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Ta_aa óom ? may conaern ?… , .? 
Beit ki6wn that I,MARTIN W. DowTARZ, 

inthe county of Gook and State of Ilinois, 
have inventéd Gertain new and tiseful Im 
próvements i Shape-Preserving Devices 
for Hats,of which the folowingis á spegi 
fication; reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings. . -· 
Myinventionfelatéstó devices adapted to 

be inserted in hats to prevent them from 
being pressed inwardly oüt of shape and 
has pafticularly foritsobjectto provide ?n 
impfoved deyice idapted to be inserted in 
menss hats of th?fedora,type to?lain?in 
them in proper form, As is wel under 
8tood fedorä häts are usualy indented lon 
gitudinaly at the top to fofm ? groove or 
óhannel,and ate indented laterally at Opp0 
site sides of said groove. These läteral in 
dehtations should be confined to the_upper 
portion of the hat so as not to extendquite 
down to the upper margi of the ribbon, 
buttnless_the ü3ris very carefulin han= 
dling his hat they afe,very apt to extend 
down tog ?ar to present a proper appear 
ince and thisis especialy true after a hat 
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has been worn forsome time@nd is not as 
stif asit was originaly. By holding sugh 
lateral indentations in place however; the 
hat will be Caused to present a fresh and 
neat appearanee so thateven though it may 
have been worna long time it Wil not show 

I ?ccomplish my object asillustrated in 
the drawings and hereinafter desgribed. 
Wh?t I regard as new is set forth in the 
Clainis - J - 

? the ?Geompanying drawingsy? 
Fig.1.is a perspeetive view of ny im 

proved shape preserving deyice applied to 
hat,whichis shownif dotted lies; Fig:2is an glgvation shgwing.the.con 

struction by which the overlapped ends 6? 
theband afe held inoperative relatioüto 

Fig.8is a_partiallongitudinalsectionón 
Figs.4 aid ?areelevations_shówingthe 
Fig.6 is an enlärged vertiéal séetioü 6n 

line 6?6of Fig.1; ?? .? ? 

die?ted bythe re?eréneé httmerals.12,13, 

Fig,7is an eilarged vertical seetion on 
- - - ine 7-7ofFig f; 

* citizen of Poland residing at,Qigago, Fig,8is ahénlarged vertical section on 
ine8—89f Fig ?; ? - J 
Fig.9 is an enlarged_vertical section on 

1iné9—9 of Fig,1; and 
Fig,10is a partial longitudinal section 
My.improved shape - 

@omprisesahannularbandofsitableel?stie 
material,such as spring metal,whieh is 
adapted to beinserted ithe hat and then 
expánded.suficiently so that it fts closely 
al around the innef Sürface of the hat just 
below the proper low point of the lateralin 
dentations and is held against,dr9pping 
?rom its proper positioh: Obviously the 
band should havésuficient elasticity so th8t 
it wil hold its shape without causing.the 
sides of thé hat to protrude beyond their 
normal Hnes While the band should be 
3apable of being expanded readily; not Only 
for convenience in inserting it,but also 80 
thatit may be adjusted to hats of diferent 
sizes,it should also be incapable of acciden 
taly contracting,orinotherwords should be 
normaly loeked against contraction,as 
otherwise it might Work loose and drop Out 
of place As wil be seen from the folow 
ing description,these desirable qualities are 
realized by myimproved construction Re 
ferring how to the dravings.—11 indicates 
the elastic band which Constitutes the main 
member of my inproved form preserving 
device,said band being of sheet steel bent 
to eliptiealshape With its ends overlapped 
so_thit it eorrespönds in cQntour_to the 
ordinary orproper shape of a hat. The side 
portions of the band;thatisto say,the por 
tions that lie opposite_the side.portions of 
the hat;are substantialyfat,while the end 
borti6nsof théband arépreferably crovned 
órroundedslightlyto eonformtothe curva 
*ein.?vertle?l plane.of theend portions 
??the hät Thiscrowningisbest shownin 

; 6 
ie.?d pgrtions of the band H ate in 

?nd are shów? separätely i Figs.4 and 5, 
? y?ieh,ther inner,sur?ces are repre 
sentéd As therei showny the end.for 
ti6??2? previded With a longitüdinal slot 
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14,and the end portion 13 is provided with 
a longitudinal slot 15,The side margiüs 
of the slot i? are hotched Ot seiTated to 
provide teeth 16 between whieh are reeesses 
17,{he teeth 16 being designed after the 
?anner of tatehet teeth,Adjacent to One 
end of the end portion 12 it is provided 
with a dog 18 frustro-eohical in contour sO 
that it is adapted to ft in two Opposite re 
eesses 17 when the two end portions 12, 
13 are superposed and are in glose eQntaet 
with eaeh other,as illustrated in fig,2. 
?°referably the dog 18is formed by indent 
ing one sirfRee of the end portion 13 by 8 
suitable die so 88 to form a projection at 
the opposite surface thereof of pgOper shape 
to coistitute the dog18,When the two end 
portions are asseinbled in operative position 
the vo slots 14,15 Tegister and the dog 
18iesia opposite notches ??89 that itabut? 
against the teeth 16 8t the bases of Said 
notches,The outer surface of the deg 18 
is rounded slightiy at its nargins so_that 
it presents a rounded sur?ce to the ingined 
poitions of the notehes 17:the purpose.O? 
which is to permit the band to be_expanded 
easiy,as wil be hereinafter explained. 
The end portion 12 of the band is p?Q 

vided with a button 19 having heads 20, 
21 at the opposite ends of a shank 22. sad 
shank being long enough so that the heads 
20,21 are separited_far enough so th$t the 
two end portions of the band may lie be 
tween then. The button may be niade in 
Rny sitabie way as by using a rive.üe 
shank of which is passed thTOugh a hole 
23 in the end portion.12,a_wssher jeing 
segured upon the 9pposite end of the shank 
Rfter the two end Bortions12,18 have been 
overlapped,the shank,of Course,Dassing 
through the slot 15 in the end portion 13. 
Preferably,hovever,I form the shank with 
a portion 24 of somewhat greater di?1neter 
than that of the h6ie 23 so that the button 
may be tightly riveted to the end portion 
j23ver the washer 21,and still leave a space - -3 

wide enough to receive the end pQrtion 13 
and perinit it to slide longitudinaly of the 
end portion 12. 

3%? 
It will be noted that the 

is at One side of the dog 18,and 
thst said dog ies between said hole and the 
aújacent end of the end portion 12. The 
purpose of this arrangement is to pernit 
the Geg to be moved OHto engagenient with 
the teeth 16 by lateral separation Qf the 
Gverlapping portions of the ban efeeted 
by defecting the end portion 12 iwatdly. 
The en portions of the band ?re.over 
apped with the portion 12,on the inside 
id the dog 18 projecting from the Quter 
surface thereof into the notches 17 and en 
gaging the teeth i6,and normally this posi? 
tion wi be maintained by the elasticity of 
the band,which tends to preyent inward 
@election of any part thereof If,19yever, 
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the band be defected inwardly at or ad 
jacent to the button 19,the end thereof 
which earries the dog 18 wi move away 
fron1 the Overlapping part Of the end por 
tion 13,thereby gaiTying Said dog Out of 
the reeesses lf aüd Out of engagement with 
the teeth ?6. When this Oceurs,ObviOIsly 
the end portions may be slid along each 
other in either direction to expand or Con 
traet the band. As soon as veleased,how 
evor,the elasticity of the Inaterial will re 
turn the dog 18 into locking engagement 
with the teeth 16,which wil prevent Con 
traction of the band,without,however,pre 
Yenting its easy expahsion,such expansion 
being perhitted because of the fact that the 
side portions of the dog 18 adjacent to the 
büton 19 are beveled or rounded, and a8 
they ehgage the eurved portions of_the re 
ceses f7 it will be obvious that when the * 
end portions are sid along each ofhe i a 
direction to expand the band,the dog 18 
wil be automaticaly moyed inward away 
from the end portion 18 to permit Such 
sliding moyement. In other Yords,the dog 
18 trips over the teeth 16 when the band i8 
expanded,and interiocks with such teeth 
when an efort i8 made to contract it. 
To hold the end portions 12,13 so that 

the slots14,15 are aiways ained,I provide * 
8 8eeond button 25 similar to the buttOn 
?9,whieh however,i88eCured to the end por 
tion 13 in a hole 26 therein,as shown in 
Figs,3 and 5. The button 25 is proyided 
with a shank 27 which extends through the 
slot 14,and Said shank Carries a Washer 28 
corresponding with the washer 21. The two 
büttois 19 and 25 are always spaced Solne 
distance apart,even Yhen the band is eX 
panded to its greatest extent.and conse 
quently their shanks prevent dis-ainement 
of the slots ?4 and 15. 
Trom the foregoing description it wil be 

seen that 8fer the band h88 been introduCed 
into the hatit mayeasily be expanded to the 
proper size,and afer having been So ex 
panded it wil not aceidentally contragt. 
?f,however,it be desited to contractit the 
end portions of the band may be unlocked 
?rom each other by defecting the rim in 
wardy at or near the button 19 to move the 
?og18 out of engagement with the teeth16 
AS soon as the defecting pressure is re 
noved,however,the dog will be returned to 
·is locking position by the elastioity of the 
D8nd. 
for various reasons it is not desirable to 

mako the band ll Very wide and to permit 
the use of a comparatively narrow band 
withont danger of forning an externaly 
visible ridge or bülge around the outer su? 
faee of the hat Tintroduce a.comparativey 
broad strip 29,preferably of fibrous mate 
rial,which extends a short distance beyond 
eagh margin9t?eband 11,as bestshownin 
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of the band,by latoral movement of one of ing ends arranged to overlap,neans for 
the overlapping portions thereof relatively holding Said ends together to slide longitu 
to the other, dinally upon each other,and means normal 

9. A shape preserving device comprising ly locking the ends of the band against 
ó an elastic annülar band of.oval shape,the contraction but permitting expansion there 
band at the end portions of the oval being of 
crowned in a vertical plane,said band hav- MARTIN W. DOWTARZ. 


