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EPO-Internal
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_ 5 March 2002 {2002-03-05) .
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column 14, line 58 - column 15, line 43
abstract; figures 1-3,4A,48,11A-11C
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Eurcpean Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2
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Box Il Observations where certain ctaims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This International Search Report has not been ssiabiished in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2){a) for the following reasons:

1 Claims Nos.: . .
because they relate 16 subject matter not requirad to be searched by this Authority, namely:

v
2 Claims Nos.: .
because they relate 1o parts of the Internaticaal Appiication that do not cormply with the prescribed requirsments to such
an extent that no meaningful Intemational Search can be carried cul, specifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

< D Claims Nos.:
because they are dependant claims and are not drafted in accardance with the sedond and third sentences of Rule 6.4{a}.

Box 1l Observations where unity of inventicn is lacking {Contlnuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international epplication, as foliows:

see additional sheet

1. D As all required additional search fees wera limely paid by the applicant, this Intamational Search Report covers afl
searchable claims.

2. D As all searchable slaims could be searchad witheut effert justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment
of any additionz] fee. .

3. D As only some of the reguired additionat search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this Internationat Search Report
cavers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically ¢laims Nos.:

4. [Yj Mo required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, Consequently, this International Search Report is
restricted to the invention first mentionsed in the claims; il is covared by claims Nos.:

1-10, 11, 28-21

Remark on Protest |:| The additional search faes wera accompanied by the applicant's protest.

‘:l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fess.
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International Application No. PCT/ US2084/ 038816

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM . PCT/SA/ . 210"

Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.:

Independent Claim 24 is self contradictery, in that the third component
layer is defined as: |
- "movably connected to one of the first component lTayer and the second
component layer" and ’ ,
- "movable in a second direction relative to the second component layer
. to expose a second set of functional compenents and activate a second
" operational mode". ’ s
This combination is neither clear nor supportied by the description;
hence"no meaningful opinion can be formed on the questions of novelty,
inventive step, or industrial applicability of the claimed .invention",
cf. PCT Guidelines 17.31, -
this applying to claims 24 and 25.

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not bhe the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPD
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter I1 procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
_out during examination before the EP0 (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
DVErcome.
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International Application No. FCT/ US2004/ 038816

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASAS 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple {groups of) ‘
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-10, 11, 20-21

An electronic device, comprising: a first madule layer
movable in a first direction; a second module layer movably
connected relative to the first module layer; and a third
module Tayer movably connected relative to the second module
layer and movable in a second direction.

And a method for providing a versatile user interface for an
electronic device, the device including a display and a
plurality of input means, each deployable in a different
direction, the method comprising: deploying one of a
plurality of input means; detecting which one of the
plurality of input means is deployed ; and orienting
information presented on the display based on the deployed
input means.

2. claims: 12-15

An electronic device, comprising: a first module layer
movable in a first direction; a second module layer movably
connected relative to the first module layer; and a third
module Jayer movably connected relative to the second module
layer and movable in a second direction, wherein the first
module layer comprises a first set of functional components,
the second module layer comprises a second set of functional
components and the third module layer comprises a third set
of functional components, and wherein the device comprises a
first operational mode utilizing the first set of functional
components, a second operaticnal mode . utitizing the second
set of functional components and a third operational mode
utilizing the third set of functional components, wherein
each operational mode is actuated based on a predetermined
relative position of the first module layer, the second
medule Tayer and the third module layer.

3. claims; 16-17

An-electronic device, comprising: a first module layer
maovable in a first direction; a second module layer movably
connected relative to the first module layer; and a third
module layer movably connected relative to the second module
Tayer and movable in a second direction, further comprising
a first connector connecting the first medule layer and the
second module layer, wherein the first connector allows at
“Teast linear movement substantially parallel to the first
direction.

4, claim: 18
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Intermatianal Appiication Mo. PCT/ USZ064/ 038816

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASA/ 210

An electronic device, comprising: a first module layer
movable in a first direction; a second module layer movably
connected relative to the first module layer; and a third
module layer movably connected relative to the second module
layer and movable in a second direction, wherein the first
direction and the second direction are substantially
perpendicular.

5. claim: 19

An electronic device, comprising: a first module layer
movable in a first direction; a second module layer movably
connected relative to the first module layer; and a third

- module layer movably connected relative to the second module
layer and movable in a second direction, further comprising
a communications module having an input ‘and an output
respectively for recetving and transmitting a wireless
signal.

6. claims: 22-23

An electronic device, comprising: a first module layer
movable in a first direction; a second module layer movably
connected relative to the first moduie layer; and a third
module Tayer movably connected relative teo the second module
tayer and movable in a second direction, wherein the second
module layer further comprises a first input mechanism
exposable when the first module layer moves in the first
direction relative to the second module layer, and wherein
the third module layer further comprises a second input
mechanism exposable when the third module layer moves in the
second direction relative to the second module layer.

7. claim: 24

& portable electronic device, comprising: a first component
layer movable in a first direction; a second component layer
having a first set of functional components, the second
component layer movably connected relative to the first
component layer such that movement of the first component
Jayer in the first direction exposes the first set of
functional components and activates a first operational
mode; and a third component layer having a second set of
functional components, the third component layer movably
connected to one of the first component layer and the second
component - layer, the third component layer movable in a
second direction relative to the second component layer to
expose a second set of functional components and activate a
secand operational mode.

8. claims: 25-26
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eroational Application No. PCT/ US2004/ 938816

| FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASA! 210

A method of controlling relative movement between movable
layers of an electronic device, comprising: movably
connecting a first module layer to a second module layer
having a first functional component such that a relative
movement of the first module layer in a first direction
exposes the first functional component; and movably
connecting the second module layer to a third module Tayer
having a second functional component such that a relative
movement of the third module layer in a second direction
exposes the second functional component. preventing movement
of the third module layer in the second direction during
movement of the first module layer in the first direction.

9. claims: 27-28

A method for providing a versatile user interface for an
electronic device, comprising: exposing a first set of
functional components on a second module layer movably
connected to a first modute Tayer, where the first set of

© functional components is associated with a first operational
mode of the electronic device; and expesing a second set of
“functional components on a third module layer movably
connected to the second module layer, where -the second set
of -functional components is associated with a second
operational mode of the electronic device.
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