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(57) Abstract: In a balloon catheter 10 according to one embodiment of the present invention, a balloon 14 is provided
to a shaft part 18. In an extended state during use of the balloon, the balloon comprises a straight tube part 30 and first
and second tapered parts 32A, 32B. The first and second tapered parts 32A, 32B each taper as the distance of the tapered
parts from the straight tube part increases, and a low lubrication region 38 is formed over the straight tube part and at least
one of the first and second tapered parts. At least a portion of the low lubrication region has an annular shape. Planar high
lubrication regions 36A, 36B are formed adjacent to the low lubrication region, in the prescribed tapered parts 32A, 32B
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in which the low lubrication region is formed in the first and second tapered parts.
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