
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

29
8 

19
0

A
3

��&����������
(11) EP 2 298 190 A3

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(88) Date of publication A3: 
30.03.2011 Bulletin 2011/13

(43) Date of publication A2: 
23.03.2011 Bulletin 2011/12

(21) Application number: 10010026.2

(22) Date of filing: 21.02.2001

(51) Int Cl.:
A61B 17/115 (2006.01) A61B 17/072 (2006.01)

A61B 17/11 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AT BE CH CY DE DK ES FI FR GB GR IE IT LI LU 
MC NL PT SE TR
Designated Extension States: 
AL LT LV MK RO SI

(30) Priority: 22.02.2000 US 510927

(62) Document number(s) of the earlier application(s) in 
accordance with Art. 76 EPC: 
01911011.3 / 1 259 173

(71) Applicant: Tyco Healthcare Group LP
Mansfield, MA 02048 (US)

(72) Inventor: Whitman, Michael, P.
New Hope
PA 18938 (US)

(74) Representative: Maschio, Antonio
Edwards Angell Palmer & Dodge Innovations LLP 
10 Carlton Crescent
Southampton
SO15 2EZ (GB)

(54) An electromechanical driver and remote surgical instrument attachment having computer 
assisted control capabilities

(57) A medical tool comprising an electromechanical
driver (100) and a surgical instrument attachment (200)
for use in invasive surgery, including a handle (102) cou-
pled to a flexible sheath (104) which is in turn coupled to
a surgical attachment. The handle of the driver includes
the electromechanical driver and at least one processor
element (140) which controls the actions of the electro-

mechanical driver, and therefore the application ele-
ments of the surgical attachment, based on information
relayed between the processor element and remotely ac-
tivateable sensor (150,152) assemblies in the surgical
instrument attachment.
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