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WBCSD’s	Cement	Sustainability	Initiative	(CSI)	is	a	global	effort	by	24	leading	
cement	producers,	with	operations	in	more	than	100	countries.	Collectively,	
these	companies	account	for	around	30%	of	the	world's	cement	production	
and	range	in	size	from	large	multinationals	to	smaller	local	producers.
To	date	the	CSI	remains	one	of	the	largest	global	sustainability	programs	ever	
undertaken	by	a	single	industry	sector.	

For	more	information,	see:	www.wbcsdcement.org

“To	provide	a	consistent	
and	comparable	basis	for	
our	members	to	publish	
EPDs,	we	commissioned	
Quantis,	specialist	
environmental	
consultants	and	world-
leading	experts	in	the	
field,	to	develop	our	
online	EPD	tool.”	

Roland	HUNZIKER
Project	Manager,	

Cement	Sustainability	
Initiative	

Snapshot	of	the	graphical	user	interface,	including	software-
aided	primary	data	collection	and	online	help	

To	support	companies	
prepare	Environmental	

Product	Declarations	(EPDs)	
of	concrete	and	cement,

CSI	commissioned	Quantis to	
develop	a	user-friendly	online	
calculation	tool	using	its	LCA	

expertise.	
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The	Cement	Sustainability	Initiative	commissioned	
Quantis	to	develop	its	online	EPD	tool	for	concrete	
and	cement	
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To	support	CSI	members	prepare	EPDs,	Quan4s	developed	a	user-friendly	
web-based	LCA	tool	aimed	at	preparing	the	ground	for	the	subsequent	
implementa2on	of	cement	and	concrete	EPDs.	

CSI	EPD	tool:	A	user-friendly	online	LCA	tool	to	assist	
in	collecting	data	and	computing	EPD	results	

Main	functionalities	of	CSI’s	EPD	tool:

§ User-friendly	online	primary	data	
collection	dashboard,	accessible	over	the	
web	from	any	computer	at	anytime	

§ Simplified	and	pre-framed	analysis,	
compliant	with	PCR	UN	CPC	375	concrete	

§ Generation	of	automated	reports	
including	i)	self-declaration	in	CSI	format	
and	ii)	background	report	(complete	set	of	
input	data	and	results)	

§ Assessment	of	the	environmental	
performance	of	clinker,	cement and	
concrete	

§ Easily	share	data	collection	and	exchange	
datasets	with	colleagues	

§ No	need	to	install	any	soware

CASE	STUDY	•	CEMENT	SUSTAINABILITY	INITIATIVE	•	2014



3

In	order	to	facilitate	the	process	and	reduce	the	costs	of	preparing	cement	
and	concrete	EPDs,	the	EPD	tool	was	officially	pre-verified	by	an	accredited	
independent	verifier.	

CSI	EPD	tool:	A	pre-verified	LCA	tool	to	reduce	costs	
and	effort	of	producing	cement	and	concrete	EPDs	

Main	assets	of	CSI’s	EPD	tool:	
§ Pre-verification	of	the	tool	(once	for	all),	
including	verification	of	LCA	model,	
project	database,	compliance	with	PCR,	
and	results	provided	by	the	tool	

§ Only	the	input	data	need	to	be	verified	
when	filing	for	EPD	registration	

§ Verification	costs	reduced	by	up	to	50%

Mutual	recognition	between	major	EPD	
Programme Operators:	
§ Although	CSI’s	PCR	for	concrete	is	
registered	at	Environdec,	the	mutual	
recognition	between	Environdec and	IBU	
allows	EPDs	to	carry	both	logos	without	
further	verification	
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“The	CSI	is	supporting	
the	publication	of	EPDs	
by	member	companies	
as	a	way	to	stimulate	
and	improve	the	
environmental	
performance	of	cement	
and	concrete	at	
company	level	but	also	
globally.”	

Philippe	FONTA
Managing	Director,	

Cement	Sustainability	
Initiative	


