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This invention relates to an improved hair drying shield 
for protecting the forehead, face, neck, ears and shoulders 
from hot air while drying the hair with a hair dryer. 

It would be highly advantageous to provide a shield 
which is fitted under the hair line and is contoured to fit 
the forehead, temples, about the ears and back of the 
neck at the hair line which can be fastened tight without 
buckling and the like so as to maintain a Snug fit without 
disarranging the hair, and one which utilizes replaceable 
ear guards or protectors for fitting over and protecting 
the ears from hot air. The present invention is directed 
to such a shield. 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to 
provide a shield contoured to fit snugly along the hair line 
for protecting the forehead, face, neck, ears and shoulders 
from hot air while drying the hair with a hair dryer with 
out disarranging the hair. 
Yet a further object of the present invention is the 

provision of a shield which is shaped to snugly fit along 
the hair line of the head of the user and which includes 
replaceable absorbent ear flaps for protecting the ears 
and yet does not disarrange the hair. 
Yet a further object of the present invention is the pro 

vision of such a shield which may be readily secured 
which snugly fits heads of different sizes, which does not 
interfere with movement of the head, which absorbs the 
dryer noise, and which can be used as a utility cape when 
applying makeup by placing it around the shoulders of the 
Se. 

Yet a further object of the present invention is the 
provision of such a shield which is readily and easily 
manufactured from relatively inexpensive material. 

Other and further objects, features and advantages will 
be apparent from the following description of presently 
preferred embodiments of the invention, given for the pur 
pose of disclosure, and taken in conjunction with the ac 
companying drawings, in which 
FIGURE 1 is a side view illustrating a shield according 

to the invention secured about a head and in position for 
Se, 
FIGURE 2 is a diagrammatic view with the shield re 

moved showing the contoured headband and ear protec 
tors about a head in position for use, 
FIGURE 3 is a plan view of the shield of FIGURE 1 

and the headband of FIGURE 2 laid out in a flat plane, 
FIGURE 4 is a side, elevational view, in section, illus 

trating the ear protectors of FIGURES 1, 2 and 3 in use, 
FIGURE 5 is a perspective view illustrating the ear 

protector of FIGURE 4, 
FIGURE 6 is a view similar to that of FIGURE 4 illus 

trating a modified ear protector shown in use, and 
FIGURE 7 is a perspective view illustrating the ear 

protector of FIGURE 6. 
Referring now to the drawings, and particularly to FIG 

URE 3, the shield is generally designated by the reference 
numeral 10 and includes a body or shield portion 12 which 
is provided with the opening or cut-out portion 14 through 
which the head of the user fits, which terminates in the 
Spaced-apart wing sections 6, the cut-out portion or 
opening 4 and the wing sections 16 being such that the 
shield 10 fits around the head of the user along the hair 
line and about the ears with the wings 16 overlapping 
slightly, as illustrated in FIGURE 1. 

Referring again to FIGURE 3, a contoured headband 
i8 is Secured in any desired manner along the margin of 
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the cut-out portion 14, as best seen in FIGURE 4. Re 
ferring again to FIGURE 3, the ends 20 of the headband 
8 preferably extend beyond the wing sections 16, al 

though they may extend otherwise as desired. 
As best seen in FIGURE 2, to which reference is now 

made, the headband 18 is contoured so that it snugly 
but comfortably fits about the head of the user. Thus, for 
example, an inwardly bowed portion 22 is provided to 
snugly fit in the region of the temples of the head of 
the user, and the outwardly bowed portion 24 is provided 
to smoothly fit about the ears and neck at the hairline of 
the user. Thus, a snug yet comfortable fit is provided. 

Referring again to FIGURE 3, the ear protectors 26 
are removably secured to the shield 10, such as the inner 
portion of the band 18 or a portion of the shield or body 
member 12 in any desired manner in the region of the 
ears for covering and protecting the ears of the user from 
the hot air and for absorbing the objectionable noise from 
the hair dryer. 
The details of the ear protectors 26 are best illustrated 

in FIGURES 4 and 5. Referring now to FIGURE 5, 
the ear protector 26 includes a generally elongate rounded 
or oval base member 28 which, as best seen in FIGURE 4, 
includes the securing means 30 on its back side, for exam 
ple, a Velcro type fastener for adjustably securing it to the 
headband 18. 

Preferably, the base is made of a two-ply material and, 
as illustrated in FIGURES 4 and 5, is provided with a 
bottom slit 32 and a pair of upper slits 34 on its front or 
inwardly-facing portion for receiving the ear protective 
flap 36 so that it might be releasably secured to the base 
28 of the ear protector 26 and readily replaced, when 
desired. 
While the protective ear flap 36 may take any desired 

form and, as illustrated in FIGURE 5, this may take gen 
erally an hour-glass type configuration, when viewed in 
plan. Thus, in this form, the lower enlarged tab 38 is 
placed thorugh the slit 32, as illustrated in FIGURE 4, 
and placed up under and in between the two plys of the 
base 26. The central body portion 40 is disposed against 
the base 28, and the upper portion or flap 41 is placed 
through the slits 34 in the base 28 whereby the protective 
ear flap 36 is securely maintained in position by the base 
28, yet which can be readily and quickly removed and re 
placed after each use, if desired. 
As best seen in FIGURE 4, the protective ear flap 36 

thus is disposed against the ear E of the user, with the 
upper portion 41 extending down over the top of the ear 
E thus completely protecting the ear from hot air while in 
SC. 

As best seen in FIGURE 1, a pair of pockets 42, only 
one being shown, and one on each side, may be provided, 
if desired, in connection with the body or shield portion 12 
for receiving the ear protectors 26 when not in use. 
The body or shield portion 12, headband 18, and base 

28 of the ear protectors 26 may be formed of any suitable 
sheet-like material which will prevent hot air from blow 
ing on the user when in use. Preferably, the various 
plastic materials may be utilized, and these may be quilted, 
if desired, and be made of either one or more ply mate 
rial. The ear flaps 36 should be made of some soft ab 
Sorbent material suitable for absorbing perspiration and 
the like, for example, cotton flannel, rubber foam, soft 
papers and the like. These should be made of some mate 
rial which is soft, absorbent and disposable. If desired, 
the entire shield may be formed of a disposable material, 
for example, paper and the like. 
Any suitable means may be utilized for securing the 

ends 20 of the headband 18 about the head of the user. 
As here shown, a Velcro fastener 44 is illustrated, al 
though any other means may be utilized so that the head 
band i8 is snugly secured about the head of the user. 
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In use, and with reference to FIGURES 1 and 2, the 
headband 18 is fitted about the hairline of the user as 
illustrated. It is noted that the wing sections 16 of the 
body or shield 12 overlap slightly, as best seen in FIG 
URE 1, that the band 8 follows the hairline of the user, 
as best seen in FIGURE 2, and snugly fits about the 
forehead, temples, over a portion of the ears and about 
the back of the neck. Also, that the ear protectors 26 
fit against and protect the ears by virtue of the body 40 
and flaps 41 which extend over the ears of the user, as 
best illustrated in FIGURE 4. 
A modification with respect to the ear protector and 

its manner of securing the ear flap to the base 28 thereof 
is illustrated in FIGURES 6 and 7 in which the reference 
letter “a” has been added to numerals designating corre 
sponding parts in the preceding views. In general, in 
this modification, Velcro fasteners 32a and 34a are ap 
plied to the ear protector base 28a and the back of the 
protecting member or flap 36a. Thus, this member is 
releasably secured to the base member 28a by these fas 
tenerS. 
The manner of use and other parts are substantially the 

same as those previously described, and as shown in FIG 
URE 5. Accordingly, no more detail or description of 
this embodiment is deemed necessary or given. 
The ear protectors may assume a wide variety of shapes 

and any desired means may be utilized to secure the ear 
protectors to the shield as previously described. 

If desired, the base members 28 and 28a and the like 
may be secured to the hood so that this member cannot 
be detached, such as by stitching and the like. Prefer 
ably, the member 36 which engages and protects the ear, 
however, is detachably held in place by the base member 
28 and 28a so that it may be changed after each use. 
The various parts may be formed and secured together 

by any desired means, such as by stitching, sealing, such 
as heat sealing of plastics, and the like. Also, any de 
sired means may be utilized to releasably attach the vari 
ous parts as previously described. 

In use, the shield is secured about the head of the user 
as previously described. The hair is then exposed to the 
hot air of the dryer, yet the forehead, face, ears, neck 
and shoulders of the user are shielded and protected from 
the hot air. The hood is comfortable and does not dis 
arrange the hair when in use since it Snugly fits at or 
just below the hair line of the user. In addition the user 
may conveniently turn her head while under the dryer 
without having the shield contact or bump the dryer. 
Also the shield may be used as a general utility cape by 
placing the shield about the shoulders of the user and 
fastening the ends 20 about the neck whereby hair ap 
plications and makeup will not contact or soil the shoul 
ders of the garmet the user is wearing. 

In addition to the above-mentioned advantages, the 
shield of the present invention reduces expense of the 
beauty shop by eliminating the use of absorbents such as 
cotton, rubber foam, paper and the like for ear and fore 
head protection and eliminates the use of an extra towel. 
The shield effectively prevents the air from drying the 
skin, and when used as a cape, prevents makeup from 
coming into contact with the apparel of the user. 
The present invention is thus well adapted to attain 

the objects and ends and have the advantages and features 
mentioned as well as others inherent therein. 
While presently-preferred embodiments of the inven 

tion have been given for the purpose of disclosure, changes 
in details, shape, arrangement of the parts and the like 
may be made which are within the spirit of the invention 
as defined by the scope of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A hair drying shield comprising, 
a body portion of flexible sheet-like material having a 

front cut-out portion adapted to wrap snugly about 
the user's forehead, temples, ears, sides and back or 
the neck adjacent the hairline, 
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4. 
said cut-out portion forming spaced-apart wing sec 

tions provided with disconnected extending ends at 
the front of the cut-out portion through which the 
user's head is received and being of a length so that 
the ends overlap one another when the cut-out portion 
is wrapped about the user's head, 

the body portion being of a relatively narrow width be 
ginning at the extending ends of the wing sections 
and extending to a relatively wide width at its sides 
and back sufficient to protect the user's sides, back 
of the neck and shoulders, 

means adjacent the ends of the wing sections for se 
curing them together when their ends overlap, 

ear protectors having an upper portion extending up 
wardly from the body portion adapted to be placed 
adjacent the user's ears, 

means adjustably and releasably attaching the ear pro 
tectors to an inner portion of the body portion, 

ear flaps formed of absorbent material provided with 
an upper portion and adapted to engage the sides 
and extend over and cover the top of the user's 
ears, and 

means detachably connecting the ear flaps to the ear 
protectors. 

2. A hair drying shield comprising, 
a body portion of flexible sheet-like material having 

a front cut-out portion forming spaced-apart wing 
sections at its front through which the users' head is 
received, 

the body portion being of a relatively narrow width 
beginning at the extending ends of the wing sections: 
and extending to a relaitvely wide width at its sides, 
and back sufficient to protect the user's sides, back 
of the neck and shoulders, 

a headband secured to the cut-out portion and provided 
with disconnected ends, said headband adapted to 
wrap snugly about the user's forehead, temples, 
ears, sides and back of the neck adjacent the hairline, 
and being of a length so that the disconnected ends 
overlap one another when so wrapped, 

means adjacent the disconnected ends of the headband 
for adjustably securing them together, 

ear protectors having an upper portion extending up 
wardly from the headband adapted to be placed ad 
jacent the user's ears, 

means adjustably and releasably attaching the ear pro 
tectors to an inner portion of the headband, 

ear flaps formed of absorbent material provided with 
an upper portion and adapted to engage the sides 
and extend over and cover the top of the user's 
ears, and 

means detachably connecting the ear flaps to the ear 
protectors. 
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