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(57) Abstract: An optical element comprising,
laminated one upon another, a polarizing element
(A) that polarizes and separates an incident
light before outputting it and is formed of
cholesteric liquid crystal, and a linearly polarized
reflection type polarizer (B) that transmits one
of orthogonally crossing linearly polarized lights
and selectively reflects the other, wherein an
B output light for a normal-direction incident light

e?23

a... X AXIS
b... Y AXIS
c... ZAXIS

KDEBEMADENTES,

has a distortion rate of at least 0.5, an output
light for an incident light entered inclined at least
60° from the normal direction has a distortion
rate of up to 0.2, and the larger an incident angle
the larger the linearly polarized light component
of an output light is. This optical element can
condense and parallelize an incident light from
a light source to prevent the transmission of an
arbitrary-direction light.
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