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1
COMMUNICATION DEVICE AND
COMMUNICATION METHOD USED IN
DECENTRALIZED NETWORK

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority of the prior Japanese Patent Application No. 2018-
215054, filed on Nov. 15, 2018, the entire contents of which
are incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD

The embodiments discussed herein are related to a com-
munication device and a communication method that are
used in a decentralized network.

BACKGROUND

Data trading markets for providing services to sell and
purchase data have been spreading in recent years. Partici-
pants of such data trading markets can provide their own
data on the market. The participants can also obtain or
purchase data provided on the market.

On the other hands, the blockchain technology, which
manages data in a tamper-proof state in a decentralized
environment without any administrator, has been attracting
attentions. The blockchain technology achieves a tamper-
proof distributed ledger by plural participants or all partici-
pants verifying a transaction. Methods of using the block-
chain have been proposed for supporting data trading
markets.

In systems such as the blockchain in which plural dis-
tributed nodes cooperatively execute a process, consensus
algorithms are used to synchronize processing results across
all nodes. The consensus algorithms allow a process to be
confirmed after plural participating nodes verify processing
details and processing results.

In data trading systems, data registration and data acqui-
sition are carried out. In data registration procedures, infor-
mation related to data to be registered (e.g., metadata) is
used. Such metadata includes access policy information that
indicates to which user(s) the data can be disclosed. In data
acquiring procedures, a data provider verifies access policies
and transmits data when a user requesting the data is
confirmed to have the right to access the data.

Note that methods of safely storing highly confidential
data with small hardware resources have been proposed
(e.g., Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication No. 2006-
311383). In addition, methods of securely storing data in
cloud computing resources have been proposed (e.g. Japa-
nese National Publication of International Patent Applica-
tion No. 2012-527838). Moreover, methods of improving
anonymity in communications over a network have been
proposed (e.g., Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication No.
2017-079350).

In the blockchain, as described above, a transaction is
verified by plural participants. A consensus of all partici-
pants is formed in accordance with plural verification
results.

PoW (Proof of Work) has been widely used as one of
consensus algorithms. PoW is suitable for a case of forming
a consensus in a network consisting of an unspecified
number of participants because of its strict approval pro-
cesses. Therefore, when a transaction requested from an
unspecified number of participants is processed in data trade

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

services, consensus may be formed by PoW. However, when
consensus is formed by PoW, it may take a long time until
a requested transaction is executed.

SUMMARY

According to an aspect of the embodiments, a communi-
cation device provides data to a data acquiring node based
on a consensus of a plurality of participating nodes. The
communication device includes a processor. The processor
is configured to divide the data into N data components, N
being an integer equal to or larger than twoj; to encrypt, when
the N data components are stored in different storage areas,
addresses of storage areas in which the data components are
respectively stored with respective public keys of N partici-
pating nodes among the plurality of participating nodes; and
to transmit access right information that indicates the data
acquiring node has a right to access the data and the
encrypted N addresses to the plurality of participating nodes.

The object and advantages of the invention will be
realized and attained by means of the elements and combi-
nations particularly pointed out in the claims.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are exem-
plary and explanatory and are not restrictive of the inven-
tion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates an example of a communication system
according to the present embodiments;

FIG. 2 is a diagram for explaining verification and con-
firmation of blocks;

FIG. 3 illustrates an example of a sequence of data
transmission when consensus is formed by PoW;

FIG. 4 illustrates an example of data registration proce-
dures;

FIG. 5 is a diagram for explaining the Shamir’s secret
sharing scheme;

FIG. 6 illustrates an example of an address list;

FIG. 7 illustrates an example of procedures to generate
data components and encrypted addresses;

FIG. 8 to FIG. 11 illustrate an example of data acquiring
procedures;

FIG. 12 illustrates an example of decryption of encrypted
addresses and acquisition of data components;

FIG. 13 illustrates an example of a sequence of data
acquiring procedures;

FIG. 14 is a flowchart of an example of data registration
procedures;

FIG. 15 is a flowchart of an example of processing in a
participating node in the data acquiring procedures;

FIG. 16 is a flowchart of an example of processing in a
data acquirer;

FIG. 17 illustrates an example of a computer hardware
configuration installed in each node;

FIG. 18 illustrates an example of data registration proce-
dures according to the second embodiment;

FIG. 19 illustrates an example of data registration proce-
dures according to the third embodiment; and

FIG. 20 illustrates an example of a data component list.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 illustrates an example of a communication system
according to the present embodiments. In this example, a
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communication system 100 provides a data trade service by
using the blockchain technology.

In the following description, a computer used by a user
participating in a data trade service may be referred to as
“participating node (or participant)”. A user providing data
to a data trade service or a computer used by such a user may
be referred to as “data provider (or data provider node)”. A
user who obtains data by using a data trade service or a
computer used by such a user may be referred to as “data
acquirer (or data acquiring node)”. A computer that verifies
data processing transactions may be referred to as “miner”.
Note that the data provider, the data acquirer, and the miner
are participating nodes that participate in a data trade
service. In other words, each participating node can serve as
a data provider node, a data acquiring node, or a miner.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, plural participating nodes (par-
ticipating nodes 1 to 4 in FIG. 1), a data provider 11, a
participating node (data acquirer) 12, and a miner 13 are
connected in a blockchain network 200. Note that an
unspecified number of participating nodes can be connected
in the blockchain network 200. In addition, plural miners
can be connected in the blockchain network 200.

Each of the participating nodes 1 to 4 has a function to
perform cryptographic communications. In other words,
each of the participating nodes 1 to 4 generates a pair of a
public key and a secret key and makes the public key
publicly available. Therefore, a data provider 11, for
example, has a public key for each of the participating nodes
1to 4.

The data provider 11 provides data D to a data trade
service. In this example, the data provider 11 provides data
D to participating nodes that are limited to those which are
allowed by the data provider 11. In the example illustrated
in FIG. 1, the data provider 11 allows the participating node
(data acquirer) 12 to access data D.

When the participating node (data acquirer) 12 needs to
obtain data D, the participating node (data acquirer) 12
generates a data acquiring request transaction to request data
D. This data acquiring request transaction is transmitted to
each of the participating nodes over the blockchain network
200.

The miner 13 verifies transactions generated by each of
the participating nodes. For example, when a data acquiring
request transaction is generated by the data acquirer 12, the
miner 13 verifies the data acquiring request transaction.
Here, the miner 13 verifies “block™ including plural trans-
actions.

FIG. 2 is a diagram for explaining verification and con-
firmation of blocks by means of PoW. In this example, each
of miners #1 to #3 verifies blocks. The verification results
are transmitted to all participating nodes connected to the
blockchain network. Note that in the example illustrated in
FIG. 2, verification of block A has been already finished.

Miner #1 verifies block B that includes transactions Tx1,
Tx2, and Tx3 and further verifies block C that includes
transactions Tx4, Tx5, and Tx6. These verification results
are transmitted to all participating nodes. Miner #2 also
verifies block B that includes transactions Tx1, Tx2, and Tx3
and further verifies block D that includes transactions Tx4,
Tx5, and Tx7. These verification results are also transmitted
to all participating nodes.

In each of the participating nodes, the verification results
are connected in order of reception. In other word, a chain
is formed. For example, in participating node X, blocks A,
B, and C are connected in this order based on the verification
results received from miner #1. Next, the verification results
of miner #2 arrive at participating node X. In the verification
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results received from miner #2, block D follows block B. In
this case, block D is connected after block B in participating
node X. Subsequently, the verification results of miner #3
arrive at participating node X. In the verification results
received from miner #3, block E follows block C. In this
case, block E is connected after block C in participating
node X.

When a specified number of blocks are connected after a
block (hereinafter referred to as a target block), participating
nodes make a confirmation of the target block. For example,
in PoW, when six blocks are connected after a target block,
the target block is determined to be confirmed. Then the
participating nodes can execute transactions in the con-
firmed block. For example, when a data transmission request
transaction is given to participating node X, after six blocks
are connected after a block that includes the data transmis-
sion request transaction, participating node X can transmit
data in accordance with the data transmission request trans-
action.

FIG. 3 illustrates an example of a sequence of data
transmission when consensus is formed by PoW. In this
example, a data acquirer generates a data acquiring request
transaction and transmits the transaction to all nodes. Note
that when the data acquirer generates a data acquiring
request transaction, block 0 is recorded in the blockchain of
the data provider.

A miner verifies block 1 that includes a data acquiring
request transaction and transmits the verification result to all
nodes. Consequently, block 1 is connected after block 0 in
the blockchain of the data provider.

Afterwards, participating nodes on the network generate
transactions one after another. Miners verity blocks includ-
ing plural transactions and transmit the verification results to
all nodes. As a result, blocks are added to a blockchain in
each of the nodes. When six blocks (i.e., blocks 2 to 7) are
connected after block 1 in the blockchain of the data
provider, the data provider executes the data acquiring
request transaction included in block 1. As a result, data is
transmitted from the data provider to the data acquirer.

As described above, in the case where consensus is
established by means of PoW, a node that received a
transaction to be processed cannot execute the transaction
until verification of a specified number of blocks finishes.
Consequently, the latency time until execution of requested
processing (e.g., data transmission in the case of FIG. 3) may
be long.

First Embodiment

FIG. 4 illustrates an example of data registration proce-
dures. In this example, a data provider 11 provides data D to
a data trade service.

The data provider 11 divides data D into N data compo-
nents (N is an integer equal to or larger than 2) by means of
Shamir’s secret sharing scheme. In the example illustrated in
FIG. 4, data D is divided into four data components D1 to
D4.

Note that the data provider 11 may encrypt data D before
dividing data D. For example, data D may be encrypted with
a public key of a participating node that is allowed to access
data D. Or, data D may be encrypted with a common key. In
this case, this common key is encrypted with a public key of
a participating node that is allowed to access data D.

In Shamir’s secret sharing scheme, input data is divided
into N data components as illustrated in FIG. 5. At that time,
each of the data components is generated in a manner that
contents of the input data are kept secret. In addition, a
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decryption device can reproduce the input data from K data
components (K is an integer of N or less) from among N data
components. A value of N and a value of K can be set in
advance. For example, the values of N and K may be the
total number of participating nodes. The values of N and K
may also be determined in accordance with the degree of
importance. In this case, the values of N and K may be made
larger when the data is important.

The data provider 11 may divide data D into N data
components by means of a method other than the Shamir’s
secret sharing scheme. However, each of the data compo-
nents is preferably generated in a manner that contents of the
original data are kept secret. In addition, it is preferable that
the original data can be reproduced from K data components
from among N data components.

The data provider 11 stores data components D1 to D4 to
a specified storage area. In this example, data components
D1 to D4 are stored in different regions on IPFS (Inter
Planetary File System). At that time, data components D1 to
D4 are stored in IPFS in such a state that each of the
participating nodes can access data components D1 to D4.
However, addresses of the storage areas in which data
components D1 to D4 are stored are not disclosed. There-
fore, at this point in time, each of the participating nodes is
practically unable to access data components D1 to D4.

The data provider 11 obtains the addresses of the storage
areas in which data components D1 to D4 are stored. For
example, when data components D1 to D4 are stored in
IPFS, each of addresses of the storage areas in which each
of data components D1 to D4 is stored is output. In this
example, data components D1, D2, D3, and D4 are stored in
addresses ADD1, ADD2, ADD3, and ADD4, respectively.

Note that in the example illustrated in FIG. 4, data
components D1 to D4 are stored in IPFS, but the first
embodiment is not limited to this configuration. In other
words, the data provider 11 can store data components D1 to
D4 in any storage areas.

The data provider 11 encrypts addresses ADD1 to ADD4
of the storage areas in which data components D1 to D4 are
stored. At that time, the data provider 11 selects the same
number of participating nodes as the number of data com-
ponents stored in IPFS from among all participating nodes
participating in the data trade service as participating nodes
that execute decryption processing described later. In this
example, the participating nodes 1 to 4 are selected for data
components D1 to D4, respectively, as participating nodes
that execute decryption processing described later. The data
provider 11 encrypts addresses ADD1 to ADD4 of the
storage areas in which data components D1 to D4 are stored
with each public key of the participating nodes 1 to 4. In
other words, address ADD1 is encrypted with a public key
of' the participating node 1, address ADD?2 is encrypted with
a public key of the participating node 2, address ADD3 is
encrypted with a public key of the participating node 3, and
address ADD4 is encrypted with a public key of the par-
ticipating node 4. Consequently, encrypted addresses ADD1
to ADD4 are obtained.

The data provider 11 generates an address list relating to
registration of data D. This address list includes access right
information, a list of decrypting nodes, and encrypted
addresses as illustrated in FIG. 6. The access right informa-
tion indicates participating nodes that are allowed to access
data D. In this example, the data provider 11 allows a
participating node (data acquirer) 12 to access data D. The
list of decrypting nodes indicates participating nodes that
decrypt any one of encrypted addresses ADD1 to ADD4. In
this example, encrypted addresses ADD1 to ADD4 are
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6
obtained by encrypting addresses ADD1 to ADD4 with
public keys of the participating nodes 1 to 4, respectively.
Thus, the participating nodes 1 to 4 are listed on the list of
decrypting nodes. The encrypted addresses ADD1 to ADD4
generated in the above manner are listed on the address list
as the encrypted addresses.

The address list is disclosed to all participating nodes. In
other words, the data provider 11 transmits the address list
to all participating nodes as illustrated in FIG. 4. The address
list may be recorded, for example, on the blockchain as a
result of execution of data registration contrast. Each of the
participating nodes stores the address list received from the
data provider 11. With this processing, the data registration
procedures are completed.

FIG. 7 illustrates an example of procedures to generate
data components and encrypted addresses. In the data reg-
istration procedures, the data provider 11 divides data D into
data components D1 to D4 by means of the Shamir’s secret
sharing scheme and registers the data components in IPFS.
The data provider 11 also obtain addresses ADD1 to ADD4
for storage areas in which data components D1 to D4 are
stored. Moreover, the data provider 11 generates encrypted
addresses ADD1 to ADD4 by encrypting address ADD1 to
ADD4 with public keys PK1 to PK4 of the participating
nodes 1 to 4. An address list that includes the encrypted
addresses ADD1 to ADD4 is disclosed on the blockchain.

FIG. 8 to FIG. 11 illustrate an example of data acquiring
procedures. In this example, the participating node (data
acquirer) 12 acquires data D. For that reason, the partici-
pating node (data acquirer) 12 may be simply referred to as
“data acquirer 12” in the description of the data acquiring
procedures. Note that the data registration procedures illus-
trated in FIG. 4 have been completed before the data
acquiring procedures illustrated in FIG. 8 to FIG. 11 start. In
other words, data components D1 to D4 obtained by divid-
ing data D are stored in IPFS, and each of the participating
nodes 1 to 4 has received an address list illustrated in FIG.
6 from the data provider 11.

In FIG. 8, the data acquirer 12 generates a data acquiring
request transaction. At that time, the data acquirer 12 may
transmit the transaction to a data acquiring contrast. This
data acquiring request transaction includes a message that
requests acquisition of data D. The data acquiring request
transaction is transmitted to all participating nodes. In other
words, each of the participating nodes 1 to 4 receives the
data acquiring request transaction transmitted from the data
acquirer 12. Note that the data acquiring request transaction
includes information that identifies the transmission source.

In FIG. 9, the miner 13 verifies a block that includes the
data acquiring request transaction transmitted from the data
acquirer 12. The miner 13 transmits the verification result of
the block to all participating nodes. In other words, each of
the participating nodes 1 to 4 receives the verification result
from the miner 13.

In FIG. 10, when the verification result of the block
including the data acquiring request transaction is received
from the miner 13, each of the participating nodes 1 to 4
confirms the right to access the data that the data acquiring
request transaction transmitted from the data acquirer 12
requests. At that time, each of the participating nodes 1 to 4
refers to the address list received in advance from the data
provider 11. In this example, the participating node (data
acquirer) 12 is granted the access right to data D as illus-
trated in FIG. 6. Thus, each of the participating nodes 1 to
4 executes processing corresponding to the received data
acquiring request transaction.
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Each of the participating nodes 1 to 4, first, determines
whether the participating node itself is a decrypting node
that decrypts an encrypted address or not. More specifically,
each of the participating nodes 1 to 4 determines whether or
not the participating node itself is registered as a decrypting
node in the address list received in advance from the data
provider 11. In the example illustrated in FIG. 6, the
participating nodes 1 to 4 are registered as decrypting nodes.
Each of the participating nodes 1 to 4 thus executes decrypt-
ing processing.

The participating node 1 executes decryption processing
on four encrypted addresses ADD1 to ADD4 by using a
private key of the participating node 1. Here, encrypted
addresses ADD1 to ADD4 are encrypted with public keys of
each of the participating nodes 1 to 4. Thus, when the
decryption processing is executed with a private key of the
participating node 1, decryption of encrypted address ADD1
will be successful, but decryption of encrypted addresses
ADD?2 to ADD4 will fail. In other words, the participating
node 1 can obtain address ADDI1, but cannot obtain
addresses ADD2 to ADD4.

In the similar manner, the participating node 2 execute
decryption processing of encrypted addresses ADD1 to
ADD4 by using a private key of the participating node 2 and
obtains address ADD2. The participating node 3 execute
decryption processing of encrypted addresses ADD1 to
ADD4 by using a private key of the participating node 3 and
obtains address ADD3. The participating node 4 execute
decryption processing of encrypted addresses ADD1 to
ADD4 by using a private key of the participating node 4 and
obtains address ADD4. Subsequently, the participating
nodes 1 to 4 respectively transmit address ADD1 to ADD4
to data acquirer 12.

In FIG. 11, the data acquirer 12 accesses to the addresses
received from the participating nodes 1 to 4 and obtains data
components D1 to D4 from IPFS. More specifically, the data
acquirer 12 obtains data component D1 from address ADD1,
data component D2 from address ADD2, data component
D3 from address ADD3 and data component D4 from
address ADD4. Afterward the data acquirer 12 reproduces
data D from the obtained data components D1 to D4.

Note that in the example illustrated in FIG. 11, the data
acquirer 12 obtains all of data components D1 to D4, but the
first embodiment is not limited to this case. When data D can
be reproduced from any three of data components D1 to D4
as an example, the data acquirer 12 may reproduce data D
by obtaining any three of data components D1 to D4. For
example, when decryption performed by the participating
node 4 fails, the data acquirer 12 receives addresses ADD1
to ADD3. In this case, the data acquirer 12 reproduces data
D by obtaining data components D1 to D3 from IPFS.

FIG. 12 illustrates an example of decryption of encrypted
addresses and acquisition of data components. In this
example, the access right of the data acquirer 12 has been
already confirmed by each of the participating nodes 1 to 4.

The participating nodes 1 to 4 obtains addresses ADD1 to
ADD4, respectively, by decrypting encrypted addresses
ADD1 to ADD4 on the address list with private keys SK1 to
SK4 of the participating nodes 1 to 4. Addresses ADD1 to
ADD4 are respectively transmitted to the data acquirer 12.
The data acquirer 12 accesses to IPFS with addresses ADD1
to ADD4 and obtains data components D1 to D4. The data
acquirer 12 reproduces data D from data components D1 to
D4.

FIG. 13 illustrates an example of a sequence of data
acquiring procedures. In this example, the data registration
procedures illustrated in FIG. 4 have been completed. In
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other words, data components D1 to D4 obtained by divid-
ing data D are stored in IPFS, and each of the participating
nodes 1 to 4 has received an address list illustrated in FIG.
6 from the data provider 11.

When the data acquirer 12 generates a data acquiring
request transaction, the miner 13 executes mining on a block
including the transaction. This mining verifies the data
acquiring request transaction. A verification result is trans-
mitted to each of the participating nodes.

The participating nodes 1 to 4, after confirming the access
right of the data acquirer 12, each obtains an address by
means of decryption processing using own private key and
transmits the address to the data acquirer 12. The data
acquirer 12 obtains data components D1 to D4 from the
addresses received from the participating nodes 1 to 4 and
reproduces data D from data components D1 to D4.

Here, the communication method illustrated in FIG. 3 is
compared with the communication method according to the
first embodiment. In the communication method illustrated
in FIG. 3, a consensus is formed when a specified number of
blocks (six blocks in the example) are connected after a
block that includes a target transaction, and then the target
transaction can be executed. In this case, it may take a long
time to execute a target transaction from generation of the
transaction.

On the other hand, in the communication method accord-
ing to the first embodiment, plural participating nodes
respectively decrypt encrypted addresses, and the data
acquirer 12 obtains data when a specified number of
addresses or more are obtained. In this method, a consensus
of blockchain is substantially formed by a specified number
of participating nodes. Here, when data divided into N data
components by means of the Shamir’s secret sharing scheme
can be reproduced from K data components, the specified
number is K. In this case, a consensus on a data acquiring
request transaction generated by the data acquirer can be
formed when, after the transaction is verified by a miner, K
participating nodes confirm the access right of the data
acquirer. The decryption processing executed by plural
participating nodes is substantially executed in parallel.
Accordingly, when the communication method according to
the first embodiment is compared with the communication
method illustrated in FIG. 3, a time needed from generation
of a target transaction to execution of the transaction is
reduced.

FIG. 14 is a flowchart of an example of data registration
procedures. The processing in this flowchart is executed by
the data provider 11.

In S1, the data provider 11 divides data by means of the
Shamir’s secret sharing scheme and generates plural data
components. In S2, the data provider 11 registers the plural
data components in IPFS. In S3, the data provider 11 obtains
addresses for storage areas in which the plural data compo-
nents are stored. In S4, the data provider 11 selects plural
participating nodes that are to execute decryption process-
ing. In the example illustrated in FIG. 4 to FIG. 13, the
participating nodes 1 to 4 are selected. In S5, the data
provider 11 encrypts addresses with corresponding public
keys of the plural participating nodes selected in S4. In the
example illustrated in FIG. 4 to FIG. 13, addresses ADD1 to
ADD4 are encrypted with public keys of the participating
nodes 1 to 4, respectively.

In S6, the data provider 11 generates an address list that
includes the plural encrypted addresses obtained in S5. Note
that the address list includes access right information that
indicates participating nodes that are allowed to access data
D and a list of decrypting nodes that indicates participating
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nodes that decrypt encrypted addresses, as illustrated in FI1G.
6. In S7, the data provider 11 transmits the address list to
each of the participating nodes. In other words, the address
list is disclosed on the blockchain.

FIG. 15 is a flowchart of an example of processing in a
participating node in the data acquiring procedures. Note
that each of participating nodes has already received an
address list generated in the data registration procedures
illustrated in FIG. 14.

In S11, the participating node receives a data acquiring
request transaction from a data acquirer. In S12, the partici-
pating node refers to access right information on the address
list and determines whether a source node of the data
acquiring request transaction has the access right or not.
Note that the participating node may execute the processing
in S12 after a block including the data acquiring request
transaction is verified by a miner.

When the source node of the data acquiring request
transaction has the access right, the participating node
determines whether the participating node itself is desig-
nated as a decrypting node on the address list or not in S13.
When the participating node itself is designated as a decrypt-
ing node, the participating node decrypts an encrypted
address on the address list with its own private key in S14.
In S15, the participating node transmits an address obtained
by the decryption to the source node of the data acquiring
request transaction.

FIG. 16 is a flowchart of an example of processing in a
data acquirer. Note that the data registration procedures
illustrated in FIG. 14 has been completed in advance.

In S21, the data acquirer 12 transmits a data acquiring
request transaction to each of participating nodes. After-
wards, the data acquirer 12 waits for a response to the data
acquiring request transaction. In other words, the data
acquirer 12 wait for transmission of addresses for storage
areas in which data to be obtained is stored.

In S22, the data acquirer 12 determines whether addresses
are received from a specified number of participating nodes.
Note that when data divided into N data components by
means of the Shamir’s secret sharing scheme can be repro-
duced from K data components, the specified number is K.
When addresses are received from the specific number of
participating nodes, the data acquirer 12 obtains data com-
ponents from each of the addresses in S23. In S24, the data
acquirer 12 reproduces data from the specified number of
data components.

Note that the flowcharts in FIG. 14 to FIG. 16 are merely
an example, and the present embodiment is not limited to the
above described procedures. For example, the data provider
11 may encrypt data D with a public key of the participating
node (data acquirer) 12 before dividing data D. In this case,
encrypted data D is divided by means of the Shamir’s secret
sharing scheme and is registered in IPFS. After reproducing
encrypted data D from data components D1 to D4, the data
acquirer 12 removes the encryption of data D with a private
key of the data acquirer 12. In this manner, the data acquirer
12 can obtains data D.

Alternatively, the data provider 11 may encrypt data D,
before dividing data D, with a common key that both the
data provider 11 and the data acquirer 11 use. In this case,
the data provider 11 encrypts the common key with a public
key of the data acquirer 12 and transmits the encrypted
common key to the data acquirer 12. The data acquirer 12
receives the encrypted common key and decrypts the com-
mon key with a private key of the data acquirer 12. The data
acquirer 12, after reproducing encrypted data D from data
components D1 to D4, removes the encryption of data D
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with the decrypted common key. In this manner, the data
acquirer 12 can obtain data D.

FIG. 17 illustrates an example of a computer hardware
configuration installed in each node. This computer 300
includes a processor 301, a memory 302, a storage device
303, an I/O device 304, a recording medium device 305, and
a communication interface 306. Note that participating
nodes, a data provider, a data acquirer, and miners can each
be implemented by the computer illustrated in FIG. 17.

The processor 301 can carry out the data registration
procedures and the data acquiring procedures by executing
communication programs stored in the storage device 303.
Note that when the computer 300 operates as a data provider,
the processor 301 executes a communication program in
which the process in the flowchart in FIG. 14 is written.
When the computer 300 operates as a participating node, the
processor 301 executes a communication program in which
the process in the flowchart in FIG. 15 is written. When the
computer 300 operates as a data acquirer, the processor 301
executes a communication program in which the process in
the flowchart in FIG. 16 is written.

The memory 302 is a semiconductor memory as an
example and is used as a workspace of the processor 301.
The storage device 303 may be installed in the computer 300
or may be connected to the computer 300. The /O device
304 receives instructions from a user or a network admin-
istrator. In addition, the I/O device 304 outputs a processing
result of the processor 301. The recording medium device
305 reads signals recorded in a removable recording
medium 307. Note that the above-described communication
programs may be recorded in the removable recording
medium 307. The memory 302, the storage device 303, and
the removable recording medium 307 may be an example of
a non-transitory computer-readable recording medium. The
communication interface 306 provides an interface between
the computer 300 and a network.

Second Embodiment

FIG. 18 illustrates an example of data registration proce-
dures according to the second embodiment. Note that a
configuration of the communication system 100 is substan-
tially the same between the first embodiment and the second
embodiment.

Similarly to the first embodiment, in the second embodi-
ment, the data provider 11 divides data D into data compo-
nents D1 to D4 by means of the Shamir’s secret sharing
scheme. However, in the second embodiment, the data
provider 11 transmits data components D1 to D4 to the
participating nodes 1 to 4, respectively. In other words, the
participating node 1 receives data component D1, the par-
ticipating node 2 receives data component D2, the partici-
pating node 3 receives data component D3, and the partici-
pating node 4 receives data component D4. The data
provider 11 also transmits access right information that
indicates the access right to access data D. In this example,
the access right information indicates that the participating
node (data acquirer) 12 is allowed to access data D.

In the data acquiring procedures, the data acquirer 12
generates a data acquiring request transaction as in the first
embodiment. The data acquiring request transaction
includes a message that request acquisition of data D. This
data acquiring request transaction is transmitted to all par-
ticipating nodes.

The miner 13 verifies a block including the data acquiring
request transaction transmitted from the data acquirer 12 as
in the first embodiment. The miner 13 then transmits a
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verification result of the block to all participating nodes. In
other words, each of the participating nodes 1 to 4 receives
the verification result from the miner 13.

When the verification result of the block including the
data acquiring request transaction is received from the miner
13, each of the participating nodes 1 to 4 confirms the access
right of the data acquiring request transaction transmitted
from the data acquirer 12 as in the first embodiment. At that
time, each of the participating nodes 1 to 4 refers to the
access right information received in advance from the data
provider 11. In this example, the participating node (data
acquirer) 12 is granted access to data D. Each of the
participating nodes 1 to 4 then executes a process to respond
to the received data acquiring request transaction.

More specifically, each of the participating nodes 1 to 4
transmits the data component received in advance from the
data provider 11 to the data acquirer 12. In other words, data
components D1 to 4 are transmitted from the participating
nodes 1 to 4, respectively, to the data acquirer 12. The data
acquirer 12 then reproduces data D from data components
D1 to D4 received from the participating nodes 1 to 4,
respectively.

Third Embodiment

FIG. 19 illustrates an example of data registration proce-
dures according to the third embodiment. Note that a con-
figuration of the communication system 100 is substantially
the same between the first embodiment and the third
embodiment.

Similarly to the first embodiment, in the third embodi-
ment, the data provider 11 divides data D into data compo-
nents D1 to D4 by means of the Shamir’s secret sharing
scheme. However, in the third embodiment, the data pro-
vider 11 encrypts data components D1 to D4 with public
keys of the participating nodes 1 to 4, respectively. In other
words, data component D1 is encrypted with a public key of
the participating node 1, data component D2 is encrypted
with a public key of the participating node 2, data compo-
nent D3 is encrypted with a public key of the participating
node 3, and data component D4 is encrypted with a public
key of the participating node 4. The data provider 11 then
generates a data component list that includes encrypted data
components D1 to D4.

The data component list includes access right informa-
tion, a list of decrypting nodes, and encrypted data compo-
nents, as illustrated in FIG. 20. Note that since the access
right information and the list of decrypting nodes are sub-
stantially the same between the first embodiment and the
third embodiment, the explanation is omitted.

The data provider 11 discloses the data component list on
the blockchain. In other words, the data provider 11 trans-
mits the data component list to all participating nodes.
Accordingly, each of the participating nodes 1 to 4 receives
the data component list.

In the data acquiring procedures, the data acquirer 12
generates a data acquiring request transaction as in the first
embodiment. This data acquiring request transaction
includes a message that requests acquisition of data D. The
data acquiring request transaction is transmitted to all par-
ticipating nodes.

The miner 13 verifies a block including the data acquiring
request transaction transmitted from the data acquirer 12 as
in the first embodiment. The miner 13 then transmits a
verification result of the block to all participating nodes. In
other words, each of the participating nodes 1 to 4 receives
the verification result from the miner 13.
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When the verification result of the block including the
data acquiring request transaction is received from the miner
13, each of the participating nodes 1 to 4 confirms the access
right of the data acquiring request transaction transmitted
from the data acquirer 12 as in the first embodiment. At that
time, each of the participating nodes 1 to 4 refers to the
access right information in the data component list received
in advance from the data provider 11. In this example, the
participating node (data acquirer) 12 is granted access to
data D. Each of the participating nodes 1 to 4 then executes
a process to respond to the received data acquiring request
transaction.

The participating node 1 executes decryption process on
four encrypted data components D1 to D4 by using a private
key of the participating node 1. Here, the encrypted data
components D1 to D4 are encrypted with public keys of the
participating nodes 1 to 4, respectively. Thus, when the
decryption process is executed with a private key of the
participating node 1, decryption of encrypted data compo-
nent D1 will be successful, but decryption of encrypted data
components D2 to D4 will fail. In other words, the partici-
pating node 1 can obtain data component D1, but cannot
obtain data components D2 to D4.

In the similar manner, the participating node 2 executes
decryption process on encrypted data components D1 to D4
by using a private key of the participating node 2 and obtains
data component D2. The participating node 3 executes
decryption process on encrypted data components D1 to D4
by using a private key of the participating node 3 and obtains
data component D3. The participating node 4 executes
decryption process on encrypted data components D1 to D4
by using a private key of the participating node 4 and obtains
data component D4. Subsequently, the participating nodes 1
to 4 respectively transmit data components D1 to D4 to data
acquirer 12. The data acquirer 12 then reproduces data D
from data components D1 to D4 received from the partici-
pating nodes 1 to 4, respectively.

All examples and conditional language provided herein
are intended for the pedagogical purposes of aiding the
reader in understanding the invention and the concepts
contributed by the inventor to further the art, and are not to
be construed as limitations to such specifically recited
examples and conditions, nor does the organization of such
examples in the specification relate to a showing of the
superiority and inferiority of the invention. Although one or
more embodiments of the present inventions have been
described in detail, it should be understood that the various
changes, substitutions, and alterations could be made hereto
without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
having stored therein a program for causing a processor to
execute a communication process, the processor being
implemented in a data providing node of a block chain
network that provides requested data to a data acquiring
node of the block chain network based on a consensus of a
plurality of participating nodes of the block chain network,
the communication process comprising: dividing the
requested data into N data components, N being an inte-
gerequal to or larger than two; encrypting, when the N data
components are stored in different storage areas of N par-
ticipating nodes of the block chain network, addresses of
storage areas of the N participating nodes of the block chain
network in which the N data components are respectively
stored by using respective public keys of the N participating
nodes among the plurality of participating nodes of the block
chain network to encrypt addresses of storage areas of the N
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participating nodes of the block chain network in which the
N data components are respectively stored when the N data
components are stored in different storage areas of the N
participating nodes of the block chain network; and trans-
mitting access right information, using the block chain
network, to the plurality of participating nodes of the block
chain network, wherein the access right information indi-
cates the data acquiring node has a right to access the
requested data and the encrypted N addresses, and the
respective public keys of the N participating nodes are
different from each other.

2. The non-transitory computer-readable recording
medium according to claim 1, wherein

the data is divided into N data components by using a

Shamir’s secret sharing scheme so that the data can be
reproduced from K data components among the N data
components, K being an integer equal to or smaller than
N.

3. A communication device within a block chain network
that provides requested data to a data acquiring node of the
block chain network based on a consensus of a plurality of
participating nodes of the block chain network, the commu-
nication device comprising a processor configured to: divide
the requested data into N data components, N being an
integer equal to or larger than two; encrypt, when the N data
components are stored in different storage areas of N par-
ticipating nodes of the block chain network, addresses of
storage areas of the N participating nodes of the block chain
network in which the N data components are respectively
stored by using respective public keys of the N participating
nodes among the plurality of participating nodes of the block
chain network to encrypt addresses of storage areas of the N
participating nodes of the block chain network in which the
N data components are respectively stored when the N data
components are stored in different storage areas of the N
participating nodes of the block chain network; and transmit
access right information, using the block chain network, to
the plurality of participating nodes of the block chain
network, wherein the access right information indicates the
data acquiring node has a right to access the requested data
and the encrypted N addresses, and the respective public
keys of the N participating nodes are different from each
other.

4. A communication method that provides requested data
to a data acquiring node of a block chain network based on
a consensus of a plurality of participating nodes of the block
chain network, the communication method comprising:
dividing the requested data into N data components, N being
an integer equal to or larger than two; encrypting, when the
N data components are stored in different storage areas of N
participating nodes of the block chain network, addresses of
storage areas of the N participating nodes of the block chain
network in which the N data components are respectively
stored by using respective public keys of the N participating
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nodes among the plurality of participating nodes of the block
chain network to encrypt addresses of storage areas of the N
participating nodes of the block chain network in which the
N data components are respectively stored when the N data
components are stored in different storage areas of the N
participating nodes of the block chain network; and trans-
mitting access right information, using the block chain
network, to the plurality of participating nodes of the block
chain network, wherein the access right information indi-
cates the data acquiring node has a right to access the
requested data and the encrypted N addresses, and the
respective public keys of the N participating nodes are
different from each other.
5. The communication method according to claim 4,
wherein
when each of the participating nodes receives from the
data acquiring node a data acquiring request that
requests acquisition of the data,
each of the plurality of participating nodes:
confirms that the data acquiring node has a right to
access the data by using the access right information;
decrypts the encrypted N addresses with an own private
key; and
transmits an address obtained by the decryption to the
data acquiring node.
6. The communication method according to claim 5,
wherein
the data acquiring node uses addresses received from two
or more of the plurality of participating nodes to
acquire corresponding data components from the stor-
age areas.
7. The communication method according to claim 6,
wherein
when the data is divided into N data components by using
a Shamir’s secret sharing scheme so that the data can be
reproduced from K data components among the N data
components, the data acquiring node reproduces the
data by obtaining K or more data components from the
storage regions by using addresses received from K or
more of the plurality of participating nodes.
8. The communication method according to claim 4,
wherein
the data is encrypted with a public key of the data
acquiring node before the data is divided into N data
components.
9. The communication method according to claim 4,
wherein
the data is encrypted with a common key before the data
is divided into N data components, and
the common key is encrypted with a public key of the data
acquiring node and is transmitted to the data acquiring
node.
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