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are realized without atfecting the electrical characteristics of the inspection target. A first
image is acquired which has high image quality and high magnification and includes an
image at a target position in an inspection target on a sample. Next, a second image is
acquired which has low image quality and low magnification and includes a probe im-
age and the image at the target position in the inspection target on the sample. Next, by
combining first image data in the second image, an image for coarse observation at the
same magnification as the magnification of the second image is generated. The genera-
tion of an image for coarse inspection is repeated until the probe comes close to the tar-
get position in the inspection target.
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