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payment of a protest fiee.
l:l The additional scarch fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation,
D Nao protest accompanied the payment of additional scarch fees.
Form PCTASA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (Apsil 2007}
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT Taternational application No.

PCT/US 09/36068

Continuation of Box lIl: Lack of Unity of Invention

Group IV: claim 11, directad to a vaccine comprising a plurality of particles configured i release a first proteln at a first rate, and a
second protein at a second rate.

Group V: clalms 12-14, directed to a method of stimulating Immune response in a subject, comprising administering a plurality of
particias coupled to an immunostimulating agent and a paptide.

The inventions listed as Groups | - V do not relata to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or cormesponding special tachnical features for the following reasons:

The special tachnical feature of the Group | ¢laims |s a method of stimylating animmuna response in a subject by administering
microparticies coupled to an antipen, whensin Increasing the aspect ratio of the partictes Increases the immune response. The special
technical feature of the Group 1l claims is a2 method of decreasing immune response in a subject, comprising increasing the aspect ratio
of a nancparticle linked to an immunestimulating agent, The special technical feature of the Graup 111 ¢laims is @ methed of gecraasing
immune response in a subject, comprising coupling an immunostimulating agant to a particle with a non-degradabla linker. The special
tachnical featurs of the Group IV clalms I5 a vaccine comprising a plurality of particles configured to releasa a first proteln at a first rata,
and a second protein at a second rate. The special technical feature of the Group V claims is a method of simulating immune response
in a subject, comprising administering a plurality of particles coupled to an immunostimulating agent and a peptida.

The only cammon technical alement shared by the above groups is that thay are related to immunomodulation. Groups 1, 1), 11 and V are
further related by comprising particles . H , these technical featy do not represent an improvement over the prior art
of US 2007/0275007 A1 to Barchl et al. (see ahsiract para [0031]). Therelore, the inventions of Groups |-V lack unity of lavention under
PCT Rule 13 because they do not share a same or comaspending special technical feature.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra shect) {April 2007)
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