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(54) Nasal mask for treating sleep breathing disorders, such as sleep apnea

(57) A nasal mask for treating sleep breathing disor-
ders, such as sleep apnea comprising a base element
(1), a cover element (2) comprising an opening (4), and
an intermediary element (3) with two nasal nozzles (5),
said intermediary element (3) sealingly arranged be-
tween said base element (1) and said cover element and
(2), with the nasal nozzles (5) projecting outwardly

through the opening (4), at least said intermediary ele-
ment (3) and said base element (1) defining an internal
volume (6) for the gas, each of said nasal nozzles (5)
having an orifice (11) in fluid communication via an inter-
nal passage (10) with said internal volume (6), and con-
nection means (7, 8) for connecting the cover element
(2) to the base element (1), and maintaining said cover
element (2) integral with said base element (1).
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Description

�[0001] The present invention concerns a nasal mask
for the administration of a gas to the nasal cavities of a
user, i.e. a human being, especially for treating sleep
apnea or similar sleep breathing disorders.
�[0002] Continuous Positive Airway Pressure (CPAP)
or Noninvasive Positive Pressure Ventilation (NPPV) can
be used for treating sleep apnea or similar sleep breath-
ing disorders.
�[0003] Air or any other breathable gas is supplied by
a blower or similar of an apparatus that delivers pressu-
rized gas to a nasal mask that is arranged on the patient’s
face, the pressurized gas being convoyed by means of
a flexible conduit linking said apparatus to the mask.
�[0004] Some existing nasal masks used in such treat-
ments of sleep breathing disorders comprise gas- deliv-
ery nozzles are designed and sized for being inserted
into the nasal passages of the patient to be treated, i.e.
in its nostrils.
�[0005] Such nasal mask generally includes a relatively
rigid body with a pair of nozzles in the form of nasal pil-
lows, nasal prongs, cannula or nasal puffs, that are
mounted on the rigid.
�[0006] The nasal mask is held in place on the patient’s
face using a headgear assembly that can be adjusted so
as to increase the comfort of the patient, in particular for
taking into account the morphology of the patient’s face.
Examples of such nasal mask are disclosed in the fol-
lowing documents: WO-�A-�01/89381, WO-�A-
2004/073778, EP- �A-�1481702, EP-�A-�1317940, EP-�A-
1317941 and EP-�A-�1646910.
�[0007] However, there are several problems that re-
main unsolved by the existing mask configurations.
�[0008] A first problem is linked to the differences in
terms of sizes and/or of forms of the head of several
patients. Indeed, as easily understandable, a mask can
perfectly match the face of a patient, i.e. leading to a
sealed insertion of the nozzles in the patient’s nostrils,
but, in contrast, result in leaks for another patient having
a different morphology.
�[0009] A second problem is linked to the accumulation,
in the internal body of the mask, of mucous, liquid and/or
solid secretions or similar coming from the nostrils of the
patient during the use of said mask. The existing masks
are not easily to clean for removing these secretions and
similar corporal wastes, which leads, in some cases, in
a frequent need for replacement of the mask that is too
dirty to be used, albeit recommended cleanings.
�[0010] A third problem concerns the number and po-
sition of the gas inlets used for introduce under-�pressure
gas in the mask. Usually, a nasal mask comprises only
one central gas inlet or two lateral gas inlets situated on
each side of the mask. However, having only a central
or two lateral gas inlets is not sufficient as the patient
should be able to connect the tubing elements where is
the most convenient or comfortable for him. In other
words, it should be possible to introduce the gas, centrally

or laterally, in the mask and this is not possible with the
known devices.
�[0011] A fourth problem is, on one hand, to avoid over-
pressures of gas fed into the mask and, in the other hand,
to allow an efficient venting of the CO2-containing gases
expired by the patient, even if some of the venting holes
are accidentally clogged, for instance, due to the position
adopted by the user when sleeping.
�[0012] In view of that, a first goal of the present inven-
tion is to provide an improved nasal mask that could be
easily adapted for taking into account the morphology of
the patient’s.
�[0013] A second goal of the invention is to provide an
improved nasal mask that could be easily cleaned for
removing any corporal secretions accumulated into the
internal body so as to decrease the frequency of replace-
ment of said mask, i.e. to increase its life time.
�[0014] A third goal of the invention is to provide an
improved nasal mask that is light to carry and easy to
manufacture, especially a mask that can be made of
molded parts, preferably of polymeric materials.
�[0015] A fourth goal of the invention is to provide an
improved nasal mask that can be used for treating various
sleep breathing disorders, especially sleep apnea, and
that can be connected to any existing breathing appara-
tus suitable for delivering a pressurized gas having a
pressure and other characteristics compatible with the
treatment of said sleep breathing disorders.
�[0016] A fifth goal of the invention is to provide an im-
proved nasal mask in which the gas can be introduced
centrally as well as laterally.
�[0017] A sixth goal of the invention is to provide an
improved mask in which several venting passages are
located in preferably at least two different sites, thereby
providing a better controlled gas-�leak and gas venting
toward the exterior of the mask.
�[0018] A solution according to the present invention is
a nasal mask comprising a base element, a cover ele-
ment comprising an opening, and an intermediary ele-
ment with two nasal nozzles, said intermediary element
sealingly arranged between said base element and said
cover element and, with the nasal nozzles projecting out-
wardly through the opening, at least said intermediary
element and said base element defining an internal vol-
ume for the gas, each of said nasal nozzles having an
orifice in fluid communication via an internal passage with
said internal volume, and connection means for connect-
ing the cover element to the base element, and maintain-
ing said cover element integral with said base element.
�[0019] The mask according to the present invention
can further comprise one or more of the following addi-
tional features :�

- the base element comprises a central opening and
two lateral openings, said central opening and two
lateral openings communicating with the internal vol-
ume.

- the central opening and the two lateral openings
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have an identical size, in particular a same diameter.
- the intermediary element comprises a peripheral

border, preferably conformed like a skirt, as a sealing
means cooperating with the base element and the
cover element.

- the cover element comprises first connection means
and the base element comprises second connection
means, said first and second connection means co-
operating together so as to maintain the cover ele-
ment integral with at least said base element.

- a first closing element is arranged said central open-
ing of the base element so as to prevent any gas
circulation between the internal volume and the ex-
terior of the mask via said opening.

- a second closing element is arranged in another one
of said two lateral openings of the base element so
as to prevent any gas circulation between the internal
volume and the exterior of the mask via said opening.

- a gas- �feeding element is connected to the last of
said central opening and two lateral openings so as
to feed gas carried by said gas-�feeding element to
the internal volume.

- the second closing element and/or the gas-�feeding
element comprise one or several venting passages
for allowing a controlled gas-�leak toward the exterior
of the mask through said venting passages.

- the closing element and/or the gas-�feeding element
comprise several venting passages arranged in a
circle configuration around the periphery of said el-
ements.

- the closing element comprise several venting pas-
sages arranged in the bottom of said element.

- each of said first closing element, second closing
element and gas- �feeding element comprises a tubu-
lar-�shaped end having an external diameter slightly
less than the internal diameter of said central open-
ing and two lateral openings of the base element so
as to be able to be inserted into said openings, and
comprising first fixing means cooperating with sec-
ond fixing means arranged in said openings so as
to maintain each said elements in position in said
openings when the tubular-�shaped end of said ele-
ment is inserted into one of said openings.

- the first fixing means and second fixing means com-
prise an annular wall and an annular groove coop-
erating together, preferably the annular wall is ar-
ranged on the external surface of the tubular- �shaped
end and the annular groove is arranged in the open-
ings.

- it further comprises a headgear assembly connected
to the base element so as to maintain the mask in a
desired position on a user’s head when the nasal
nozzles are inserted into the user’s nostrils.

- the base element is rotatory connected to the head-
gear assembly.

- a part of the base element comprises a recess por-
tion configured and sized for lodging at least a part
of the peripheral sealing border of the intermediary

element.
- the ends of said nasal nozzles carrying the orifices

are conformed and sized so as to sealingly engage
with the nostril conducts of a user when said nozzles
are positioned in said user’s nostrils, preferably the
ends of said nasal nozzles have a conical or a tron-
conical shape.

- it is made of polymer.
- the headgear assembly comprises two elongated

arms each connected, on one hand, to the base el-
ement and, on the other hand, to a headgear com-
prising one or several straps or similar that is posi-
tioned on the user’s head.

- each of the arms of the headgear assembly compris-
es a flexible portion located in the vicinity of the con-
nection site of each arm to the base element, i.e. at
a distance of less than 4 cm from the connection site,
preferably less than 2 cm.

�[0020] A preferred embodiment of a nasal mask ac-
cording to the present invention is shown on the enclosed
Figures, among which :�

- Figure 1 represents the nasal mask of the invention
in position on the face of a patient,

- Figure 2 is an exploded view of the different parts of
the mask of Figure 1,

- Figure 3 is similar to Figure 2,
- Figure 4 is an enlarged view of the mask showing

the closing elements and the gas-�feeding element
plugged-�in,

- Figures 5 and 6 are different views of the mask of
Fig. 1,

- Figures 7 and 8 illustrate a particular embodiment of
the gas-�feeding element,

- Figure 9 is another view of the mask of Figure 4, and
- Figures 10 to 13 represent another embodiment of

the headgear useable with the nasal mask of the
present invention.

�[0021] As shown on Figure 2, according to a first pos-
sible embodiment, the nasal mask of the present inven-
tion comprises a base element 1, a cover element 2 and
an intermediary element 3 that is taken "in sandwich"
between the base element 1 and the cover element 2.
�[0022] The base element 1 forms the main body of the
mask that receives the gas to be administrated to the
patient’s nostrils.
�[0023] The intermediary element 3 comprises a pair of
nasal nozzles 5 having each a central and internal con-
duct 10 for convoying the gas and an orifice 11 at their
distal end, i.e. the end that has to be introduced in the
patient nostrils as shown on Figure 1.
�[0024] The cover element 2 comprises a central open-
ing 4 that receives the nozzles 5 of the intermediary el-
ement 3. More precisely, the nasal nozzles 5 project out-
wardly through the central opening 4 of the cover element
2, when the cover element 2 is positioned and fixed on
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the intermediary element 3.
�[0025] Further, connection means 7, 8 cooperating to-
gether are arranged on the cover element 2 and on the
base element 1 for connecting the cover element 2 to the
base element 1, and maintaining them integral to each
other.
�[0026] For instance, the cover element 2 can comprise
first connection means 7, such as lips, portions of wall,
recesses in wall or similar, whereas the base element 1
can comprise second connection means 8, such as lips,
portions of wall, recesses in wall or similar, that cooperate
together so as to maintain the cover element 2 integral
with at least said base element 1, and the intermediary
element 3 in a fixed position between them as explained
below.
�[0027] The fact that the nasal mask of the present in-
vention comprises three elements that are detachably
connected together, i.e. the base element 1, the cover
element 2 and the intermediary element 3, solve several
existing problems, i.e.:�

- on one hand, the problems linked to the differences
in terms of sizes and/or of forms of the nostrils of
several patients, as the nozzles 5 are part of the in-
termediary element 3, said intermediary element 3
can be easily changed and replaced by another one
that fits more precisely the sizes and forms of the
nostrils of each patient.

- and, on the other hand, the other problems linked to
the accumulation, in the internal body of the mask,
of mucous, liquid and/or solid secretions or similar.
Indeed, again, as the three elements 1, 2, 3 are de-
tachably connected together, the internal parts of the
mask can be easily cleaned by dissociating these
three elements and cleaning them.

�[0028] In order to avoid any gas leaks between these
three elements 1, 2, 3 during the use of the mask, i.e.
when under-�pressure gas circulates in the mask body,
the intermediary element 3 is sealingly arranged between
the base element 1 and the cover element and 2.
�[0029] The sealing function can be obtained thanks to
a peripheral border or skirt 9 acting as a sealing means,
in particular a sealing membrane, that is arranged at the
periphery of the intermediary element 3 and which coop-
erates with the base element 1 and the cover element
and 2. More precisely, the base element 1 comprises a
recess portion 26 at its periphery that is configured and
sized for lodging at least a part of the peripheral border
9 of the intermediary element 3, when the intermediary
element 3 is positioned on the base element 1. The cover
element 2 can be positioned on the intermediary element
3 and fixed to the base element 1 by means of the con-
nection means 7, 8, as explained above, so that the pe-
ripheral border or skirt 9 is crushed by the mechanical
pressure exerted on it by the cover element 2, as the
border 9 of the intermediary element 3 is taken "in sand-
wich" and pressed/ �squeezed between the cover element

2 and the recess portion 26 of the base element 1, thereby
obtaining and ensuring the desired gas tightness.
�[0030] As the peripheral border 9 should be crushed
to get gas tightness, it is preferably formed of a soft ma-
terial, such as a soft polymer or similar. The other com-
pounds are preferably made of a rigid polymeric material
in order to allow a better assembly of the different com-
ponents of the mask.
�[0031] Actually, the intermediary element 3 and the
base element 1 are configured so as to define between
them, an internal hollow volume 6 for the gas, i.e. an
internal volume 6 through which the pressurized gas,
such as air, introduced into the mask and inspired by the
patient during the inspiration phases will circulates, as
well as the CO2-rich gas expired by the patient during
the expiration phases and that should be vented to the
atmosphere.
�[0032] The nasal nozzles 5 of the intermediary element
3 are in fluid communication via their internal passage
10 with said internal volume 6 so to allow a circulation of
gas between the internal volume 6 of the mask and the
patient’s nostrils, and vice versa.
�[0033] In order to ensure efficient gas exchanges, the
distal ends of the nasal nozzles 5 carrying the orifices 11
are conformed and sized so as to sealingly engage with
the nostril conducts of the user when said nozzles 5 are
positioned in said user’s nostrils, preferably the ends of
said nasal nozzles 5 have a conical or a tronconical shape
as represented on Figure 2 and Figure 5.
�[0034] In order to address the problem linked to the
number and position of gas inlets used for introducing
under-�pressure gas in the mask, the base element 1 com-
prises a central opening 12 and two lateral openings 13,
14, each communicating with the internal volume 6 so
as to be able to introduce gas into the mask through any
one of these openings. In other words, arranging three
openings 12, 13, 14 in the base element 1 allows intro-
ducing the gas either centrally through the central open-
ing 12, or laterally, i.e. from right or left, laterally through
the lateral opening 13, 14.
�[0035] Advantageously, the central opening 12 and the
two lateral openings 13, 14 have an identical size, in par-
ticular a same diameter, for instance a diameter from
about between 5 mm and 25 mm.
�[0036] In the embodiment shown on Figure 2, a first
closing element 15 is arranged in the central opening 12,
whereas a second closing element 16 is arranged in one
14 of the lateral openings 13, 14 of the base element 1
so as to prevent any gas circulation between the internal
volume 6 and the exterior of the mask through said central
opening 12 and lateral openings 13. Further, a gas-�feed-
ing element 17, connected to a gas conduct 30 as shown
on Figure 1, is connected to the remaining lateral open-
ings 13 so as to feed gas under pressure, such as pres-
surized air, to the internal volume 6 of the mask body.
�[0037] Figure 4 is similar to Figure 2 and 3, expect that,
in this case, the gas-�feeding element 17 has been
plugged-�in the central opening 12, whereas the first clos-
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ing element 15 is plugged in on of the lateral openings
13, 14 of the base element 1
�[0038] The closing element 15, 16 can have a shape
and configuration as represented on Figure 3. In other
words, they can be made of a cylindrical hollow body
having a length from between 5 to 30 mm, and a diameter
from about between 5 and 25 mm, which is closed at one
of its ends by a bottom 27. Said bottom 27 comprises an
external annular surface 28 forming for instance a kind
of ring around the cylindrical hollow body that comes in
abutment against the end periphery 29 of the openings
12, 13, 14 in which it is plugged in so as to limit the depth
of penetration into the openings 12, 13, 14 of the cylin-
drical hollow body constituting the closing element 15,
16. However, the first closing element 15 and the second
closing element 16 do not necessarily have exactly the
same shape.
�[0039] Preferably, the first closing element 15, the sec-
ond closing element 16 and the gas- �feeding element 17
have a similar tubular- �shaped end 21 as shown on Fig-
ures 2, in order to be plugged into any one of the openings
12, 13, 14, as represented by the arrows of Figure 3.
�[0040] Thus, the tubular- �shaped end 21 of these plug-
in components has an external diameter slightly less than
the internal diameter of said central opening 12 and of
the two lateral openings 13, 14 of the base element.
�[0041] As shown of Figure 3, a similar external annular
surface 28 is preferably arranged on the peripheral sur-
face of the gas-�feeding element 17, which has also a
generally cylindrical hollow body, so that this external
annular surface 28 comes in abutment against the end
periphery 29 of the openings 12, 13, 14 in which the gas-
feeding element 17 is plugged in and thus limit the course,
i.e. the penetration length of said gas-�feeding element
17 into the openings.
�[0042] Of course, even if external annular surface 28
forms preferably a ring around the periphery of the closing
element 15, 16 and of the gas-�feeding element 17, it can
have other shapes, for example formed of a discontinued
ring or one or several nipples or abutments.
�[0043] Anyway, to avoid over-�pressures due to a too-
elevated pressure level of the gas fed in the internal vol-
ume by the gas-�feeding element 17 and, during expira-
tion, to obtain an efficient venting of the expired gas at
least some, but preferably all of the first closing element
15, second closing element 16 and gas-�feeding element
17 comprise several venting passages or ports 37, pref-
erably having calibrated diameter�(s), that are communi-
cating with the ambient atmosphere thus allowing a con-
trolled gas-�leak and gas venting toward the exterior of
the mask through said venting passages or ports 37.
�[0044] In a first embodiment, venting passages 37,
preferably having a calibrated diameter, are arranged in
the mask body, such as in the wall of the base element
1 as shown, for instance, on Figures 2, 4 and 9, so that
the internal volume 6 can be in fluid communication with
the ambient atmosphere through this/ �these venting pas-
sages 37.

�[0045] Additional venting passages or ports 20, pref-
erably having also a calibrated diameter, are arranged
in circle �(s) through the wall and around the periphery of
the cylindrical hollow body of said elements 16, 17 as
visible on Figure 2 and 3. Said venting passages 20 can
provide an air flow, in particular when venting passages
37 are accidentally clogged, thanks to the shape of de-
fectors 36. For instance, such venting passages 37 and
20 can have diameter from between 0.2 and 5 mm.
�[0046] The additional venting passages 20 and the
venting passages 37 provide a controlled gas-�leak and
gas venting toward the exterior of the mask.
�[0047] Further, in the goal of maintaining each said
components 15, 16, 17 in position in the openings 12,
13, 14, once they have been plugged-�in, i.e. when the
tubular-�shaped end 21 of said element 15, 16, 17 is in-
serted into one of said openings 12, 13, 14, first fixing
means 22 are on the tubular-�shaped ends 21 of the plug-
in components 15, 16, 17 cooperates with second fixing
means 23 arranged in the openings 12, 13, 14.
�[0048] Preferably, the first and second fixing means
22, 23 comprise an annular wall and an annular groove
cooperating together, preferably an annular wall 22 is
arranged on the periphery of the external surface of the
tubular-�shaped end 21 and an annular groove 23 is ar-
ranged in the wall of the openings 12, 13, 14 in such a
way that each annular wall 22 enters into a corresponding
annular groove 23, so as to ensure tight fastening of the
plug- �in components 15, 16, 17 into the openings 12, 13,
14.
�[0049] For efficiently positioning and maintaining the
mask in a desired position on a user’s head, when the
nasal nozzles 5 are inserted into the user’s nostrils, the
mask is equipped with a headgear assembly 24, 25, 38
connected to the base element 1 as shown on Figure 1.
Preferably, the headgear assembly 24, 25, 38 is rotatory
connected to the base element 1 so as to ensure a better
positioning of the nozzles 5 in the nostrils of the user.
�[0050] Said headgear assembly 24, 25, 38 comprises
two elongated arms 24, 25 each connected, on one hand,
to the base element 1 of the mask body and, on the other
hand, to a headgear 38 comprising one or several straps
or similar that is positioned on the user’s head.
�[0051] In order to increase the flexibility and the elas-
ticity of the headgear assembly 24, 25, 38 and thus to
allow a better positioning of said headgear assembly 24,
25, 38 on the user’s head, the arms 24, 25 each comprise
a flexible portion 35, as shown on Figure 5, located close
to the connection site of each arm 24, 25 to the base
element 1 of the mask body. The flexible portion 35 can
be obtained in locally decreasing the thickness of the arm
24, 25, i.e. in shaping one or several grooves in these
arms 24, 25. In other words, the arms 24, 25 are more
rigid than the flexible portion 35 of each arm. The flexible
portion 35 allows to, at least partially, solve the problem
of patients having different head morphologies.
�[0052] Further, the end 39 of each arm 24, 25 of the
headgear assembly 24, 25, 38 are conformed to be easily
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coupled to the base element 1. For instance, they can
have hollow circular 40 ends 39 as show on Figure 2,
having a size and a shape that match the size and the
shape of the extremities of the base element 1 where
they are linked/�connected. Such a circular or semi- �circu-
lar configuration allows obtaining a rotatable connection
of the headgear assembly on the base element 1.
�[0053] In order to deflect the air flows vented by the
additional venting passages 20 arranged around the pe-
riphery of the cylindrical hollow body of elements 15, 16,
17, as shown on Figure 3, the end 39 of each arm 24, 25
of the headgear further comprises a gas deflector 36.
�[0054] The deflectors 36 are made for instance in the
wall of end 39 of each arm 24, 25 as shown on Figure 2
and configured so as deflect the gas flow vented by the
additional venting passages away from the user.
�[0055] Preferably, the deflectors 36 are arranged such
as to divert the gas flow vented through additional the
venting passages 20 through the opening 41 especially
when the venting passages 37 are accidentally clogged
(see Fig. 2).
�[0056] Figures 5 and 6 are different views of the mask
of Fig. 1. As one can see on Figure 5, the orifices 11 of
the nasal nozzles 5 have preferably an oval section, i.e.
a non circular section, so as to better fit with the internal
conducts of the nostrils.
�[0057] Figures 7 and 8 illustrate a particular embodi-
ment of the gas-�feeding element 17, wherein no gas is
vented through the venting holes 20 of said gas-�feeding
element 17 when it is plugged in the central opening 12
of the base element 1 (Fig. 7), but a gas venting takes
place when it is plugged in the lateral openings 13, 14
(Fig. 8).
�[0058] Indeed, it could be desired, in certain cases, to
prevent any gas venting via the venting holes 20 of the
gas- �feeding element 17 when it is plugged in the central
opening 12, but not when the same element 17 is plugged
in the lateral openings 13, 14.
�[0059] To solve this problem, the positioning of the
venting holes 20 arranged in the gas-�feeding element
17, the positioning of the annular ring 28 on the external
periphery of the gas-�feeding element 17, and the shape
of the internal wall 31 of the central opening 12 are chosen
such that the venting holes 20 are closed by a portion 32
of the internal wall 31 of the central opening 12 when the
gas- �feeding element 17 is inserted into said central open-
ing 12 of the base element 1 in such a way that the ex-
ternal annular surface 28 of the gas- �feeding element 17
comes in abutment against, i.e. in contact with, the end
periphery 29 of the central opening 12, thereby prevent-
ing any gas venting or leaks through the venting holes
20, i.e. from inside the gas- �feeding element 17 toward
the atmosphere.
�[0060] In contrast, as represented on Figure 8, when
the gas-�feeding element 17 is plugged in either of the
lateral openings 13, 14, the internal wall 33 of said lateral
openings 13, 14 is configured so as to have a hollow
space 34 facing the venting holes, i.e. between a portion

of the internal wall 33 and the area of the periphery of
the gas-�feeding element 17 carrying the venting holes
20, said hollow space 34 communicating with the atmos-
phere through the opening 41 so that some gas can be
vented to the atmosphere (see Arrow on Fig. 8).
�[0061] Furtermore, Figures 10 to 13 represent another
embodiment of the headgear assembly 24, 25, 38 use-
able with the nasal mask of the present invention, wherein
each arm 24, 25 is connected or linked, on one hand, to
an elastic element 43 that is itself connected to the head-
gear 38 (see Figure 13) and, on the other hand, to the
base element 1 of the mask body as in the previous em-
bodiment of Figure 5, for instance.
�[0062] Actually, as visible on Figure 12, each elastic
element 43 is elongated and hollow, and each arm 24,
25 is inserted into said hollow elastic element 43 and
maintained therein by fixing means, such as a hook 42
arranged at the end 45 of each arm 24, 25, as illustrated
on Figures 11 and 13.
�[0063] In other words, each elastic element 43 forms
a sleeve 44 that is sized to receive an arm 24, 25. The
elastic element 43 can be made of an elastic or extensible
fabric, band or similar, for instance a fabric comprising
rubber threads.
�[0064] The nasal mask of the invention can be fed with
pressurized gas, such as pressurized air, delivered by a
medical ventilator or similar that is adapted for the treat-
ment of sleep apnea or similar sleep breathing disorders.

Claims

1. Nasal mask comprising : �

- a base element (1), a cover element (2) com-
prising an opening (4), and an intermediary el-
ement (3) with two nasal nozzles (5),
- said intermediary element (3) sealingly ar-
ranged between said base element (1) and said
cover element and (2), with the nasal nozzles
(5) projecting outwardly through the opening (4),
- at least said intermediary element (3) and said
base element (1) defining an internal volume (6)
for the gas, each of said nasal nozzles (5) having
an orifice (11) in fluid communication via an in-
ternal passage (10) with said internal volume
(6), and
- connection means (7, 8) for connecting the cov-
er element (2) to the base element (1), and main-
taining said cover element (2) integral with said
base element (1).

2. Mask according to claim 1, characterized in that
the base element (1) comprises a central opening
(12) and two lateral openings (13, 14), said central
opening (12) and two lateral openings (13, 14) com-
municating with the internal volume (6).
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3. Mask according to claim 1 or 2, characterized in
that the central opening (12) and the two lateral
openings (13, 14) have an identical size.

4. Mask according to any of the preceding claims, char-
acterized in that the intermediary element (3) com-
prises a peripheral border (9) as a sealing means
cooperating with the base element (1) and the cover
element (2).

5. Mask according to any of the preceding claims, char-
acterized in that the cover element (2) comprises
first connection means (7) and the base element (1)
comprises second connection means (8), said first
and second connection means (7, 8) cooperating to-
gether so as to maintain the cover element (2) inte-
gral with at least said base element (1).

6. Mask according to any of the preceding claims, char-
acterized in that : �

- a first closing element (15) is arranged in one
of said central opening (12) and two lateral open-
ings (13, 14) of the base element (1) so as to
prevent any gas circulation between the internal
volume (6) and the exterior of the mask via said
opening,
- a second closing element (16) is arranged in
another one of said two lateral openings (13, 14)
of the base element (1) so as to prevent any gas
circulation between the internal volume (6) and
the exterior of the mask via said opening,
- a gas- �feeding element (17) is connected to the
last of said central opening (12) and two lateral
openings (13, 14) so as to feed gas carried by
said gas- �feeding element (17) to the internal vol-
ume (6).

7. Mask according to any of the preceding claims, char-
acterized in that said closing element (16) and/or
said gas-�feeding element (17) comprise several
venting passages (20) arranged in a circle configu-
ration around the periphery of said elements (16, 17).

8. Mask according to any of the preceding claims, char-
acterized in that a part (26) of the base element (1)
comprises a recess portion (26) configured and sized
for lodging at least a part of the peripheral sealing
border (9) of the intermediary element (3).

9. Mask according to any of the preceding claims, char-
acterized in that each of said first closing element
(15), second closing element (16) and gas-�feeding
element (17) comprises a tubular-�shaped end (21) : �

- having an external diameter slightly less than
the internal diameter of said central opening (12)
and two lateral openings (13, 14) of the base

element (1) so as to be able to be inserted into
said openings (12, 13, 14), and
- comprising first fixing means (22) cooperating
with second fixing means (23) arranged in said
openings (12, 13, 14) so as to maintain each
said elements (15, 16, 17) in position in said
openings (12, 13, 14) when the tubular-�shaped
end (21) of said element (15, 16, 17) is inserted
into one of said openings (12, 13, 14).

10. Mask according to claim 9, characterized in that
the first fixing means (22) and second fixing means
(23) comprise an annular wall and an annular groove
cooperating together, preferably the annular wall
(22) is arranged on the external surface of the tubu-
lar-�shaped end (21) and the annular groove (23) is
arranged in the openings (12, 13, 14).

11. Mask according to any of the preceding claims, char-
acterized in that it further comprises a headgear
assembly (24, 25, 38) connected to the base element
(1) so as to maintain the mask in a desired position
on a user’s head when the nasal nozzles (5) are in-
serted into the user’s nostrils.

12. Mask according to any of the preceding claims, char-
acterized in that the base element (1) is rotatory
connected to the headgear assembly (24, 25, 38).

13. Mask according to any of the preceding claims, char-
acterized in that the headgear assembly (24, 25,
38) comprises two elongated arms (24, 25) each
connected, on one hand, to the base element (1)
and, on the other hand, to a headgear (38) compris-
ing one or several straps or similar that is positioned
on the user’s head.

14. Mask according to any of the preceding claims, char-
acterized in the base element (1), the cover element
and (2) and the intermediary element (3) are detach-
ably connected together.

15. Mask according to any of the preceding claims, char-
acterized in that each of the arms (24, 25) of the
headgear assembly (24, 25, 38) comprises a flexible
portion (35) located in the vicinity of ends (39) of the
arms (24,25).

16. Mask according to any of the preceding claims, char-
acterized in that at least one gas deflector (36) is
arranged at the end (39) of at least of the arms (24,
25) to deflect the gas flow vented through the addi-
tional venting passages (20), preferably the deflec-
tors (36) are arranged such as to divert the gas flow
vented through said additional venting passages
(20), especially when venting passages (37) are
clogged.
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