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Claims Nos.: 1 (partially), 2-6, 7 (partially), 8-18 (partially), 19-33

Present claims 1(partially), 2-6, 7 (partially), 8-18 (partially),19-33
relate to an extremely large number of possible products/methods. Support
within the meaning of Article 6 PCT and disclosure within the meaning of
Article 5 PCT is to be found, however, for only a very small proportion
of the products/methods claimed. In the present case, the claims so Tack
support, and the application so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful
search over the whole of the claimed scope is impossible. Said claims
refer to isolated polypeptidescomprising a VH domain selected from the
group consisting of VH domains belonging to VHla—, VHlb-, VH2-, VH4-,
VH5- and VH6- subclass. Experimental data are given only for the VH6
subclass domain. Since two of the substitutions do not reach the alleged
effect (D72 and G76) (see p. 47 1. 8-11, p. 68 1. 9-11, and p. 68 1.
17-20) the results obtained from the VH6 sublass domain cannot be
transferred to the other subclasses or even other substitutions based on
the differences between the sequence of the VH3 subclass domain and VH6,
i.e. V44, F78, R97+E99, E99. Furthermore, since "it could not be a priori
excluded that changes in the framework might affect the orientation of
the CDRs", and an unchanged antigen recognition is only shown for the
examined mutations (see p. 75 1. 11-15), said results cannot be applied
to any substitution in any antibody sequence. Consequently, the search
has been carried out for those parts of the claims which appear to be
supported and disclosed, namely those parts relating to the
products/methods

1. a polypeptide comprising a VH domain belonging to the VH6 subclass
(defined either by the residues disclosed in the Tables 2 and 3 of the
present application or by the word "VH6") wherein said VH domain
comprises at least one amino acid residue selected from the group
consisting of

a. V at position 5

b. G at position 16

c. I at position 58

d. Y at position 90.

Furthermore, the specific sequence identified as SEQ ID NO 19 with the
above mentioned substitutions

a. single substitutions

b. V5/G16

c. V5/616/158

d. V5/G16/158/Y90

as it is disclosed in Example 2 of the present application.

2. a method for obtaining an isolated nucieic acid sequence comprising
the step

substituting in a nucleic acid sequence that encodes a VH6 subclass
domain (defined either by the residues disclosed in the Tables 2 and 3 of
the present application or by the word "VH6") at least one codon that
encodes an amino acid residue selected from the group consisting of

a. the amino acid at position 5 to V

b. the amino acid at position 16 to G
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c. the amino acid at position 58 to I

d. the amino acid at position 90 to Y

Furthermore, the specific sequences identified as SEQ ID NO 19 with the
above metioned substitutions

a. single substitutions

b. V5/G16

c. V5/G16/158

d. V5/616/158/Y90

as it is disclosed in Example 2 of the present application

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international
search report has been established need not be the subject of an
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure.
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