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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HENRY WELLs HoLLY, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resis dent of the borough of Brooklyn, city and 
: State of New York, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Sani 
tary Bandages, of which the following is 
a specification. 
The invention relates to bandages, and 

more particularly to that class of such arti 
"cles as are commonly called catamenial 
bandages, though the same may also be em 
ployed as an ordinary surgical bandage, as 

... will be hereinafter more fully explained. 
The object of the invention is to pro 

vide an absorbent bandage, enclosed within a pliable but liquid proof pouch, having 
an opening for exposing the absorbent en 
closure, E. device being provided with 
means for maintaining the pouch and the 
absorbent enclosure in proper relative posi 
tion to each other. 
. The invention consists in the novel con 
struction, arrangement and combination of 
various devices, elements and parts, as set. 
forth in the claims hereof, one form of the 
same being illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings, and described in this specification. 

In the accompanying drawings, 
Fig. I is a perspective view showing the 

invention embodied in a catamenial band 

Fig. 2 is a view showing the same but 
with a portion of the external liquid-proof 
pouch broken away 

Fig. 3 is a top view of a portion of one 
end of the device showing more clearly the 
method of locking the end of the absorbent 
enclosure; and Fig. 4 is a view showing the invention 
applied as an ordinary surgical bandage. 
The invention provides a device which is 

more: specially useful as a catamenial sack 
or bandage, but which is also adapted for 
use, with preferably some modification of 
size and shape, as an ordinary bandage for 
any wound or running sore, as for instance 
in case of vaccination, or in any case where 
it is desired to apply a medicated pad to 
a portion of the body. The present de 
vice is an improvement upon the type of 
bandage shown for instance in the patent 
to E. A. Knieriem, No. 1217,014, dated Feb 
ruary 20, 1917, having a similar pliable 
pouch containing absorbent material, but be 

ing provided with means, which are lacking 
in the Knieriem device, for always maintain 
ing the pouch in proper position over the 
absorbent material. 

In carrying my invention into effect in 60 
the embodiment thereof which I have 
selected for illustration in the accompany 
ing drawings and for description in this 
Specification, I provide a pouch, having an 
enlarged and elongated central portion 10, 65 
which is open at the top, as shown, the 
said opening being preferably of a long and 
narrow or oval shape. From the central 
portion 10 of the pouch extend tapering 
portions 11, terminating in tubular ends 12. 70 
The edges of the rain opening of the pouch, 
as well as the edges of the tubular ends, 
raay be beaded if desired for greater strength 
as well as rigidity, and there may also be 
inserted reinforcing rings in the tubular 5 
ends, but I do not consider these features 
essential. 
The pouch is in a general way similar to 

that shown, for instance, in the Knieriem 
patent above referred to, but differs from 80 
it in the size and shape of the main open 
ing. It has been found in practice that a 
pouch constructed exactly as shown in the 
Knierien patent is unsatisfactory for the 
reason that it does not adapt itself to the 85 
person of the wearer as completely as is 
desired, but that if applied to the body 
of a person of small size, the side edges 
of the main opening are apt to bend out 
wards in such a way as to possibly permit 90 
leakage of any liquid in the pouch. there 
fore consider it important to construct the 
pouch with a larger and wider main open 
ing, or in other words not to provide as 
high side walls to the pouch as in the de- 95 
vice above referred to. 
The pouch is preferably constructed of 

thin soft rubber or the like, so as to be 
liquid proof, elastic and adapted to easily 
fit itself to the curvature of the body, and 100 
soft and non-irritating to the skin. 
The pouch is intended to receive an ab 

sorbent bandage or sanitary napkin, as for 
instance, a gauze strip properly folded and 
containing intermediate its ends a pad of 105 
absorbent cotton or the like. Such a band 
age is shown in the drawings, the middle 
portion, which is exposed by the main open 
ing of the pouch, being designated 20, and 
the thinner end portions, which extend 10 
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through the tubular ends of the pouch, be 
ing designated 18. 
When the device is used as an ordinary 

bandage, as for instance, in case of vac 
cination, the same is placed around the arm 
and the ends 18 may be merely tied, or 
they may be secured in any suitable manner. 
When the device is u as a catamenial 
bandage, the ends 18, may be merely se 
cured to the garments of the wearer in E. 
desired manner, or a supporting belt wit 
dependent straps employed. 
The gauze bandage or absorbent material 

may be easily detached from its support and 
from the pouch when desired and another 
substituted therefor. The pouch, being of 
a water-proof material, may easily be 
cleansed and sterilized. 

It will be obvious that without devices of 
some kind to removably and adjustably se 
cure together the and the absorbent 
material contained therein, the pouch would 
tend to sag down in the middle, the tubu 
lar ends thereof tending to gradually slide 
down upon the napkin and approach each 
other, leaving a dependent portion of the 
pouch which would be more or less out of 
touch with the bandage. It is obviously 
greatly desirable that the same be kept in 
close contact with the bandage, not only 
in order to prevent accumulation of fluid 
in the pouch with possible spilling of the 
same, but also in order to support in a com 
fortable manner for the wearer the inter 
mediate thickened part of the bandage. In 
some of the devices known to the prior art, 
as for instance the device of the EE 
patent above referred to, the absence of any 
provision for this purpose has been found 
to be a serious drawback, and although in 
other devices of the prior art, as for in 
stance that shown in British patent to Dur 
rans, No. 13,361 of 1912, hooks are pro 
vided, with sharp points adapted to engage 
with the bandage, such devices have been 
found uncomfortable and even dangerous to 
the wearer, and otherwise unsatisfactory in practice. 

In the present invention I provide a sim 
ple, efficient, comfortable and safe means 
for maintaining the proper adjustable rela 
tion of the pouch and the absorbent con 
tents as follows: I provide in each tubular 
end of the pouch a slit 14 in the upper sur 
face, through which is passed the end of 
the absorbent pouch 18. T w 
from the inside outward and over the up 
per surface of the tapering end of the pouch 
11, around the outer edge of the tubular 
opening 12 and then downward and through 
a similar slot 16 in the lower surface of 
the tubular end, passing then outwards and 
leaving a free end adapted to be secured to 
the garments of the wearer or otherwise in 
a manner which will be well understood, 

is end is passed 
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This arrangement is perhaps best shown at 
the right hand end of Fig.1, although it 
may also be well seen in Fig. 3. It will 
be obvious that this arrangement of slots 
14 and 16 through which the end r3 of the 
absorbent material is passed, engaging with 
the edge of the tubular opening 12 interme 
diate these slots, provides a perfectly act 
ing catch or check, adjustably securing the 
pouch and the absorbent material together, 
which will permit at all times the ends 
of the pouch to be pulled upward upon the 
material 18, but which upon the ends of 
the pouch commencing to slide downward 
on said material will lock, as shown in the 
drawings, and prevent any movement in 
this direction. 

0. 
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80 

The operation and method of use of my. 
invention have been sufficiently explained in 
connection with the description of its con 
struction, and need not be alluded to fur 
ther. 
The advantages of my invention will be 

obvious from what has been above said with 
regard to its construction and mode of use. 

It will be obvious that this device has 
many applications not herein specified, and 
that modifications may be made in the con 
struction herein set forth, without depart 
ing from the spirit of the invention. The 
absorbent material may if desired be medi 
cated according to the use for which the 
same is to be applied, and any suitable ab 
sorbent material may be used, according to 
the degree of absorptive effect desired. 
Having thus described my invention 

what I claim as new and desire to secure 
by Letters Patent is as follows: , 

1. A sanitary device of the class described 
comprising a pouch having an opening in 
the upper part thereof, a tubular end por 
tion, a slit in the upper surface of said tubu 
lar end portion, and a second slit in the 
lower surface of said tubular end portion. 

2. In a sanitary device of the class de 
scribed, the combination with a pouch hav 
ing an opening in the upper part thereof 
and a tubular end portion, said tubular end 
portion being provided with a plurality of 
slits; of absorbent material located in said 
pouch and exposed through said opening, 
having an end portion adapted to be passed 
outside of a part of the tubular end por 
tion of said pouch and across the outer edge 
thereof and then through one of said slits. 

3. In a sanitary device of the class de 
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scribed, the combination with a pouch hav-, . 
ing an opening in the upper part thereof 
and a tubular end portion, said tubular end 
portion being provided with a slit in its 
upper surface and a second slit in its lower 
surface; of absorbent material located in 
said pouch and exposed through said open 
ing, having an end portion adapted to be 
passed from the inside of the pouch out 
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ward through one of said slits and then 
over a portion of said tubular end portion 
and around the edge thereof and then 
through the other of said slits; whereby the 

5 said tubular end portion and the end por 
tion of said absorbent material are free to 
move with reference to each other in one 

direction but are locked against movement 
with reference to each other in the other 
direction. 10 

In witness whereof I have hereunto 
signed my name this 23d day of March 1923. 

HENRY WELLS HOLLY. 


