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(57) Abstract

The present invention relates to a surgical drain fabric and surgical drain device and surgical sponge for providing
a channel of exit or discharge (5) from a wound or wound cavily and, more specifically, a woven surgical drain fabric,
woven surgical drains, and woven surgical sponges having finished longitudinal edges useful for drawing wound drainage
out of a patient’s body. Preferably, the surgical drain fabric, surgical drains, and surgical sponges are woven with
conductive yarns and nonconductive yarns (1 and 2) so as to provide enhanced drainage characteristics. The fabric, drains,
and sponges prepared in accordance with the invention minimize the danger of sluffing and linting and other
disadvantages asssociated with previous surgical drain and sponge materials.
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Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet)

This international report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. Claims Nos.:
D because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box II Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
Please Sece Extra Sheet.

1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable

claims.

2. @ As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment

of any addtional fee.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers

only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is

restricted to the invention frist mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest.
D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet(1))(July 1992)«



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT International application No.
PCT/US92/03706

BOX II. OBSERVATIONS WHERE UNITY OF INVENTION WAS LACKING

This ISA found multiple inventions as follows:

Group I, claims 1-17, drawg to a woven surgical drain, classified in class 604, subclass 355.

Group II, claims 18-32, drawn to a woven surgical sponge, classified in class 128, subclass 798.

Group III, claims 33, 35 and 38, drawn to a method of making a surgical drain, classified in class 428, subclass 36.1.
Group IV, claims 34, 38, drawn to a method of making a surgical drain, classified in class 428, subclass 36.9.

Group V, claim 36, drawn to a method of draining a wound, classified in class 128, subclass 898.

Group VI, claim 37, drawn to a method of absorbing surgical discharge, classified in class 128, subclass 898.
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