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Sewellia hypsicrateae,
a new species of loach from central Vietnam
(Teleostei: Balitoridae)

Marco Endruweit* and Thi Dieu Phuong Nguyen**

Sewellia hypsicrateae, new species, is described from the Dakrong River, Quang Tri Province, Vietnam, extending
the distributional range of the genus further northward. It is distinguished from its congeners by having a deep
(11-13 % SL) and stout caudal peduncle (its depth 1.5-1.8 times in its length); 68-72 lateral line scales; and by
the presence of an oropectoral skin-fold. Further characters of S. hypsicrateae are a modal transverse scale count
of '27/1/7%: on the caudal peduncle; 22-23 branched pectoral-fin rays; pelvic fin reaching anus; the presence of
hypertrophied lepidotrichia on the pelvic-fin rays; and a uniform dark brown flank coloration.

Introduction

Loaches of the genus Sewellia inhabit fast flow-
ing hillstreams with current velocities exceeding
1m-s™ in some habitats (Freyhof, 2003). They
are highly specialized, rheophilic fishes with a
ventrally flattened, hydrodynamic morphology.
A ventral disk composed of overlapping pectoral
and pelvic fins maintains an underpressure re-
gime to ensure adhesion on rocks and boulders.
The regime is regulated through a complex valve
consisting of the 1-3 posterior, dorsolaterally di-
rected, longitudinally folded pelvic-fin rays and
an axillary pelvic lobe. Unculiferous plaques on
the ventral surfaces of the paired fins increase
friction (Roberts, 1998).

The genus Sewellia occurs in the Sekong
River, a Mekong tributary, draining large parts of
southeast Laos and central and southern Vietnam
and in short and steep coastal rivers in central
and southern Vietnam draining eastwards into
the South China Sea. Freyhof (2003) described
S. albisuera from Thu Bon River, Quang Nam
Province and reported the presence of S. lineolata,
S. pterolineata, S. marmorata, and S. patella from
coastal rivers in Vietham. The Huong River in
central Vietnam is inhabited by S. lineolata and is
currently the northernmost drainage of Sewellia’s
distribution (Freyhof & Serov, 2000; Freyhof, 2003;
Serov etal., 2006). A survey of the Dakrong River,
located northwards of the Huong River basin,
yielded another new species of Sewellia, which is
described herein.
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