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UAW RESTRAINT 

BACKGROUND 

0001 1. Technical Field 
0002 The present disclosure relates to jaw restraints for 
use with a jaw assembly of a Surgical instrument. More par 
ticularly, the present disclosure relates to a removable jaw 
restraint which temporarily secures first and second jaws of a 
Surgical instrument against movement during shipping. 
0003 2. Background of Related Art 
0004 Surgical instruments are typically transported from 
the manufacturer to the end user in sterile shipping packages. 
Some Surgical instruments such as, for example, Surgical 
Stapling apparatus contain many movable parts which need to 
be protected during shipping. Surgical stapling instruments 
typically include an anvil assembly and an associated car 
tridge assembly which contains a plurality of Staples. The 
Staples are releasably retained within staple pockets formed 
within the cartridge assembly. 
0005. During transportation, the shipping package is often 
Subjected to extensive handling which may result in the ship 
ping package being bumped or shaken. This can result in 
movement of the staple cartridge assembly within the ship 
ping package and possibly dislodging the staples wholly or 
partially from within the staple pockets. 
0006. Therefore, there exists a need for a jaw restraint 
which prevents movement of anvil and cartridge assemblies 
during shipping. Additionally, there exists a need for a jaw 
restraint which is configured to be easily disengaged from 
associated anvil and cartridge assemblies. There is still fur 
ther need for a jaw restraint which can be secured within a 
shipping package to further secure the anvil assembly and 
cartridge assembly within the shipping package. 

SUMMARY 

0007. There is disclosed a jaw restraint for releasably 
securing a first jaw of a tool assembly relative to a second jaw 
of the tool assembly to prevent movement of various compo 
nents of the tool assembly during shipping. The jaw restraint 
generally includes a first arm for Supporting a first jaw of the 
tool assembly and a second arm for Supporting a second jaw 
of the tool assembly. A projection is directed inwardly 
between the first and second arms and is provided to be 
positioned within the first and second jaws of the tool assem 
bly. A first portion connects the first arm to the projection and 
a second portion connects the second arm to the projection. 
The first and second portions are arcuate in shape and face in 
a first direction. The projection is also arcuate in shape and 
faces in a second direction generally opposite to that of the 
first direction. 
0008. The jaw restraint additionally includes a finger 
member extending from the first portion to facilitate biasing 
the first arm away from the second arm. The finger member 
extends in a direction opposite that of the first arm. The first 
arm includes a first inwardly directed lip having an enlarged 
distal end to prevent sideways movement of an associated 
anvil or cartridge assembly. 
0009. In a specific embodiment, the projection is formed 
from a flexible material. For example, the projection is 
formed of a polymeric material. In an alternative embodi 
ment, the entire jaw restraint may be formed of a flexible 
material. In a particular embodiment, a first finger member 
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extends from the first portion of the jaw restraint and a second 
finger member extends from the second portion of the jaw 
restraint. 
0010. There is also disclosed ajaw restraint for securing a 

first jaw of a tool assembly relative to a second jaw of the tool 
assembly. The jaw restraint includes a body portion having a 
first arm for Supporting a first jaw of a tool assembly and a 
second arm for Supporting a second jaw of the tool assembly. 
A projection is directed inwardly between the first and second 
arms. A first portion connects the first arm to the projection 
and a second portion connects the second arm to the projec 
tion. A finger member extends from the body portion. In a 
more specific embodiment, two finger members extend inde 
pendently from the body portion. The two finger members are 
provided to be biased together in order to move the upper and 
lower arms away from each other. 
0011. There is still further disclosed ajaw restraint for use 
with a Suture package. The jaw restraint includes a body 
portion having a first arm for Supporting a first jaw of a tool 
assembly and a secondarm for Supporting a second jaw of the 
tool assembly. A projection is directed inwardly between the 
first and second arms and first and second portions connect 
the first and second arms, respectively, to the projection. A 
finger member extends proximally from the body portion and 
includes a cut out for engagement with a Suture package. In 
one embodiment, the cut out is formed in a proximal edge of 
the finger member. In another embodiment, the cut out is 
formed in a side edge of the finger member. In still another 
embodiment, the cut out is formed through a generally central 
area of the finger member. 
0012. There is also disclosed a shipping package assembly 
having a shipping package and a jaw restraint including a 
body portion. The body portion includes a first arm for Sup 
porting a first jaw of a tool assembly and a second arm for 
Supporting a second jaw of the tool assembly. A projection is 
directed inwardly between the first and second arms and is 
connected to the first and second arms by respective first and 
second portions. A finger member extends proximally from 
the body portion and includes a cut out. The Suture package 
has a projection for engagement with the cut out in the finger 
member in order to secure the jaw restraint to the suture 
package. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0013 Various embodiments of the presently disclosed jaw 
restraint are disclosed herein with reference to the drawings, 
wherein: 
0014 FIG. 1 is a perspective view of one embodiment of a 
jaw restraint positioned about a tool or jaw assembly of a 
Surgical instrument; 
0015 FIG. 2 is an enlarged perspective view of the jaw 
restraint of FIG. 1 positioned about the jaw assembly: 
0016 FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the jaw restraint of 
FIG. 1: 
(0017 FIG. 4 is a side view of the jaw restraint of FIG. 1; 
0018 FIG.5 is a cross-sectional view, taken along line 5-5, 
of FIG. 2: 
0019 FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view of the jaw restraint 
of FIG. 1 being removed from the jaw assembly: 
0020 FIG. 7 is a perspective view of an alternate embodi 
ment of a jaw restraint for use with a Surgical instrument; 
(0021 FIG. 8 is a side view of the jaw restraint of FIG. 7 
positioned about a jaw assembly: 
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0022 FIG. 9 is a side view of the jaw restraint of FIG. 7 
being removed from the jaw assembly; 
0023 FIG. 10 is a perspective view of an alternate jaw 
restraint and loading unit of a Surgical instrument positioned 
within a shipping package; 
0024 FIG. 11 is a top view of the jaw restraint and loading 
unit of FIG. 10 positioned within the shipping package; 
0025 FIG. 12 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 
12-12 of FIG. 11; 
0026 FIG. 13 is a perspective view of the jaw restraint of 
FIG. 10; 
0027 FIG. 14 is a side view, partially shown in section, 
illustrating the jaws of the loading unit being removed from 
the jaw restraint of FIG. 10; 
0028 FIG. 15 is a perspective view illustrating the loading 
unit being removed from the shipping package; 
0029 FIG. 16 is a top plan view of an alternate finger 
member for use in a jaw restraint; and 
0030 FIG. 17 is a top plan view of a further alternate finger 
member for use in a jaw restraint. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS 

0031 Embodiments of the presently disclosed jaw 
restraint will now be described in detail with reference to the 
drawings wherein like numerals designate identical or corre 
sponding elements in each of the several views. As is common 
in the art, the term proximal' refers to that part or component 
closer to the user or operator, i.e. Surgeon or physician, while 
the term “distal refers to that part or component furtheraway 
from the user. 
0032 Referring initially to FIG. 1 there is disclosed one 
embodiment of a jaw restraint 10 for use with a surgical 
Stapling instrument 12. Surgical stapling instrument 12 gen 
erally includes a handle assembly 14 having an elongate 
member 16 extending distally from handle assembly 14. A 
loading unit 18, including a tool or jaw assembly 20, is 
removably attached to a distal end 22 of elongate member 16. 
Jaw assembly 20 generally includes an anvil member 26 and 
the cartridge assembly 28. A jaw assembly 20 is movable 
from an open position to a closed position in which anvil 
assembly 26 and cartridge assembly 28 are in close coopera 
tive alignment. A trigger 30 is provided on handle assembly 
14 to move anvil assembly 26 from the open position to the 
closed position relative to cartridge assembly 28. A rotation 
knob 32 is provided on elongate member 16 in order to rotate 
jaw assembly 20 with respect to the handle assembly 14 and 
relative to the tissues being operated upon. 
0033 Jaw restraint 10 is provided to maintain anvilassem 
bly 26 in the open position relative to cartridge assembly 28 
during shipping of loading unit 18, in a manner described in 
more detail hereinbelow. By maintaining anvil assembly 26 
and the open position relative to cartridge assembly 28, jaw 
restraint 10 prevents shifting of, or damage to, internal com 
ponents associated with anvil assembly 26 or cartridge 
assembly 28 due to bumping, crushing, etc. during shipment. 
0034) While jaw restraint 10 is described for use with 
Surgical Stapling instrument 12, it is contemplated that jaw 
restraint 10 is useful with other Surgical instruments having a 
pair of jaw members such as, for example, Surgical stapling 
instruments including parallel jaw members, electro-Surgical 
instruments used to join tissue, etc. 
0035 Referring now to FIG. 2, there is disclosed an 
enlarged view of loading unit 18 including tool assembly 20 
and jaw restraint 10. As shown, cartridge assembly 28 

May 31, 2012 

includes first and second longitudinally extending rows of 
staple containing pockets 34 and 36. A knife slot 38 extends 
longitudinally through cartridge assembly 28 between first 
and second rows of Staple containing pockets 34 and 36. In 
this embodiment, the cartridge assembly 28 has three rows of 
staples on either side of the knife. It is contemplated herein 
that the disclosed jaw restraint can be used with cartridge 
assemblies having less than three rows of Staples on either 
side of the knife. While not specifically shown, jaw restraint 
10 is provided to maintain and stabilize anvil assembly 26 and 
cartridge assembly 28 in order to prevent staples (not shown) 
from being bumped or ejected out of the rows of staple con 
taining pockets 34 and 36. 
0036. As shown, jaw restraint 10 includes a finger member 
40 to facilitate manipulation of jaw restraint 10 about anvil 
assembly 26 and cartridge assembly 28. Jaw restraint 10 
includes a first or upper arm 42 which is provided to engage 
and stabilize anvil assembly 26 and a second or lower arm 44 
which is provided to engage and stabilize cartridge assembly 
28. The first arm 44 is arcuate in shape and forms a recess 
“recess 44.a for receiving the jaw of the tool assembly. The 
second arm 44 can have a similar shape, where the restraint 
engages a Surgical stapling tool, the for engaging the cartridge 
assembly has a greater depth “d than the other 
0037 Referring now to FIGS.3 and 4.jaw restraint 10 is at 
least partially formed of a generally flexible material in order 
to be easily removed from about anvil assembly 26 and car 
tridge assembly 28. Jaw restraint 10 may be formed from a 
variety of materials such as polymeric copolymer materials, 
stainless steel, shape memory alloys, etc. Additionally, while 
jaw restraint 10 is illustrated as formed from generally thin 
rectangular material, it is also contemplated thatjaw restraint 
10 maybe formed from materials having other cross-sections 
Such as, for example, tubular, Solid circular, etc. 
0038 A resilient portion extends between the arms 42, 44. 
Thus, jaw restraint 10 includes a resilient inwardly facing 
projection 46 in this embodiment provided between upper 
end lower arms 42 and 44. Inwardly facing projection 46 is 
flexible relative to upper and lower arms 42 and 44. Inwardly 
facing projection 46 functions as a hinge and is provided to 
bias upper and lower arms 42 and 44 into a first or closed 
position. Additionally, inwardly facing projection 46 is pro 
vided to extend between anvil assembly 26 and cartridge 
assembly 28 in order to prevent any relative movement there 
between during shipment. In the disclosed embodiment only 
one inwardly facing projection is shown, however, it is con 
templated that more than one inwardly projection can be 
used. Arm 42 is connected to inwardly facing projection 46 by 
a first arcuate member or portion 48. Likewise, lower arm 44 
is connected to inwardly facing projection 46 by a second 
arcuate member or portion 50. Inwardly facing projection 46 
also has a generally arcuate shape facing generally in an 
opposite direction from first and second arcuate portions 48 
and 50. 

0039. In this embodiment, finger member 40 extends 
proximally from first arcuate portion 48. In order to inhibit 
anvil assembly 26 and cartridge assembly 28 from sliding 
sideways out between upper arm 42 and lower arm 44, upper 
and lower arms 42 and 44 are provided with first and second 
inwardly directed lips 52 and 54. First and second inwardly 
directed lips 52 and 54 are provided with respective enlarged 
distal ends 56 and 58 to further inhibit any sideways move 
ment of anvil assembly 26 and cartridge assembly 28 relative 
to jaw restraint 10. 
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0040. It should be noted that, the various disclosed jaw 
restraints and elements of the jaw restraint, such as jaw 
restraint 10, may beformed as a single, integral body member 
or, alternatively may be formed from separate components 
joined together through various known methods such as, for 
example, Welding, gluing, etc. 
0041 Referring now to FIGS. 5 and 6, and initially with 
respect to FIG. 5, the use of jaw restraint 10 to stabilize anvil 
assembly 26 and cartridge assembly 28 during shipment will 
now be described. As noted herein above, cartridge assembly 
28 includes a plurality of staples 60 provided within first and 
second rows of staple containing pockets 34 and 36. First and 
second rows of Staple containing pockets 34 and 36 are 
formed in a plastic body portion 62 of cartridge assembly 28. 
A generally U-shaped channel member 64 is provided to 
support body portion 62. Anvil assembly 26 includes an upper 
anvil member 66 and a lower anvil plate 68 which is provided 
to crimp staples 60. 
0042 Prior to shipment, jaw restraint 10 is positioned 
about anvil assembly 26 and cartridge assembly 28. Specifi 
cally, upper arm 42 of jaw restraint 10 engages and secures 
anvil assembly 26 while lower arm 44 engages and secures 
cartridge assembly 28. As shown, inwardly facing projection 
46 extends between anvil plate 68 of anvil assembly 26 and 
body portion 62 of cartridge assembly 28 to thereby inhibit 
any movement of anvil assembly 26 relative to cartridge 
member 28 during shipping. 
0043. Additionally, first and second lips 52 and 54, along 
with respective enlarged distal ends 56 and 58, provided on 
upper and lower arms 42 and 44, respectively, assist in pre 
venting anvil assembly 26 and cartridge assembly 28 from 
sliding sideways in the direction of arrow A out of jaw 
restraint 10. 

0044) Referring now to FIG. 6, in order to remove jaw 
restraint 10 from anvil assembly 26 and cartridge assembly 
28, finger member 40 is moved or squeezed in the direction of 
arrow B flexing or compressing inwardly facing projection 46 
thereby causing upper arm 42 to move or rotate in the direc 
tion of arrow Cup and away from anvil assembly 26. This 
causes upper arm 42 to rotate to an open position relative to 
lower arm 44. Rotation of upper arm 42 to the open position 
frees anvil assembly 26 from between inwardly facing pro 
jection 46 and upper arm 42. Additionally, movement of 
finger member 40 in the direction of arrow B, flexes the 
inwardly facing projection and moves inwardly facing pro 
jection 46 slightly in the direction of arrow D to free cartridge 
assembly 28 from between inwardly facing projection 46 and 
lower arm 44. 

0045. Thereafter, jaw restraint 10 may be drawn sideways 
in the direction of arrow E away from anvil assembly 26 and 
cartridge assembly 28 thereby freeing anvil assembly 26 and 
cartridge assembly 28 from jaw restraint 10. It should be 
noted that, while jaw restraint 10 is illustrated and described 
as being removed sideways in the direction of arrow E relative 
to anvil assembly 26 and cartridge assembly 28, jaw restraint 
10 may alternatively be slid longitudinally over anvil assem 
bly 26 and cartridge assembly 28 to slide jaw restraint 10 
longitudinally off of anvil assembly 26 and cartridge assem 
bly 28. 
0046. In this manner, jaw restraint 10 firmly and robustly 
secures cartridge assembly 28 relative to anvil assembly 26 
during shipping thereby preventing any dislodging of staples 
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60 from rows of staple containing pockets 34 and 36 due to 
bumping, shaking etc. of anvil assembly 26 and cartridge 
assembly 28 during shipping. 
0047 Referring now to FIGS. 7-9, and initially with 
regard to FIG. 7, there is disclosed an alternative embodiment 
of ajaw restraint 70. Jaw restraint 70 is similar to jaw restraint 
10 and generally includes a first or upper aim 72 and a second 
or lower aim 74. An inwardly facing projection 76 is posi 
tioned between upper arm 72 and lower arm 74. Upperarm 72 
is connected to inwardly facing projection 76 by a first arcuate 
portion 78 and lower arm 74 is connected to inwardly facing 
projection 76 by a second arcuate portion 80. In order to 
prevent sideways movement of a cartridge and anvil assembly 
Such as, for example, cartridge assembly 28 and anvil assem 
bly 26 described herein above, upper arm 72 has an inwardly 
facing first lip 82 terminating an enlarged distal end 84 and 
lower arm 74 has an inwardly facing second lip 86 terminat 
ing in an enlarged distal end 88. 
0048 Jaw restraint 70 differs from jaw restraint 10 
described herein above in that jaw restraint 70 includes a first 
finger member 90 extending proximally from first arcuate 
portion 78 and a second finger member 92 extending proxi 
mally from second arcuate portion 80. The provision of first 
and second finger members 90 and 92 provide additional 
leverage to compress inwardly facing projection 76 and thus 
separate upper arm 72 from lower arm 74. 
0049 Referring now to FIGS. 8 and 9, the use of jaw 
restraint 70 to secure and release anvil assembly 26 and car 
tridge assembly 28 will now be described. Referring initially 
to FIG. 8, in the shipping condition, upper arm 72 engages 
anvil assembly 26 and secures it against inwardly facing 
projection 76. First lip 82, including enlarged distal end 84, 
inhibits sideways movement of anvil assembly 26 relative to 
inwardly facing projection 76. Similarly, lower arm 74 
engages cartridge assembly 28 and second lip 86 including an 
enlarged distal end 88 inhibit sideways movement of car 
tridge assembly 26 relative to inwardly facing projection 76. 
As shown, in the shipping condition, first and second finger 
members 90 and 92 are in a static or spaced apart condition. 
0050 Referring now to FIG. 9, in order to release anvil 
assembly 26 and cartridge assembly 28 from jaw restraint 70, 
proximal ends 94 and 96 of first and second finger members 
90 and 92, respectively, are squeezed together in the direc 
tions of arrows F and G. This compresses inwardly facing 
projection 76 causing upper arm 72 and lower arm 74 to move 
outwardly in the directions of arrows H and I to the open 
position. In this open position, anvil assembly 26 and car 
tridge assembly 28 are free to be removed from jaw restraint 
70. Similar to that described herein above with respect to jaw 
restraint 10, jaw restraint 70 may now be moved sideways 
relative to anvil assembly 26 and cartridge assembly 28, or 
may be slid longitudinally along the long axes of anvil assem 
bly 26 and cartridge assembly 28, to release them from jaw 
restraint 70. 
0051. In this manner, jaw restraint 70, incorporating pair 
offinger members 90 and 92, provides additional leverage for 
separating upper and lower arms 72 and 74 to release anvil 
assembly 26 and cartridge assembly 28 from jaw restraint 70. 
0052 Referring now to FIGS. 10-15, there is disclosed a 
further embodiment of a jaw restraint 100 specifically con 
figured for use with a shipping package 102 and loading unit 
18 described herein above. Referring initially to FIGS. 10 and 
11, jaw restraint 100 generally includes an upper arm 104 and 
a lower arm 106 separated by an inwardly facing projection 
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108. In contrast to the finger members described herein 
above, a cut out 110 is provided in a proximal end 112 of a 
finger member 114 of jaw restraint 100 to secure jaw restraint 
100 to shipping package 102. Shipping package 102 is gen 
erally in the form of a box structure 116 having a pair of 
support blocks 118 and 120 for releasably securing proximal 
body portion 24 of loading unit 18 within shipping package 
102. Box structure 116 includes an inwardly projecting finger 
122 having an enlarged end 124. Inwardly projecting finger 
122 and enlarged end 124 engage cut out 110 in proximal end 
112 of finger 114 to firmly secure jaw restraint 100 to box 
structure 116. As shown, inwardly projecting finger 122 
extends from a sidewall 126 of box structure 116. Box struc 
ture 116 can be formed from injection molded plastic or 
otherwise molded plastic. Blocks 118, 120 can be formed 
during the molding process. With recesses that engage proxi 
mal body portion 24 of the loading unit 18. 
0053 Shipping package 102 may additionally be provided 
with a removable cover 128 positioned overbox structure 116 
to maintain loading unit 18 in a sterile condition (FIG. 12). 
Cover 128 may beformed from a variety of materials such as, 
for example, plasticized structures, Tyvek materials, etc. 
0054 Referring now to FIGS. 12 and 13, jaw restraint 100 
further includes a first arcuate portion 130 connecting upper 
arm 104 to inwardly facing projection 108 and a second 
arcuate portion 132 connecting lower arm 106 to inwardly 
facing projection 108. In this embodiment, finger member 
114 is formed as a proximal extension of upper arm 104. 
Alternatively, finger member 114 may be formed as a proxi 
mal extension of lower arm 106 or may extend proximally 
from either first or second arcuate portions 130 or 132, 
respectively. 
0055 Referring now to FIGS. 10, 14 and 15, and initially 
with regard to FIG. 10, in use, loading unit 18 is secured 
within shipping package 102 and jaw restraint 100. Specifi 
cally, anvil assembly 26 is secured between upper arm 104 
and inwardly facing projection 108 and cartridge assembly 28 
is secured between lower arm 106 and inwardly facing pro 
jection 108. In this particular embodiment, jaw restraint 100 
does not include the inwardly facing lips with enlarged distal 
ends. In order to maintain anvil assembly 26 and cartridge 
assembly 28 within jaw restraint 100, proximal body portion 
24 of loading unit 18 is releasably secured between blocks 
118 and 120 formed in box structure 116. Loading unit 118 is 
maintained in a sterile condition within shipping package 102 
by cover 128. 
0056 Referring now to FIGS. 14 and 15, in order to 
remove loading unit 18 from shipping package 102, cover 128 
is initially peeled offbox structure 116 to expose loading unit 
18. Thereafter, proximal body portion 24 of loading unit 18 is 
lifted free of blocks 118 and 120 of box structure 116 and 
anvil assembly 26 and 28 may be pulled free from jaw 
restraint 100. 

0057 Referring now to FIG. 16 there is disclosed an alter 
nate finger member 134 for use with any of the above 
described jaw restraints such as, for example, jaw restraint 
100. Finger member 134 includes a pair of side cutouts 136 
and 138 formed in side edges 140 and 142 offinger member 
134. Side cutouts 136 and 138 are provided to cooperate with 
corresponding structure in a shipping package to secure jaw 
restraint 100 within the shipping package. More specifically, 
the box structure includes a pair offingers with enlarged ends 
for being releasably disposed in the cut outs 136, 138. 
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0058 Referring to FIG. 17, there is disclosed a finger 
member 144 for use with any of the above described jaw 
restraints. In this particular embodiment, finger member 144 
includes a central cut out 146 formed in finger member 144. 
Central cut out 146 is provided to receive and engage an 
upwardly projecting member or plug 148 formed on a ship 
ping package 150 in order to secure the associated jaw 
restraint within shipping package 150. 
0059. It will be understood that various modifications may 
be made to the embodiments disclosed herein. For example, 
the disclosed finger members may extend proximally from 
the upper or lower arms or the first or second arcuate portions. 
Further, alternative structure may be provided on the under 
side of the upper and lower arms to secure the cartridge 
assemblies within the disclosed jaw restraint, such as, for 
example, adhesives, abraded Surfaces, etc. Additionally, the 
disclosed jaw restraints may be provided with jaw or tool 
assembly restraining structure on only one of the upper or 
lower arms. Still further, the assembly retaining structure may 
be configured to completely encircle the respective anvil or 
cartridge assembly Such that disclosed jaw restraint is slid 
longitudinally along the respective anvil cartridge assembly 
to release the anvil cartridge assembly from the disclosed jaw 
restraint. Therefore, the above description should not be con 
Strued as limiting, but merely as exemplifications of particu 
lar embodiments. Those skilled in the art will envision other 
modifications within the scope and spirit of the claims 
appended hereto. 

1. Ajaw restraint for securing a first jaw of a tool assembly 
relative to a second jaw of the tool assembly comprising: 

a first arm for Supporting a first jaw of a tool assembly; 
a secondarm for Supporting a second jaw of the tool assem 

bly: 
a projection directed inwardly between the first and second 

arms, 
a first portion connecting the first arm to the projection; and 
a second portion connecting the second arm to the projec 

tion. 
2. The jaw restraint as recited in claim 1, wherein the first 

and second portions are arcuate and face in a first direction. 
3. The jaw restraint as recited in claim 2, wherein the 

projection is arcuate and faces in a second direction generally 
opposite the first direction. 

4. The jaw restraint as recited in claim 3, further compris 
ing a finger member extending from the first portion. 

5. The jaw restraint as recited in claim 4, wherein the finger 
member extends in a direction opposite that of the first arm. 

6. The jaw restraint as recited in claim 1, wherein the first 
arm includes an inwardly directed lip. 

7. The jaw restraint as recited in claim 6, wherein the 
inwardly directed lip includes an enlarged distal end. 

8. The jaw restraint as recited in claim 1, wherein the 
projection is formed from a flexible material. 

9. The jaw restraint as recited in claim 8, wherein the 
projection is formed of a polymeric material. 

10. The jaw restraint as recited in claim 1, further compris 
ing a first finger member extending from the first portion and 
a second finger member extending from the second portion. 

11. Ajaw restraint for securing a firstjaw of a tool assembly 
relative to a second jaw of the tool assembly comprising: 

a body portion having; 
a first arm for Supporting a first jaw of a tool assembly; 
a secondarm for Supporting a second jaw of the tool assem 

bly: 
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a projection directed inwardly between the first and second 
arms, 

a first portion connecting the first arm to the projection; and 
a second portion connecting the second arm to the projec 

tion. 

12. The jaw restraint as recited in claim 11, further com 
prising a finger member extending from the body portion. 

13. The jaw restraint as recited in claim 11, further com 
prising two finger members extending independently from 
the body portion. 

14. A jaw restraint for use in a package comprising: 
a body portion having; 
a first arm for Supporting a first jaw of a tool assembly; 
a secondarm for Supporting a second jaw of the tool assem 

bly: 
a projection directed inwardly between the first and second 

arms, 
a first portion connecting the first atm to the projection; 
a second portion connecting the second arm to the projec 

tion; and 
a finger member extending proximally from the body por 

tion and having a cut out for engagement with a package. 
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15. The jaw restraint as recited in claim 14, wherein the cut 
out is formed in a proximal edge of the finger member. 

16. The jaw restraint as recited in claim 14, wherein the cut 
out is formed in a side edge of the finger member. 

17. The jaw restraint as recited in claim 14, wherein the cut 
out is formed through a generally central area of the finger 
member. 

18. A shipping package assembly comprising: 
a jaw restraint including: 
a body portion having; 
a first arm for Supporting a first jaw of a tool assembly; 
a secondarm for Supporting a second jaw of the tool assem 

bly: 
a projection directed inwardly between the first and second 

arms, 
a first portion connecting the first arm to the projection; 
a second portion connecting the second arm to the projec 

tion; 
a finger member extending proximally from the body por 

tion and having a cut out; and 
a package having a projection for engagement with the cut 

out in the finger member. 
c c c c c 


