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NETWORKED DEVICE CONTROL ARCHITECTURE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS
This application is related to and claims priority from U.S. Provisional Patent
Application No. 60/622,008 to Vardi et al., entitled "Networking Architecture," filed

October 27, 2004, and incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to control systems in general, and more

particularly to control systems for networked devices.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
Systems that control multiple devices and appliances, such as home automation
systems, typically provide limited interoperability between devices and ap\pliances from
different manufacturers and require custom programming for their integration mto the
control system. Such system often employ proprietary protocols rather than industry
standard protocols and require physical in-wall wiring to connect devices and appliances to

a central processor. This makes an installation in existing environments costly and

difficult.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides an architecture for controlling multiple devices
and appliances in an environment, such as the home, that allows for rapid installation, easy
setup, and maintenance. The present invention employs industry-standard protocols, such
as TCP/IP and UPnP™, offers wireless connectivity, and a distributed system for
scalability, employing multiple controllers that may each function independently. The
present invention also provides for integration and bridging between network-ready
devices and non-network ready devices, such as where non-UPnP™ apphances are
integrated into a UPnP™-based home network.

In one aspect of the present invention a networked device control system 1S
provided including a plurality of networked device controllers operative to implement a

protocol of automatic device discovery and control, at least one non-protocol-complant
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device connected to any of the controllers and not configured for use with the protocol
prior to being connected to the controller, and a management unit operative to generate any
of an interface and a control element associated with any of the devices, establish a proxy
configured for use with the protocol and operative to control the non-protocol-complhant
device, and configure any of the controllers with the interface and control element
generated for the device connected to the controller.

In another aspect of the present invention the management unit 1s operative to
configure any of the controllers to which the non-protocol-compliant device is attached to
act as the proxy.

In another aspect of the present invention the proxy is operative to translate a
protocol-compliant command 1nto a command for controlling the non-protocol-compliant
device, and send the translated command to the non-protocol-compliant device.

In another aspect of the present invention the protocol 1s the UPnP™ protocol.

In another aspect of the present invention a networked device control system 1s
provided including a plurality of networked device controllers operative to implement a
protocol of automatic device discovery and control, at least one protocol-compliant device
connected to any of the controllers and configured for use with the protocol prior to being
connected to the controller, at least one non-protocol-compliant device connected to any of
the controllers and not configured for use with the protocol prior to being connected to the
controller, and a management unit operative to generate any of an interface and a control
element associated with any of the devices, establish a proxy confi gured for use with the
protocol and operative to control the non-protocol-compliant device, and configure any of
the controllers with the interface and control element generated for the device connected to
the controlier.

In another aspect of the present invention the management unit 1s operative to
configure any of the controllers to which the non-protocol-compliant device is attached to
act as the proxy.

In another aspect of the present invention the proxy is operative to translate a
protocol-compliant command into a command for controlling the non-protocol-compliant
device, and send the translated command to the non-protocol-compliant device.

In another aspect of the present invention the protocol 1s the UPnP™ protocol.
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In another aspect of the present invention a method is provided for networked
device control, the method including deploying a plurality of networked device controllers
operative to implement a protocol of automatic device discovery and control, connecting at
least one non-protocol-compliant device to any of the controllers and not configured for
use with the protocol prior to being connected to the controller, generating any of an
interface and a control element associated with any of the devices, establishing a proxy
configured for use with the protocol and operative to control the non-protocol-compliant
device, and configuring any of the controllers with the interface and control element
generated for the device connected to the controller.

In another aspect of the present invention the method further mcludes
configuring any of the controllers to which the non-protocol-compliant device is attached
to act as the proxy.

In another aspect of the present invention the generating step includes defining
a non-protocol-compliant device type, including a command set, a communication
protocol, and an interface, and generating the proxy from the definition.

In another aspect of the present invention the method further includes
translating a protocol-compliant command into a command for controlling the non-
protocol-compliant device, and sending the translated command to the non-protocol-
compliant device.

In another aspect of the present invention a method is provided for networked
device control, the method including deploying a plurality of networked device controllers
operative to implement a protocol of automatic device discovery and control, connecting at
least one protocol-compliant device to any of the controllers and configured for use with
the protocol prior to being connected to the controller, connecting at least one non-
protocol-compliant device to any of the controllers and not configured for use with the
protocol prior to being connected to the controller, generating any of an interface and a
control element associated with any of the devices, establishing a proxy configured for use
with the protocol and operative to control the non-protocol-compliant device, and
configuring any of the controllers with the interface and control element generated for the

device connected to the controller.
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In another aspect of the present invention the method further includes
configuring any of the controllers to which the non-protocol-compliant device is attached
to act as the proxy.

In another aspect of the present invention the generating step includes defining
a non-protocol-compliant device type, including a command set, a communication
protocol, and an interface, and generating the proxy from the definition.

In another aspect of the present invention the method further includes
translating a protocol-compliant command into a command for controlling the non-
protocol-compliant device, and sending the translated command to the non-protocol-
compliant device.

In another aspect of the present invention a method is provided for
communicating UPnP™ commands to a non-UPnP™-compliant device, the method
including converting a control specification of a non-UPnP™-compliant device imto a
mapping between at least one non-UPnP™ command and at least one UPnP™ command,
creating an instance of a UPnP™ device to receive UPnP™ commands and output a
corresponding command to the non-UPnP™-compliant device, looking up a UPnP™
command in the mapping, and sending a corresponding command to the non-UPnP™-
compliant device.

In another aspect of the present invention the control specification is that of
any of a serial, IR, relay, I/O, or USB device.

In another aspect of the present invention the converting step includes
converting into an xml-based format.

In another aspect of the present invention the method further includes
receiving a command from the non-UPnP™-comphant device, looking up a UPnP™
command in the mapping corresponding to the received command, and sending the
UPnP™ command to a UPnP™ controller.

In another aspect of the present invention the creating step includes creating
the UPnP™ device for a subsystem to which multiple sub-appliances are connected, the
UPnP™ device having one UPnP™ service for each sub-appliance type, and each of the

UPnP™ services having separate references for each of the sub-appliances.
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In another aspect of the present invention the method further includes
translating a UPnP™ command into a command, sending the command to the subsystem
together with an identifier of any of the subappliances to which the command is directed.

In another aspect of the present invention the method further includes
automatically assigning an interface element with any of the commands, and upon the
interface element being activated, performing the lookup and sending steps with respect to
the command associated with the interface element.

It is appreciated throughout the specification and claims that references to
UPnP™ may refer to the UPnP™ protocol or any other protocol that provides for
discovering, communicating with, and controlling devices and appliances within a
computer network environment.

It is appreciated throughout the specification and claims that references to
“devices” and “appliances” without further qualification are interchangeable and refer to
electrical devices, whereas references to “UPnP™ devices” refer to a UPnP™ protocol

term.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention will be understood and appreci ated more fully from the
following detailed description, taken in conjunction with the drawings in which:

Fig. 1A is a simplified conceptual illustration of a networked device control
architecture, constructed and operative in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the
present invention,

Fig. 1B, which is a simplified conceptual illustration of various functional
aspects of the networked device control architecture of Fig. 1A, constructed and operative
in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present invention;

Fig. 2A is an exemplary implementation of the architecture of Fig. 1A,
constructed and operative in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present
invention;

Fig. 2B is a simplified flowchart illustration of an exemplary method of
operation of the system of Fig. 2A, operative in accordance with a preferred embodiment

of the present invention;
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Fig. 3 is an exemplary implementation of a control box physical intertace,
constructed and operative in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present
invention;

Fig. 4 is an exemplary implementation of a mini control box physical
interface, constructed and operative in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the
present invention;

Fig. 5 is an exemplary implementation of a touch controller, constructed and
operative in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present invention;

Fig. 6A is a simplified block diagram of an exemplary implementation of a
control box, constructed and operative in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the
present invention,

Fig. 6B shows the Ethernet device of Fig. 6A 1n greater detail;

Fig. 6C shows the serial devices of Fig. 6A 1n greater detail;

Fig. 6D shows the USB devices of Fig. 6A 1n greater detail;

Fig. 6E shows the cardbus interface of Fig. 6A 1n greater detail;

Fig. 6F shows the optional PCI slot of Fig. 6A in greater detail;

Fig. 6G shows the X10 device of Fig. 6A 1n greater detail;

Fig. 6H shows the dry contacts of Fig. 6A 1n greater detail;

Fig. 7 is a simplified block diagram of an exemplary implementation of a mini
control box, constructed and operative in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the
present invention,

Fig. 8 is a simplified block diagram of an exemplary implementation of a touch
controller, constructed and operative in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the
present invention;

Fig. 9A is a simplified conceptual illustration of an exemplary modular design
of software for use with the architecture and systems of the present invention, constructed
and operative in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present invention;

Fig. 9B is a simplified flowchart illustration of an exemplary method for
graphical interface screen generation for use with the architecture and systems of the
present invention, operative in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present

invention;
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Figs. 9C and 9D show an exemplary project properties dialog for use In
configuring the present invention;

Figs. 9E and 9F show an exemplary project structure dialog for use In
configuring the present invention;

Figs. 9G — 91 show an exemplary Add Device wizard for use in configuring the
present invention, |

Fig. 97 shows an object action dialog for use in configuring the present
invention;

Fig. 9K is a template selection dialog for use n configuring the present
invention;

Fig. 9L is an object notification dialog for use in configuring the present
invention;

Fig. 9M is a task definition dialog for use in configuring the present invention;

Fig. 9N is a conditions management dialog for use in configuring the present
invention;

Figs. 90 and 9P are device condition selection dialogs for use in configuring
the present invention;

Figs. 9Q — 9S are device task dialogs for use m configuring the present
invention;

Fig. 9T is an automation management dialog for use i configuring the present
invention;

Fig. 10 is a simplified control point flow diagram, constructed and operative in
accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present invention;

Figs. 11A and 11B are simplified conceptual diagrams showing dial-up remote
access control of the present invention;

Fig. 12 is a simplified flow diagram of a method for communication with a
serial device, operative in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present
invention;

Fig. 13 is a simplified flow diagram of a method for communication with a
subsystem, operative in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present invention;

and
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Fig. 14 is a simplified block diagram of a media server architecture,
constructed and operative in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present

invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Reference is now made to Fig. 1A, which is a simplified conceptual illustration
of a networked device control architecture, constructed and operative in accordance with a
preferred embodiment of the present invention. In Fig. 1A, one or more networked device
controllers, such as a control box 100 and a mini control box 102, communicate with each
other via a network, such as a local area network (LAN) 104 which may be a Wi-Fi
network, with one or more controllers, such as a touch controller 106, and with one or
more interfaces, such as a large touch panel interface 108, a small touch panel interface
110, a PC interface 112, a TV interface 114, and a PDA interface 116. Communication
with any of the control boxes, controllers, and interfaces is provided via one or more
remote access terminals 118, such as a personal computer, which may be connected to
AN 104 via a network 120, such as the Internet. The architecture of Fig. 1A provides
access to and control of a) audio and video content streaming, such as between PCs,
televisions, stereos, cable boxes, and other media points, b) computing devices, ¢)
network-based resources, such as those accessible via the Internet, and d) electronic
devices, such as appliances, lighting, and thermostats, using standardized network
communications protocols, such as Universal Plug and Play (UPnP™), in a networking
environment.

UPnP™ or similar protocols such as Rendezvous™ are preferably used to
provide interoperability between electronic devices, including home appliances, and
computing devices in a network environment. There are five basic steps involved In
UPnP™ Networking: addressing, discovery, description, control and eventing. These steps
allow a device to dynamically connect to a local IP-based network, advertise 1ts
functionality or be discovered by other elements (i.e., control points) on the network. After
a control point has become aware of a device's capabilities and obtained the relevant access
permission, it may control the device by sending an action request to the device, which
may respond with an appropriate event message containing the names of one or more state

variables and the current value of those variables. Implementation and other aspects of the
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architecture of Fig. 1A are described in greater detail hereinbelow with reference to Figs.
1B - 8.

A system based on the architecture of Fig. 1A may be installed in various
environments, such as in a home environment, and controlled with management software,
such as that which is described in greater detail hereinbelow with reference to Figs. 9A -
14. Such software may be used to provide project configuration and management and
personalized interface creation. System interfaces may be displayed via any device with
browser capabilities, including PCs, TV screens, PDAs, touch panels and mobile/cellular
telephones.

Reference is now made to Fig. 1B, which is a simplified conceptual illustration
of various functional aspects of the networked device control architecture of Fig. 1A,
constructed and operative in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present
invention. Fig. 1B depicts the architecture of Fig. 1A in terms of its hardware elements,
generally designated 130, and its management software, generally designated 150.
Hardware elements 130 preferably include a hardware reference design 132 including
embedded systems controlled by a operating system 134, such as Linux, which in turn
control UPnP™ device drivers 136, and a media renderer 138. Hardware elements 130 are
preferably accessed via an interface 142, such as a web browser via a management device
component 140. Management software 150 preferably includes a desktop management
application 152 including a control screen builder 154, an automation manager 156, such
as may be adapted for home automation, and a project manager module 158. When taken
together, hardware elements 130 and management software 150 preferably provide
universal remote control capabilities, digital audio/video distribution, environment
automation, such as of the home environment, project configuration and maintenance, and
configuration wizards, as will be described in greater detail hereinbelow.

Reference is now made to Fig. 2A, which is an exemplary implementation of
the architecture of Fig. 1A, constructed and operative in accordance with a preferred
embodiment of the present invention. In Fig. 2A a control box 200 is shown connected to
a camera 202, such as via a USB connection, a DVD player 204, such as via an infrared
(IR) connection, a lamp 206, such as via an X10 connection, and a fan 208, such as via an
electrical switch. Contro! box 200 is also shown connected to a television 210, such as via

a serial connection. Control box 200 may be configured with on-board hardware and
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software capabilities providing an automation server 212, which may serve as a primary or
backup automation server, a web server 214, a media renderer 216, and a management
device 218, any of which may be accessed via an interface provided on television 210. A
mini control box 220 is also shown connected to a plasma television 222 (via seral), a
stereo 224 (via IR), and a video camera 226 (via Firewire 1394a). Both control box 200
and mini control box 220 are shown connected to a UPnP™ network 228, while control
box 200 is also shown connected to an IP network 230, such as the Internet, through which
remote access to control box 200, and, by extension, to the entire system of Fig. 2A, may
be provided. A touch panel interface 232 is shown connected to a lamp 234 (via X10), a
stereo 236 (via IR), and a fan 238 (via an electrical switch), and is in wireless
communication with network 228. A PC interface 240 is also shown in communication
with network 228, and is shown configured with a management device 242, a media server
244, a control point 246, and management software 248. Management software 248
preferably includes a project manager 250, an automation manager 252, and a screen
builder 254. A PDA interface 260 is also shown in wireless communication with network
228.

Management devices 218 and 242 may be implemented as UPnP™ devices for
the device controllers (i.e., control box, pc). Its main purpose is to function as the gateway
to the device controller, providing information services about the device controller
capabilities (e.g., number of ports, available disk space, etc.) and providing management
capabilities (e.g., uploading configuration files, interface screens, etc.) Additionally, the
management devices may incorporate utility services, providing access to the specific
device controller's hardware and software environment (e.g., adjust brightness on touch
panel, switch alpha-blending on control box, etc.)

In the example shown, control boxes 200 and 220 provide physical connections
to home appliances and host software which manage the use of the appliances. Control
boxes 200 and 220 have physical interfaces to various types of connectors found 1n target
devices, an function as a bridge between a UPnP™ compliant network and non-UPnP™
compliant, legacy systems and appliances. Control boxes 200 ;md 220 may be

implemented using the following commercially-available hardware components:
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e Hitachi SH4 — a CPU optimized for integration into small-sized processing devices.
Main attributes include high MTBF (mean time between failures), low power
consumption, and significantly lower price than the equivalent Intel X86;

e Sigma Designs 8621L — a companion chip that supports the main processor, providing
additional support for superior audio and video performance;

e Nand Flash 64mb Memory (on board) — Expansion can be realized via a Flash MMC
slot and may accommodate commercially-available MMC card sizes.

Control boxes 200 and 220 may include any of the following connectors:

e 802.11 a/b/g upgradeable Wi-F1 components;

e High Speed USB 2.0 ports;

e FireWire 1394a interface, including power management support;

e Fast Ethernet (100 Mbps);

e Serial interfaces RS232/422/485,;

e X110 Interface;

e IR Interfaces - transmitters and receivers;

e General purpose 1/O.

Reference is now made to Fig. 2B, which is a simplified flowchart illustration
of an exemplary method of operation of the system of Fig. 2A, operative in accordance
with a preferred embodiment of the present invention. In the method of Fig. 2B, an
environment, such as a home environment, includes UPnP™.-enabled and non-UPnP™-
enabled devices and appliances, and is configured by installing multiple control boxes and
interfaces (e.g., touch panels) and connecting them to a router, either via a wired
connection or wirelessly, such as where the router servers as a wireless access point. A
computer, such as a desktop-based personal computer, is also connected to the router and 1s
configured with management software described in greater detail herembelow. The
management software is then used to define an environment management pro ject, where
the environment is divided into one or more zones, where each control box is assigned to
zone, although a zone may have more than one control box. Non-UPnP-enabled
appliances may then be connected to the various control boxes. The management software
is then used to define a UPnP™ device to act as a proxy for each non-UPnP™ appliance.
connected to a control box. UPnP™-enabled devices may also be connected to the router,

such as via wireless access. Interfaces and other control elements, such as commands, are
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then defined for controlling each attached device, either automatically, where the
management software automatically generates interface screens and other control elements
from predefined templates and device definitions (e.g., hirc infrared format), or as
otherwise may be defined and provided by the user. The device interfaces and other
control elements are then uploaded to the control boxes to which the devices are
connected.

It will be appreciated that the steps of the method of Fig. 2B may be carried out
in a different order than shown, such as where the various devices are connected to control
boxes only after the project, zones, interfaces, and control element are defined. It will
further be appreciated that references to "control box" herein may apply to control boxes
and anything that includes any function subset of a control box, such as a mini control box,
a touch controller, or another computing device configured to act as a control box, such as
where a PC acts as a control box for a connected senal apphance.

Reference is now made to Fig. 3, which is an exemplary implementation of a
control box physical interface, constructed and operative in accordance with a preferred
embodiment of the present invention. In Fig. 3 a control box physical interface 300 1s
shown having multiple connectors and interfaces, including Ethernet, Wi-Fi, IR, Seral,
/O, USB, audio, Video and PCI interfaces, for connecting to various electrical devices,
such as including home appliances. These physically connected devices can be operated
and controlled from different control points within the home network environment, such as
via PCs, LCD touch panels, PDAs, or remote control devices, as well as remote control
points, such as mobile phones, remote PCs, and landline-based phones The control box
receives the commands from control points over the home network, translates them mto
commands that the target device understands or actions that can otherwise be implemented
upon the target device, and redirects the command to the target device or performs the
action upon the target device.

Reference is now made to Fig. 4, which is an exemplary implementation of a
mini control box physical interface, constructed and operative in accordance with a
preferred embodiment of the present invention. In Fig. 4 a mini control box physical
interface 400 is shown having multiple connectors and interfaces, typically having fewer

connectors than the control box of Fig. 3.
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Reference is now made to Fig. 5, which is an exemplary implementation of a
touch controller, constructed and operative in accordance with a preferred embodiment of
the present invention. In Fig. 5 a touch controller 500 is shown having a touch screen
interface 502, which may be an LCD touch panel. Controller 500 typically may have the
same internal hardware as that of the mini control box, including the physical connectors
for connecting to external devices. Controller 500 preferably contains an integrated power
supply within the chassis of the touch controller and is preferably wall-mountable.

Referring now to Figs. 2 — 5, the present invention provides a distnbuted
processing architecture, where each control box 1s responsible for the processing of control
and automation tasks related to the devices connected to it. This approach allows for
additional control boxes to be added to an existing system without overloading the entire
system.

Each control box is preferably controlled by a control operating system
(Control OS), being cross-platform, portable system software that, analogous to an
operating system, acts as a broker between the hardware and the software applications and

services. The Control OS preferably includes the following features:
e New device discovery and attachment, including the distribution of new configuration

and user interface data to the entire project;

e Cross-platform user interface generator;

e Standard UPnP™ media server and media renderer for Microsoft Windows™ and
Linux operating systems, allowing distribution of digital content to audio/video
devices;

e UPnP™ control point, including a small portable stack for Linux operating systems;

e UPnP™ device templates including support for serial RS232/422/485, USB, and IR.
Referring again to Fig. 2A, management software 248 may be implemented as

a Microsoft Windows™-based software application, which facilitates the creation,

maintenance and management of device control interfaces and profiles. Management

software 248 preferably provides the following:
e Definition and installation of a networked device control project, such as in an
automated home environment, that allows users to configure the project according to

their specific Non-UPnP™ appliances and subsystems as well as UPnP™ appliances;
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o Interface screen generation — Every device participating 1n the project needs to be
controllable. The screen generator allows users to create the control interface which
appears on control points throughout the house, in a way that fits the size, resolution
and other attributes of each control point;

e Live software updates, online support and troubleshooting.

Media server 244 is preferably implemented as a UPnP™ device that provides
audio/video content (i.e., media) to other UPnP™ devices on the network. It 1s based on
the UPnP™ AV Architecture Framework and exposes its content via the Content Directory
service. As such, the media server 244 can preferably handle any specific type of media,
data format, and transfer protocol, and expose a wide-variety of content such as MPEG-1, -
2 and -4 video, CD audio, MP3 and/or WMA audio, JPEG images, and other media to the
network in a uniform and consistent manner.

Users interact with the system via an interface, such as is provided by TV
interface 210, touch panel interface 232, PDA interface 260, an PC interface 240. The user
interface allows users to interact with the system, preferably via a web browser which run
on control boxes 200 and 220 and/or on the interface devices themselves. The interface
resources may be stored on any of the hardware elements and are served by web server
214,

Automation manager 252 creates and manages scheduled automation pro ject
tasks. Automation server 212 may be hosted by a control box, connected PC, or touch
panel, and may be implemented as a service/daemon.. Scheduled automation tasks may
include commands, such as Microsoft Windows™ commands, scripts, UPnP™ commands,
as well as other tasks. A scheduled task may also be associated with a date/time event.

Automation manager 252 is a visual tool designed to create and manage all
aspects of the automation project. Automation manager 252 is fully integrated with
management software 248 and preferably functions as the main automation management
interface. Alternatively, a limited automation manager may be provided via the user
interfaces (i.e., TV, touch panel, PDA, etc.).

UPnP™ network 228 typically includes one or more UPnP™ devices, being a
container of services and nested devices. For example, a VCR device may include a tape
transport service, a tuner service, and a clock service. A TV/VCR combo device would

include not just services, but nested devices as well. Different categories of UPnP™
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devices may be associated with different sets of services and embedded devices. For
example, services within a VCR will be different than those within a printer. The set of
services that a particular device type may provide is typically captured in an XML-based
device description document that the device UPnP™ hosts. In addition to the set of
services, the device description also lists properties associated with the device, such as the
device name and associated 1cons.

Being the smallest unit of control in a UPnP™ network, a .service exposes
actions and models its state with state variables. For example, a clock service may be
modeled as having a state variable, current_time, which defines the state of the clock, and
two actions, set time and get_time, thrdugh which the service may be controlled.
Similarly to the device description, this information is typically part of an XML-based
service description. A pointer to these service descriptions, such as a URL, is contained
within the device description document.

A service in a UPnP™ device is typically associated with a state table, a
control server and an event server. The state table models the state of the service through
state variables and updates them when the state changes. The control server receives action
requests, such as set_time, executes them, updates the state table, and returns responses.
The event server publishes events to interested subscribers anytime the state of the service
changes. For example, a fire alarm service may send an event to interested subscribers
when its state changes to “ringing.”

A control point in a UPnP™ network, such as control point 246, 1s a controller
capable of discovering and controlling other devices. After discovery, a control pomnt may:
o retrieve the device description and get a list of associated services;

e retrieve service descriptions for each service;

e invoke actions to control the service;

e subscribe to the service’s event source. Anytime the state of the service changes, the
event server may send an event to the control point.

Exemplary implementations of elements of the present invention are now
described. While specific hardware components may be referred to by manufacturer and
model, such references are provided for illustration purposes only, and it will be
appreciated that the present invention is not limited to the specific hardware components

mentioned.



10

15

20

25

30

WO 2006/046247

CA 02589065 2007-05-31
PCT/IL2005/001124

16

Reference is now made to Fig. 6A, which is a simplified block diagram of an
exemplary implementation of a control box, constructed and operative in accordance with a
preferred embodiment of the present invention. In Fig. 6A a CPU is shown, such as an
Hitachi SH4 SH7751R processor having a 330Mhz core clock with 590MIPS capability. A
main peripheral bus is shown, which may be is a standard 33bit, 33 MHz PCI that is
preferably capable of supporting at least four devices with no bridge. The control box
preferably supports at least one standard PCI board that can be added to the control box via
a standard PCI slot. An audio and video possessor is also shown, such as a Sigma Designs
model 8621L, with MPEG-1/2/4 capabilities. The implementation of Fig. 6A typically

includes the following features:

e Card Bus support enabling 802.11b/a/g standards;

e S-Video and composite input and output for the video;

e RCA Left/Right and SPDIF for the audio;

e Fast Ethernet 802.3 (10/100Mbps) and 802.11a/b/g;

e Two USB 2.0 connectors;

e One IR receiver and eight IR transmitters;

e Six optional inputs from external devices and four dry contact relay connections;
e Four connectors for RS-232, RS-422 and RS-485 serial protocol support.

Reference is now made to Figs. 6B — 6H, which describe elements of Fig. 6A
in greater detail.

In Fig. 6B the Ethemnet device of Fig. 6A is shown in greater detail, which may
be a LAN91C111, commercially-available from Davicom Semiconductor Inc., 1s shown
connected to the ISA Bus, preferably in synchronous mode provided by the CPU. The
Ethernet interface preferably operates at a working speed of 10/100MBPS and complies
with the 802.3 standard. The Ethernet device provides an interrupt signal, which is shared
with the USB device.

The control box of Fig. 6A preferably provides multiple serial interfaces, such
as five serial interfaces as shown in Fig. 6C supporting one RS-232 Console, two RS-232
ports, one RS-232/RS-422 port, and one RS-232/485 ports, all of which are preferably

generated by a single device. This device functions as a bridge between the serial protocol
and the local bus, which may be an SH-4 ISA local bus. The device provides a MAC
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address and additional PHY for each serial connection in order to generate the physical
signaling level.

An RS-232 Console driver is preferably provided to provide recogmtion
indications and interrupts are supported by the interface.

The RS-232 port is preferably supported by the serial port driver and provides
standard data transfer rates. There are two RS232 serial ports that are fully compatible with
the RS232 protocol.

The RS-485 port is preferably supported by the serial port driver and 1s fully
compatible with the RS485 protocol. Its functionality as RS-232 can be set at boot time.

The RS-422 port is preferably supported by the serial port driver and 1s fully
compatible with the RS422 protocol. Its functionality as RS-232 can be set at boot time.

The operating system preferably interfaces with the device via the ISA bus.
The generated interrupt signal may be shared by all sernal ports and preferably causes a
voltage transition from low to high which pulls down the INT_UART signal generating the
interrupt. The UART interrupt may be shared with the PCI slot interrupt and the operating
system determines which device generated the interrupt. The operating system may access
the entire device internal register.

There are preferably four additional controlling signals, nCSA — nCSD, where
each signal acts as the chip select for the serial interfaces. The operating system preferably
generates the CS signal and a Reset signal for the serial interface device.

Additionally, two selectors generated from GPIO are the serial PHY selector
that set the two line standard RS-232/RS-422 and RS-232/RS-485. The settings are
preferably determined via software.

The circuit attached to the physical serial connector is one of the PHY’s with
the selection line. A TL16C554A, commercially-available from Texas Instruments Inc.

may be connected from top to bottom as shown in Fig. 6A as follows:

e RS-232/RS-285
e RS-232/RS-244
e RS-232
e RS-232

The console is connected to the SH-4 UART port as shown 1n Fig. 6A.
The USB device of the control box of Fig. 6A may be implemented as shown
in Fig. 6D, connected to the PCI Bus and providing four master ports capable of providing
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USB 2.0 connectivity. The USB device may be a VT6202/VT6212, commercially-
available from VIA Technologies, Inc. Each of the USB ports may generate an interrupt.
The USB controller preferably includes a power monitoring device that monitors the
voltage and current provided to the connector and disconnects the power in case of over
current. A USB driver is also provided that preferably supports USB 1.1 and USB 2.0 with
speeds of up to 480 Mbat/sec.

The cardbus interface of the control box of Fig. 6A may be implemented as
shown in Fig. 6E, such as a TI PCI1510, commercially-available from Texas Instruments,
Inc., supporting a 32bit, 33MHz single slot cardbus dedicated to the Wi-Fi interface
supporting 802.11a/b/g. Preferably, any third-party Wi-F1 card may be inserted into the
slot. The support card bus (32 bit) and PC card (16 bit) preferably support hot swapping
and are fully compatible with the PC Card and Card Bus specifications.

An optional PCI slot may be provided with the control box of Fig. 6A and may
be implemented as shown in Fig. 6F, supporting one 32 bit, 33 MHz single slot Standard
PCI board. Any third-party card can be inserted into the slot. The standard PCI slot 1s
preferably provided, connected to the first interrupt, and shared with the senal controller.

An X10 device may be provided with the control box of Fig. 6A and may be
implemented as shown in Fig. 6G. The X10 hardware preferably supports the X10 PHY
where three signals control the X10 protocol. The interrupt generated by the X10 device 1S
preferably shared. The X10 device driver is preferably compatible with the X10 protocol.

The control box of Fig. 6A preferably includes one or more input signal
indicators that are connected to a input voltage comparator that provides the threshold
point and the transaction to TTL logic levels. Dry contacts are preferably provided and are
controlled by GPIO, such as the four dry contacts shown by way of example in Fig. 6H. A
driver is provided that enables recognition and reads each input status. It controls the relays
by writing and reading from a dedicated register.

The control box of Fig. 6A preferably includes an IR receiving device
connected either to the SH-4 data bus (D0) or to the interrupt-enabled pin. A driver 1s
provided that supports the IR receiver, and the operating system samples the IR receiver
either by polling or by interrupt. The operating system, which preferably incorporates an
open source device driver handling the IR communication, such as LIRC, preferably

allows reading from this port.
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The control box of Fig. 6A preferably supports multiple Tx IR transmutters,
where each has an associated driver that is able to control one device. The signaling 1s
derived from GPIO. Typically, only one IR device will be active at any given time. The
driver provides access for each IR driver. The software 1s preferably bundled with the
LIRC kernel space driver and provides TX access through the /dev/lirc device.

The control box of Fig. 6A preferably employs an audio/video processing chip,
such as a Sigma Designs EM8621L single-chip audio/video decoder for MPEG-1, MPEG-
2 MP@HL, and MPEG-4 Advanced Simple Profile Level 5 (without Global Motion
Compensation) formats. The EM8621L is designed specifically for applications 1n
advanced set-top appliances including optimization features for tightly embedded
applications such as TV/PDP integration, A/V streaming, progressive DVD playback,
Video-on-Demand (VOD), Personal Video Recording (PVR) and Picture-in-Picture (PIP).
The EM8621L derives from a common architecture, and shares a common set of core
features related to video and audio decoding, stream processing, video processing and
display, and memory and I/O support. In addition, the devices support numerous popular
media formats including DVD-Video, Superbit DVD, DVD Audio, SVCD, VCD1 x,
VCD2.0, CD/CD-R/CD-RW (audio, JPEG, MP3 and MPEG-4 AVI files). The devices also
support ISMA MPEG-4 streaming format and MPEG-4 over MPEG-2 transport streaming.

The EM8621L can decode multiple simultaneous MPEG programs, based on
source format and resolution, including:

e SD (720x576p or less): Two MPEG-4 programs
o SD (720x576p or less): Three MPEG-2 programs

When decoding multiple MPEG programs, each program may be treated
differently. One may be played normally, a second program might be used for picture-in-
picture and a third program might be output to a second TV or VCR.

The EM8621L hardware and accompanying software support many popular
MPEG-based video and audio media formats. The device supports DVD-Video, Superbit
DVD, VCD 1.x and 2.0, SVCD, DVD-Audio, CD/CD-R/CD-RW (audio, JPEG, MP3 and
MPEG-4 AVI files). The EM8606L includes hardware CSS decryption and supports DVD-
Video CSS procedural specifications. It also fully supports DVD-Video control features
such as 16:9 and 4:3 aspect ratios, letterboxing, pan and scan, multiple angles, 3:2

pulldown, up to 8 language sound tracks, and 32 subtitle settings.
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The EM8621L includes a DSP-based audio decoder. The decoder can support
the following audio formats:

e DVD-Audio with Meridian Lossless Packing (MLP) option
e Dolby Digital 5.1 (Group A)

e MPEG-1 Layers | and 2

e MPEG-1 Layer III (MP3) .

e MPEG-4 AAC (Low Complexity, 5.1 channels)

e Windows Media Audio

e 16-bit Linear PCM

Audio services required for digital TV applications are also supported. The
audio decoder uses three 12S digital audio output interfaces for 5.1 channel support, and a
S/PDIF serial output.

The EM8621L device is connected to the PCI Bus as the fourth device and all
communication is done thru this channel. An additional device for the video input signal
interfaces the EM8621L via the digital video port and is controlled by 12C bus provided by
the EM8621L processor. The interrupt generated by the EM8621L 1s shared with the X10
and Input IR.

The driver supponé all features provided by the EM8621L processor and
provides an X-server on the graphic device via the I2C bus to the video-in device. The
driver is written to work with the Sigma Mono Media Player which handles all audio,
video, and image media streaming.

The control box of Fig. 6A preferably includes software that supports muitiple
media formats, including:

e DVD-Video, Superbit DVD, DVD-Audio, SVCD (IEC 62107-2000), VCD 1.x and 2.0
e DVD-R, DVD-RW, DVD+R, DVD+RW (conditional, no CPRM)

e Audio CD, CD-R, CD-RW, Compact Flash

e WMA, JPEG, MP3 and MPEG-41 AVT files

e Picture CD (JPEG files).
The control box of Fig. 6A preferably includes software that supports multiple

audio formats, including:
e MP3 and MPEG-4 AVI
e DVD-Audio with Meridian Lossless Packing (MLP) option
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Dolby Digital 5.1 (Group A)

MPEG-1 Layers 1 and II

MPEG-1 Layer III (MP3)

MPEG-4 AAC (Low Complexity, 5.1 channels)
Windows Media Audio

16-bit Linear PCM
The control box of Fig. 6A preferably includes software that supports multiple

video formats, including:

DVD-Video
Superbit DVD
VCD 1.x and 2.0
SVCD

DVD-Audio, CD/CD-R/CD-RW (audio, JPEG, MP3 and MPEG-4 AVI files
The control box of Fig. 6A preferably includes software that supports multiple

streaming formats, including:

ISMA (Internet Streaming Media Alliance) MPEG-4
MPEG-2, MPEG-4, MPEG-4 over MPEG-2 Transport

Input data rates (each program)
The control box of Fig. 6A preferably includes software that supports multiple

video decoding standards, including:

MPEG-1, MPEG-2, MP@ML
MPEG-4 Advanced Simple Profile Level. Rectangular shape video decoding up to

720x576, support for B Pictures, data partitioning support for error resiliency, up to 4
objects decoded in CIF Resolution.

DVD-Video and Superbit DVD

CSS decrypﬁon

16:9 and 4:3 playback, letterbox, 3:2 pull-down
Multiple angles and sub-picture

Error concealment

The control box of Fig. 6A preferably includes software that supports multiple

video processing capabilities, including:
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e Brightness, color, contrast controls for each output port

e Hardware cursor (4096 pixels, 4 bits per pixel, up to 255 pixels horizontally and
vertically)

e 2D graphics accelerator (up to 75M samples per second operation for most operations)

e Fill: generate a single-color filled rectangle

e Blend: alpha blend one rectangular region onto another

e Move: move a rectangular region to another location

e Replace: modified version of Move

e Line and Rectangle: generate a single-color line or rectangle

e Raster Ops: standard 256 Boolean operations

e 32-bit OSD with flicker filtering and scaling

e Optional deinterlacing of interlaced sources

e Arbitrary scaling of video and OSD up to 1920x1080 pixels

e Alpha mixing of video, cursor and OSD
The control box of Fig. 6A preferably includes software that supports multiple
image formats, including:

e JPEG, PNG, GIF

The control box of Fig. 6A preferably includes software that supports the usage

~ of the Alpha blending feature. The video will be displayed at the S-video Video RCA.

The control box of Fig. 6A preferably includes software that supports decoding
two MPEG-2 or MPEG-4 standard-definition programs simultaneously, enabling support
for Picture-in-Picture (PIP).

The control box of Fig. 6A preferably includes software that supports on-
screen display (OSD) enabling full-screen graphical menus and images to be blended with
the video and subpicture. Preferably, 4 palletized color depths are supported: 2 colors (1
bit per pixel), 4 colors (2 bits per pixel), 16 colors (4 bits per pixel) and 256 colors (8 bits
per pixel). A 256x32 color look-up table (CLUT) may be used to convert the 1-, 2-, 4- or
8-bit code into a 24-bit YCbCr color with 256 levels of alpha blending. A 16-bit per pixel
format is preferably employed to support the following formats: 563 RGB, 1555 ARGB
and 4444 ARGB. 24-bit 888 RGB and 32-bit 8888 ARGB formats are also preferably

supported.
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The EM8621L includes hardware CSS decryption and supports DVD-Video
CSS procedural specifications. It also fully supports DVD-Video control features such as
16:9 and 4:3 aspect ratios, up to 8 language sound tracks, 32 subtitle settings, letterboxing,
pan and scan, multiple angles and 3:2 pulldown.

The control box of Fig. 6A preferably includes 128MB of SDRAM(@ 100MHz
divided into two banks, where each bank has its own chip select (CS2 and CS3
respectively). Nand flash may also be used as storagg, having an AD interface where the
Address, Data, and Command info are run over the same pins.

Reference is now made to Fig. 7, which is a simplified block diagram of an
exemplary implementation of a mini control box, constructed and operative in accordance
with a preferred embodiment of the present invention. The mini control box of Fig. 7 1s
substantially similar to the control box of Fig. 6A, except as shown and as now descnbed.
The mini control box of Fig, 7 preferably includes a CPU core that supports the following
memory types:

o Boot Flash
e SuperAND Flash, 16/32MB on board
e SDRAM 64/128MB On board.

e Expansion Flash MMC type up to 128MB.

A Fast Ethernet 10/100 Mb is preferably supported with a standard RJ-45
connector type. The transceiver is preferably provided on the internal PCI bus provided by
the CPU.

The mini control box is preferably able to interact via wireless LAN (802.11b,
802.11b and 802.11g). The design supports Mini PCI standard in order to support third
party W-LAN on Mini PCI. The antenna preferably supports 2.4G and 5.8G bands.

The mini control box bus preferably controls standalone applications and
allows the connection of expansion devices. The mini control box preferably includes a
transceiver on the internal PCI bus provided by the CPU, and drives 15W of power toward
external devices. The connector may be a six wire type needed to supply the power driving
the driver for the Firewire itself.

The mini control box preferably supports 4 Tx IR transmitters and each driver
is able to control one device. The signaling is derived from the RS-232 DTR signal. Only

one IR device may be active at any given time. The connectors are of the microphone type.
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The mini control box preferably supports one serial port based on the RS-232
protocol (UART) with an. RJ-45 standard connector. The serial port functions as a terminal
or user UART interface according to an on-board jumper selection.

Two dry contact relays capable of driving 1| Ampere may be provided.

The mini control box is preferably capable of receiving signaling from external
devices with single ended wires. The ground connection 1s shared for all four inputs.

The mini control box may have a rated voltage of 0 - 24VDC, an 1nput
impedance of no less then 20KOhm, and a logic threshold of 1.25V.

The mini control box preferably supports Audio In/Out signaling. In addition to
the microphone connector, an optional header may be provided to enable the connection of
a board microphone device. The audio/microphone connection may be selective, resulting
in the disconnection of the microphone where an external microphone is connected.

The mini control box front panel preferably includes the following items:
e Signal IR receiver
e IR receive indictor LED
e Two color status LED connected to an address mapped to latch or Hitachi GPIO
e Power LED.

In addition to the IR receiver, an optional header may be provided to allow the

connection of an off-board IR device.

The mini control box back panel preferably includes the following items:
o 1 Serial connector RJ-45 type according to the standard pin out.
e Dual USB Connector Master Type.
e One audio out Microphone connector.
¢ One audio in Microphone connector
e One Ethernet connector RJ-45 type with activity LEDs built 1n the connector.
e One Firewire connector with six pins, four for signaling and two for the power.
e Four IR connectors (Microphone connector) for external IR transmitter devices.
e Two IO out Relay for the dry contact.
In addition to the microphone connector, an optional header may be provided
to enable the connection of a board microphone device. The audio/microphone connection
is selective resulting in the disconnection of the microphone in case an external

microphone is connected.
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Reference is now made to Fig. 8, which is a simplified block diagram ot an
exemplary implementation of a touch controller, constructed and operative in accordance
with a preferred embodiment of the present invention. The touch controller of Fig. 8 1s
substantially similar to the mini control box of Fig. 7, except as shown and as now
described.

The touch controller includes the general mini control box design, with an
additional LCD controller and LCD display. Preferably, the touch controller uses CSTC
L.CD or Active TFT LCD displays with a resolution of up to 8060x600 (SVGA).

The LCD display preferably includes a touch panel cover which is connected to
the LCD board. The touch panel controller communicates with the LCD controller device
using any suitable means.

The touch controller preferably includes an AC/DC module built nto the wall
plug chassis enabling it to connect directly to a 85-264V AC power line. The power
module is preferably a switching power supply for a standard power line. The output 1s DC
5V up to 3A with standard DC plug. Special power wiring is thus not required to power
the touch controller, although the power module may be connected to a power source, such
as DC 5V. This might be preferable in environments where a 2-wire DC line is already
available and/or where a 100-220V AC power line is not available nearby.

Exemplary methods of operation are now described of aspects of the
architecture and systems described hereinabove. For illustration purposes only, such
methods are described for a home automation project, although it is appreciated that the
present invention is equally applicable in other environments as well.

Reference is now made to Fig. 9A, which is a simplified conceptual 1llustration
of an exemplary modular design of software for use with the architecture and systems of
the present invention, constructed and operative In accordance with a preferred
embodiment of the present invention, and additionally to Fig. 9B, which i1s a simplified
flowchart illustration of an exemplary method for graphical interface screen generation for
use with the architecture and systems of the present invention, operative 1n accordance
with a preferred embodiment of the present invention. Elements of Fig. 9A and Fig. 9B

that are not self-explanatory are described in greater detail herembelow.
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Creating an automation project typically involves with taking the basic layout
of an environment, mapping the environment into one Or MOTe ZONes, adding control
boxes, and attaching devices to the control boxes.

In Figs. 9C and 9D a project properties dialog 1s shown as the first step in
creating an automation project. Each project can be assigned its specific Time Zone
setting, which is preferably stored in a project configuration file. Then, as shown in Fig.
9E, a project structure can be designed by adding one or more zones. This process will
create a graphical user interface (GUI) screen which will link to the zone’s various devices
and control boxes as they are added. A project structure can then be designed by adding
one or more control boxes as shown in Fig. 9F by right-clicking on the project explorer
area on a zone or from the menu or wizard and selecting “Add ControlBox™".

One or more devices, such as a non-UPnP™ appliance, can be connected to the
project by clicking on the project explorer area on a specific control box or from the menu
or wizard and selecting “Add Device”. The term “appliance” is now used to describe any
kind of electrical device or appliance. This process will create a GUI which will provide
access to the functionality of the added device (e.g. Play a CD). Preferably, every time a
device is added to a control box, the zone containing the control box will be automatically
regenerated to provide access to the added device.

Selecting the "Add Device" menu item as shown in Fig. 9G will launch the
Add Device Wizard. Users may choose the type of devices they want to connect to each
control box and operate through the home network, such as is shown in Fig. 9H. The user
can connect to elements such as a control box, IR Devices, Serial Devices, X10, Sub
System, General Purpose devices or Virtual devices.

Once the type of device is established a database window preferably opens as
shown in Fig. 91 containing a list of manufacturers and their models. Each manufacturer
has corresponding models. If the device being added 1s not found in the database the user
can enter a new model and specify the device controllers.

After providing all requested data, the wizard will have all the required
“formation. The added device will then appear in the project tree, the proper template files
will be located, and the application will retrieve the required device command file and

generate the Interface screens.
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An “Automatic GUI Generation for Multiple Target Devices™ feature 1S
preferably provided to provide a GUI for appliances, which are part of the home
automation project as well as project-wide GUI screens that provide access to control
boxes and zones throughout the home. The GUI is updated and/or created automatically for
each display type available to the home automation project when a zone, control box, or
device is added or modified. The user may choose to regenerate any of the existing
terfaces as desired to base the interface on a modified template or even a different skin.

The standard display types supported by default are TV, PC, Touch Panel, and
PDA, but integration with third-party products such as Windows™ Media Center™
Edition 2005 is supported as well. The system preferably detects any additional target
displays as they are added to the system at run-time. The user may add as many additional
display devices as needed and have their GUI generated automatically as well. After the
various GUIs have been created, the user may choose to modify the visual and functional
elements to his/her liking.

At run-time, a user may request to view a specific GUI from a specific display
type. The web server receives an “http get” request with a parameter identifying the display
type on which the requested file is to be rendered and returns the requested GUI display.

In order for the Automatic GUI process to work properly, the following
building blocks are required:

1. Device Command File (e.g., Lirc IR Command file, Serial Command File)

7 Standardized Command names for commonly available device actions (e.g. PLAY,
STOP, ENTER, etc).

3 Generic functions embedded and/or merged into the template that execute standardized
device commands independent of the device type.

4. GUI generation mechanism that merges a template with a standardized Device
Command file to generate a fully functional GUI screen.

The GUI screen preferably provides a simple and consistent layout independent
of the GUI object as defined in the template file. The objects on the template (and
ultimately the GUI screen) may make use of the intrinsic functionality provided by the
GUI objects supported as defined by the Ul language used (i.e., XUL & HTML). The user

may modify any of the properties and/or events to change the visual appearance and/or
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functionality in the Editor after automatic GUI generation, respectively. Alternatively, the

user may make those changes to the template files before automatic GUI generation.

The following tables list typical object attributes/properties.

Window

Feature Name Attribute Name

Skin
Height
Width

Lett

Top

ID
Description

Font

Background
Color

Background
Image

Button
Feature Name

Text
Height
Width

Lett

Top

ID
Description

Font

Background
Color

Background
Image

Frame

Style
Height
Width

Left

Top

Id
Tooltiptext

Font
Color

Image

Attribute Name

Label
Height
Width

Left

Top

Id
Tooltiptext

Font
Color

Image

Feature Name Attribute Name

GUI to

Display

STC

Possible Values |
Existing Skin as defined in a css file linked to the
screen

Integer values between Min-height and max-height
Integer values between min-width — maxwidth
Integer values between 0

Integer values between 0

Any (required)

Any (size limitation) |
Font, size, style (Bold, Italic, Normal) underline,
color

RGB

Any supported file type (e.g. gif, jpg, png)

Possible Values
Any characters (localization is supported by the
browser)

Integer values between Min-height and max-height
Integer values between min-width — maxwidth
Integer values between 0

Integer values between O

Any (required)

Any (size limitation)

Font, size, style (Bold, Italic, Normal) underlme
color

RGB

Any supported file type (e.g. gif, jpg, png)

Possible Values

This content of the frame 1s a separate document.
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Height Height
Width Width

Left Left

Top Top

ID Id
Description  Tooltiptext
Font Font
Background

Color Color
Background

Image Image
Label

Feature Name Attribute Name
Text Label
Height Height
Width Width

Left Left

Top Top

ID Id
Description  Tooltiptext
Font Font
Background

Color Color
Background

Image Image
Image

Feature Name Attribute Name
Height Height
Width Width

Left Left

Top Top

ID Id
Description  Tooltiptext
Font Font
Background

Color Color
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Integer values between Min-height and max-height
Integer values between min-width — maxwidth
Integer values between O

Integer values between O

Any (required)

Any (size limitation)

Font, size, style (Bold, Italic, Normal) underline,
color

RGB

Any supported file type (e.g. gif, jpg, png)

Possible Values

Any characters (Localization is supported by the
browser)

Integer values between Min-height and max-height
Integer values between min-width — maxwidth
Integer values between 0

Integer values between 0

Any (required)

Any (size limitation)

Font, size, style (Bold, Italic, Normal) underline,
color

RGB

Any supported file type (e.g. gif, jpg, png)

Possible Values
Integer values between Min-height and max-height
Integer values between min-width — maxwidth

Integer values between 0

Integer values between 0

Any (required)

Any (size limitation)

Font, size, style (Bold, Italic, Normal) underline,
color

RGB
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Background .

Image Image Any supported file type (e.g. gif, jpg, png)

An event generation mechanism is preferably provided which describes the

“action” a user wishes to perform when interacting with a GUI (e.g., pressing a button).

as executing a script, switching to different screens, or manipulating the visible GUL For
project-wide GUI screens, the template may include links to zones and control boxes. After
automatic GUI generation, the user may modify the existing actions assigned to the
objects, rearrange the order of the selected actions, or remove an action item. For example,
as shown in Fig. 9], if a project includes a Cable Set Top Box with Alias “Yes1” located 1n
the Main Bedroom providing “Muting” functionality, the Automatic GUI generation
process may provide the action “Do “MUTE” on “Yesl” in Main Bedroom, automatically
using the standard command “MUTE”. The user then may modify the action according to
his/her personal needs.

A callback handling mechanism is also preferably provided, allowing for
evented-variables to be displayed and/or processed by the Intertace screen at run-time. For
example, if a project includes a thermostat, the temperature will be the evented variable.
The user wiil be able to see the changing temperature via the user interface in real-time.

An evented-variable may be of type string, range (integer), or allowed-value. If
the selected evented variable is of type string or range, the actual value 1s returned. If the
selected evented variable is of type Allowed-value, the user settings will determine
alternative data for each possible allowed-value. The mapped replacement data will be
associated with the target selection determined above but can be data other than text. For
example, if the template defines a change to the icon of a button, the replacement value can
be a path to an image file.

The notification processing is preferably handled via a screen builder module.
Several objects can receive and manage notifications on evented-variables received from
the control point, including Window, Button, Image, and Label objects. All objects
preferably employ the same mechanism for processing notifications, but differ in the

actions that can be executed when specific conditions are met.
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Referring again to Fig. 9B, the GUI generation process may be understood as
follows. Each control box preterably links to a higher-level list of other control boxes,
referred to as “global main,” which enables the user to access and control the other control
boxes 1n that local project. Each control box also preferably maintains a “private main” list
which enables it to access and control devices attached to it. The “global main™ list and all
the files linked to 1t 1s typically the same on all control boxes. If a zone or a control box is
added to the project, the “global main” 1s preferably updated and distributed to all the
control boxes.

A project-level GUI, referred to as “net main,” 1s preferably automatically
generated. The template of the “net main™ interface preferably includes a main file that has
two types of buttons: a “home™ button that leads to a screen or page which lists all the
zones 1n the home automation project, and “zone” buttons, the pressing of any of which
leads to a file that shows a button for each device as well as all the shortcuts to UPnP™
Subdevices belonging to Subsystems. Subdevices such as dimmers and switches are
elements of a Subsystem such as a Lighting Control Systems or HVAC systems.
Subdevices depend on the Subsystem and may be physically located throughout the
installation environment. The Subsystem manages and controls the subdevices and is
typically installed and wired by custom installer and electricians. The subsystem typically
interfaces with a hardware controller such as a control box via a senal interface allowing a
system based on the present invention to control the subsystem which 1n turn controls the
subdevices.

GUIs are also preferably automatically generated for all defined zones by
looping through all defined devices and creating for each device a button based on the
properties and defined in the template for the control box GUI screens. For example, the
“onCommand” attribute of the button which holds the action command for the GUI object
will, when clicked by the user, open the GUI of the requested device. This is achieved by
preprocessing the address list of the existing devices, creating a button, and assigning the
UPnP™ device address which manages the device to that button’s “onCommand” event.

GUIs are also preferably automatically generated for all defined devices by
searching for an XML defimition having the same name of the device and extracting the
device type name from it (e.g., a Sony wide screen TV model “xyz” is of type “TV™”).

Then, the templates folder, such as 1s shown in Fig. 9K, is searched for the specific device.
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If found, the corresponding template 1s retrieved. Otherwise, a template for a generic
device type is used. In cases where neither has been defined, a general template may be
used.

Using the device name, the corresponding Device Command File 1s retrieved
and parsed to create a device command list. For IR devices, this file preferably
corresponds to the LIRC format (i.e., open-source project). For all other devices using
other connection and communication methods (e.g., senal protocol), a device command
file using a proprietary format may be used. Device command files preferably include
predefined standardized device commands so that commands extracted from the template
will have comresponding commands in the template file.

Once the files have been parsed, the buttons in the template are compared to
the commands list extracted from the device command file. Any buttons that exist in the
template but do not have a counterpart in the device command list may be left without an
"onCommand" action assignment.

In the GUI file, each standardized button preferably has a unique ID identical
to the standardized name. The generic function executed when the user presses the button
sends the standardized command name as a parameter to the system, thus closing the loop
between the GUI and the execution request on the device.

The screen builder preferably does not limit the user to the automatically
generated GUIL The user may, at any time, modify each screen, both visually and
functionally, or create a new screen. A new screen can be designed to control any number
of devices 1n the project. When modifying or creating a new screen, the user can decide on
the overall design of the screen, such as by changing the background, adding buttons,
inserting 1mages and assigning events to new items on the screen.

Notification actions may be assigned to any of the screen builder objects via a
"Notification” tab associated with the respective object, such as is shown in Fig. 9L. The
basic building block of device notifications is the task. A screen builder object may
execute one or more tasks when certain events on the home network occur that meet the set
conditions of the task.

Each task may contain one or more conditions tested against an evented-
variable belonging to a specific device on the network. If the conditions are met, selected

actions are executed.



10

15

20

23

30

CA 02589065 2007-05-31

WO 2006/046247 PCT/IL2005/001124

33

The user may do the following:

e Add a new task, such as by pressing the green "Plus” icon or double-clicking an empty
row as 1s shown in Fig. 9M.

e Edit an existing task by double-clicking the task name to open a Conditions
Management dialog such as 1s shown in Fig. 9N

e, f o

e Delete a task by selecting the task name and pressing the red "x" icon
e Arrange task sequence by pressing the blue "Up" or "Down" arrows

A task condition enables the user to link a device event to the task to be
executed on a spectfic screen builder object. The user may:

e Add a new Condition by pressing the green "Plus” icon or double-clicking and empty
row. This will open a Device Condition selection dialog, such as is shown in Figs. 90
and 9P, depending on the Device Type.

e Edit an existing Condition by double-clicking the condition name to open the

conditions Management dialog, such as 1s shown in Fig. 9P.
e Delete a Condition by selecting the task name and pressing the red "x" icon

e Arrange the Condition sequence by pressing the blue "Up" or "Down" arrows

The task condition is preferably linked to a specific device on the home
network. The condition and possible values are preferably determined (i.e., retrieved from
the device XML specification) as soon as the device from which notifications are to be
received has been selected. The available options may depend on the selected device type
and 1ts connection type. Thus, some devices may offer a specific list of possible events,
while others may provide a possible range of numerical values, such as is shown by way of
example in Figs. 9Q - <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>