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23 central absorbent assembly LY A
25 front region A B
27 crotch region T B
29 back region B E
31 side edge LE 3
33 front waist edge(end) ARRK(KH®)
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37 leg opening f& 2F B 2
43 central waist opining g
49 outer cover SNEEW
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55 outer layer At
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% 59 adhesive b=
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75 containment flap [ 18 1§
77 unattached end x B2 K
79 elastic strand TE AR R
81 lines of adhesive FE
83 adhesive 5B
85 waist elastic components F& 31 78 M AR AT
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101 stabilized ~ non-woven  absorbent| & & M JF & & R K
structure “ A5
103 portion Ry
105 side edge S
121 apparatus B &0
123 | machine-direction N HET®
125 cross-direction ¥ RIER
127 z-direction AR
131 | airforming device TR K E
135 forming surface MG & |
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drum 23
139 shaft S
141 bearing K
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145 circular wall I B
147 vacuum duct A N
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151 vacuum supply conduit R
153 vacuum source B E R
155 bearing K
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173 entrance A
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181 delivery conduit e iy
183 binder fiber supply BB EERER
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285 roller R
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ABSORBENT ARTICLE WITH STABILIZED ABSORBENT STRUCTURE
An absorbent article having a liner and an outercover in generally
opposed relationship with the liner. An absorbent body disposed
therebetween includes a non-woven absorbent structure having a length,
a width and a thickness. The absorbent structure is constructed of
absorbent fibers and binder fibers activatable to form inter-fiber bonds
within the absorbent structure, with the binder fibers being
multi-component fibers in which at least one binder fiber component has
a melt temperature that is lower than a melt temperature of at least one
other binder fiber component. The width of the absorbent structure is
non-uniform along its length prior to activation of the binder fibers. In
another embodiment, the absorbent structure is of unitary construction
and the concentration of binder fibers therein is non-uniform along at
lecast one of the length, the width and thethicknecss of the absorbent

structure.
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