipa In GaP’ O%RI esé X f9 knots, increasing to
threg ;;rtrts“ad & tt”tta”ryertehrtee i t‘atp%“'ﬁret%%dtft aé'agmt”d o)
rrr % ﬁ @al af erno royers rce mira war
HlE T e Y P
l% rb ﬁ-fe Was | o]rne[g next moming by our moreﬁ ﬁrcﬂ
ad broug taconon 0t

The Renown was alread rchn the coast of Norway in S ortofthe
enput %aﬁg Ba lahamwas on herwa 0 U

Vest Fjord minelayers, an irmin ,or
fUIS Souﬁrrgmalsoon d r?ga underleE{ g I Ak Ktr?rrorn}he
ﬂr\ro R y&tﬁtﬁa rch[\n g et 1 ogr HS
our destro ers I\?B

ton

Tw othe
ahc ester fIa
{0 cover orwegian c nvoys
% ore the %r&ttr te%)rrcﬁat cu%er Calcgttidam"%
conseque ce th re orto thee emy ﬁl‘ grerén aes t%r e(rar&o at lrjr hIn
T_venrn or ritish waters, BF oft o man r]] mg%

some nor -east
e e tgrmottrn% i
escrrﬁ scure? rgrde rnrte Was known

estroyers,4w

sr zht atmrdnr ljr
e e e °t°§re%'“cer B2y oy e s s
tﬂe ommander-In- hre pl t?rerert ﬁne convoy wﬁ% It

ﬁe remaine Y\II
continued Its slow progress Into a north-westerly gale

IO o i T, s e
ngg& th%th ga§/0 n ecompﬁete yand six_French destroyers ha é rrrve at

1The Emile Bertin lost contact soon after putting to sea and returned to Scapa.
oplrrngton (D.l), Griffin, Jupiter, Electra, Escapade, Brazen, Bedouin, Punjabi, Eskimo,

3Afrrd¥ DB4} Gurkha, Sikh, Mohawk, Zulu, Cossack, Kashmir, Kelvin ; O.R.P. Grom,
Blyskawic

4Soma|r (D.6), Matabele Mashona, Tartar.
gJTave n Jans Jun%hGrfeR th ked the Admiralty to stqp th
rle ?mrnman r-in-Chje 033[1 asked the mrrﬁr ﬁtosqp eco}nvozv elgen

ity Jleate iy o

[ 0on
ad been a nter[r] ureo tecnv
ndner pdﬁsh dh% H con uc X prorons an earrn sooﬁ fterwar s

o

AP R b Je F ek S

%[} P o eofl tﬂsqater aCaptarnyF?rn ney was su equentyawardﬁedthe&)fB For
IS Initiative on this occasion

N Evg ntgr fourshrps however, lost touch and continued their voyage. Of these, 13 were
S

e

tured
ee Appendrx A Appendt’x C (1) gives the disposition at noon, 9th April.

1

oo:\rwrb



Sec. 4 PRELIMINARY EVENTS
Durin the night of 7th/8 he fl et aintained its north-porth-
U rgh Aﬁt%%g mal rdrﬁ1 th

easter urs at™20 knat etrmeatw ich the minelayin
was co ete —Was In 68 %@ E1 ying
5. First enemy contact : loss of the Glowworm, 8th April [Plan 2
Meanwhile /-}dm ral Whrtworth had arrived oft the.mauth of Ves(t F]eord in

the evenrng xpectin to meet the rrmh nham an
estro t;he refidezyvous e ert % énor News 0

nre

En rneja errecotwere etc
Eth%?ﬁPn H:tr e(ry%g3 Bve%rts rlevgrlrle tatroﬁ %V)m Wltg f
mrnetredet estward of the entrance to est Fjor

b
a te) reportin t o enemy estroyers rn

4 J Istant from enown, whjc ththe oundttﬁrned

to the southwar

at their best speed an steereJ 0 rnterceptt enemy
Furtper sr%nals fﬁ)m the Glogvr)vgggr showed that ﬁhe Was enga rn% a suger‘er

dprcet Ih % ab ein tme it was not till the war erthatt
eta}:ls of her ecame Known. I :
The two enem estro ers repor the G wwor 759 were part 0

t hiorce hrcwh é(%eeh I hte db Er?ttrsﬂ a?rcrafg%n the

her{;wrthe'h?t'éjrs

and 10 mrles from the

”‘rﬁvt‘aﬁ's” errr)ah il in ea eav d lost
rintact wra}¥ thelr hgeﬁrconsor f{h tP them it/ % (h
owworm, soon after Wast aps rr emg rrt estroyer
red ecoﬁnrtrons %I ut on ers 0 an estro er
Ptra eeemspmaeoto e 35 os h
VoS f & owworm wh ear 1 have en S or dp h
terwar sthe Io sr e te enrman estroyer, the Bern Y]o

rnrm n er I\ea grré eot rdrrectron Tne enemgs R
ened Ire at Eun&rnﬁnfrﬁ A ensue
rte] ccur te rre art the Glow ormt estrﬁg%r Was

It, Rur? Ihe su ere ?] ma&let er superstructure rmt3

zeas which mearly ca sre sme 5ag sentb ﬁ

mi rhern tta was arn erman orge which was
ar o erwsat on e odeg 10 the_destroy rsassr tancF

to the b arr\iea errtwasntuntr tsewasa toren
rc wast hos stro ra}n en fire. o orm rre alv
ree torpedoes which the rgr ner avorde then, consi era |

amage yenemy unfire, the destroyer 1aid a smoke screen and momentarl

AR SN0 e LRI 00 M P S S B
pOSItIOﬂ g 88 ﬂ]% %% ytO meett e 3 é P

outthesamettmet e Comm hre th n some 3 Omrlesto the%outh wes

of tthe &t(evvwormsposrtron etac ed EhﬁfFE ufse ran tI!]ezi]nd ourare< rolyer? ?tPrrr(s)C\%/e

6 Aol (? %eher 3 Sl'gn((ie Irerart on I WOU[‘S ave had to have ma
(; % Wh IClh ﬂ%[[) gSI F RX 866”16(} Improba ‘ he. equan%[tron S emst
a%e ermans |0|\é\l(\§\le0 SGSGIRCOU?]? OSIEZ?J]OVgﬁRIIH e,rrg Eeary 60 miles'to the northward.

h %erman ships had orders to avoid action until their missions in Norway had been
12



FIRST ENEMY CONTACT : LOSS OF THE GLOWWORM, sth APRIL  Sec. 5

isappeared from view. The Hipper entered the GI WW0 ke screen
ﬁrla 0 answer hervheém owrnEp t(h ﬂ Seas, qsrn r&erserﬁ]f() the pat of
the rrtrsﬁ troyer ramme er ust . estar r an or
[ er sr etore aw

gt i e Esie S A
gpﬂzgg 898? |St|nat?aV|}Fa/pWﬁE Pler Or U es. U er Wa er E'L;

gvrec ed and"blazing an a few min tes ater, srn Ing |n

o R T %ngnc'rderab%nazfrgnaﬁrararrnra
Cruiser’s dec et go exhaustéd and was drowned.1

6. The sinking of S.S. Rio de Janeiro (1200, 8th April) [Plan 2

ess.than three hor#]rs ararer thel sof eGIowworm ‘here oceurred soma
ﬁn D I e emé” i ¢ r'r%“a”hiEFth&' fave Gompromie

e 1aa i i
%rrstransand R? erh rcrewh n/e]n h

d Oy 10 abando
i o ol ol Sl

0 State
ere qn their wa en, to profect rt a ar st Wres Efthrs
eport re/ar\:/h r? qh I\Forwe Yan parIr méent ﬁeStortrn venrn but It
%not cr te and no S[?h al steps were taken to w dl avya 1d coast
ences— e onl ar 0 te orces mobilised at the time—or to

orweglan
take any other prec utronary easues s
The report also reached the Brjtish Adm}rw{ Where it seegns to hjave been

[)eco n sed as_evidence, that.the mvasian o a I 'wa
mrra an t ere the chief inter sf

aege sdrversron washavrn Its ﬁ é
B Ptre nn |n actront e egagrqgeav | srerrJorte at sea th
r Spose o |nt ce t@a heA erJrongarecnrg? Pnr\?vasmtl%cehnwereorevlvn
{ ereporto the anerro crdlg passFe)d 0t 8omman er-in- dhrefﬂ
2255 that evenrng
7. Vice-Admiral Whitworth’s movements, 8th April [Plan 2

2 ea”rﬁv(?é'?rh"é\‘h?s'{howhhthvt‘)ééﬁrnhﬁa%oh"n”h”rg?d St n%?;“FF 0o ”hak'”ﬂ
SI " PO anlja irowggiﬁasttesiwmlw%s " ahren ea\/{/rpseer%or (;JYE her SIQagt Sl n]
hexr %_I()nzle 6%53 |n0t Ol']lc a IGLWEldeS q %I gtg Ee assumhed tﬁat SEE was Sgﬂﬁf
10 Vet it g Trce 1 J P, 0 at 11N g hat e epor

AL A ST

J. Hambro, Presrden?of the Stortrng | saw it hap en in Norwa

T e Nrravxararar y d%‘”id 0]
ik

a 5,80 | rrser no longer osr e orted at
N? qheshr ha beeJFto eoed neaiK stran Pn aboar
enemy nhas be n warne action by him must xpecte at any momen
13



Sec. 7 PRELIMINARY EVENTS

bout a German. e edrtr n to Na vrk in AT. ,16597 might be true aHd that
erman s s mr Jwen on t err way 3um tion the

enem wou e arvik,” he wr tesr d1r In terrlL
ﬁrmums ee thgkn Hfound coucrre cﬁthe FP gf nce a eag
of slteere for this ornt qtevrsr 1l X which was now
reduce {0 rnes there was owever ittle ce] d J therceptrnér
ene yorcewth on estro rincom an and Ide to
r(] easwar and re ezvous emr gl? orce.
estroyers [oined some res wes sou Im mv er Lr
and . the squa ron stoo a}/ the wesw a
recervr%% aireraft report of the eneJn trrg an
ut a batt ecrurser two cruisers, and two estroyers
teering west.
Thrs fo e says Admira Whrtworth1 ht well have been that w%h
had sunk orm, Whose at] ortr a en he enem c(o rse
}ore rate esrtuatron s fol a(n rce e ot O\Q’WO{
SL H 0 their nce, a or
;Bt or wa wartrn to'r fu

v¥ere |t Was osrﬁea(&lerma<

g eWp rjto a force progeeding.to Narvi ur own or es were at seatot
ut nd | there ore termined to ose mé/ orce to deal with the
tuation, |ft e enem hosete ternatrve dr fo the northvriad

CCOI’ in which provr & ahead patro
g Olg I%¥(%he n(\g\lr(sﬁb\\llva%r tv\oanstvnaerhrﬂ {, Wlt enown d posr[l)ron S0 é

er Intention to form'an exten
screen at dawn, and Sweep to the southward.

Two hours éJater f915 came A.T.1850/8 ; ‘Most_immediate. The force

UI’I r yQur. orders is To concentrate on preventing any German rpceedin
IX/ E the weaﬁter \as SBCE as IO% l?é It d VIS&B[ eep mg

| conce trated and | oncerved tmy first_dut arnta tem
rt)dr tion 0 i gorn and Foqh In ef et tn derra”rL herﬁ?ore toId“hrs
duadron ur o[| revent %B forces reac rng

esent Iftention 1s oal’tercou eat2l r to turn 180° In successio

arvik ﬁ

e aram omhera o

dullg tned 1o ewct urs& des doyers ount hemse ves anagne
ﬁteﬁ 50 iral altered ‘mqre to. the nort war

mea““”tS i, %ee;‘p% % %ﬁopeoéﬂ dth”dsrhmdepthnaéb't‘é’h% fd'h) )

rte rnr | o to e
orm PRecord ml\lra onr ed on to
ama course nos
wrn dp e] rne destr ersr com |nten rolen nce
or when. weath rmo rat%sher rnO%Iam ne er orn

oonate ar}{no\hrss d% e\Ir\eeo WI'[ one estrrt)lonr n?hgo aSa d
runﬁ sorto mrralw orth ord ehd?terto gcapa tnhp ﬂgpupse

COﬂSOI’tS jOIﬂe Im In the a ternoon O the 9th

8. Movements of Commaner-in-Chigf, 8th April [Plan 2

As alread menéroged tne Commﬁnder in-Chief on r cergt otthe Glowworm’s
enemg report had detached the Repulse wrtﬁ reinforcements to Slos(
position ;" at the same time, the speed of the fleet was increased to 22 knots.

14



MOVEMENTS OF COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, sth APRIL Sec. 8

chseC rfeorrr]enrt)on the Admrraliy\;v%na\kor erin Sthreecngrn/g k gstrorﬁehrs
rm hie ent rem at this mess e, whr led to

est erng any o our orces on atro nrt ha ave

ar reaching etfect esrtuar as not clea the time, bu
aﬁsumedt dmira éyrwou not have wit rawnt o er atroI in

the mine reowrth ut goo aso:n and he grd noéwr bre rregssslencg
as theenemywas et een the Renown and the att eet and the eu

e '%%”rtfcfe iy utarrrrt ﬁrn%rrof:re%deérg i
b s Wb W e
a?suor gsstrdoyhelrs AEtSep% 5rrgrt ﬁatlvqotoé t?andt?ret deestroyerso Were
e
Ead s trcrentcrHtsersaE 1Sp0 Pan the trgQ sye_l { |ce

unnr ham’s ships m thaveben ve us? een sa or

xam as soon as e re ort o i0 e nerro |ncr ent re
mrrat the uI o ava er—which wr |sa|r|e

rov th ke o ec on the west co sto Norwa —ahea of
rovr deer iansS i covero ney and Valiant could have been far enough south to

At 1400 fl fl |n boa% scoufin

ahe d of the erets hted aGe gu ron
one hattlec r two crul two destro er
st er west. . Thig was the ro eim group— er our str ye
ascrursr In this areatr e tinte a |ve efo he or he
wester course they were reporfed on thus ha no re sr canc uwas
ver sIeadrn to he rrtr mmand r u version of th
arr sre or reac d Im a |tteater a ;ere eto nort
to Inercent |s ua naltenn again to
C(smS] i oncurgﬁt ofweowmﬂ I} EP osrtrorrrmbser 6@‘!9 N
Ré . eaposento secon F Boatto sear rWatthattr
ssrﬁnrecrravua% From h% ‘atﬁt Ere”e% ag been
gucedto Y4 notsata out aset edestroyerss uffering inl the head sea.

A

} dTmmt gr |vedl \E)a%ndW%Tléﬂ/% & Ve? 4\(r)von his. flag, but to .remain in the
A“E‘ttar Inﬁ? knozv%ﬁlw%% 91 '&d % an%thejsgéco“ ual réunctutre sea

ﬁls tlh S easrﬁy |ven Up a

S [an
st jave been ﬁnVésa edﬁ m the at any Germa exe r nw covered %
rfle ome a ?eo A orces superior t

U
e t,

ﬁlg w oje erman navafnsztre th wrt out countrngt e crursers U roop Carriers in
4R0

Ger

ma ﬁwat% %tatﬁttﬂt% = mg?sEagrs%rﬁ]gEaunr 3 hrneontsa ﬁshoaunrssa%tgzj kn§ %h
%o muni atron rogr tavan erran<t fou ersun onIy as far as Lister about
a W]y eween av nstﬁa h tt
e “. BIETED 1t e emars e
ﬁ”é’“ﬁ%x“ W?ngncé rt%orwe fan wlater 0 en] ﬂve |mse en he 35%5 g e Vﬁ
enougﬁ queFt/o take him bnac%o t?reg%ﬂgtl ands ”o t W J



Sec. 8 PRELIMINARY EVENTS

entn{gronntrht; TR L L

0pe 0rts r&eﬂau 0
war IC er wit sers ree str ers asse anng Ei] (?
% {i |m| ar W assin rkwar of
oent h ou 0 Lar eco centr thﬂ % trawlers n l' éeﬁ]a
ep l't . 0 e OUI‘S ater ar\ﬁ arine Triton state
n nersenau an gav CI’U %% Jll en ana some destr ers pa N
r]ad 0 IS orcews Imscera that'whic

99 &eosowgth onrswa {0 0oC { actually“copsisted 0
Ko
%E i t
BU marne arms. f¥\é

o U i ol
was also refjorte sE %uAhs 181%’ In Qét}ef\t., ﬁ% % %58 t/
north-east dr the S Ssteerrng north -West,

wetrgng S b e

IS cour was anyt correct { n]n‘ran er-

lef re IEK\I ESI'[LI tion. There a eare EO ¢ enem Eht %CI’UISG
ort U. ISW S no means fam ; I S0, W I'[PGTW S Sne .PH
arvr fron ore ra e was'the natyra {FCth\le re
eare t0§}< erra tt ec uiser an S two I%OC et battles |ps |n t

te do uro ncr ser rces Wi sweeﬁ]rnﬂt\r}a narth
rtu e th with no cov%rrn%\l orce In IcIn

rsp rt a urr swe roc the West coasto Scotlan

ér rn/ ap ust or er rtﬁi oncentrate on preventrng
any German oce proceeding to arv

der es circumstances the Commander -in- Chref dec(Jded to order the
dp V\P %nd creen to contrnu? to the nort]hwar ﬁnd t(? reinforce
miral rt o§ tle himself would tun to t]e southward with  the
dne)(J Valiant, tedﬁn soreen 0 1r ring the large enemy vessels In
the south to action with the help of'the ¢ urser Scréen.

At 2000 the battle fl ets [tion was 63 22N, and te min tes
ol IR

r was altereg. to and speeg increase nots us
KL? f&l arrve hrc[h IS rgestedp OWs 1n the ommander-In- éhre
( a) Two objectives—

H(J to prevent German northern force returning;
14

8t0|f aelyV\c[rlrtehg ?ﬁé'PoeS?avan%%rfgrms rgﬁorted passing Great Belt at

0 tToh%o(rﬂnwa?gdﬁreerﬁr(ngleegsst footrgg 5% Sweep to south with light forces spread

()A,dgbrr%I Cunningnam’s force to sweep to northward, keeping west of
Ahdé‘h”@ Edwaip %olérns to act as striking force by night, keeping between

e, IItZO Emdenan S0 atsan I Lcra ccorain

II forpedo
%er ans, a assrn then§ awpat ted to copstan

1 The Triton had unsuccessfully attacked the Gnersenau before makrng her enem¥ report..

The Furious ha b en oBdered north from the Clyde an 8t Ap
éra ron?weree utun{orunate her Fr% ter uadron zés at Y]anton
ahn ere oret aro () con}o with what was 0pviously an_ ur en orde e was

therefore unable to provide an ter protection in the ensuing days.
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MOVEMENTS OF COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, 8th APRIL Sec. 8

N aotfréa&trm(Jrg r;a'%rg rinrearrdghr%r i

unless He shou Ve other

order? rom Srréharles F?rbes W rhrefer ngl\[ 1errt n's

d resuma so to 0at’s repo trnt 8rt Sea that

aunecrnoon E é\lrr}evga cu te ééo eorlr]nta FCI%SE{ out 6g mak%Oa
tntendp d 10 after Instructions in MD

s rﬁn?ﬁroa%lrngty(tomr% a%d)erp %% in- ggt ordered the following dispositions

His position at midnight would be 63° 15N E...course 180°, speed 18 knots.
rlr-la?/eesarsns%t Ssoﬁfh h eqne[n(}/f regorte by the’ ﬂgyrng boat In tﬁe a?Fernoon may

rIraI tg\by to rendez s at. 0700 in Glbeg gtlone pThg”csruriers wrth

oI rns unningham |
ara (ﬁ ? urstﬁno I apart, stret hm esta/ard
entleet wheh d Sﬁ%d touurht ey1 oup steer § tl% knotsunﬁlmhey meet

These arranggmens we[(e annulled by the Ad rraltr{ “hecause %atrol line
Blace dispersed and weaker orces rn;g mrg

etween two enemy forces Wi O? tron inst a@ 9nh
CruISers were t reodezv usr rb%) 2 ? E1 0980 art/e 9th and thence
steer to meet the fleet Oand 235/

The radmrr Is.could not carry out these jnstructions exactly. Admiral
Edwar é% rt hg Ialatea %gthgsa an tghdestro ers, dyreache th

051t10 (h h andtent e norh {0 %weeﬁl
oon a ew 8 recerved e enemg réport from { rn
conﬁr ere ? e Comman erh h Knew . m}/ os tio move gnts
Wit Oat?ona ccuraﬁ et erefore kept wireless silence, and decided to
steer 000° throughout t enrg

id not long maintain this course, however: there
Ad-lmrrailty orderst act Fs]astrrk 0rcé between 1° éle lﬁ”h%
hen e omJnar} erh resor oracrurser tro |ne an

r er for the cruisers to concen rate a seer o ee he Ieet
8 Irst or ermear]t turnrng to ewestwar and reducin Seq,
when t esh nal to concentrate ca 35 noth 0S o reac t enew
Krd ezvoug ut a large rncrease spee tere courae {0 m et
mira unnrn am rg t\e n/as aware, Wo dstfeé rror hwar
srtron org % a nningham. ha ﬁ a tat
ternoon eons ire, Berwick, d oW after
Erhee rng errren mile Bertin with two Frenc des royers in
J[nn é ead stood to the north-eastward to carry out the
sweep ordered

Event were now rarovrn sw ftIY alnd om 0100, 9bh APnI nrlrmerous reap%rts
mostlx rom { ﬁ mrraﬂ rom fhe ‘submarines, Truant eal
stationed In theSagerra showe that the Germans were invading Norway.

to0- T norh 00 WarAnt my epartng o he Commandern-Chiets cered pan "o

2Tartu, MailU Breze.
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CHAPTER IX

GERMAN INVASION OF NORWAY

9. The German Landrngs 9th April 1940 [Plans 1 11, 13
The invasjo aywsr&deed in full swin durrn the ea[e¥ehours of

or
this evEntu rpa%n% 0 faras.t %rws arR jrethcenrre: netl cgern eedas %]prrse
] hitherto

Was ac revB evenin
countries etwegn Wi orp ftan itiona rren
existe, F e entrrzﬁnor rs nig twaso ur erous
assautws t loose on dll the orwe ralt trat rc entre] err was
no mob rr no Serious o ?r lon could be 0 r] rngs one
nva orcsandcas efences wer nasse trs tg/é h %edr
a ers oftes 0rCes. that es rte the dso( den rnlﬂ
con ronte ore nwarsrdp zérrrvrn out t arkness amost
exception th the Instant decision to o erw at resistance they coud

But it was of IrttIe avalil.
At Trondheim and Ber e JarLdrn S to Iace ract callgl ohs
hough at the tter Iace e onrg qgt mse ere eeF %f) ore
atej ) our ﬁ Pr?t (atteragts to enter th

eroy sla n stea e ahea g

tl ns
E\%ab htﬂ%emﬁ Ont] onH Ire ;" there anrtj1 n% ren ur&h 2 cau ;
Enﬁ]g Serrousl i ?<C6r15 were occupled be 0re noon, 30 Was t

Oslo Jjes at tge head of Oslo Féord some 60 mi esforBthe sea.2. Theg
Force g roup, 5)3 reached: the entrance to the out nrg ﬁ/ﬁa
a&dmﬁ 0srn%t ef Petner ﬁflences —a argter eért auo%: ten mreEE rﬂrap i
rIesps ort &%at%bo&f) 8% gch r tf on encouﬁt reg

orwe an w aPhl rm rho un warc do ened fire an

een r overw e ust a o g Dro the channel narrow

ree s n ere re the rnn efences, Situated on 1S ets

sca and as Admi ummetz_leadin the o

proac rwe ran att res on O scarsb

ene ran eo nI shi was It re eae I

e ol e e rra e,

g in to (Phadrac q ah a%struckt? severa
0e frr etor edo atte here rns f ctron
uc er anc ores mene a rean Fup
rd frerc rreson cqu n onr she

ee ovér 1o oré gnd san rn ee ater otot Ife- ats 0ats

a}r]t een destr the_fires, and the crew an troops were orce to swim
as ore which cause consr erable losses.

t 0450, after te Iucher had been heavily hit, Admiral Kumme d d
overt e command of the group to the ptain “ ﬁe errtzow &naptatrznhlﬁhn

rrtrTrEe%?%tgrheh% ”it't?tttihrhth eh'e”d Qec'hs bt G Bt
mozrgrrn |w en the Fﬁ\A carried out an atack whrc sanE y g
ge
3 See Sec. lante
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THE GERMAN LANDINGS, 9th APRIL 1940 Sec. 9

e, having observed Ehe fate of the Bliicher, w thdreﬁthe force anét subse uentlg

andea I1tS”troo sat( ons uktep some ten es t0 %otr(tth In en an
farr out ana nte eece %te roba arrowsl\[ ot
and sea. v\x at arb f weve orwe ranl
resrstan de ra ua ot be re t EHt az r{
ne ende Ibase at rten a tasnrn ctrR
wrt t erma tor o oa arOSﬁ wo MInesweepers, in which she
sank one of the atte orced the Albatros to wrt raw.
midday, Oslo was vrrtu lly in the hands of the wing to his
E{ n/nrhe|mrn§rarrsup Irrorrt abuyh stot edchecka Frte Y%eratton

L SR

ment to escape rom the capital, takin

them aYthe goI ank o ?\Iorwa d i J
rr}the north the Na vrk had go xa as Ianne rivin
off eentranceto ‘% nﬁ) rntiﬁem@ 8th Vr}trl %%mmo re ont&
rrt e

ten esi\rog Yw CrUISErs procee
lord 5 tz nefi romw hrtwr ermem
P atr%llrn reeirtr tt/ v tha i e\n\” draVevanre Ot(JJ'[rdOe asnows rn éome
{ ear%anae/ggst de% ant ut %nﬁp ctu ress nce ]w: [?%ur?e

idsvo

rwegl ce vesses the svo a utnum
&P{?étpr]rse%t erewg1 on? then\/ecoudrq er rc was

arvr

i 3 0 return a erem tory. refusal to a
n or surlr H er efore %hehYzas Sun X torE) 8 'hd U Brre Wit thg
oss of nearly all her crew 0rge, at an hor, Ins ?tcf arhour, op eP
Ire on t gt erbndt VOQS S(rgrrm asb entae (negsr edt%unn Whler(ﬁroo sgssw
Wf geﬁhe grsem ation of éengralegret[ps troopsthen proceeé unoh,posetf
10. Admiral Whitworth’s encounter with the Gneisenau and Scharnhorst, 9[th AprrI
While t ping on at Naryi h £nga erne t was t kr Iace to
B%Etitllveacrrgursers\s/ Af er aetac renegnt Igzt:lro?r\é%s tvc\r% h@arvr@@%o%naﬁth Aritr S
10lav Tryggvason, built 1934, 1,747 tons, 4 4-7-in., 1 3-in. H.A. guns, 2 17-7-in. torpedo

t
0“3%6 unrise at Narvik, 9th April, 0425 ; Civil twilight (sun 6° below horizon) commenced

?\lorgeandErdsvoIdZSZrn 659|n 83rn 2 3-pdr. HA.

a the rrs not a ho rtres Oslo had warned
the rld rrcts rnc ude at 1 hG4A attack Was
Im nent o oo %s re orted’ (wJeI $S
as h recer ra na ustb ore t earrrvalo eGermans aised doubfs
as ot errrden ity In ec as enc vesse

5Abo|§r allfé cre of the Norg was Iosth monrn the survrvorsw%h] rwe an
Senior Nava cer mo (1 a gg down wﬁ 3268
is umo (r)rrgn uS eonsdhocucsga 0 382 tltrr]é }na v cuatéon took aceg ’\ta ai
?ae(hesrn the rgi Sn?h reh(ﬁ %5 M/a la9r}t %Mavda’% eyro\h
8 reme Commr&son F%r ntrng enera |s hower’ t easure 0
hmgerman n]unrtgnt?r omrewaa LrIehammer e written orderforth surrender
or unt%lo the Norwe ran offr rce mandn in Narvik, was ne of the f‘l}(v

[

6M
orwedian traitors working in fouch uls action was dr disavowed
NreWt éwegran ogtscers in the area Qhu\fvnot% egforany resrstanee rh/ade In Narv
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Sec. 10 GERMAN INVASION OF NORWAY

Gnehsenau anﬁi Scharnhorst ha% steered to We north- estw rd in order to take
H\r atro W]Posrtr ninthe Arctic. T ﬁcours ttham Into contact

Iral worth in the enowp, |s me] estr ers, wa%
t en refurning to the south-eastward after spéndin ast 0

the LofQ enrlglands waiting ?or the weatﬁer Po mo erate Be ore esta lishing a
patroI off Vest Fjord.

‘From mi nrgEt onwards runs Admrral Whit rths drar “the weather
improved nowr he estro esw 'strung out on
ount of hewea her %cr war unt he nsti no da Hand ufficient
aout -east ar ngs touc h em or

t\ ngws ua smakrkrglg

ac
arto them. Lﬂa adron turne at
%X vrsrbrlr% variah t “dawn thJa htlstren%tA

and conditi rmprove r 50 later, ro I\Fe%s%
ob OER) qes 0) t e West war Wlt%omvaer dttg%secoh i %hted a 3arﬂm

comm t a SNoW- s\%uall Raren astﬁrno
presente of two tﬂ 3 3000 co Irme re t oug t 10 be a
charnnorst "and a ger though Jater evid ernce assg h t.they were
H batt ecrurfsers Schafrn rst.and Gheisenau.2 They joined battle jUSt under
f-an hour from the first sighting.

Xt[hen he first si hteg the German shrrlts at 0337, the Renown waf st errng
13 Enos er destrojers srta I0ned astern. 1he enem roa
oh the. J)ort ow,. 10 m Iesdrstant RE! ering fthen hVEest on

or
i 5trrnr% K nd% ﬁr'“ﬁo(o % ﬂé
g that the %mgrser?am?gta?rﬁedsqee ?Ierge sﬁeiaé Sléjcoggr(i

s and sqon after to nots : at ehau rrﬂht rou
roupafy arcs us oe 88
oor ht'to the westward ot r

nemy, Wi her *
Brrtrs rcea gdB trnth nrse
It as such unt when er ssoundd or action cha r%
teotﬁter and did no si tt ﬁenownuntr the lafter o ener?fsr &?
erce engagement ens e rm the neﬁ ten mrnut or so
nelsenau a lhe charnhorst firin até %no]wn Whic vY]a 2319'“,9
ne enau wit eav% mamen arnhortwr al
destroyersrornrng it herr ’7|n a suc range t rr |recou
ar een e ec |ve The enovm |ce Wit ou serrou?
; e neisenau recerved a |t at 041 oreo ta ranp o
estroyin nl\arrb ire control e ur ment nd temporari
|sab er 'main a ent 3|6ho \Ay secondarq; armament |

CI n, Gneisenau a tered course to! the obvioys

ion 0

rea %off the action.’. To covert eGnﬁrsen U’s retirement_t g‘harnhors
cros?] gr l§tem mah Hg a screen of smoke wlreh rﬁ]on the Renown turning
northwar roughta rguns o bear on the orst.

There followed a chase to windward thaf las hour apd a half, until
about 8 5% vrﬁe wrna was rising ang had sﬁ tted af?om nortﬂ north-west t0
3%ssrunrrse at Narvik, 9th April, 0425 ; civil twilight (sun 6° below horizon) commenced
R R i

h arnhorst

eerec?rrr] ? B? Ir? vrtrﬁa]t(tﬁtor(”\r}veurgﬁ th oa trfne tronr gthe Sc E '”ﬁ
gnown ca%s and IH neise % % ter the opinion was that
two enemy nheavy ships were present, though only one Was seen at a time.
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ADMIRAL WHITWRMH&&N&&H%%E? \gtlr;l'li\TﬁE GNEISENAU  Sec. 10

north-north- efa rt]ew)rtn 3 hearﬁ/]enEell and a %eat sea. The destrogeés soon fell

stern. out o tle. enow nued to engage the Scharnhorst
éut H ucceeg in hrt\rnﬁ Botﬁ éerman shi %%ere rrrng at tn
enown rh rsena er

dt zt urret,_ and the Sc arg orst ng
casiona é/to rrea %sr ﬁg Gnersena rcerve a SeC ny hq
Wﬁaertr th(oo thcrrﬁet i thdE | [h oo In he r 4 eurrret ttvrtr“ eut of
ctrong trrghr tst uc Ir %n the port srdepo g at(torm

om For g:erm Hps rsa eare
dmrra hrwort a |n rease {0 uI g Hu agr
Qhethe urn to t no th u soon to ease nots nd arterw

at.which s ter enteeem eare
8 rain, r% riecrdedeto atX course to aart esea ont othe g

en gavoyr to € morge "and a cor med to the ea
ncrease é‘ Zg]& W ent weat erc ow VEI’ SO %V tes

atgr, the err%ans rpswere str eadrrhq”nort wards an Were the[J anrr]t

De ore T enow turped agarn 0] teeem fine OH Eo[

opened fire ﬁ rfre C nrnureh ides alterin
aII shot e

hersel Imum " In try rn

COUrse tﬁ avoid the wnsrarnedﬁ were(P ﬁcrl] erlgal?s of rajn or slee
ne tQ?or a Few minutes she went notsgnbut at Ias
itbFSight,

tP: in hetrget
%of the Germa (f ame at 0615— faﬁa ead and out of

e enem ran ou

The Ias Hrrefs

ran g dworth stoo on fo t enoréhwar in t wn until a
mnuhes ahter Een e turne weawar onrn to cuto the enem
should they have brokén back to southward’, but'no Turther contact occurred.

11. British dispositions, Vest Fjord area, 9th April [Plan 2

ol twra'Ftttrurautateatrsgdr b 1
e [ECEIvE

ente Naryl s00n afte ﬁtr]chotrgf
ma rrn Ief tq makepans or attackin ee en an

ron arvik myst ewat hed fo prevent e
wan to_lan orc re tthat mrra t ort
ecr tr%te IS fg)(rceeo th e Osrouth & ?é’% the' eou searrgn ezy0us
tesrgna—an tol Captain War urton Lee torornat% é%w Tom§ r&g

InTahesr Adt“t”a" A E'orBeEht')?fre?e ”@§dtat?retﬁrarbst’r‘t8ﬁ' o

Srr
sen ome estro ersu nfarvr maece rnt 0 enemy troops
e_ mrra 9 aso a resse drrect to Captain
arburton eel:

Prest re orﬁ state one G rman ship has arrived Na vrk and landed a. sm |
Oerﬁ [0C ?d arvr and srn or Cca ture %?t UI’ |soret|on
forces, ITyou.th IHFB/OU canr an Efal‘VI } j mg pbresen

rYto get possession of battery, if not a rea yrnenemy anas f'haftery

%yhad alread tolﬂ Admiral Whitworth that G%rmans ha.ij n
p e H([i ensure t hno reln rcementsrachtwt 1 u
this signal did not come to him until next day. Captain arb rton-Lee decid e
1Repeated to Admiral Whitworth.



Sec. 1 GERMAN INVASION OF NORWAY

S Ssohtt'ﬁaeer uttttj'ja NI ”{' an

Etrf(rnlng Ja da ag aravane bop Jh o‘(

sk, Icarys and Jva r}] {helay rs, With no toy edoes mountrn ut

Warvrk rtererv erre OEFar } T fenown antl-S marrne cr%en man§
& anaer

ﬁ:otr la ea er, the ots ur omm nder
leyt ommap ourage) uner leu
e Hosfile er the

}{0“ Ry starﬁe G Hostl %glr(r)rrr]n nder rrght arrived unexpectnrm/a

aptain Wa ton Lee me]an naII to reac\h aFrvrk by 2000, t at
Cipte LTty
h E\mrra str bhelh thou t ogt gr ahatron at?rapot/ yvhere
}tl arrrve a n Pt on shoret1 r§or the d el hi

S rr.ﬁr (P

arine | e ent [anc ?1‘.9

e ace ve/ sr Ish tou ofs,. w d need twrce
as nqn %ﬂ Yarn ar@ 9t n- Le af pthrs rnte genae tér Q
mrra e Commander-in- hre rra ltworth, “and  adde

nten ttacking at dawn high wat ér

Thtsi nal, trmed 1751 che AdmrraIWhrtWﬂrthaIrtIe after 1800, Thg
Hmrra sor er 0 attac ad een re eated t heFE'OW considere
J[h attac Went e sean the

eteremr rvete ero

IpS Wi tlerjornergp %out 14§ osed hrs cet us : t Penelope

(s #W rnﬁds var rat erFrnore an mr es
ou side t emrne le boutl mres rolm vrk enown an use
0 crurse rt an sout ona s arther’ est wrhthe

gatthjf (f §es[ro|X rrr;r t?hr%?/gjr # aStC rveleon dcﬂ rrveen (t pl H (r“sno ntﬁ
iﬁohugd rt(\/\?arhurt gggﬁ;'ﬁgé%t etrgre olp \%rate ht % Z?éi on[\gte1 ]thg

rd t con nue atro

an att c twill
It was at {0 se inforcem nt weate pre h
)@ﬁocreeso \rﬁrrfe?g b(?mh %vémrraﬁry% rea[s]onet eadr!1 't?gn gﬁ ?ﬁ rc(is rnvohvzwe
sion of the was ljable to cause con usron He decrde

and reyi
teretore toYave things as they stoort

12. Movements of Commander-in-Chief, Home Fleet, 9th Aprr% 2 and 3
Plans an

While these de\felog ts had been takr ace rn the nerth the

omm nder-in-Chief h )en ope rr\rlghlr er er} Trondheim “area.
hrou out the n of. 8th/9t grr ile evarros rr%t e ortso

{yvasr H Wee co rngv IS sou COUTSe, rned M

rra rt hester n (Jrar)"nepton at th an

by ICe- dmrra war Irns unningham and Derrien wrt therr Seven

Bern Teetalelh)esgle h%d heen with )ihe Brrrcngrntgnhangi %5 Srsra rhnst trheemGer éan frshé %fleet
concgnt atron olﬂ[est th§ Q rb[ﬁt H Pnorth} t]othnd A mrre?f \%‘hrtwor ang
eventually joined Captain Warburton-Lee rnstea
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MOVEMENTS OF THE COIX{M%IYD%I?-IN-CHIEF, HOME FLEET, Sec. 12

our later olish_desfroyers were etac
S wgr
|nde tofthetf eet clontrnurnt Gto e southward. ot
wwafy'eaﬁrwawrr TG
}orcsggre kil g var(r;orrr]stmare OCau Itﬂra msmveso Utt gﬁ@g%h the
e Aot B e Vs el
zrn |6r6gz%teh % fﬁ ngl fa db f&mrralt out the
0/9 to the omman err hief was being framed
conf e TSI SRS RS S S 2l

sut%rlg]relrratrfr?r@enssfoasbre ards Trondheim should also be prepared, if you have

wan?t\éllrar%ugtfge w%tched to prevent Germans landing, as we shall probably

Bergtewraérlrtdt rnr dri]uld fqrees be ready to cross the 3-mile limit in operations against

iAo e

rr rs and 13 de royerrs éerght British, th Po 4sh two French)t s ma

lr ust 8 Ioﬂo?e?ctgu%%taﬁ the r{efethc%u%er\rlrvar i graltnac the ships
JlAnrondRe J“ aiannu?ed un rj H rmTa% baaﬁﬁ Cruisers s ohéf% ounp
as |t would entail dispersion of forces

CPar s Forhes sard in an?wer to A.T. 0820, that tr?e shi scorgd g&rn
“ejorsnr ahn outoBerg%n mtrehors e order, R
0 }/t en rli th shrri e co tren

“SC | g ]: 101 mlre w? toﬂ est eerea ac%ordb ﬁ_{ wan
ﬁtrfrelrgandt e seven destroyers ofethe4t and 6t otr enhad ers —
. to attack enemy forces reported in Bergen : these include one Koln class

CrUiser.
Defences may be in hands of enem

T ree stroyers are to enyr Fejeosen Fjord, 60° 44' N., remainder
ors duG%g M abﬂect {0 r?es %y elnemyforces an8 report Situation.
Crursers are to be in support at both entrances, which U-boats may be patrolling.’

Hﬁ was soch of BErgen with Fejeosen Fdord n arIX5t80 mdles to tres

nort east an ors H g bearrnﬁ about eﬁt nort en mr
nearer |was ard fr west with a rou hse ers
cou kee nots. 0,10 the movement's ut war

during th eno

fn wrr(tiesAdmrrarnLyton |twsun ortu/g necessar
to re aﬁe a Othe groun to windward to_det to. % Aﬁ% rcr

reporte two Cruisers In gen Ins
SEven estroyers ava abe the Prospects or a“successiu attac now appeare

iral Edward- CoIrns o |naII had 1 royers with But an acc nt
gas%nqrr;hﬁﬁ%; erlngesgasrenlz Pyda]r%age aﬁa%heyinadtt%ere}zt]ﬁrvnnto ar gulroe%rcor[tg

2See Sec. 4 ante.
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Sec. 12 GERMAN INVASION OF NORWAY

drstrnctl less, thou there Was $0 ghori_e that the ene 537%/5 could no% et have

(r)ers frooreh%u&dm a It\gea nu?ﬂr?ge the attacﬁ &TSO% e)rwaét esqrﬁaC r@r?
turned to rejoin t

The Commander-i Chefha trnedn rth at noon, being then in 59° 44'
t%n gfg mﬂre Wea{t erI as c alrj and erm N arorcra tI hgarli In sh N

do |n
came S'Ur%eenab‘) t e' 'Eo oerm%rr’é'a ntor%ea t%rr””? ¢ flaet ias
onstan e ermasca e gtward) maeteé}r
Irst an p ytherr ringlp att d rr tonss rturnrng
ro he (0as ar misses slightl edt out ona

the ur which had gotsepar te om. the rem | er, Was §
amae that s Faubse Hent 5an entia

urora mrornr
eet from the e cont ctwrt e]r ome our later and [rg
save most 0 her corh any, a task on which she was str employed at

As for the arn bo th%fleet the busi nes be&n ahqu Ir%530 Wtﬁwé

dl\dmlq?gsdmtrhagtattlgct fr Henlgd Opra?zo\rlrvtlhﬁannhour drvrn eérr/]v eant IH
veral Specla odne %arn and the

ar [ fe

¥ﬁ Dev ns Ire, erwrcﬁ nde h pd ers \t;u there omoregrs
e nﬁrsh eseems 0 have rou enem rH rne reporte g
flames betwee evons rre nd the Berwick L}/ett
shr swrthA mrr ayton spent some4 per cento eir 4-in. amrmunition.

heulEmH these attackﬁ from the arrbfr sh order ds %am%for attem trn %en

0us wa er, waY 8 eet an mand e g
alreadﬁr su%geesteirn hrs%r nal 1037/9 that t repedo attac } er arrcr twou
Ive the “Dest chance o %uccess |[(the éQ; rmansg t %corﬁ]t Errrnclersa I|n

elr ower gTQ 0Sed an attac
aﬁ % , at the S 5’\9 arr ? Ir orce tO SEﬂd ombe
the evenrnﬂ H ?rt £ nava arrs thﬂ at Hatst n 10 send some

mornr e 10th. In the meantrme crursers est ers mus
atro the a roac es revent e en rm rein nrcr n an
tavanger, a thelr sare ere Sir as to
onsr asweepw | orceﬁ esouh est co ner oﬁ rwa %u

ernoon’s ex rren de. rmcane IS min outt urigus.
cou not work I nu e Ir attac . S0 e ro osed her atta krn

eenem n ron eim, farther. n rt vrn he Roya
n eA Iresrntesam srna

g%ie ave th |ra

ﬁac eﬁemx in nort Ksur ag orces, and mrrara/ asslsta
Seoal}rhn@r sout ern area mostly to submannes Ue to German air saperiority m

The e ce. whrch ha een sent to occuer)dr/ er en co sr ed ffrée
rursers onr sher a& Hrsee 0

ot shr ete t 0ya Arr orce ers ttac r‘h‘n
|ns near mrsse Irtt amag as caHsed our aert oln,
ccomdo eor o oas pu ose ont ereturnAourneyto erdntan%

Nl ser as no consid ee seawort )(N rnﬁ % [r]unes rjecierve 10

te or %r terrs and s e remained remse and Karl Peters
t0 supplem nt the ar our defences.

Lo hack ont s affarr onsrdert at the Admiralty. kept foo clpse a eontro
U on he aner- 1ef, and. Iearnrn Is original intentign to force.t a
Into ergen We should hav c? |ne Z%selve to sending him information.’

The Second World War,

3, 11 as Htij knou.-3 ru* rTwo Su is TO treic 6A& = CP
is .

T TVIE



MOVEMENTS OF THE COg/IM&\I\ﬁl&Frﬁ-IN-CHIEF, HOME FLEET, Sec. 12

Jh In and her conspr t]sdkdnotgtfartht ight. Epe reIesss,%na
in rc tereS nc rrtr% orcegw rc soo at set
atr%s t% seat an ﬁt ; a o d anr:horeer eart malrharln er or
Ed‘! (%jhlp%§|O ?Eitr Qolf‘owrnd evenrnq prr when eresuh
assae arrvin omewrthout Incident on he

eanw the Commander-i rn lef, Home FIeet had aent ack Admrral
ntotecoast e evenin L

ore, ssona the mrrq\xord s Tor
chin n tavanqer a een @ Admiral l-; ard éollrns
Weﬁrueart L il
g,(r)t? @ sn?ro de §tro eré? trt) sewoeﬁu 37 Tohweﬁ;ran Ct)oasst Jrom [eﬁreosen% é
! redstad mrles 5 F tavan er, wh e Adlrvnﬁ}grl Ewar C ur
atro eosen., eo ect was t@ (tOH1 16 che ents 0r
favapger an dge en {E[ crurseuntrl 40 en 10
Steerrrrrroq[ aer%on a on te ders hcearsr%néresdrar owa
Instructions, under%rr Chfarlﬁ i%ll?/r and [r 14551a when eturne P})aci
to marntarn a atro 0 ntrance fo orce

f rérgC h éaa rolewa maintaine eHurrn te]ve %nemy%% 8
tere ours%fort e end V0 satLur Int emornrn t es %res

r aptain Pe ramo te 500 er atoI
B%is thrs?atterg nahfr ma onsort i ghe éﬂ rh{
e hriu urora

ut onl

N app oac r nin qa upon
%scrhngp esur \VOrs o t 8urY<h %ng easiﬁ to ornth élas w as
no oth er orders ereu ram sent erw
estrouef stoP ap ak rIe esout war
epato h an eosorewrt ereso

0 OI'S
[ %Vthta .%hgrrea e?ga.drrgamaaaaru e
ren g%{/rgus t g away to seawar fort

No surfae contact wrth the enerﬂa/ occurred durj dr%] the g Lﬂ rth th
X ono an ttem the Manc stertorma 0at. te out
2%‘ arrne rua sc red a s C eﬁ rdp orn t e curser sru e at
tge ristiansan
whic

ur a a omewar assage.
antk xpedited hy torpe 06S rom erman torpedgh aq
ha ta en 0 er cre

The varrou u S ofs ips off Be?nefg th the exce trdrn of the Aurora
o

Iles short 0

avanger, be re turni

Whr proc ec to aawrh a’s syrvi made t errvY]aey
e ren ezvoHs rg the mor Erér ere the gton and oé
esgo er {r ir Charles Forbes wrt rsf tema to Proceg

ueI—the Britl h desrtr ers o e the cr ses and the

renc fs r s 10 ca a— ere ar ve at egegrnﬁ rncrdedr

except for an rne ecrve ga ng ttac Ser uar N

arrval, ammunrtro lin d uras co ced rtho 518

eratro Inter upte an ajr ral ste rom 0 to

om ers employed, rnr rr aP roac een

recerve y radar ; egac leved no amae tlost SIX 0 herrnu

The Com ande -in-Chief hr self, in t e meanwhile, h d hehi odb to the

northward after t e alr attac s In' the afternoon of the th fl 0, then
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Sec. 12 GERMAN INVASION OF NORWAY

P G LSRR
ef atack arvj rrrve —an Interce rom
4 a.ngrnr

g
:ﬁp ain D 2 time — One cruiser aan Hree estroyers
arvik, am wit rawrngt WBStW&I’

At 07 4'N, 1I°W. the W F he f
dig tse0 e30 | res]h aestroiersv{ata% F%rtseprte aIQeOlrs uerdous Qm?dt T

hich 'the

orr |na e]stroyer scre wen of or H\tren hvt/eet then
t1 rge capita (N% rﬁnerﬁ Valiant, an arsﬂrte three Cruisers,
evons Ire, Berw urious aircraft carrier ahd 18 destroyers.

With thjs hief h ki
S b o e et st

next mornin hIS COUrse ?nem}lOVICPS ICOVQI' orl onvo
W R S LR

Soon rstea north easterl course came the pleasing. tidings
bt G a“rcehi
onrs g erge dsa erwrth thre rr ct Its Wit
and the ander In- h| received . evvs ofC
arburton £e ic

sdawn attack on eenemy in arvrk which 15 descri
the next section.

13. First Battle of Narvik, 10th April [Plan 9
To return to the northern area.

As a resujt olqt e iptelli ence ed from the afi rano in t
ftfternoon og ot (& 0{1 Lee .tog otil wn t

P 0 oarr5drtrnm'tt'r.trreafrrve Iy
|nt enarrowatretc 0 ?)‘d ch soFr)ne mr(esgresto l%arvrﬁ lest t eene X
sho d run a dﬁ hus ecagrn [H

ru ef Into Yaa ord

W ward ﬂe sréi /r-t]t C 9 V\J g
arburton er%nore trss naI [ erece ve he
g ah 1S resenc qb eenem¥ for mrra’y

(o t'ther fmv\r’rh atteries either sreo tenar S, near a nes

amnes o n ansmr avese dan mahne ?

ey couf( a S Ig ort to riends arvr % |rne Caﬂt
|s attac rpnemust ave seeme |mportant orte ttle tlotilla,
lZ%Jefe ﬁec 4nante footnﬁ Vi Ad r Orkn nd Sh tI ISrH
Binne ’rlg Iarekg({ackl‘hr ewalc tthr]nqt(“t efrrste Scg,sron oﬁnir1 |csh(§§/Ice ab aeenlus
%%“eone Ortgrsreﬁ utrﬁes IOItIVWS IS N el¥| Were esv%lsea VIan C(g)SnS1 an COﬂSI
It was EthVaan executed ﬁ grst nce to ergen andp% krs miles, not greatFy

Ins| et emaxr um enéuranceo the S

3The. IotrIIa was re[r)Jorted on a south westerly course in Vest Fjord by U51 at 2100,
9th April. ~(Admiral Doenitz, War Diary.)

4Actually these batteries (according to the Germans) were non-existent.
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FIRST BATTLE OF NARVIK, 10tn APRIL Sec. 13

AT, 0104 10 sard the ermans Wer Lw[posed to have. eome to Nar Jk in
paret e ores s w IC r have stores still on boarr must
sun e an arn rton ee was to rg o”pd out how
eenem an and rn at sltre(n Whet er t serée the
orwe 8 tter s Lastl sar orwe eoast eence
S rg svo Norge may be in erH1 eyo an u
her, | ese circu tan es, attack should emad 2\uno i
atever ecrsron Qrou take Per a s this last me sa ea ira
d ért“n"% s Qg r%h%*t  SOL tov 0 “ttas °°“ 6 ol
assed Trano §arn on the wa rtn at’ oc(iock Int emornrn Li%th qfh hg

enh continuou snowstorms VISI rW Frdl tert an two cab?s
Fptrpse 8@6 occa lon that land was seen w o aamos ran a roun

hey coﬂd see 5h\?rrega?t?r|§|/?arrrslk\l\él e Hr Oedc netnvtsesess(y cPeare 8

Th nof att earsr the sr nals aptar Warb rton Lee mage to
3 rIa the ore é) %J ot rln rmatr n and the
mrra messa es des rioed alr / tod rm 0 a hreeg
at erg ers on a r nor eore rnt har Ouh N

f aem north wes a rs aros e mouths 0
eranos a om a rror S. was avet ergra nrnﬂ too,
of possible batterie at t e narrows In aw
arh ou 8

ostﬁtrrraann(d H%?I% wouqa staﬁrtetgﬁlsr ehe S i ng(e% ?ﬁm }rt 0 ened ire 10
{

eep watch for erman ship % %Bro g, Or coming in from
toethseeamorrnBodyr?vrtt% 0 esa'rtﬁrto i ét Nl 0T the D
rosperea pposition Is Si enceéi the SIﬁar ysIp rst lieutenant wouﬁ I¢ad

partytoflnd at Ore quay.
e % Qraedwedrgr I
anya lidemann

alla

Mn vegaard : our m re the Hel chfitt J“
rh nne a ma e/ as alongsrde ler n t
rs the Threea 10H at anchor o N en a out
o es of Narvik. oe er een ord re to atr ue d ac es
er s( %tectron arnst su dnf on t t

ntere ar gur a]nc eea tern ore mrnrﬁes
ter at tis otr made the rrst o ee attacks
ardg ner an avock wen rn and enga ermn es roy rs
on ide the [pebrwrth unﬁan torpedoes.; a0 e%o rm he

E lowin it stern and’ killin erman ap arn )
Commo onte.

The Anton Schmitt one torpedo. in the forward en rn room, and
bvtr/oa sacgenirsn the a ter Pe¥ room, Bvehqch sealec[ her fate : she brokenrn

The RoeFer was hit by wo s eIIs whr h set her rre and destr o ed the

fre co tro gur ment. er two estro er rr ema n and nne

h ur tried to . asé i/ren the alarm was Tirst given, ut hot receve
tsw IC temporarr them.
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Sec. 13 GERMAN INVASION OF NORWAY

n(thenarbo at anc rweesome merc ants 1and ea Xdexplosrons
%r ed t Sﬁ Of SIX O the rﬁtan éri {rle euene Deen run
ashore on pril, and one, t % em tons (a Whale depot ship
In service as submarme supply s rp remamed undamaged.

A\/Ieanwhrle inth mrstandanow the Hotspur and Hostile, ou dethehar o r
ot. discover t e three destro ers erjanqs {)or nt/ qh

et g oo e T finet
ghg had returned the Ire, ha\g Sone no harm wit erth r quns or tor e oes

EII' épS Were ap aren |e ceﬂ ter an. OUFS HHtlnﬂ]eFl(
e

ea ccor otil|a went na ain, ths t
%utsr (Lft arbour, exce%ty th ostr|e whrc st od in to the entr ncg
to rre her torpedoes.
So far, things ha one well. Thler{ Ead wrth ut Ioss to themselves sunk
two destroyers, the Sc and the eo amp, an ut out of action fhreé morg
side the ‘har our sr es srnkrng]haf\ a]do en %chant sp i heir goo
ortune, was nog }gane as é)t t tattac

Proce down & they s ust he ore 0 resh scomrn
om Herja tam burto Lee re orted em asa

three es nfers addin Ygser
Y%rs Wo v%enj(er grrctg r%reg andaﬁ
ter a their tr o anchore v aah [t was no
rcer temess esento e rrdemgnn
arm attc on ar e(g ancR r[Ba at
r rrtrs {eat
p7e8 rom tr ots to

eed ntedrrectron o Narvik si %t
er acc%mpan rnﬁ estroy refa
S en out
ree or fout m so arent

%feon%rsengﬁgaa AR otééta*;% °”;f eee
comm mgromt Eé) Kerst rtwasno hnte ardy that the ngt)vco ?/
f Igctt erman deshtro ers

i e;n@%rarema HE L
A ? o g rar%e i

the Hotspur w rch don t0_her sinking con ort ex osed 0 { fLreo %qur
eﬂemaes efore she managed to, get clear’

%om adgerp \ lch P UCEt%%rteur%ereroyneaoH rsrtbqpe aross %erm ostsSas

ear, qﬁnl pracbtrce %t ratara e a%hoq@t 51 rgs, surrouéJq
h ermans not esca mae an

reeandArmm retrrqwrt som(ieo] heir gun lf] 1on ; the

. i S B I

grr]rotlverarn\gamsnts IS waeletsh\eves erma?rrvalmrﬁum?%r?h%aoppF?gtrr%ﬁfg 01&

|:1S|Brrtrsl 4% Sw]egrshGSé”l}t]orr]wg ian L\tNeIrJutgh 1 Gesymsﬁ ﬁ\ E t\( eéch Qrtrhsehrﬁ)
fl artha endr

eIHgdaUSWarIB oer frnlg Ien& ama ISSGF euen

gu%sﬂes(ce trrhanlqestoyer H]t rve mnguns The British destroyers had four 4.7-in.

EE Hard fl ateg ff next. hr h water and drifted ashore 2| miles to the eastward,
near Skjomnes, W eres eremame a wreck.
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FIRST BATTLE OF NARVIK, 10tn APRIL Sec. 13

S e AR Sl

oSS, o s et o fha
IIa a a estroye a_dozen mer nt en |t|o
aue nortuna not h Iar es p em whic ha
een yrng y eprer an rovide sto es r nya ay

14. Operations in Vest Fjord area, 10th-12th April [Plans 9, 12

Admiral Wprt o recerved Capt arb on eessrtgnal th taprurser
schas g otilla, s nafter (e ent’in the Penelo ﬁto
same trme or rrng he our estro ors of IS scree dp oin
E tarn &teso esup tretrr ento n estro“
a oou raa asnec arY en establish a %o
dwr t( eve trnl% her e nem}/ Qrces re H
rv rc r rea e/ rrbe Id s nhrs onl
rme ound, rso countat eme ommander
zman thre sh r s near ran ou an o r ater. Commander

man then deciged to ornt urto mrI wa tote
ard rn te oote san also ﬁre Hos e Fooi Yt

cn ain sa reeing when cameu the two shrs
ap etherrrﬁa tot at ha({/ hmch Was S00n to hePter ot]her cripples, d

Admir Whrtwor ated his arrangements in the following signal to
Captain %tes trmeo H g g sig

Present ituation. nemgy forcesrn Narvik onsrs ofgge Cruiser, fr\ﬁedes%t\yers

n arine.” Troo rans orts may cted to arrive throu
Eor or fhrou h liner Leads, drse ardrn ? P J

o pel rnteatannnrppﬁent S IR e
el patro grrmee%s;ofomérrrggem erslg Ihtnem yEdb nrn force
s RS ol R e " S

enown and Repulse, unescorted, will operate in vicinity of 67° N., 10° E.
Report your dispositions,

PR e b e B

W%HJ Mt The Krng approved the posthumous award of the Victoria Cross to Captain
2

oS ﬁ‘e“r‘?ndﬁt”ta T aerh‘é? I AR e el %
the morpin HJ % Bt o6
6aete QF ﬂ&eoqesrsﬁwrvetmesb unfrre qr(prr om 2 out of action ; severe
f”maﬁsc d[em rn]ré[; 'tf onmao zrne éjg en No. 1 Gun out of action ;
?—I {nan unne ama og'y rQ ar?ysha ken bgthe rpedo exrplosrog
n p chmitt, W IC Hon t 3 m%n engr es an
electrica qetirpmen vY]ere rendered use ess un r Iater é
er | SPVEN rts Hun}rrer Ire on o |prai ﬁ rs bled ;
3 00(ed, rres Xt t owar g ar tesr i
on Arnim aotron seawort iness

agvvhrtskon hevghrpgsrt,te orecast? dea
0

magazl
ern
i
ity
ric

Roughly 50 per cent of their ammunition
Geliner
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Sec. 14 GERMAN INVASION OF NORWAY

10Tnh|e|edse3t)ro%;er atrothne Was %0 mtleshlonqj geht ?CQ?F&(}/Sﬁt tF grsd urtUh

e Skjel of
ﬁ%et Umeerthetlrr]not(tgtheﬁt égagt%rdta&ocrh su marine urtn (h

Ptaln ates avm seniw

rJ J eore t‘ecelvu}% the a oves nal ; wh ereuPon mira httwort
Brdee Sm to hunt rﬂ]t :H ours—submaring must on ng, account
e allowed to escaﬁ t 'he our big destroyers and the three
mtne aFers at Captaih Yates's dtsposa

254 howevr Ad |r WQltwortn recelved a mqnal ttmeq 0808/ 10%
> Command er - or ntraje on a

{R/ rom Narvi a ermgil ca ggn object, SOOWI(?I%IFa

httworth cbange hIS (?IS gsmons% QI:lo 0 B%fneloes J -
est 0 Joe“ 'osss'tw ta el idaiael ° e téhtsto"ma.h‘t%th'%tarh“h
EF AO?} aro sout ] (Y\E{I'i 0

our maln force north-west ra(h
|t|on IS untenable in ours withdraw to south-westward of

rano
Vg have freedom to alter these , dispositions according to weather, local
conditions, and enemy counter move

at.evening the Admiralty informe ommanger-in-Chief of the polic
fortlhetmmeél%te uture maﬂ rl Orﬂldj h %tchtheti Iowm IS an extract y
g ST T VIR Ml e g s g it
uwkqga]s[posa andy 8 ’?P {t er m’formepdp an ah’prﬁp
e CO F?e e m antl e itis 0 prtmarxdtrﬂgp fance 0 prevent
ar I rcsema SeF al Ofor el Ilé U?] Seerlzulrn ent I I‘El)rtemlﬁorhar ase near
OU WI Fresuma X rraPr( ora tem ora§ Eﬂn

TVIK must als rimary im B fan
that %att ecruisers may tu%n up [¥] Por

Byt the Admt aIt{ %a . 4 dtous t:% ntsrrSt Ptgv% ngr\lljelt%ea[-sttaacnkdhhtth ut éiela%

n t e enemy shi a
estro %a Il hadaread ordere Admiral Layton to sen tﬁ e
}Iéptro Ilé\l ﬁ %rmser Squ%dr n— th Petea their vmg/ to T!aca a— |tﬁ eW%

e’meantime,
u% anchoraﬁe In the norlt)h
e to the Germans, It seems possible

coun(lie/r?hsant?s o a&mtrat/( % Cam ah%ve oultd be neg (e) &gn%rusti

|eh( e dt? ]mzrbtighe? In A dte?’ene ope was told oﬁ

t of experience this morning, you consider it a justifiable operation,
take avat\a%q Jestr%yers n arwkareg hd attask enemy tonlght or tomorrow

And Captaln Yates answered (Penelope to Admiralty, 2310/10) —

“Consider attack is 1;ustlflable altt} tt%h element gf surPrlse has b en lost

Naviga H zhngerou rorg wrecks 0 #s sunk, today #m(patm nce of

successtul night”attack, , Pro ose aftac t dawn “dn Frida t smce

Pera (on or (ES cannot be F f and issued tor tomorrow In resen
estroyers on atro

disposition 0
raI Whltwo th for mJormattgrLonIy St||| he

| eosgna1 nalsotl‘,ﬁmguttot at t e ships under his orders had been ree
dtﬁeren Tt %] éjer ? ﬁromg,\YayYh
orces from 10 atfac ere nm

{0 do to prevent the Germans from ?Plng
Blree\h//eﬂt resF e5|£ligtf%rqlrr]gqU|rena Etartfytng 50 he maée this signal t
the Admlra% |med
e

“Your th April to Pen rt nflict with the poli tlin
i thhA .|' 30 Fnione, anpeasp confict with the pofcy outlined

our 1
ge he circum
urt er casu altlest Rlnow uhdermycommandwnljeopardlze the prevention
of rein orcements reac arvik.



OPERATIONS IN VEST FJORD AREA, 10th 12th APRIL  Sec. 14

The Admiralty stood bg t6he|rrP an teIIrn ?gtarn Yateséhe shouL haﬁ’l

RN U
Edourn &nenror er In é{di\lghor grarse mrsgrvrng§J andp 6990y11
aptain 'Yates srgna ed to the Admiralty —

e SIS i A1 LA S AR
VICInIP/ %ﬁp( a qirrerent character an apReare t0 z’fl
ntrofled minefre was, also

e 0

8 e-fire ma nefic torpedoes.

ser as ore a g ?) [ gl{] cations Were t d h re daesfences
Yﬁere re are hIS [0 0 sout IS of

e 0 erdtion on th |nes oWyesteDr?iays attac couﬁd not pbe carrr nron
{OOf this report, | concur, and regret | must reverse decision given in

Never eIess th%Adm“aItr)é still hoped to brtn off this.attack. TheR/ told

C ptain Yates to mrnappgrengra Ié) S Tja e1n ciase ﬁarrg %OU'[
atfack on e em% orces |n [V ere ag(}/ F CePO

Fan- on snote fhat Aftermoon on her way o
conseqence Jd L& long_fime fo come. yNext 8ay the Admrratity ordere

attac on a nt
Rumours, of G%rr&an rernf rcemen had d hitworth i |n
eantrrne hrou omman er rr tat or orv¥e[%ran rce
ere told é at a War ev nrn
enoIm m esFout the mnl(e |eh rge (e an
tan er ere, hoping for er to arw an
e eveg to e trans ort _afrive

e gr sRme

E?:V da atlghe erouth n]te\fest rﬂrra “cons| ere ft stdut
gchflorce gpvr?(r olptr(/h cmhese Wremarnpear t F Eéhve”tL?”a so sée'” orc%m fe
tﬁ aj t PrgNr fwere n\oadrng]a gOtF(P &cc rd m? e T Ce \?at
toans% Pp I ra%%l ake ténrr]o SPecs(tJrno%ers ra |rst att rgerm
enn \%/aLs rg ported at Ten trst rhe cong erefp
fhould endea ?ur acF? our f ark to Y H\I hrs
ast Presun'lra] |¥ at tn ?ﬁ d ern time. 0. atta arrn\ nex
Whm 8rh tfdéd & acﬁfoh 8Hem tra(n%pt agtr?rusltstﬂhﬁOdggtencdndlrrgr
Btta Yy I\F a+ nelope t ok the krmo and Kim er%P/ ﬁ her :
Hh e e et
gelr%ﬁth% enélgé itlruc ala{]rnnck %@i onoe float ﬁ d tovvéla\{eh%g r% moevrvsletﬁf
on ean ptar ates sentt Krm p to
%do eres ea ntta one erman erchan] B§ {0 hg
otheyr mrneaoe'r]smg whiile patr ing near the mineield est Jor ain ﬁ

rt Since the nvasion, and thaf w I’th rqt

gotsh]cete asion,.and t t aste%\qte IC g rt]

guljgw“ﬁéhad d LY t%enor%%tr i daw“renejt\
the 0is

gr

D_.wmp—o-_ D

re'that ship sail oont mc tr ns ?w

ver {0 rweglans ster was us out s |mos moun in
after the secon fle arvk an Suhse u an r down a car
on or ens eranssn ean er (the Kattegat) repor
ennholm Jord see Secs. lan : t t t t
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Sec. 14 GERMAN INVASION OF NORWAY

he remainin destro ers con Bued to cruise that da revent
nk?rc rnentsr ch % ral Whitworth gave or apkar
IC [) ﬁontro est dord ndrt east]war te aro rne
rescrined In sor ers to Captai e and ?statron
rnrn troI rno an 3/ h mira hrmse Sont\nue
the wrt etwo é‘ Ishrps stretc |ng som ? 1les to
f e westwar omvaer iral 2{ eport 0 ssr e (German
ren evous |n bet en n senth rwest to
aro o he nor or this osrtrgln urin %h n)rg P
or md] orne ommandrrn ief, who had béen vrng northr
dhemarea

15. Movements of Commander-in-Chief, Home Fleet, 10th-12th AprrI

[Plans 3, 4
%emfﬁn]wple Ithe Commander-in-Chief held hi BOSO t?1rth -easter| ({ gourse throughout
o carr e]a tack arr n§ betwe

es n r aetse “oqgtlrond?reeran%wrgv ren%te %he Furart)uegl 3\%9 (Hh/ gl?Pr ﬁflroalrrséora]
Admir é the enemgrsb IS there. etnhese accordl
consrste ftgv fcrursr ri

estro 6ez{ % ntmelq The iast
port recelv re the attack, t|rRl ace er class
I(EJ anc wn a urnberg att ea of then [FOWS In
rondheim Jor

omman EI' |

es tot ewestward
Infact when thsr ort was made th German anF JrP'hdh im ons steR

Eft ran f rdestroe uI acopl rrc
koI neman entere the %or in e]ar urs
6 rg Ight ad é‘ therr troosa re,
the an eo the es er were rd r% to le vet at
8 t short ageo ue prevented t ag ve u t

n re rnll%&e an
lb ot under wa%’{ acc mpanie ’\an rt %W?

ity ;trrhﬁe‘h . trnan i tgg e

which h eenc sTeTn ern the enehn

to Its navr atrtorha uules— ano wste rse h
et Clt? Wa ordered ron

a {0 kee the hea trs tnterestrn to note a ha
Pger enaco ur ea[ erdrversron course woul % tak en
traight into mrra on |tsea er courseat ou

'vtavsva? il O?Fe%n“feeé‘ tOme 0 ”“'es o tate”haahervsve 0 the“tSétS

turnedy togthe sout dS Po% &?erm ny at dtﬂ y y

ceor en the 18 machines.with torpedoes left the Furioys af about
04& déQéYW Ed% some Btfmrlg |f1rompt?te fown, to attack the erm(n
nits reporte In Trondhéim they %u]n teenem Crul er— ras (she(}/t%erev
the fwo en y_Crul ers— one. n fleet cruised_nort ut L
carrrer arfew esfro fr] fc rng eentrancetlo Fro ave the nort r]
a rg eim,” t urr us’s airmen .could see below them In. t

r two estI[I ers and marine, bgsr es merc aHtm N e thir
e%trog/ seems 1o escape etectron an Jh(e ckholdt, wh %
ad set out with the ipper'on the previous nrght not return until

1 See Sec. 15 postea.
2



MOVEMEN&%AEOF LCE%h{lMﬁ)lt\lhDEngt-th-CHlEF Sec. 15

R R S
their targets a ttack was without sUccess
The ‘disa por? LF'gonrcequt caused Admiral Forb to rhrder a progtcer

rﬁconnarssa %rmb two ma bs to att
ter they ; orted w atterﬂo rnt

the men-0
8 two royers, “one 0 unsucces y some

%[pﬁanes andJeS; mercﬁant vess,e1IC they at
ereutwa rsafp%on&trn in eed et it. Wﬁ qot the rrmenafault &t

e b s e
0 cers anm mr?tnation Were Tirin herre”s rsshon aahne Inorpedo P%ﬁ j
? i%eﬁ aH‘ter therr first aH)ack at Narv lé un eterre h e os
averal of t e]rr shrgmates tderr honour an couraﬂe rerHarnedt 0 n? E
0

azzling s, the Snow-covere s .0ver w ?
a ga tripute | mrﬂrscent ofw %anVr Cent’s s éayrngo an ear rer ma¥
roubn e that "his honour was rrg t as his swor

r
esto rondheim was re erved e 1sis’ (Commanider Clouston

e reo té’hréi%?g%&: rotesout e part of Fo Havét wih wj‘v'ogt

searcheé nt e repor

cceﬁ omm n er usto ed. to carr ta recor]narssapc}e U

ro er { g 0&1 est 'ﬁ uter imit ences
e‘{m a roac everal Germa Igra Were SIg ut .no

tron ore eences was encounte short ater ente rn

rn e| ord at 3 hen fire was opened from retrn nestena
or eam, at a ran eo out30 rs, omman er o]usto at once
atee co rs to sea mart en gem nt ensed, the destroyer
e BT R
0USto arn egrm ressro that the atter cke modern (hre cont o[
ur men rse Was then shaped throug avet to rejon the

mman er- rn
On the return of the econnojtrj craft, the Com and r-in-Chief sh

n r ed

ourse to th nortth towar rnt nd unc a arratac dr
e enemy (aptal ton mo nmg efore

Oh g ICe- dmrra unnrn mwr v[or}s Ire, erv(rﬂ] teld
n eH Wwas detached to se nner e ro H erm est
hor rnstrucHons t0 mop Pany enemy .ships found there, T ﬁ
a Iezi, then on their way aek om ron ejm, werﬁ ordered to JO J‘
orce. The ?\earc was carried up to Bt the next dag later
on north of Narvik as far as ro $0, bUt N0 enemy was encountere

Half an h f I k
i e el Stirfhd dm”%ncémrt‘rq::t%ﬁ rrr%da%rrrtrr Eloge) aa" Ay

er engine room o, rk, Escort and Hyperi weredtar t0 S
Ecor'gon(hesf%n h)er t0 Lerwrcth Where sﬁe eV tuaﬂy arrived In tow otlpr

Whilet at ere |n ro ress, the Admiralty informed the Commandegr-
in- cnh% Q er Img t Hossrsble enemrlr rnI eZvoUs rhn the coming

1See Plan 11.

ofthr'rr B P

nner
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Sec.15 GERMAN INVASION OF NORWAY

twentty fsour I]oursr 67° N,, between 4° "E, and 6°E.. This osrt nwas

bﬁu 0 miles to t e orth w stward of t e mm nder-i rn ohu

th { drst nce t %1 esXv € J( dmira Etw% who
at

Il il e rf h
g?ﬁ% é g t (Etakrn rma %u fh esou%r

i h&?naffhauaaer; wil armurho it

as seen of any ene the contrary, rr orce reports whrch soo
% Eoth German hat ercru P

gan, to co Sers an one Ise
ST S o e o | rt ik 4.8 ata
he w rom north of the Lofoten sI erra

ou air or sur ace ese weret n be on our eac
ostb c e account of their movements during
the Ivasion perro wr oun in the Iowrng section.

16. Movements of German naval forces 9th- 13th Agpril [Plans 3, 4

After outﬂrst]anc(g the Reno the mo g of he 9th Agrr Adgnra

bens Wit n rse au a arn orst stoo t war
When o rse Was tere west e para enera

ituation as newr % dmr aI ethe re urnJ

erman rnd(epenéten e Na vr ron erm roups, e to

e. westwar r turnrnt% mewar 0se 10 the e an S.

wrn tgo aotecrﬁr]rc(a?to eeeac rrtre avnaEIS nau ts:%mgr# W rceh ea nsn g
n H ?atterashup re or rtron an rtenstrons
s gn, bsltfon 0 t enort east of celan
not wrs ve away nis posrtro t noon sent charn or

crat to, Tr nd with orders o make t e re ort a ort ree ours

%Ves gavigg hrs report crossed a signa roup Command,

“All ava Iahlecrursers destroxers and tor e?o bgats areteProcEe]d tp Fa tonigh

NaerngS es ro%ers t%ﬂo ré)BervurEﬁmhlree omman

procceree rrect 'Aestroyers Join you or brea&< %hrougﬂ

rvik destroy re unabIe fo put to sea rtl owrgto daa
rnfTrcte kh 3 [?I arvrtj(t manlapI OWin %ﬁou’a ﬁn e ntz%é

ons tFr)%r; aremarne wrt sastrous resu ts t0 themselves
m)rral Lutrens antici ate an Iteratront hese or ers gsares of his
%r(rja the afrcraft, but tere C sea %ezeé qrr the
ezV % between es ron herm R
recehve e e pect shrn I_entrons he atered Co rse to t
g% est an atO th HJ as e. Hipper was cearrﬁg the ome Ieet
tlo eastWﬁ n the Furious was f the ortrve
attac { eim—ne hauled roun to t

e, sog ?_l mrra U ens

Wwas aware rom enemy reports that the main Britis nav concentration
1 . Commander-in-Chief, H Fl report. . Th mander-in-Chief f cour

orkrncﬂognqt edet?ent Pc'eer%lon% tehe tewert)SGeerpn?ah battl% %r()trr{]ser% ge dr%?r'ael \)(msrtv%orctﬁusSe

orce oft 9th April as one battlecruiser and one cruiser.
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MOVEMENTS OF GERMAN NAVAL FORCES, %h - 13n APRIL  Sec. 16

was  off the . Norwegian coast, in th rondhet and Lofoten areas : this,

no?”b'hf Ik t;;ar | ﬁht?ftfhhi'“ I ek v

to t(lre eastward1 ah het rtdsé % 9to?nh ?Pﬁ % eszecte a
ezZvous wit the Ipper t as at this moment t

rrtrs reconnaissanc rrcrat a eare and shortl terwarsrnterc te

ess eswar ed the. Germans erswreo errw to attc them,

ut the weat eterrorattﬁ vrsrbrr el r

ser us| lle and no
contiact occurred ltQhaty evening the formation reac e the aJa"de wrt% ut

MeP“OH hashbeen ma%e of how the crurser at Bergen, rrst ans d and
ﬁo a% o) y ] e]r ot o o Os%oe n”tzg fo_rgngorno(f lt)
hataterBoon she e ort eretun wing to the an er ot

enem¥nsuanganns S ror(’re i‘h%\rrsr aetr ' 59689p£h5°tre
I frj ] atnsa'%a% a trhra .
99 |8e ?Ioo the arft erp Pt t[he ?1 %rftg ?oreﬁewrnﬂ
3&\ aw ea! 0 e Stern

south-west erId Ir cr n, owar
t%ﬂl h Was.m tg &t 0 the ldfth (18 t—Kotrlla an !Vithrﬁrn%swee
otr a, W rch medal1 escort, t er In tow, aét eéntk roy
% wase ehea sea en runn,rp wou er stern i
dpﬂ ecrew Were % atrol boat utzow eventu sy
reache iel on the evenrngo e 13th, n wasouto actron or twelve mont
17. Furious aircraft attack at Narvik, 12th Aprrl [Plans 4, 12

After meeting. Vice-Admiral Whrtworth or of 12th April, the
Commanger- rg hreF teeredltotheno th ar r}ort T tea area. ghments
werea am re cin esren | ork an two estro er
escor] gt amaye rP \} ett revro s affernoon, as
twoch estn sent (n fo fu ice-Ad rra nnrnﬂ]ams orcewasstr

rn the fromt Is tim arho (commtt t was Influencin
andF |n Chr sd dsg srtro s—t ordanrse llie expe rterr]
orwa ese Wé ar& Irsf con do&

onsstrn J sds W ss stra 0 fermuda and Rejna d
acl rw sarI fro gn 1th dp ern ed next da P
Cape.Wrat ro mSc Was steerin

arvr accom anre mrra a chester, with

ﬁro fr estro ers a otec or

i ene ack%sgl omm a Qrces, éh ann %{Vﬁ%%rgeﬁﬁr%}z
] tairn ISt s
agint urora a €0

|s
sarIed rom osyt to take charge of the naval si

1See Chapter 111 postea
13%th&€ ﬁonvoy was joined by the repair ship Vindictive with six destroyers on the

f MM&W. an %t%%tade B9 LeTLing Aurara o0 her ATig artpo ain. e e”stta
ish contact wit e ian Authorrtres nth concl usfn p%e WEQ %
rom t ritis

(E 1SS0, he' e again ant Jo. Standinavia on 2 specraf mission
overnment to the Kirrg of Norway.
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Sec. 17 GERMAN INVASION OF NORWAY

h
Rl A A A A PR

th f f N.P.
AN o N
6 ( wrho rs () Eg)eet it acerw rch he g s {0 provrg(e cPe
Jor ethe epulse an destroyers proceeded to the base for Tuel.

hus rrhthe aftev\noon of 12th A rrt: the Com ander-in-Chief ha% Yvrth hIr
8 Y odney arsgrte enown, Furious an SIX rt\e]strox(ers while twelve
estroyers were workrn in'the southern approaches to Narv

With tnrs orce the Commander-in-Chief arrived off the L%oten Is| afads
rﬁ h urbous whose arl’(craft were fo attack Narvik. ere
o] aeadre ombrn attac on the s errn% th tevenrn the t ,\io
rio&ograp ? aepproaches gavl dr shi rn rou Iy

]] orsoe th y mmanter-in-Chief
dthF urrous ttack onsr rvrk to be Eresse ome and hoe o
ear all ships, rncIu n merc ts r sw rch reerth rtrans o s orstores

ave been un ore erres so sknown most qf ene X

estroyers a y mau
riqys. durin man stretche

rI ee de ro ers stoo bXO
mi stosde ar an %c \fvht rs rte screen
other three es er rnt eet of% Izg
shr soonga ter rog'pm errbom sat twe and

'980 our r es ro ers an rrrv on oar agarna 'th
ust ur ho]urﬁ]e enem ettrn out ost two” out o t

g t mach n S t ro t¥ u save h crews. . Lieut.-
mander urner ed that his attack was carri dd rrht
erren e and without

vaﬁua gm ecr rn tactrc

conditions ofvhlhrch the s obuaéron dhah no Pnre
F\W % kto raphic re uc rons o
?r go rLon st rrn%

areoonnars%ancer whic ha\\//e eg‘r e\>A(ltrre
&anPP charts wﬁrc[ﬁ/% \?vsé n%gneouresep

e e it A R
sar errcomm hey gotshaclk Yn arE at 2%%(0 Y
18. Second Battle of Narvik, 13th April 1940 [Plan 10

a srgna rder

fl rrat to attempt arv %(n Sea
ganin Eene g orces an att IES In a srn
gavi QS oyte dy strﬁger Wlt nc ron ep at ac
[10US ccor Jr%% n at or OWI ag \% 8
arsprte and nine aestroyers un erA mrra rtwor esq ron wou
The following force came under.Lord Catk’s command when within. 100 milgs of Va
6ord HP O%Egen ai:ter reseAur(ilaoan dr@ ttr}\]rae1 r&roteﬁtgrlla%eauxﬂrar %ﬁﬁtvoan&eafj

estr troo
hﬁ Saecer ey e g g feioined e Lo Chic

lngmger? aer\olr‘(erdﬁ tlrtosyhr_s dtcludes {Beh(grenade and Encounter, which arrived

ccor to the Germans, no hits were obtained on the destroyers : some casualties,,
la 4" y
mos y on land, were cause

3oon afte #0 rﬂ t\he hAsdrnstr ctronsfor the ratt ck, the Commanqbérn C

y splinters.
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SECOND BATTLE OF NARVIK, 13tn APRIL 1940 Sec. 18
assemble at 0730, the 13th, in.67° 44'N., 13° 22 E inside Vest Fjord, a hundred

tF

m es rom arvr and @ o in with some es a ea ee |n and t
ers for an ant s anpﬁlscreken rs te WEeps 10
au dr anvi arsp |te toa osrtr
rvr en in crrcumsta Ces and rom ere cover the
ad vanceo the destroyer mt arbour and adj centwter Where nemy
| a he Jocate U |ous cruising outside with the Com an er-n-
ror ers tB étmanrr%raa t 10 attac ore ences su DOse

aro osIte shore mten row. %)Pot
r{an Ithers to ttack the. shi FE)tterres n an n(ﬁ arvrﬁ These

ancesor%rs wnurunarhunngnﬁt b ST
t unc e mman er-in- it
urro |ve es ro ersw ur e 0 sr et ofoten
some miles o orer vrc ty o erewere
so our destroyers at or near S
after ﬂewtr'htwﬁdhrﬁ?fétdg rQ{arﬂ% ttcr]r tP fergltrS f |n i fgrlgpt 12(5%/21\/3st
srde est th he ssac ero, Foxhound n oresr here the
m an ey and lcarus one w ninth destro er
krm rem |ne atro ear %8 m es fa

the
efore 1 th s asu marrne

|s was fortunate, fo sort

etween her a the sg dr n, t en ust co |n sr martne
rve skrmo sogn ers 0 t rover own wrt
Pn %es ovelr the area om w |c it cou en arspite

Bt er fro urr us tt es ua o %r%y soon after

on %
ne#ther th nor rt see anyt to aftac
erw I ac ewf uenes w asse nm remin r
ore hem eanw as |e a en U he ownarcrat
o scout service It dldatt(t ctron e Vice-Admira

If EVET El S épborne alrcr een USG {0 SUCLp goaa purp ose ij Iyt
r € narro S a dozen mres

o?/rete u? r%n e erar?o e? nes o tn rrow ere
ﬁ%gr ann uﬁne and th1 oe Ine q%)ella thou% M ged
l)n the en aq Hten on r£ run agroun an en J sho
efore m| %tont e 11t the an]aesusarne Was severe H he's 'ﬁ,
S
khrt er, escort the 8 h Warsgrt sarrcra’f %X

|m e mtrwn retrreH %j.l ore %g Erltlzt m cnan Inﬁ frre at

s, the Iimit of visibilit captal oftB ner%J sing that
JoRar S e
yard to% bIetoa)se t e a{gar sth 10g ﬁnn a ron

EItr(r)rhetlottorydea f Briangs Fio r |FesoS esar{ggontre magrarv |e
subma rnﬁ gg w”rch uehp band'?nt he arrc . Onit wadu |t
oeflner putting Into vIK S| nas enah

?eggrng érrtrs ships to traif guns an ubes to star oar .[eady to enqaqet
1 Ad |ra| |t orhsfrc was as oIIo i ta Crutchle ouin
L e era Tl

d té leut.- oreste |eut mander Tancoc
O)Hh Un |eu comman eranFers S




Sec. 18 GERMAN INVASION OF NORWAY

enemg the moment the(}/‘pass d the mout of th bay. Te Ine frredh r
tor edoes za one saly. uns an then’s ot ere trs
In“addition, both t o In and the skimo hit her wi torpe 08s,
whr e her own torpedoes mrsse

|t was thep nearl 1338 The Britis shrpswe[]eado miles fr mNar}/
lookin for@ erman destroyers in %F a a] entF unne- first
ﬁte the British at the entr nﬁe {0 ? \%na a war Hg
got e ogters estro eb s, Whic e] Iag anchor m a our.
ofte?t erma etro [ otrn tarn e ta en ovB
h%t”nm” ol orqereh“h@ to°t”t“° Oreettgner? Wsﬁh”e O ek
s>t 0 leav Wo thh ]tTa Wnl Eﬁry gs ortp f Hrvars

ir euntt'auu e s e G B arra{t e
gin our at th etrme Su n{eg undr?ert e Impression that rt was an
alr- rar butevr%entl put otu mtolr%tt fo th "
IIﬁsotet ree German destr erse e harbour %ereér e nﬁe ero

r turned So as to fire treir r 0es, (0
escrr es the action outside Narvrk aP %ourm t% n?ollowmgw ds—

 From 1300 to 1355, Hero en a (Les%p%a nem de%royers ith her two

fOmeOSt %ans at ranages e an ar S ?Hlt IS EeI’IO (Z

r es ﬁ SiX tsw reo tained oh en r(r) %e
e to the large numter of ih 'é) ring a a ew ep nft r ersffrﬁm practro
{?frSa - tewlansasmo e 10 teeb ?ph 0 own 0ot Onse)éore@
rotﬁgeht 8 Fron oyvfhe%tot erestrrctron rm%osed hy the roas gmg guur e0
the also employed on swee m dutie

meg to her dutres aa urde leet whr e%essrtatedl (oerrods on.a
ste dy ouLse ah % vﬁsR ero appeare rcaﬂp ontinuously
under fire, but the ship was hot it except for one sma mter

he German dest rs out de the arhour, whrch were Iahewe Vrnedb the

e, were grafd orce erma_ eorsc er, th Hrlg
to om afte a erlrg%%ement Tas urs, Wit ge exceﬁtronn
oeIIne sunk in vr one of t estro ers een I t rs
was the case, ter % ryr en ny recerve
order: etrreu omba ord eanépare ar edt
IS me sa e e ma erJangs I eac
roIdvr er cr W W re s nt'to rer rc Nt un am
Igdment whrc was efen rn the area a owrng
rtra ame up. a] torB ger W ethe ot Ir rrs unit
ere attac m ree w % st rarsf enough steam to an arh our
nce Was se on fire m a ew minute

er gun ser s ore
of t e ar ur, we er captarn ave.the order to andon shi

. .The Punjabl 'was this time an hdrew . with am

teampr an ns out of acr n ut re orted hersel frt or servrce an hou

t( arspite. was enﬁagrr}g nemy whenever a ar et Vb)resene

Itself but owr to theu ste dp e of"the. destro S Inter-

itten 0] aintain s Ftro?ﬁ Sergter%yers ana 1o keep
the ﬁagshrp Clear of te torpeA E]anger a5 HaT s possrbf
S G LR
0

3
an firé torpedoes &t WArspi enelope IS0 signa
he epenem y's leaving rm{ gPeneo R0 Eslﬁmo 5/%) J

reportss eretcerved s t ” 2 1.~
is tim rman estro ere practically out of ammunition, havin
expertrte agoo deal in’the action of 101h varrT P y J

3
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eﬁ(a(t)trldmaqt Ithgtglan 0 atrtaelécrg]rrclraf from the Furi sshoulg have | ]S medd
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1Report of Commanding Officer, H.M.S. Hero.
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Linglefield, Imogen, Isis, Ilex. See Sec. 15 ante.
2The Kattegat.

3See Sec. 15 ante.

4Lieut.-Commander Cumming, D.S.C.
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Force arrived at Kirkeneslat 1600 that afternoon, sailing for Tromso the same
evening as cover for a Norwegian troop convoy ; a second convoy was escorted
by the Imogen a couple of days later.

Admiral Cunningham remained in these northern waters, based on Tromso,
cooperating with the Norwegian authorities, and working with the Furious in
operations in connection with the arrival of the Narvik Expeditionary Force
(Rupert), until the 19th April, when he sailed for Scapa (in response to an
urgent signal from the Commander-in-Chief) with the Berwick and Inglefield.

20. Submarine activities,2 4th-14th April 1940 [Prans 7, 8

While the focus of the Allied naval effort had thus been moving to the north,
the southern area had not been entirely neglected. As already mentioned
(see Sec. 12) the weight of the German air attacks on the Home Fleet in the
afternoon of 9th April3 had convinced the Commander-in-Chief of the
impossibility of operating surface forces off the southern coasts of Norway
without incurring very serious losses. It was therefore left to the Allied
submarines to do what they could against the German sea communications
with the southern ports. And fine work they did, though it was impossible for
them unaided to cut the seaborne pipeline from Germany across the narrow
waters of the Skaw and Skagerrak to Norway.

Special submarine dispositions had been ordered on 4th April, with the
object of covering the ports involved in the operations under Plan R.4, should
they be ordered, and on the night of 8th April they were disposed as follows —

3in the Kattegat, Sealion, Sunfish, Triton.

2 in the Skagerrak, Trldent o.r.p. Orzel.

1 entering Skagerak, Truant

1 south-west of Skagerrak, 56° N., 6° E Seal.

3 off west coast of Denmark, Spearflsh Snapper XJnity.
2 East of Dogger Bank, French Amazone Antlope

6 on from fhe United Kingdom to the eastward, Severn, Tarpon, Clyde, Thistle,
Shark, Seawol

As a result of the reports on 7th and 8th April of the German fleet being
at sea the Admiralty in the afternoon of the 8th, after discussion with the
Admiral, Submarines (Vice-Admiral Sir Max Horton) had ordered fresh
dispositions designed to intercept the enemy heavy ships, with the result that
by the morning of the 9th the submarines were moving to cover the approaches
to the German ports in the Heligoland Bight, leaving the Norwegian ports
somewhat neglected. Admiral Horton, however, had for some time been
convinced that the invasion of Norway by the Germans was imminent—an
opinion confirmed by the sinking of the Rio de Janeiro on the 8th4, and in his
original orders, timed 1931, 4th April, had laid down that if warships and
transports were encountered the latter were to be taken as the primary
objective. This instruction was allowed to stand ; and at 1324 the next day,

1The situation at Kirkenes was complicated by uncertainty as to the Russian intentions :
this made the Norwegians reluctant to denude their north-eastern frontier of troops.

2These are fully dealt with in Naval Staff History, Submarines.

31t has been remarked that had the German aircraft which, then a |ed beenRarmled
with torpedoes and pressed home their attacks the fate of ﬁw rnce 0 \Wfi €S and REPUISE
might have been anticipated by some 18 months by the odney and

4The report of this had been received before Admiral Horton’s visit to the Admiralty
that afternoon.
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9th April, he signalled to the submarines that German merchant ships
encountered in the Skagerrak east of 8° E. and in the area to the eastward of
the German declared area should be treated as warships and sunk without
warning.1l

Actually, the submarines had already taken a hand in the game as evidenced
by the sinking of the Rio de Janeiro by the Orzel on the 8th. This was followed
up the same afternoon by the sinking of the tanker Posidonia2 (on her maiden
voyage) in the mouth of Oslo Fjord by the Trident. Thatnightseveral submarines
encountered enemy squadrons and convoys coming out of the Baltic, though no
successes were scored ; but on 9th April the Truant sank the Karlsruhe off
Kristiansand (see Sec. 12 ante) and on the night of the 10th/lith the Spearfish
seriously damaged the Lutzow3 with a snap shot on the surface off the Skaw.
During the first week of the operations (8th-14th April), besides the ships
mentioned above, seven other transports and merchant ships were sunk in the
Skagerrak or Kattegat—four by the Sunfish and one each by the Triad, Sealion
and Snapper, while the Triton made four hits on a convoy, though severe depth-
charge attacks prevented her from observing the results.

These successes were not gained without loss. On 10th April the Thistle,
which had unsuccessfully attacked a U-boat the day before, was off Stavanger
and her Commanding Officer reported his intention of attempting to enter the
harbour. Nothing further was heard of her ; it is now known that she was
sunk by U.4. This loss was followed by the sinking by German A/S craft of the
Tarpon off the west coast of Denmark4 on the 14th.

The Germans, too, had made special submarine dispositions to cover their
landing operations. Practically the whole of their available operational
submarines were employed. Indeed, the almost total cessation of U-boat
attacks on the Atlantic trade routes was one of the earliest indications that some
large-scale operation was brewing elsewhere. They were disposed as follows :—

() Off Norwegian Ports
Narvik, 4 in Vest Fjord.
Trondheim, 2 (inner approaches).
Bergen, 4 (2 for each main entrance).
1to cover Haugesund.
@) Attack Groups
N.E. of Shetlands, 6.
East of Orkneys, 3 (small).
East and west of Pentland Firth, 4 (small).
W est of the Naze, 3 (small).
In eastern part of English Channel, 3.

1Hitherto submarines had been forbidden to sink merchant ships without ensuring the
safety of their crews in accordance with international law. The decision to remove this
ban in the area referred to was reached by the Cabinet on 9th April. The “German declared
area "was bounded by lines pass'a through positions (@) 53° 36 N. 4°25' E., 53° 36' N.
6° 2" E, (c) 56° 30'N. 6°2'E,, tf56° 30" N. 4° 25' E. On 11th April.the ban was further
relaxed to include 'any ships, merchant or otherwise, under way within 10 miles of the
Norwegian coast south of 61° N. and anywhere east of 6° E. as far south as 54° N. to be
attacked on sight. Ships at anchor may be attacked if identified as enemy.” (V.A.S.
1956/11,)

2Posidonia (8100 gr. tons) was taken over by O.K.M. and renamed Stedingen. She was
to have acted as a supply ship for Kristiansand (south) and for U-boats.

3The LUIZOW was so seriously damaged by the torpedo, and later grounding in the
Kattegat on her way home, that she was out of action for 12 months.

456° 45.5' N. 8° 15' E.
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In contradistinction to the success of the British submarines, the German
U-boats achieved practically nothing, only succeeding during the whole of
April in sinking three British and two neutral merchant ships and one store
transport (the Cedar Bank). When at an early stage in the operations
(15th April) their disposition fell into the hands of the British,1the Commander-
in-Chief, Home Fleet, expressed satisfaction that such an effort should have
accomplished so little. It is now known that their torpedoes suffered from
serious technical defects.2 But for this fortunate circumstance, the story might
have been different. Actually, many attacks were made by experienced
submarine commanders—but without result. On this subject Admiral Doenitz,
then Flag Officer, Submarines, waxed bitter. An entry in his War Diary
(15th May 1940) reads —

‘l do not believe that ever in the history of war men have been sent against
the enemy with such a useless weapon.’

21. General situation, 15th April 1940 [Pran 6

Vice-Admiral Whitworth's attack at Narvik and the operations described in
the foregoing sections marked the conclusion of the first phase of the campaign.
Hitherto the chief naval interest had centred on attempts to bring to action
the German naval forces and to blockade the detachments in Norwegian ports.
From this time onwards it lay in convoying and maintaining the hastily
improvised expeditions which the Allies were sending to the succour of the
Norwegians, and in inshore operations in support of the troops when landed.
Before following the fortunes of these expeditions the first of which were just
arriving in Norwegian waters, however, it will be convenient to take stock of the
general situation at the conclusion of the first phase as it existed in the evening
of 15th April.

In the northern area Vice-Admiral Whitworth was cruising off the Lofoten
Islands in the Warspite, standing by to support the operations against Narvik
of the expedition which had arrived with the Valiant and escort at Vaags Fjord
that day. The Valiant remained in Vaags Fjord on patrol till 1900, 15th, when
she sailed for Scapa, screened by three destroyers.3 On the same day Admiral
of the Fleet Lord Cork, wearing his flag in the Aurora, met General Mackesy for
the first time in Vaags Fjord, who had arrived there in the Southampton the
previous day.

Vice-Admiral Cunningham, with the Devonshire, Berwick and Furious was
operating in the Tromso area.

The Commander-in-Chief, Home Fleet, having remained cruising off the
Lofoten Islands during the 14th and met Vice-Admiral Whitworth off Skomvaer
next day, shaped course to the southward in the evening of the 15th with the
Rodney and Renown, arriving at Scapa on the 17th. Since the 14th, he had
been exchanging signals with the Admiralty on the possibility of a frontal
attack on Trondheim, to discuss which Rear-Admiral Holland, who had been
studying the problem in London, was proceeding to Scapa to meet him. This
proposal will be dealt with in the next chapter, but it was already giving the
Commander-in-Chief much to consider.

15€e sec. 45 postea.
2The torpedoes suffered in two respects —
The depth-keeping gear was defective and caused many misses.

(6) The magnetic pistols were adversely affected by the proximity of the magnetic
pole in the high latitudes and frequently failed to detonate.

3 Fear-ess, Griffin, Brazen.
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In the central area (Trondheim) Vice-Admiral Layton with the Manchester,
Birmingham, Cairo, three destroyers and two transports was nearing Lillesjona,
where he had been directed to transfer the troops to destroyers for passage to
Namsos, temporarily occupied the day before by parties landed from the
Glasgow and Sheffield, which remained cruising in the offing. Major-General
Carton de Wiart, V.C., the military commander in this area, arrived in a flying
boat at Namsos on the 15th, where Captain Nicholson in the Somali was
awaiting him to discuss landing arrangements.

A landing party drawn from the Hood, Nelson and Barham, then in dockyard
hands, had sailed from Rosyth in four sloops, the Black Swan, Bittern, Flamingo
and Auckland, on the 14th and was storm-bound at Invergordon on its way to
Aandalsnes (south of Trondheim). The Suffolk, on her way to join Admiral
Cunningham in the Lofoten Islands, after landing the party in the Faeroes,
had been recalled by the Admiralty to prepare for a bombarding operation in
support of this landing, and arrived at Scapa in the evening of the 15th.

At Rosyth, Vice-Admiral Edward-Collins was embarking the second flight
for Namsos—to be diverted next day to Aandalsnes—in the cruisers Galatea
and Arethusa and the transport Orion.

Further afield, Vice-Admiral Wells (V.A.(A) ) had been ordered to join the
Home Fleet from the Mediterranean in the carrier Glorious and had left
Gibraltar in the evening of the 14th ; his usual flagship, the Ark Royal (soon to
follow), was ordered to remain at Gibraltar for the time being.

Turning to the enemy, the situation was as follows. Their initial landings
had gone almost exactly as planned. Their naval losses had been severe, but
not higher than anticipated though the loss of Commodore Bonte’s ten
destroyers at Narvik had been a bitter blowt—and their surviving main units
were by this time all back in German ports.

The initial supply arrangements for the assault forces at the two northern
ports,2however, had virtually broken down ; only one out of the six camouflaged
steamers which were to meet the landing parties on arrival reaching her
destination. The Rauenfels with ammunition for Narvik had been blown up
on 10th April, the Alster with mechanical transport had been captured, and the
Barenfels, after being diverted to Bergen, was sunk there while discharging her
cargo for Narvik by air attack on the 14th. Of the Trondheim group, the
Sao Paulo was sunk by mine off Bergen and the Main by a Norwegian destroyer;
the third ship, the Levante, eventually reached Trondheim on the 12th, three
days late. Yet another supply ship had been sunk at Stavanger by the
Norwegian torpedo boat Sleipner3on the 9th.

The tankers, too, had been unfortunate, only the Jan Wellem from Murmansk
reaching Narvik as planned, the other two, the Kattegat for Narvik and the
Skaggerak for Trondheim, having both been scuttled by their crews to avoid
capture.

' The expectation of the Army and the Air Force to be supplied in time with
guns, ammunition, equipment and provisions for the troops that had been
landed in the northern harbours was therefore frustrated.’4

1'Ten ofour modern destroyers, half of our destroyer fleet, are lying shot to bits, damaged
or sunk in Ofot and Rombakenfjord.—German Naval Staff War Diary.

2568 sec. 1 ante.
3SIe|pner, 3—3-9-in. ; 1-1'57 A/A guns; 2—21-in. torpedo tubes.
4B.R. 1840 (1) The German Campaign in Norway.
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The German detachments in these two areas (Narvik and Trondheim) thus
found themselves in a highly critical position until these deficiencies could be
made good. The fate of their destroyers at Narvik, which had been unable to
leave for want of fuel, left no doubt as to this. Intercepted Allied signals on
12th April had revealed the probability of an Allied landing' at Namsos, and
later messages indicated that another landing was impending at Vaags Fjord
on the 15th. From the German point of view the fate of Narvik depended on
holding the Trondheim area ; ‘the pivot of all operations was therefore
Trondheim n and the following directions were accordingly issued on the 14th.

(a) The Army (Group X XI1) was to reinforce the garrison at Trondheim as soon
as possible, taking possession of the railway Oslo-Dombaas and Aandalsnes.

(0) The Navy was to concentrate U-boats in the waters round Trondheim and
Aalesund, and to arrange for the transport of the most important supplies
by U-boats2to Trondheim.

(© The Luftwaffe3to destroy enemy troops already landed ; to prevent further
landings in the Aandalsnes area; to occupy Dombaas with paratroops
and to send airborne reinforcements to Trondheim.

Meanwhile, in the south, the follow-up troops and stores had arrived at their
destinations between 9th and i2th April in the 1st Transport Division4—
the ships sailing singly in disguise—more or less as planned. Losses5 had
occurred, from accident and enemy submarine attack, but not on a scale
sufficient to cause serious interruption.

The 2nd Transport Division, sailing in convoy, lost two ships and a patrol
vessel8 to British submarines north of Gotenberg, but the remaining nine
transports reached Oslo on the 12th ; 900 troops, however, had been drowned
and in future the passage of troops was restricted to fast warships and small
craft using the shortest route between Jutland and the southern Norwegian
ports. The 3rd Transport Division, 12 steamers carrying Army supplies, left
home ports on the 13th and, sailing in five independent groups, arrived at
Oslo 15th-16th April after losing two ships.7 Thereafter the build-up proceeded
steadily, the number of troops transported from Frederikshavn and Aalborg to
Larvik and Oslo being about 3000 a day.8

On shore the German troops were advancing from Oslo up the railway lines
leading to Trondheim through Lillehammer and Dombaas in the west and

1B.R. 1840 (1) The German Campaign in Norway.

2Several U-boats had been earmarked for this duty since the 10th. Within a week
three sailed, each carrying 40 to 50 tons of small arms and A.A. ammunition.

3Luftflotte 5 for the conduct of all operations in Norway had been formed under the
command of Colonel-General Milch on 12th April, and was operating from airfields near
Trondheim, Stavanger and Kristiansand (south) in Norway, Aalborg in Denmark, Wester-
land in Sylt (Frisian Islands) and Lubeck and Luneberg in Northern Germany.

4566 sec. 1 ante. _

5CUI‘|Wba ran aground north of Helsingborg, 7th April ; arrived Oslo, 10th. RI0 de
Janeiro, Antares and JONnIa sunk by submarines. 1

e Friedenau, Wigbert, patrot vessel 1507. ,

7Florida sunk by submarine in Kattegat; Urundi ran aground in Leads west of Faerdor.

8B.R. 1840(1) gives the following statistics of transportation (other than by warships)

for the Norwegian campaign. 270 ships and 100 trawlers, totalling 1,192,000 g.r.t., carried
up to 15th June —-

107,581 officers and men.
16,102 horses.
20,339 vehicles.
109,400 tons of supplies.
Of the above, 21 ships totalling 111,700 g.r.t. were lost, and of the 4344 officers and men in
these ships, about 1000 were lost: a large part of their cargoes was salved.
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through Kongsvinger, Elverum and Roros in the east. By 15th April the heads
of their columns had reached Strandlokka near the southern end of Lake Mjosa
and the western outskirts of Kongsvinger.

The Norwegian Army which numbered no more than six divisions, one of
which was stationed in the extreme north, never had a chance to carry out an
ordered mobilisation.1 But by this time detachments were assembled at
Storen and Steinkjaer in the Trondheim area. General Ruge had been appointed
Commander-in-Chief on the 10th, but in the general confusion and with scanty
communications had been unable to establish effective control.

The King of Norway, with the Crown Prince and the Government, closely
pursued and ruthessly bombed whenever their whereabouts became known to
the enemy, had retreated north through Hamar, Elverum and Lillehamar, and
had found a temporary resting place at Otta (south-east of Dombaas).

Hunted and harried though they were, so long as they remained at liberty,
the German invasion was doomed to failure politically, whatever might be
effected militarily by brute force. Already Quisling’s attempt to form a
government had proved abortive ; rejected by his fellow countrymen and
discarded by the Germans, he had given way to an ' Administrative Council ’
set up2 (with the approval of the King) under the Lord Chief Justice of Norway
as the Civil Authority in the parts of the country in German occupation, and
soon to be replaced in its turn by the Reich Commissioner Terboven on
24th April.

On 26th April the German wireless announced—somewhat belatedly—that
a state of war existed between Germany and Norway.

1General Erichsen commanding the 1st Division succeeded in mobilising to the south-east
of Oslo but he was isolated from Norwegian Headquarters and entirely without A.A. guns
or aircraft. After a week of fighting he was faced with the alternative of surrender or
internment in Sweden. He chose the latter.

216th April.



