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GIFT COLLABORATION SOCIAL NETWORK SERVICE

BACKGROUND

[0001] Social networking services provide a convenient way for people to
electronically communicate with friends and family, and share content such as photos
and/or video content. Social networking services have also expanded into the
business world to provide professional networking services that allow people and
businesses to build a network of connections that allows them to share information

with current clients, potential clients, and colleagues.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0002] The appended drawings are provided to illustrate and not to limit the
disclosed examples, wherein like designations denote like elements, and in which:
[0003] Fig. 1is a high level block diagram of a gift collaboration system.
[0004] Fig. 2 is a block diagram of a gift network server that can be used to
implement a gift service server illustrated in Fig.1.
[0005] Fig. 3 is an example of a group view interface that can be provided by the
gift collaboration system illustrated in Fig. 1.
[0006] Fig. 4 is a diagram of an invite to group interface that can be provided by the
gift collaboration system illustrated in Fig. 1.
[0007] Fig. 5 is an example of a group settings interface 500 that can be provided by
the gift collaboration system.
[0008] Fig. 6 illustrates an example of the interface of Fig. 5 where one of the
administrators has been selected.
[0009] Fig. 7 illustrates an example of a group interface 700 that allows members of
the group to interact with the gift collaboration system.
[0010] Fig. 8 illustrates an example of a gift idea interface that can be provided by
the gift collaboration system illustrated in Fig. 1.
[0011] Fig. 9 illustrates an example of a gift idea interface that can be provided by
the gift collaboration system illustrated in Fig. 1.
[0012] Fig. 10 illustrates additional aspects of the gift idea interface of Fig. 9.
[0013] Fig. 11 illustrates additional aspects of the gift idea interface of Fig. 9.
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[0014] Fig. 12 illustrates additional aspects of the gift idea interface of Fig.
[0015] Fig. 13 illustrates additional aspects of the gift idea interface of Fig.
[0016] Fig. 14 illustrates additional aspects of the gift idea interface of Fig.
[0017] Fig. 15 illustrates additional aspects of the gift idea interface of Fig.
[0018] Fig. 16 illustrates additional aspects of the gift idea interface of Fig.
[0019] Fig. 17 illustrates additional aspects of the gift idea interface of Fig.

A R

[0020] Fig. 18 illustrates additional aspects of the gift idea interface of Fig.
[0021] Fig. 19 illustrates additional aspects of the gift idea interface of Fig. 9.

[0022] Figs. 20 illustrates an add a gift idea interface that can be used to associate a
gift idea with a group.

[0023] Fig. 21 illustrates additional aspects of the gift idea interface illustrated in
Fig. 20 that can be used to associate a gift idea with a group.

[0024] Fig. 22 illustrates additional aspects of the gift idea interface illustrated in
Figs. 20 and 21 that can be used to associate a gift idea with a group.

[0025] Fig. 23 illustrates a gift idea settings interface that can be used to associate a
gift idea with a group.

[0026] Fig. 24 illustrates a wish list item interface that is similar to the gift idea
interface of Fig. 9.

[0027] Fig. 25 is an example of a wish list settings interface that can be provided by
the gift collaboration system to allow a receiver to configure the privacy settings the
user’s wish list.

[0028] Fig. 26 illustrates an example of the gift idea interface of Fig. 9 where a gift
item has been claimed.

[0029] Fig. 27 illustrates an example of the gift idea interface of that includes fields
for capturing information about the collaborative purchase.

[0030] Fig. 28 is an example of the gift idea interface that includes additional
collaborative purchase parameters.

[0031] Fig. 29 is an example of the gift idea interface that includes fields for
capturing payment account information.

[0032] Fig. 30 is an example of the gift idea interface that includes a confirmation
that the user has linked a payment account to a collaborative purchase.

[0033] Fig. 31 illustrates an example of the gift idea interface has been updated to

display the collaborative purchase details.
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[0034] Fig. 32 illustrates another example of the gift idea interface has been updated
to display the collaborative purchase details.

[0035] Fig. 33 illustrates an example of the gift idea interface where a user has
clicked the contribute button illustrated in Fig. 32 and the collaborative purchase
details have been updated to allow the user to enter payment account information.
[0036] Fig. 34 illustrates a view of the gift idea interface after the user has entered
the payment account information and the collaborative purchase details are displayed.
[0037] Fig. 35 illustrates a view of the gift idea interface where the collaborative
purchase details include a confirmation of the contribution made by the user.

[0038] Fig. 36 is a flow diagram of a method for facilitating collaboration on gift
ideas for a recipient in the gift collaboration system.

[0039] Fig. 37 is a flow diagram of a method for adding members to a group in the
gift collaboration system.

[0040] Fig. 38 is a flow diagram of a method for creating a new gift idea in the gift
collaboration system.

[0041] Fig. 39 is a flow diagram of a method for processing a request to claim a gift
in the gift collaboration system.

[0042] Fig. 40 is a flow diagram of a method for processing a request to purchase a
gift in the gift collaboration system.

[0043] Fig. 41 is a flow diagram of a method for processing a request for

collaborative purchasing of a gift in the gift collaboration system.

SUMMARY

[0044] An example method for facilitating collaboration on gift ideas for a receiver
according to the disclosure includes creating a group for discussing gift ideas for the
receiver in response to a request from a user, receiving a gift idea from a member of
the group, and providing a group collaboration interface in which members of the
group can post messages discussing the gift idea.

[0045] An example system for facilitating collaboration on gift ideas for a receiver
according to the disclosure includes means for creating a group for discussing gift
ideas for the receiver in response to a request from a user, means for receiving a gift
idea from a member of the group, and means for providing a group collaboration

interface in which members of the group can post messages discussing the gift idea.
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[0046] An example computer-readable storage medium, having stored thereon
computer-readable instructions for facilitating collaboration on gift ideas for a
receiver, according to the disclosure includes instructions configured to cause at least
one processor to: create a group for discussing gift ideas for the receiver in response
to a request from a user, receive a gift idea from a member of the group, provide a
group collaboration interface in which members of the group can post messages
discussing the gift idea.

[0047] An example system for facilitating collaboration on gift ideas for a receiver
according to the disclosure includes a non-transitory computer-readable memory, a
plurality of modules comprising processor executable code stored in the non-
transitory computer-readable memory, a processor connected to the non-transitory
computer-readable memory and configured to access the plurality of modules stored
in the non-transitory computer-readable memory. The system also includes a group
module configured to create a group for discussing gift ideas for the receiver in
response to a request from a user, and a user interface module configured to receive a
gift idea from a member of the group and to provide a group collaboration interface in

which members of the group can post messages discussing the gift idea.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0048] Techniques for collaborative gift giving are provided. A gift collaboration
system 1is provided that has aspects of a social network but is built around
collaboration between users to suggest, discuss, and purchase gifts for specific
receiver. The gift collaboration system allows users to solicit recommendations from
other users for ideas regarding gifts for the receiver of the gift. The system allows
users to create and participate in group discussion threads that can be associated with
a particular gift and/or recipient of a gift. The discussions threads associated with a
particular gift and/or recipient are private and only visible to members of the group of
users that has been invited to participate in the discussion. The discussions can be
kept private from the intended recipient of the gift. Users of the gift recommendation
service can use the service at a time while those users are actively seeking to make a
purchasing decision and will be secking support from other users to make that
decision.

[0049] Fig. 1 is a high level block diagram of a gift collaboration system 100. The

system 100 includes a gift service server 105. The gift service server 105 is
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connected to network 115. The network 115 can comprise one or more wireless
and/or wired networks. The network 115 can be the Internet. The gift service server
105 can communicate with a plurality of client device 120, one or more social
network servers 130, and one or more third party sellers 140.

[0050] The gift service server 105 can be configured to allow users to create groups
and invite other users of the gift network service to collaborate on gift ideas for a
receiver associated with the groups, users of the social network services provided by
the at least one social network 130, and/or other non-users of either service who can
be invited to participate and create a new user account.

[0051] Each group can be associated with a particular recipient or event for which
one or more gifts are to be purchased. One or more users can then be invited to
participate in the group. These users can provide input to help solve the problem of
what to buy for the intended receiver or receivers of the gift. For example, a user
creating a group may want to purchase a thoughtful, sentimental, surprise gift for his
wife’s birthday, but the user is unsure what to get her. The husband could then create
a new group associated for selecting a gift for his wife’s birthday, and invite friends
and family members to participate in the group. The members of the group can then
post gift ideas and/or specific gift items related to gift ideas and can collaborate with
other members to discuss the various gift ideas, claim gifts that the members would
like to purchase for the receiver, and/or make purchase of gift items.

[0052] The gift service server 105 can be configured to allow the users to post
information associated with gift ideas and/or specific gift items, including photos of
items, links to online retails selling the items, and/or other information related to gifts,
including gifts that are available from retailers that do not have an online presence.
The gift service server 105 can be configured to analyze content that is posted to
discussion threads and to display links to online retailers where suggested items can
be purchased. The gift service server 105 can also be configured to suggest other
items that may satisfy a user’s requirements based on the attributes of items that are
suggested by members of the group or attributes of the targeted receiver. For
example, if users of the group suggest jewelry, the gift service server 105 can be
configured to display links to jewelry items that can be purchased online. As
members of the group provide more detail about what they believe the recipients or
set of recipients would like to receive as gift, the gift service server 105 can refine and

improve the suggestions. For example, returning to the jewelry example, if users in
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the group indicate that the recipient likes the color blue, the gift service server 105 can
select jewelry that includes sapphires or other blue gemstones. The suggestions can
also be based at least in part on past purchases. For example, the size information for
clothing or jewelry items could be suggested based on past purchases made by the
receiver and/or by others making purchases for the receiver. The suggestions can also
be based at least in part on the “ranking” associated with the suggestor of a gift. For
example, in some implementations, a suggestor can be ranked, at least in part, based
on the number of favorable votes that other members have entered for gift ideas
suggested by the suggestor. In some implementations, the receiver can also indicate
whether he or she liked a particular gift and this information can be used to select and
rank suggestions. Furthermore, suggestions can also be ranked based on items that
are currently on the recipient’s wish list and/or were included on the recipient’s wish
list in the past.

[0053] The gift service server 105 can provide a user interface that allows member
of a group to purchase recommended gifts. The gift service server 105 can also be
configured to provide an interface that allows users to participate in collaborative
buying of gifts. For example, multiple members of a group could each contribute
toward the purchase price of a gift for the recipients or recipients. Numerous
examples of interfaces that can be provided by the gift service server 105 are
discussed in greater detail below.

[0054] The gift service server 105 can also be configured to provide for assisted
discussions, and the gift service server 105 can suggest cross-linking or combination
of groups and/or gift ideas. For example, the gift service server 105 can be
configured to recognize that multiple groups have been created regarding the same
recipient or set of recipients. The gift service server 105 can be configured to display
a message to the creators of the groups that the two groups may be related and could
be cross-linked or combined to provide members that have access to the first group
with access to the second group and vice versa.

[0055] The client devices 120 can comprise a network-connected device capable of
requesting and displaying web content, such mobile phones, tablet or handheld
computer systems, personal digital assistants, laptop or desktop computer systems.
Each client device 120 is associated with a display component that can display a web-
based interface and/or be configured to execute an application that provides an

interface to the gift collaboration system 100 that is provided by gift service server

6



WO 2013/036856 PCT/US2012/054291

105. Each client device 120 includes one or more processors capable executing
software comprising processor-executable instructions and can include a combination
of persistent and non-persistent computer readable memory. The client device 120
can be configured to communicate via the network 115 using either a wired and/or a
wireless connection. Client device 120 can also communicate with the at least one
social network servers 130 to allow the user to access content provided by the social
network services operating on the at least one network servers 130.

[0056] The at least one social network server 130 provides a conventional social
network service where users can communicate with other users and share content such
as photos. The gift service server 105 can be implemented on a social network server
130. In some implementations, the gifts collaboration service provided by the gift
collaboration system 130 can be implemented as an application that can be integrated
with and accessed through a social networking service.

[0057] The gift service server 105 can be configured to provide content to users of
the social network services provided by the at least one social network server 130.
For example, the gift recommendation related content and services provided by the
gift service server 105 can be integrated with content provided by the social network
to provide users of the social network with secamless access to the gift
recommendation services provided by the gift service server 105 to users of the social
network services. In other implementations, the gift service server 105 can be
configured to provide gift recommendation services that are not integrated with social
network content. In yet other implementations, the gift service server 105 can be
configured to integrate with some services of one or more social network services.
For example, authentication services of the gift recommendation services and a social
network service can be integrated to allow users to log into the gift recommendation
service using their credentials from the social network service or vice versa. In some
implementations, at least a portion of a user’s profile information from the social
network services can be imported into the gift recommendation service when a user of
a social network service registers with the gift recommendation service and/or
accesses the gift recommendation service using their user credentials from the third
party social network service.

[0058] The gift service server 105 can also interface with third party seller server
140 to allow members of a group to purchase or participate in the collaborative

purchase of items offered for sale by the third party seller. The gift service server 105
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can be configured to provide an electronic shopping cart interface that can collect
payments from members and transfer the payments to the online retailer to purchase
the desired goods or services from the third party retailer. The gift service server 105
can also be configured to redirect members to the third party retailer’s site to complete
the sales of the goods or services.

[0059] The gift service server 105 can also be configured to allow members of a
group to “claim” certain gifts for purchase for a user. For example, if a group is
created for a college student who is about to graduate from college and the student’s
aunt is a member of the group, the aunt could claim a particular gift to purchase for
the student. The gift service server 105 can be configured to redirect the aunt to a
purchase interface to allow her to complete the purchase online. The gift service
server 105 can also be configured to allow the aunt to place a hold on the gift and to
purchase the gift offline or online but outside of the gift recommendation service
provided by the gift service server 105. The gift service server 105 can be configured
to place the gift on hold for a limited period of time. In some implementations, a user
reserving a gift can be sent an email message by the gift service server 105 that
includes a link that that the user can click to confirm that the user has purchased the
gift. In some implementations, the member purchasing the gift can also return to the
gift recommendation service prior to the expiration of the limited time period to
confirm that the purchase was made. Otherwise, if the user does not confirm that the
gift was purchased before the expiration of the limited hold period, the gift could be
release for purchase by other members of the group.

[0060] Fig. 2 is a block diagram of a gift network server that can be used to
implement the gift service server 105 illustrated in Fig.1. The gift service server 105
includes a processor 205, a memory 220, a data store 250, and a network interface
260.

[0061] The processor 205 can comprise one or more microprocessors configured to
access memory 220. The processor 205 can read data from and write data to memory
220. The processor 205 can also read executable program code from memory 220

and execute the program code.

[0062] The memory 220 includes a user interface module 222, an invitation
processing module 224, a network module 226, a seller interface module 228, a
purchasing module 230, a messaging module 232, an authentication module 234, an

advertising module 236, a feedback module 238, a recommendation module 240, a
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search module 242, a social network integration module 244, and a privacy module
246, a group module 248, and a receiver module 252. The memory 220 can comprise
one or more types of tangible, non-transitory computer-readable memory, such as
random-access memory (RAM), read-only memory (ROM), flash memory, or a
combination thereof. The modules can comprise processor-executable instructions
that can be executed by processor 205.

[0063] The gift service server 105 also includes a data store 250 that can be used to
store data used by the various modules stored in memory 220 and/or other
components of the gift reccommendation server.

[0064] The user interface module 222 can be configured to generate a user interface
that allows users to interact with the gift collaboration system 100. The user interface
module 222 can be configured to generate web-based content that allow users to view
and interact with using a client device 120. Examples of some of the types of
interfaces that can be generated by the user interface module 222 are described in
detail below and illustrated in the figures.

[0065] The network module 226 can be configured to communicate with the
network interface 260 of the server 105 to send and receive data over the network
115. The network interface module 226 can receive data to be sent over the network
115 from other modules in memory 220 and provide data received over the network
115 to other modules in memory 220.

[0066] The authentication module 234 can be configured to handle processing of the
login credentials for existing users of the gift collaboration system or the affiliated
social network service. New users can be directed to an account creation interface
provided by the user interface module 222.

[0067] The invitation processing module 224 can be configured to receive requests
to invite users to join a group. The user interface module 222 can provide an interface
that allows a user to enter information that identifies one or more users to invite to
participate in a group, and the user interface module 222 can provide the information
to the invitation processing module 224. The invitation processing module 224 can
receive various identifying information for the user, such as a username to the gift
collaboration system, a username of a user of another social network service, an email
address, or a mobile number for contacting the invitee via text message. If the invitee

already has a user account with the gift recommendation service or with an affiliated
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social network service, the invitee can log into the gift recommendation service using
those credentials to join the group for which the invitation was sent.

[0068] If only an email address or a mobile number was provided for an invitee, the
invitation processing module 224 can transmit an email or text message invitation
providing the invitee with opportunity to join the gift recommendation service. The
invitation can include a web address for a new account creation page that allows the
invitee to create an account with the gift collaboration system or to log into an
existing account and link that account to the group. The invitation can also include a
hyperlink that the user can click to be automatically redirected to a landing page on
the gift recommendation service that allows users to create a new account. The
invitation can also include a unique code that is associated with the invitation that will
identify the invitee to the gift recommendation service.

[0069] The messaging module 232 is configured to allow users to post comments
associated with gift ideas, a user’s wish list, and/or regarding specific gift items
associated with a particular gift idea or wish list. The message module 232 can be
configured to allow user to post various types of content, including text, images, video
content, audio content, etc. The posts can include hyperlinks to products or services
offered by online retailers. Other members of the group may b be able to browse the
comments posted by other users in the group and to post their own comments.

[0070] The messaging module 232 can also allow a creator of a group to designate
administrators or moderators for the group and to designate whether the creator of the
group should have access to the content posted to the group. In some instances, the
creator of the group may not want to be part of the discussions or view the discussion.
For example, a couple might create a group and invite their friends and family to
participate in discussion regarding wedding gifts in that group. The couple could
refer friends and family that ask them what they would like for a wedding gift to the
group.

[0071] The seller interface module 228 provides an interface between the gift
collaboration system and third party sellers. In some implementations, the seller
interface module 228 can facilitate purchases of gifts from third-party sellers by
transmitting purchase information to the third-party seller server 140 and/or payment
information to the third-party seller server 140. The seller interface module 228 can
also receive purchase confirmation information from the third-party seller 140. The

seller interface module 228 can display the purchase confirmation information to
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users via a user interface provided by user interface module 222. In other
implementations, the seller interface module 228 can be configured to display
information about retailers that offer a gift for sale. For example, the seller interface
module 228 can provide a list of retailers offering a particular item or service for sale
that includes links to the retailers’ online stores where a user can complete the
purchase of the item or service.

[0072] The advertising module 236 can be configured to display targeted
advertisements to users of the gift recommendation service based on the content
associated with a particular group and/or other information associated with the
receiver. For example, the advertising module 236 can be configured to select
targeted advertising based on the attributes of gift ideas entered by members of the
group and/or based on the discussions associated with various gift ideas and/or gift
items associated with the group. The advertising module 236 can also be configured
to select targeted advertising based on information associated with the receiver from
other groups that are associated with the same receiver and/or from wish lists
associated with the receiver.

[0073] The advertising module 236 can be configured to sclect the targeted
advertising from one or more affiliated retailers offering products that are based on
the attributes associated with gift items that the receiver may be interested in
receiving. The advertising module 236 can be configured to conduct a search of
content on offer from one or more affiliated retailers to identify products and/or
services offered by the affiliated retailers that have attributes that may be of interest to
the receiver. For example, the advertising module 236 can be configured to search
web sites of the affiliated retailers to identify products on those web sites that may be
of interest to the receiver and to display those products to members of the group. The
advertising module 236 can be configured to scrape content from the web pages of the
affiliated retailers and to reformat that content into a targeted advertisement that can
be presented to members of the group.

[0074] The advertising module 236 can be configured to search for related
advertising content when a member of a group creates a new gift item associated with
a group by entering the URL of an item in the add gift item interface. The add gift
item interface can be configured to scrape the content referred to by the URL and to
present a formatted version of the content to the user. The advertising module 236

can also be configured to scrape the content from the URL, to conduct a search for
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other related items based on the scraped content, and to suggest those items to the user
as well. The advertising module 236 can be configured to display the items that were
discovered to members of the group and to provide an interface that allows member of
the group to associate one or more of the gift items with the group and/or to claim or
purchase the gift items for the receiver.

[0075] The recommendation module 240 can be configured to display information
about recommended gift items to users. The recommendation module 240 can be
configured to make recommendations based on the content of messages, gift ideas,
and/or gift items posted to a group. Recommended gift items can be displayed with a
'shopping' icon that opens a modal dialog that shows different gifts matching the
description from various retailers. Furthermore, a recommended gift item can be
associated a group and/or associated with an existing gift idea associated with a group
to allow members of the group to discuss the gift item and/or claim the gift item.
[0076] The suggestions made by the recommendation module 240 can also be based
at least in part on past purchases made by the receiver and/or by others making
purchases for the receiver. The recommendations can also be based at least in part on
wish list information associated with the receiver or receivers associated with a
particular group. The recommendation module 240 can select and rank suggested gift
ideas based at least in part on current and/or past wish list ideas and the reputation of
the member who suggested the gift item or gift idea. The reputation of the member of
the group can cumulative and be based on feedback received by suggestions made by
the member across multiple groups. The recommendations module 240 can also be
configured to make recommendations based on demographic information associated
with the receiver. For example, the receiver’s age, sex, geographic location, and/or
other information. The recommendations module 240 can also be configured to
suggest recommendations for a receiver based on the receiver’s “likes” on one or
more social network services.

[0077] The search module 242 can be configured to allow user to find content, such
a recipients, gift ideas, and groups by providing users with the ability to perform
keyword searches of content included in gift collaboration system. The search
module 242 can also be configured to provide keyword search capabilities to identify
products offered by third party retailors that may be of interest of a user based on the

keyword information provided by the user.
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[0078] The social network integration module 244 is configured to provide an
interface between third party social network services and the gift recommendation
service. The social network integration module 244 can be configured to provide an
interface that allows the social network server 130 to exchange information with the
gift service server 105. In implementations where the gift recommendation service is
integrated into content provided by the social network service, the social network
integration module 244 can provide an interface that allows the social network service
to access content on the gift service server 105 to be displayed to users of the social
network service provided by social network server 130. In some implementations, the
social network integration module 244 can also access information from the social
network service provided by social network server 130. For example, in some
implementations, the gift recommendation service can share login credentials with the
social network service when the user attempts to login to the gift collaboration system
with login credentials from the social network service.

[0079] The privacy module 246 is configured to allow users to configure privacy
settings. For example, the privacy module 246 can be configured to allow a user
creating a wish list to determine which users can view items from the list, and/or view
and/or post messages associated with items on the list. The privacy module 246 can
also provide an interface that allows users to manage their privacy settings. For
example, a user can control who can see what profile information about that user, as
well as who can communicate with the user through the gift recommendation service.
The privacy module 246 can also control the privacy settings for a group. For
example, the admin of a group can set the privacy settings of the group to be such that
the group cannot be found through searching on the gift recommendation service or
any public search engine. Alternatively, for example, the group privacy settings can
be set such that the existence of the group, members, and content is able to be found
through searching on the gift recommendation service or public Internet.

[0080] The purchasing module 230 is configured to allow users to purchase
products or services as a gift that have appeared in advertisements or
recommendations generated by the advertising module 236 and/or products or
services that have been recommended by users of the service. The purchasing module
230 provides an interface that can capture payment information and other gift related
information, such as delivery information (date and address), etc. The purchasing

module 230 can provide payment and purchasing information to the seller interface
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module 228 if the gift or service is offered by a third party seller that is affiliated with
the gift recommendation service.

[0081] The purchasing module 230 can also be configured to allow user to reserve
gifts. For example, when a user clicks on a buy gift or claim gift button in shopping
dialog, a gift can be temporarily reserved for a limited period of time (e.g., three
days). A message can be posted to the discussion, and the gift is marked as reserved.
An email can also be sent to the user who reserved the gift. In the email, the user (1)
can claim the gift as bought, or (2) cancel the reservation (the gift has not been
bought). The email can contain a link to the item. If user indicates that the purchase
has been completed, additional message is posted to discussion that the purchase is
complete. The purchasing module 230 can also provide a purchasing completion
deadline that indicates a date and/or time by which the user must confirm that the user
has completed the purchase or the gift item will be marked as unclaimed, which
would allow other members of the group to claim the gift item

[0082] The purchasing module 230 can also provide an interface that allows
multiple users to make contributions toward a collaborative gift, and once the amount
required to purchase the gift has been contributed, the gift purchase can be completed.
The purchasing module 230 can be integrated with the advertising module 236 to
instruct the advertising module 236 to search for and display related items when a
user claims and/or purchases an item for a receiver. For example, if the user claims a
set of headphones for the receiver, the purchasing module 230 can provide attributes
of the claimed item to the advertising module 236 to search for related items that the
user might also wish to purchase for the receiver. For example, returning to the
headphones example, the advertising module 236 might select advertisements for
music related items, such as concert tickets or a gift card that could be used to
purchase content from a music provider.

[0083] The feedback module 238 provides an interface that allows users, including
the recipients of the gifts, to provide feedback about gifts. The feedback module 238
also can provide an interface that allows users to rate the suggestions provided by
other users. Users having higher feedback ratings may be more “trusted” when
making gift selections and be more likely to have their gift recommendations followed
by other users. Highly ranked users may also be awarded virtual awards or points to

recognize their contribution. These awards and points may be able to be exchanged
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for real-world benefit, such as discounts off of future purchases or could be assigned a
cash value that can be applied toward the purchase of gifts.

[0084] The group module 248 is configured to allow a user to create new groups and
to manage existing groups. The group module can be configured to allow a user to
create a new group and to associate an intended receiver or receivers with the group.
The group module 248 can also be configured to track which users are members of
the group. The group module 248 can also be configured to keep track of which gift
ideas and/or gift items have been suggested by members of the group. The group
module 248 can also be configured to keep track of which gift ideas and/or gift items
have been claimed and/or purchased by members of the group and to keep track of
which members have purchased a gift. The group module 248 can also be configured
to keep track of which gifts have been claimed as collaborative gifts. The purchasing
module 230 can be configured to collect contributions toward gifts that are designated
as collaborative gifts and to notify the group module 248 when the contribution goal
associated with a gift item is reached and the purchase of the gift completed.

[0085] Receiver module 252 can be configured to allow a user to create a wish list
that includes gift items and/or gift ideas that the receiver would be interested in
receiving. The receiver module 252 can be configured to collect wish list information
from the user including the name of items, the price of items, the URL of one or more
online retailers offering the item for sale, a description of the desired item, and/or
other information. The receiver module 252 can also be configured to store
characteristics associated with a particular recipient. For example, the receiver
module 252 can be configured to store a shipping address associated with a receiver.
The receiver module 252 can also be configured to store other attributes associated
with the receiver, such as preferred clothing size, colors and/or styles that the receiver
prefers. The attributes associated with the receiver can be collected from the receiver
and/or other members of the group. The attributes associated with the receiver can
also be derived based on past purchases by the receiver or for the receiver. The
attributes can also be derived from one or more wish lists associated with the receiver.
The receiver module 252 can also be configured to identify existing receivers to be
associated with a new group being created. For example, the receiver module 252 can
attempt to match an existing receiver (or other non-receiver user registered with the
gift collaboration system) to a newly created group based on information provided

about the receiver by the user creating the group, such as the receiver’s name, email
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address, or other identifying information. The receiver module 252 can be configured
to match information provided by the receiver with people in the contact list and/or
social network connections of the user creating the group to determine one or more
candidates that the user may have intended as the receiver. The receiver module 252
can be further configured to compare attributes associated with the candidate
receivers with receivers (and/or other users) already identified in the system. If match
is found, the groups associated with that receiver and the gift ideas and/or gift items
associated with those groups can be used by the receiver module 252 to identify
attributes of gift items that the receiver may be interested in receiving. The receiver
module 252 can also be configured to use any wish lists associated with the receiver
to identify attributes of gift items that the receiver may be interested in in receiving.
The receiver module 252 can provide these attributes to the recommendation module
240, which can be configured to use these attributes to attempt to identify one or more
gift ideas offered by online retailers. The receiver module 252 can also be configured
to receive characteristics of the receiver from one or more members of a group
associated with the receiver. For example, members of the group might know a
shipping address for the receiver and/or specific likes and dislikes of the receiver.
[0086] Fig. 3 is an example of a create group interface 300 that can be provided by
the gift collaboration system illustrated in Fig. 1. The create group interface 300
provides a user interface that allows a user to create a new group within the gift
collaboration system. The create group user interface 300 can be generated by the
user interface module 222 and can provide data to the invitation processing module
224. Data collected on by the create group interface 300 can also be stored in the data
store 250.

[0087] The group can be associated with a receiver who is the intended recipient of
a gift. The creator of the group can identify the intended receiver of the gift and can
invite others to participate in the group. Participants in the group will be able to
interact with other members of the group via the gift collaboration system to suggest
and discuss potential gifts for the receiver, as well as to claim and/or contribute
toward gifts for the receiver.

[0088] The create group interface 300 can include fields for capturing various
information about the group. For example, the create group interface 300 illustrated
in Fig. 3 includes inputs for a group name field 305, a group description field 310,
group invitees field 315, suggested group members 320, a group picture 325,
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suggested receiver 335, and suggested other groups. The create group interface 300
also can include a cancel button 365, and a done button 360.

[0089] The group name field 305 can be used input a name to be associated with the
group being created. The group name can be used to identify the group and can be
included in invitations to invitees that are asked to join the group. The invitations can
be sent in various forms, such as via email or text message.

[0090] The group description field 310 allows the user to enter an optional
description for the group being created. The description of the group may be used in
several ways. For example, the description of the group may be included in
invitations sent to invitees. The description of the group can also be used to facilitate
searching for groups by the search module 242. The search module 242 can attempt
to match search terms to words or phrases included in the description of the group.
The description of the group can also appear in a “cell” that displays the description
of the group on the group interface page described below.

[0091] The group invitees field 315 can be used to enter invitees to be invited to join
the group. The group invitees field 315 can be configured to allow the user to enter
the usernames and/or the full names (e.g., first and last names) of other users to be
invited to join the group. The group invitees field 315 can also have a search option
(not shown) that activates the “invite to group” interface 400 illustrated in Fig. 4. The
invite to group interface can include an invitee field 405 where the name of an invitee,
an email address, or other identifying information associated with an invitee can be
entered. For example, invite to group interface 400 be configured to allow a user to
search for invitees by username, first and/or last names, or other information
associated with the invitees, such as other groups to which the invitees belong. The
invite to group interface 400 can also be configured to search for invitees by social
network connections as well. For example, the group interface can be configured to
search for mutual social network connections between the user creating the group and
other members of the group and/or the intended recipient associated with the group.
The user interface module 222 can be configured to receive the information entered
by the user in the invitee field 405 and search for matches in the user’s friends in the
gift collaboration system, in the user’s contacts on one or more email systems, and
optionally on one or more social networks.

[0092] Suggested receiver 335 identifies who the group is about. When a group is

first created, it may not yet have a receiver associated with the group. The suggested
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receiver 335 section can be configured to display a list of possible receivers that the
user creating the group knows. The list of suggested receivers can be selected from
friends of the user on one or more social networking sites and/or from a contact book
that includes people that the user knows. The contact book might be extracted from
one or more email systems in which the user has contact information. The gift
collaboration system can be configured to narrow the list of suggested receivers 330
based on information entered in the group name field 305. In the example illustrated
in Fig. 3, the user has entered “Brett’s Big Day” into the description field, and the gift
collaboration system has selected a list of suggested receivers that have the name
“Brett.” In the example illustrated in Fig. 3, the names included in the list are a
hyperlink that, when activated, causes the selected entry from the suggested receiver
to be associated as the intended Receiver for the group. The suggested receiver 335
can also include a link or other control mechanism that allows the user to indicate that
the suggested receiver 335 does not include the intended receiver. For example, in
Fig. 3, the suggested receiver 335 includes a link “Other?” that the user can click to
initiate a search for other receivers.

[0093] Suggested other groups link 335 can be used to suggest other groups that the
user might join rather than creating a new group. Once a Receiver associated with the
group has been identified, the search module 242 can search for other existing groups
that have the same Receiver. The user can activate the show other grounds link 335
to cause the user interface module 222 to display a group list interface that displays
details of existing groups. The group list interface can include controls that allow the
user to join one or more of the exiting groups or return to the create group interface
300 where the user can create a new group if desired.

[0094] Returning now to Fig. 3, the create group interface 300 can include a set of
suggested group members 320 illustrated below the group invitees field 315. The set
of suggested group members 320 might be selected from a list of contacts associated
with the user or a list of “friends” associated with the user on one or more social
networking sites. The user can click on one or more of the suggested group
members 320 to add them to the list of invitees included in the group invitees field
315.

[0095] The create group interface 300 can include a group picture 325 to be
associated with the group. The create group interface 300 can display the group

picture 325 as a thumbnail of an image selected to be associated with the group. The
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group picture 325 can be displayed with the group name on the invitations and on
various group related interfaces within the gift collaboration system. The create
group interface 300 can be configured to display an icon indicating that no picture has
been selected if the user has not selected a group picture 325. Clicking on the icon or
the thumbnail can launch a user interface that allows the user to select an image from
their computer, from an online image, by providing the Uniform Resource Locator
(URL) or Uniform Resource Identifier (URI) where the image can be located online.
[0096] Fig. 5 is an example of a group settings interface 500 that can be provided by
the gift collaboration system. The group settings interface 500 provides an interface
where authorized users can view and/or modify settings associated with a group. A
group can be created using the create group interface 400 described above. The group
settings interface 500 can be accessed from the group interface 700 illustrated in Fig.
7 and described in detail below.

[0097] The group settings interface 500 includes a group name field 505, a group
description field 510, a group picture 570, group administrators information 540,
receiver information 530, group member information 520, suggested group members
525, leave group button 550, done button 560, cancel button 565.

[0098] The group name field 505 displays the name of the group and allows the
name of the group to be edited. The name of the group displayed in the group name
field 505 may be the group name that was entered in the group name field 305 of the
create group interface 300 if the name of the group has not been changed since it was
created. Otherwise, the group name displayed can be the current name associated
with group.

[0099] The group description field 510 displays a description of the group and
allows the description of the group to be modified or deleted. The description of the
group displayed in the group description field 310 may be the group description that
was entered in the group description field 310 of the create group interface 300 when
the group was created. Otherwise, the group description displayed will be the current
description associated with the group.

[00100] The group picture 570 can display a photograph associated with the group.
The group picture 570 can be configured to initially display the group picture selected
using the group picture 325 icon included on the create group interface 300. The
group settings interface 500 can be configured to display an icon in place of a

photograph indicating that no picture has been selected if the user has not selected a
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group picture 570. Clicking on the icon or the thumbnail can launch a user interface
that allows the user to select an image from their computer, from an online image, by
providing the Uniform Resource Locator (URL) or Uniform Resource Identifier
(URI) where the image can be located online. The user can also optionally delete a
photograph associated with the group, if desired.

[00101] The group administrators information 540 displays a list of administrator
users associated with the group. The administrators may include the user who created
the group and may include one or more other users that have been selected to be an
administrator by an administrator of the group. Fig. 6 illustrates an example of the
interface of Fig. 5 where one of the administrators has been selected, and the
administrator information 610 is displayed. The administrator information 610
includes an option where the selected administrator can be removed from the group.
According to some implementations, a user must be an administrator to add or remove
an administrator from a group. In some implementations, the user administrator that
created the group is the only user that can add or remove administrators from a group.
[00102] Returning now to Fig. 5, the receiver information 535 displays the name and
or other information of the receiver associated with the group. The receiver
information 535 can display the suggested receiver 335 information that was entered
in the create group interface 300. The receiver is the intended recipient of one or
more gifts and is the subject of the various discussions and interactions associated
with the group. The receiver information 530 may be modified by authorized users.
For example, in some implementations, the administrators of the group may be able to
change the intended recipient of a group. For example, if a group is created for a
bride to be, an administrator might add the groom to be as a second receiver or may
replace the bridge with the groom as the Recipient for the group.

[00103] The group member information 520 can display information about the
members of the group. The group member information 520 can be configured to
display the names of the members of the groups, a picture of the members of the
group, and/or other information that can be used to identify group members. The
group member information 520 can display the users who were invited to join the
group in the group invitees field 315 of the create group interface 300 and accepted
the invitation to join the group.

[00104] The suggested group members 525 can be configured to display other people

who may be interested in joining the group. The suggested group members 525 might
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include people from a list of contacts associated with the user editing the group or a
list of “friends” associated with the user on one or more social networking sites. The
suggested group members 525 may also include friends and/or contacts associated
with other members of the group. The user can click on one or more of the suggested
group members 525 to cause the user interface module 222 to instruct the invitation
processing module 224 to generate an invitation for the selected group members.
Those who accept the invitation can be added to the group and if they are currently
not a user of the gift collaboration system, a new user account can be created for them
upon accepting the application to join the group.

[00105] FIG. 6 illustrates an example of a group member in the group member
information 520 being selected. In this example, the suggested group members
information 525 is replaced with selected user information 620. The selected user
information can provide additional information about the user, such as who invited
the user to be part of the group, when then user was invited to join the group or when
the user actually joined the group. The selected user information 620 can also
provide controls that allow the user to be removed from the group, to be made into an
administrator for the group, and/or other changes associated with the user. As
described above, in some implementations only administrators can add or remove
administrators from a group. In some implementations, only administrators can add
or remove members from the group.

[00106] The leave group button 550 allows the user to leave a group. The user can
activate the leave group button 550 and the user will be removed from the group. If
the user of the group is the only administrator associated with the group, the group
can be removed from the gift collaboration system.

[00107] The done button 560, when activated, will save any changes that were made
by the user, if the user is authorized to make changes to the group information. The
cancel button 565 allows the user to cancel any changes that were made to the group
data without saving the updates.

[00108] Figs. 7-19 illustrate aspects of a group view interface that allows members of
the group to interact with one another, to suggest, add, and/or claim gifts, and access
and/or provide information related to the receiver of a gift.

[00109] Fig. 7 illustrates an example of a group interface 700 that allows members of
the group to interact with the gift collaboration system. One aspect of the gift

collaboration system is allowing users to associate gift ideas for a particular receiver
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with a group. The gift ideas may relate to a specific product or may be conceptual
(e.g., “new shoes), and the group interface 700 provides a “gallery” view of gift ideas
that have been created and associated with the group. The group interface 700 can
also display additional information about the Recipient, such as the Recipient’s
address and the Recipient’s interests, as part of the gallery.

[00110] Fig. 7 includes an add gift or characteristic icon 705 that, when clicked or
otherwise activated by a user, causes the gift collaboration system to display the
create gift idea interface illustrated in Fig. 9 to be displayed. The gift idea interface is
described in greater detail below. Returning now to Fig. 7, the group interface 700
can also be configured to display gift ideas that have already been associated with the
group. For example, gift idea 710 has been added from the receiver’s wish list. Gift
ideas can be added by members of the group or generated from a wish list created by
the Recipient associated with the group.

[00111] Fig. 9 illustrates an example of a gift idea interface 900. The gift idea
interface 900 can be configured to allow users to suggest gift ideas for a receiver that
can be associated with the group. The gift idea interface 900 can also be configured
to allow users to suggest and associate specific gift items with the gift idea that
members of the group can discuss, claim, and/or purchase for the receiver. The gift
idea and the suggested gift items can provoke discussion amongst the members of the
group and may inspire group members to suggest additional gift ideas and/or gift
items that in turn may be discussed, claimed, and/or purchased by the group members.
The associations between gift idea and gift items and the associations between the
receiver and gift ideas and/or gift items can be used by the recommendation module
240 to improve the recommendations made for the receiver associated with the group
and/or for other receivers. For example, if users associate particular gift items (e.g., a
particular brand and model of camera) with a particular gift idea (e.g., “point and
shoot camera”), the recommendation module 240 of the gift collaboration system can
be configured to take into account these recommendations when selecting products to
recommend when a related gift idea is added to a group in the future. For example,
the recommendation module might select the recommended brands and/or models of
camera associated with the “point and shoot camera” gift idea and suggest those
brands and/or models or camera for other related gift ideas (e.g., “digital camera” or
“camera”). The recommendation module 240 can also be configured to give more

weight to items that have been suggested as gift items than to other items that may be
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available from affiliated retailers when determining items to be recommended to a
user.

[00112] The gift idea interface 900 provides an example of one type of interface that
may be provided by the gift collaboration system that allows users to add gift ideas,
associate gift items with gift ideas, and claim and/or purchase gift items. Other
implementations of the gift idea interface may capture additional and/or different
information than is discussed herein with respect to the gift interface 900.

[00113] The gift idea interface 900 can include a gift title 905. The gift title 905 can
be edited to change the text that describes the gift idea. In the example illustrated in
Fig. 9, the gift idea is for headphones and the gift title 905 currently display the text
“Headphones.”

[00114] The gift idea interface 900 can include a gift idea picture 910. The gift idea
picture 910 can be represented by a gift box icon or other icon if no picture has been
associated with the gift idea. The gift idea interface 900 can be configured to allow
the user to change the gift idea picture 910 by clicking on the select picture control
915, which causes the user interface module 222 to display a picture selection
interface. The picture selection interface can be configured to allow the user to select
a picture from the user’s computer or from a location on the Internet, such as a web
page, by entering the Uniform Resource Locator (URL) or Uniform Resource
Indicator (URI) of an image of the gift item.

[00115] The gift idea description 920 can be used to provide a description of the gift
idea. The user can edit the information included in the gift idea description 920 and
the information included in the gift idea description 920 can also be displayed with
the gift item in the gallery view illustrated in Fig. 7.

[00116] The comments section 940 allows users to enter comments about the gift
idea. For example, a user might enter information about the size, color, or other
attributes of a gift. The comments section 940 allows users in the group to collaborate
in the gift giving process by engaging in conversations about the gift idea. Other
users from the group who access the gift idea interface 900 for that gift are able to
view the comments that have been posted for the gift idea and post their own
comments to encourage collaboration among the group members.

[00117] The gift idea interface 900 can be configured to allow a member of the group
to “tag” or identify a person that is mentioned in a message in the comments section

940. The message may be created by the member of the group who is tagging the
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person or may have been posted by another member of the group. The person being
tagged might be a user of the gift collaboration system or may be a person who is not
yet a member of the gift collaboration system. The gift idea interface 900 can be
configured to collect various information identifying the tagged person, such as their
name, an email address or other contact information, and usernames associated with
the person in the gift collaboration system and/or one or more social networking
services. The gift idea interface 900 can be configured to interface with the invitation
processing module 224 to send an invitation to join the group to the tagged person. If
the tagger person is not yet a member of the gift collaboration system, the invitation
processing module 224 can be configured to send an invitation to the tagged person
inviting that person to set up an account with the gift collaboration system. Similar
tagging logic can be implemented in other interfaces of the gift collaboration system
where members of the group may post messages. The tagging logic described herein
can also be implemented in a social networking service or other electronic
communications environment where users of the service can post messages and/or
communicate with other members. For example, a first user of a social networking
service can tag a second user included in a post to a third user’s page in a social
networking service, and the social networking service can be configured to collect
information identifying the tagged person, and to invite the tagged person to join the
social networking service the tagged person is not a member of the social networking
service or to associated the collected information with the tagged user if the user is
already a member of the social networking service.

[00118] The gift price 935 can be used to set a price for the gift if a price is known or
to enter an estimated or desired price for the gift idea if a specific price for the gift
idea is not known. For example, if a creating or editing the gift idea illustrated in Fig.
9 knows the price of a particular set of headphones that he or she would like to
recommend, the user can enter a price here. The user can also enter a desired price
that the user would like to spend for the gift, ¢.g. $100.

[00119] The “love” icon 935 allows user to click the icon to allow the user to express
that user favorable view’s the gift idea. The love icon 935 can include a counter that
displays how many members of the group “love” the gift idea. The “love” icon 935
and/or the counter of how many members of the group love the gift idea can also be
displayed as part of the information about the gift idea that is included in the gallery

view illustrated in Fig. 7.
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[00120] The gift idea interface 900 can also include a claim gift idea button 925 that
allows the user to indicate that they are claiming the gift idea for the receiver. By
claiming the gift idea, the user can indicate that he or she would like to purchase or
contribute to a gift related to the gift idea for the receiver.

[00121] The gift idea interface 900 can be configured to include a copy gift idea
button (not shown) that can be used to make a copy of a gift idea. Clicking on the
copy gift idea button causes the gift collaboration system to copy at least a subset of
the information for the gift idea into a new gift idea record associated with the group
and populate the gift idea interface 900 with the information in the new record.
According to some implementations, the votes and/or comments associated with a gift
idea would not be copied to the newly created gift idea when a copy of a gift idea is
created.

[00122] Fig. 10 illustrates an example of the gift idea interface 900 where the claim
gift button 925 has been replaced with a done editing button 1025 when the user is in
the process of editing information associated with the group. For example, if the user
clicks on the gift idea description 920 and begins changing the text, the gift idea
interface 900 can be configured to display the done editing button 1025 that allows
the user to confirm the changes to the information associated with the group. In
alternative implementations, the gift idea interface 900 can be configured to display
the done editing button 1025 in addition to the claim gift idea button 925, and the gift
idea interface 900 may be configured to disable the claim gift idea button 925 while
the gift idea information is being edited by the user. The gift collaboration system can
also be configured to allow other users to view a gift idea while another user is editing
the gift idea information, but the gift collaboration system can be configured to
disable the claim gift idea button 925.

[00123] Fig. 11 illustrates an example of a delete gift idea interface 1100 that can be
displayed to a user if the user selects a delete gift idea on the gift idea interface 900.
The delete gift idea interface 1100 can prompt the user to confirm whether the user
would like to delete the gift idea. The user interface module 222 can be configured to
route the user back to the gift idea interface 900 if the user elects to cancel the
deletion of the gift idea. The user interface module 222 can also be configured to
route the user back to the group interface 700 if the user elects to delete the current

gift idea. The gift collaboration system can be configured to only allow
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administrators to delete gift ideas. In some implementations, a user who created a gift
idea can also be authorized to delete the gift idea.

[00124] Fig. 12 illustrates an example of the gift idea interface 900 where the gift
idea includes gallery items 1215. The gallery items 1215 represent items associated
with a gift idea that one or more members of the group have suggested as items that
may be potentially selected for purchase for the recipient associated with the group.
In some implementations, the gallery items can be sorted by how much group
members “love” the gallery items. For example, the gallery items can be ordered
based on the number of members of the group that indicated that they “love” the
gallery item by clicking the love icon 935 included on the gift idea interface 900. In
the example illustrated in Fig. 12, the left-most gallery item has been selected from
the gallery items 1215, and a picture associated with the selected gallery item is
displayed in the gift idea picture 910 area of the gift idea interface 900. Fig. 13
illustrates an example of the gift idea interface 900 where none of the gallery items
1215 are selected. As can be seen from Fig. 13, the gift idea interface 900 can be
configured to display the gift idea picture 910 (if any) associated with the gift idea if
no gallery item 1215 is selected.

[00125] The gift price 935 can also be updated to display a price associated with the
selected gallery item. As described above with respect to Fig. 9, a price may be
manually entered by a group member. In some implementations, a gallery item 1215
can be linked to an item for sale on an external website. Where the gallery item 1215
is linked to an item for sale on an external website, the gift price 935 can be updated
to reflect the price of the linked item on the external website. The gift price 935 can
also include a label that indicates that the gallery item is linked to an external site and
the label can include the name or another identifier associated with the external
website. Fig. 19 illustrates and example of the gift idea interface 900 where five gifts
have been added to the gallery items 1215. Fig. 19 also illustrates a variant of the gift
idea interface 900 where the a purchase gift button 1925 is included in addition to the
claim gift idea button 925. The purchase gift button 1925 provides can be configured
to claim the gift and to cause launch a purchase interface that allows the user to
complete the purchase transaction of the gift from an affiliated online retailer.

[00126] Fig. 14 illustrates an example of the gift idea interface 900 displaying a
delete gallery item interface 1405. A user who added the gallery item or an

administrator associated with the group can delete an item from the gallery items
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1215. For example, the gift idea interface 900 can be configured to include a delete
button (not shown) that allows a user to select and item from the gallery items 1215
and click the delete button to remove the gallery item from the gallery items 1215.
[00127] Fig. 15 illustrates an example of the gift idea interface 900 displaying an add
item to gallery interface 1505 that can be used to add an item to the gallery items
1215. The gift idea interface 900 can be accessed by clicking on a gift idea displayed
by the group interface 700. The add item to gallery interface 1505 can include item
search criteria field 1510. The user can enter a name of a product, keywords
associated with a product, and/or a URL of a website where a product is available
online. The user interface module 222 can pass the search criteria to the search
module 242, and the search module 242 can search for products associated with the
search criteria entered by the user. The search module 242 can be configured to
conduct a search on one or more online merchant sites for products associated with
the search criteria. Fig. 19 illustrates an example of the gift idea interface 900 where
five gifts have been added to the gallery items 1215.

[00128] Products matching the search criteria can be displayed in the search results
section 1515. The search results section can include various details associated with
the products that match the search criteria, such as a product image, product
description, price, and seller information. The search results section 1515 can include
controls that allow a user to add one or more of the search results to the gallery items
1215.

[00129] In some implementations, a default set of search criteria based on the gift
idea title 905 and/or the gift idea description 920 can be used to conduct a product
search and to provide a default set of search results to populate the search results
section 1515 if no search criteria have been entered in the search criteria field 1510.
The default set of search criteria can also be based on the keywords associated with
items that have already been added to the gallery items 1215 (if any).

[00130] Fig. 16 illustrates an example the gift idea interface 900 where the user has
begun typing in search criteria in the search criteria field 1510. The gift idea interface
900 can be configured to begin searching using keywords as the user types. The gift
idea interface 900 can also be configured to wait until the user presses the enter key or
a carriage return or clicks on a search button before beginning a search.

[00131] Fig. 17 illustrates an example of the gift idea interface 900 where the user

has entered a URL as search criteria in the search criteria field 1510. The search
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results displayed in the search results section 1515 can include the item associated
with the URL and the search criteria to the search module 242 can be configured to
search for other online retailer offering the same or similar product for sale and list
those products in the search results section 1515.

[00132] Fig. 18 illustrates an example of the gift idea interface 900 after a gift has
been claimed by a user. A member of the group can claim a particular item by
clicking on the claim gift idea button 925. The gift idea interface 900 can be
configured to replace the gift idea button 925 with a gift idea claimed icon 1825. The
gift idea interface 900 interface can be configured such that if the user clicks on the
gift idea claimed icon 1825 again, the gift idea can be “unclaimed” and the gift idea
button 925 will once again be displayed. Unclaiming a gift idea allows other member
of the group to claim the gift idea.

[00133] Once a gift has been claimed, the gift idea interface 900 can be configured to
display a claimed gift title 1810 that describes the gift that has been claimed. The gift
idea interface 900 can also be configured to display product details from one or more
online retailer partners that offer the claimed gift items for sale. The gift idea
interface 900 can optionally display the name of an online partner 1815 before one or
more products on offer 1820 available from the online retailer partner. The gift idea
interface 900 can also be configured to include products on offer 1820 from other
non-affiliated online retailers. The gift idea interface 900 can be configured such that
products on offer 1820 from affiliated online retailers are displayed at the top of the
list, while those on offer from non-affiliated online retailers may be displayed farther
down in the list. Each of the products on offer 1820 can include a button, link, or
other control that the user can activate to access more information about the product
on offer and/or to complete a purchase of the offer. In some implementations,
activating the button, link, or other control associated with a product on offer causes a
the gift idea interface 900 to load a web page associated with the product on offer at
the website of the online retailer, and the user can complete the purchase of the
product using whatever payment system that the online retailer offers. In other
implementations, the gift idea interface 900 can be configured to provide a payment
interface that through which the user can execute a payment for a selected item.
[00134] The gift idea interface 900 can also include a collaborative gift item button
1825 that, when clicked, allows the user to designate the gift as a collaborative gift.

Collaborative purchasing allows the user to indicate that the user would like to allow
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other group members to contribute toward the gift. The user interface module 222
can be configured to provide an electronic shopping cart interface that can collect
payments from members and transfer the payments to the online retailer to purchase
the desired goods or services from the third party retailer.

[00135] Figs. 20, 21, and 22 illustrate an add a gift idea interface 2000 that can be
used to associate a gift idea with a group. In one implementation, the add a gift idea
interface 2000 can be displayed when the add gift or characteristic icon 705 included
on the group interface 700 illustrated in Fig. 7 is activated. The add a gift idea
interface 2000 can allow the user to manually enter gift idea information or allow the
user to create a new gift idea identified in a search of products offered by online
retailers that match search criteria entered by the user.

[00136] The add a gift idea interface 2000 can include a text entry field 2005 that can
be used to enter a name of a gift idea, keywords associated with a gift idea, and/or a
URL associated with the gift idea that can be used to identify products being offered
by online retails.. Fig. 21 illustrates an example of the add a gift idea interface 2000
where the user has entered text into the text entry field 2005. The add a gift idea
interface 2000 can provide the text input to the user interface module 222 which can
in turn provide the text input to the search module 242, which can search online
retailers for products matching the text input. As the user enters text, a list of
matching products 2130 can be displayed and updated as the results become available.
[00137] If the user prefers to manually enter gift idea information, the user can
manually enter a price 2115 and a description 2120 for the gift idea. The user can
also select a picture to be associated with the gift idea 2110. The add a gift idea
interface 2000 can be configured to allow the user to select a picture to be associated
with gift idea 2110 from images stored on the user’s computer, from the Internet,
and/or a picture associated with one of the matching products 2130. In some
implementations, the add a gift idea interface 2000 can be configured to allow the
user to associate multiple pictures with a gift idea. The add as gift idea button 2125 is
configured to, when activated, associate the gift idea created by the user with the
group. Once a gift idea has been associated with a user, the gift idea can appear in the
group interface 700.

[00138] The user can also select one or more gifts ideas from the matching products

2130 to be associated with the group by clicking on or otherwise activating the add as
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gift idea button 2135 associated with a particular product from the list of matching
products 2130.

[00139] Fig. 22 illustrates an example of the add a gift idea interface 2000 where the
user has entered a URL into the text entry field 2005. If the user prefers to manually
enter gift idea information, the user can manually enter a price 2115 and a description
2120 for the gift idea as described with respect to the example illustrated in Fig. 21.
The user can also select a picture to be associated with the gift idea 2110. The add a
gift idea interface 2000 can be configured to allow the user to select a picture to be
associated with gift idea 2110 from images stored on the user’s computer, from the
Internet, and/or a picture associated with one of the matching products 2130. A list of
matching products associated with the URL entered can be displayed in the list of
matching products 2130. The add gift button 2125 and the add gift button 2135
function similarly as the one illustrated in Fig. 21.

[00140] The number of matching products 2130 illustrated in Figs. 21 and 22 are
merely illustrative and the actual number of matching products 2130 may vary based
on the search criteria entered and is not limited to the examples illustrated in Figs. 21
and 22.

[00141] Fig. 23 illustrates a gift idea settings interface 2300 that can be used to
associate a gift idea with a group. The gift idea settings interface 2300 can be used to
view and/or update information associated with the gift associated with a group. The
gift idea settings interface 2300 can include a gift title field 2305 can be configured to
display the title of the gift (if one has already been provided) and to allow a user to
edit or enter a new title to be associated with the gift idea. The members subscribed
to this gift gallery 2310 provides a listing of the users who are subscribed to receive
updates regarding this gift. Subscribed members can be provided with updates when
changes are made to the gift idea. For example, members of subscribed to the gift can
be notified if someone claims the gift idea, someone purchases the gift, or if a
collaborative purchase has received enough funds to purchase the gift. The gift
claimed by user information 2320 can display information about a user that has
claimed the gift idea (if any) and can include a control that allows the user who
created the gift idea, the user who claimed the gift, or an administrator to “unclaim”
the gift. Unclaiming the gift causes the gift collaboration system to reset the gift to an
unclaimed state, which allows other members associated with the group to claim the
gift.
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[00142] The current gift suggestions 2340 can provide a gallery of gift items that
have been associated with a particular gift idea. In the example illustrated in Fig. 23,
the current gift suggestions 2340 include three pairs of headphones that have been
suggested by members of the group with which the gift idea is associated. Members
of the group can suggest gift ideas using the various interfaces described above. The
gift idea settings interface 2300 can also be configured to allow the creator of a gift
idea, the member who added a gift item to the gift idea, or an administrator can also
delete a gift item. The update button 2360 can be configured to allow the user to save
any changes to that were made to the gift settings. The update button 2360 can also
be configured to close the gift idea settings interface 2300 after the gift settings have
been updated. The cancel button 2365 can be configured to allow the user to cancel
any changes that were made to the gift settings, to close the gift idea settings interface
2300, and to return to the previous interface.

[00143] The gift settings interface 2300 can be configured to allow the only allow a
user who created the gift or an administrator from the group with which the gift is
associated to edit or delete a gift.

[00144] One aspect of the gift collaboration system is that user can create wish lists
of items that they would like to receive. A user can add items to a wish list that can
be made visible to members of groups where the user is the receiver associated with
that group. The items on the wish list can appear in the group interface 700 illustrated
in Fig. 7, providing information to group members regarding the types of things that
the user likes and would like to receive.

[00145] Fig. 24 illustrates a wish list item interface 2400 that is similar to the gift
idea interface 900. The wish list item interface 2400 can include a claim item button
2425 that operates similarly to the claim item button 925 illustrated in Fig. 9 and
allows a member of the group to claim a gift item on the user’s wish list. The wish
list item interface 2400 can also include a purchase button (not shown) that operates
similarly to the purchase button 1925 illustrated in Fig. 19 and operates to allow a
member of the group to claim and purchase a particular gift. The wish list item
interface 2400 can also include receiver comments 2420 where the receiver can post
information comments about the wish list item that can be viewed by members of the
group if the receiver has configured the wish list to be visible to group members.
[00146] Fig. 25 is an example of a wish list settings interface that can be provided by

the gift collaboration system to allow a receiver to configure the privacy settings of
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his or her wish list. The wish list interface includes a privacy level setting 2505 that
allows the user to set the privacy level setting associated with his or her wish list. In
the example illustrated in Fig. 25, there are two privacy level settings. The first
option is “open” where anyone in a group that makes the receiver a recipient of a gift
can view the wish list. The second option is “private” where only the user that
created the wish list can view the contents of the wish list. The privacy levels
illustrated in this example are merely one example of levels of privacy setting levels
that may be used and other implementations might include additional privacy level
settings and/or other privacy levels settings.

[00147] Figs. 26-36 illustrate examples of the gift idea interface 900 where the user
has elected to claim a gift and designate the gift as a collaborative purchase where
contributions toward the gift can be solicited from other members of the group. Fig.
26 illustrates an example of the gift idea interface 900 where a gift item has been
claimed. The gift idea interface 900 includes a collaborative purchase section 2610
that allows the user to designate the claimed gift item as a collaborative purchase and
to configure parameters of the purchase. Fig. 27 illustrates an example of the gift idea
interface 900 where the collaborative purchase section 2610 has been replaced by a
collaborative purchase parameters section 2710 that includes fields for capturing
information about the collaborative purchase. In the example illustrated in Fig. 27,
the collaborative purchase parameters 2710 include a total purchase price and an
option to only purchase the gift item if enough money is raised. The total purchase
price can be treated as a threshold amount and compared to the contributions collected
from group members to determine whether to purchase the gift item.

[00148] Fig. 28 is an example of the gift idea interface 900 that includes additional
collaborative purchase parameters 2810. For example, the additional collaborative
purchase parameters 2810 illustrated in Fig. 28 allows the user to select which
members of the group are invited to participate in the collaborative gift and/or select
all members of the group. The additional collaborative purchase parameters 2810
also allow the user to specify a suggested contribution amount and can allow the user
to set provide a message to display to those invited to contribute to the collaborative
purchase. The collaborative purchase parameters 2810 can also allow the user to
specify a set contribution amount to be made by contributors and/or a maximum or

minimum contribution amount.
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[00149] Once the collaborative purchase parameters have been set, the user can set
up a purchase account that can be used to deposit funds contributed by members of
the group. Fig. 29 illustrates an example of the gift idea interface 900 where an
account information section 2910 is included. The account information section 2910
allows the user to enter account information where contributions toward the gift are to
be deposited. The purchasing module 230 of the gift collaboration system can be
configured to allow the user to user various types of accounts, such as a third party
payments system (e.g. Paypal), a deposit account at a bank, a credit card, or other
types of account. In the example illustrated in Fig. 29, the account information
section 2910 is asking the user to enter details of a Paypal account, but the interface
could be modified to request information for other types of account or to allow the
user to select an account type that the user would prefer to use for deposits. Fig. 30
illustrate an example of a confirmation 3010 that can be displayed to the user once an
account has been successfully linked to the collaborative purchase of the gift.

[00150] Fig. 31 illustrates an example of the gift idea interface 900 that has been
updated to display collaborative purchase details 3110. The view illustrated in Fig. 31
is a view that can be displayed to the user that claimed the gift and set up the
collaborative purchase. The collaborative purchase details 3110 include the current
contributions toward the gift and can allow the user to modify parameters of the
collaborative purchase, such as the suggested contribution and the invitees. Other
implementations may also allow the user to modify other parameters of the
collaborative purchase.

[00151] Fig. 32 illustrates an example of the gift idea interface 900 that displays
collaborative purchase details 3210. The view illustrated in Fig. 32 is a view that can
be displayed to other members of the group who are not the user that claimed the gift
and set up the collaborative purchase. The collaborative purchase details 3210 can
include read-only details of the collaborative purchase and can include a contribute
button that allows those invited to contribute to the collaborative purchase to make a
contribution toward the purchase of the gift.

[00152] Fig. 33 illustrates an example of the gift idea interface 900 where a user has
clicked the contribute button illustrated in Fig. 32 and the collaborative purchase
details 3310 have been updated to allow the user to enter payment account
information. The example of Fig. 32 illustrates a Paypal account being used as the

payment account, but as described above various types of payment accounts can be
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used and the collaborative purchase details 3310 can be configured to display an
appropriate set of account information fields depending on the type of account
selected. Fig. 34 illustrates a view of the gift idea interface 900 after the user has
entered the payment account information and the collaborative purchase details 3410
are displayed. The collaborative purchase details allow the user to enter a
contribution amount and confirm the contribution. Fig. 35 illustrates a view of the
gift idea interface 900 where the collaborative purchase details 3510 display a
confirmation of the contribution made by the user.

[00153] Fig. 36 is a flow diagram of a method for facilitating collaboration on gift
ideas for a recipient in the gift collaboration system. A group can be associated with a
particular receiver who is the intended recipient of gifts associated with the group.
Members of the group can collaborate to develop gift ideas and may claim gifts that
they intend to purchase for the receiver.

[00154] The gift collaboration system can create a new group in response to a request
from a user (stage 3605). For example, a user can use the create group interface 300
described above to create a new group. The request from the user can include various
information about the group, such as the who is the intended receiver associated with
the group, who should be invited to join the group, a name for the group, a description
of the group, and an image that can be displayed in association with the group, and/or
other information.

[00155] The gift collaboration system can be configured to associate the group with
existing receiver (stage 3610). The receiver module 252 of the gift collaboration
system can be configured to search for an existing receiver that is associated with one
or more groups and/or wish lists in the system. The system can be configured to
suggest to the user creating the group that one or more potentially matching existing
receivers have been found and to present a list of the potential matches to the user
creating the group. The user creating the group can select one of the existing users or
indicate that the group is not associated with any of the potential matches identified
by the gift collaboration system, and a new receiver can be created. If the user
indicates that the group is being created for an existing receiver, the gift collaboration
system can be configured to associate the newly created group with the existing
receiver. The existing receivers can be identified using various techniques. For
example, an existing receiver can be matched to the name, email address, or other

identifying information provided by the user creating the new group. The receiver
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can be identified using information in a contact list and/or the social network
connections associated with the user creating the group. The information provided by
the user creating the group and the information collected from the user’s contacts
and/or social network connections can then be used by the receiver module 252 to
search for potential matches in the system. The gift collaboration system can attempt
to match the information provided by the user and that determined by the system with
existing receivers that are already in the system. The receiver module 252 of the gift
collaboration system can attempt to match with any user registered with the system
whether that user is a receiver or merely a member of one or more group.

[00156] Once a group has been created, the gift collaboration system can receive gift
idea information from a member of the group (stage 3615). For example, a user
associated with the group can create a new gift idea associated with the group using
the gift idea interface 900 described above. The gift idea information can include a
name for the gift idea, a description associated with the gift idea, and one or more
suggested gift items that to be associated with the gift idea. The suggested gift items
can be items that the user creating the gift idea believes may be good candidates for
gifts for the receiver associated with the group and that the user would like to discuss
with other members of the group. Other members of the group can also suggest gift
ideas once the group has been created. The gift collaboration system can also be
configured to provide a group collaboration interface for discussing the gift idea once
the gift has been created (stage 3620). For example, the various interfaces discussed
above, including the group interface 700 and the gift idea interface 900 provide a
group collaboration interface where group members can collaborate on gift ideas for a
recipient. The gift idea interface 900 can be used by members of the group to
collaborate on the gift idea. For example, members of the group can post comments
associated with gift ideas that can be viewed and responded to by other members of
the group. The gift idea interface 900 can also allow members of the group to
associate additional gift items with the gift idea. The gift idea interface 900 can also
be configured to allow members of the group to invite others to join the group. The
group idea interface 900 can be configured to prevent the receiver from being invited
from joining the group and/or can also be configured to prevent the receiver from
accessing the gift idea information, such as the suggested products, the comments

posted by the users, and/or viewing who is a member of the group.
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[00157] One or more gift items can also be suggested for the recipient based on the
group collaboration information and/or recipient information (stage 3625). The
recommendation module 240 of the gift collaboration system can be configured to
suggest gift items for the recipient based on the group collaboration information
and/or the recipient information determined in stage 3615. For example, an existing
receiver can have one or more active groups associated with that receiver or may have
one or more groups that were created to collaborate on gift ideas for past events.
Each of these groups may have one or more gift ideas and/or gift items associated
with that group. The information associated with both the currently active groups and
the past groups can be archived by the system and used to build a profile for the
recipient that can be used to identify what types of gifts items that the receiver may be
interested in receiving. The receiver can also have one or more wish lists associated
with the receiver. For example, a receiver could have a wish list for her birthday, a
wish list for Valentine’s Day, and a wish list for her wedding in the system. Some of
the list may be active while others may be associated with past events and are no
longer active. The gift collaboration system can archive the user’s wish lists and use
the archived data to further build the profile associated with the recipient. The
advertising module 236 of the gift collaboration system can also be configured to
select one or more targeted advertisements to display to the user based on the group
collaboration information and/or the recipient information determined in stage 3615.
The targeted advertisements can be selected from one or more affiliated retailers that
offer products that may be of interest to the receiver based on the information
collected for the receiver, such as past gifts and wish list information) and the
discussions between members of the group. The user interface module 222 can be
configured to provide an interface that allows the user to select one or more of the
advertised items to be associated with the group as gift items. The user interface
module 222 can also be configured to interface with the purchasing module 230 to
allow the user to claim and/or purchase the selected gift items.

[00158] Fig. 37 is a flow diagram of a method for adding members to a group in the
gift collaboration system. The method includes receiving at the gift collaboration
system a set of invitees from a member of the group (stage 3705). The member of the
group can be the user that created the group or can be another member of the group.
In some implementations, the user can invite users to join the group at the time that a

group is created by using the create group interface 300. A user can also invite users
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to join an existing group via the group settings interface 500. The user who created
the group can also opt to limit the invitation of additional members to the group to
that user or to administrator users associated with the group at the time that the group
is created using the group interface 300. The group settings interface 500 can also be
configured to include controls that allow the user that created the group or a group
administrator to change the group settings that indicate whether other users in the
group may invite others to join the group. In some implementations, the gift
collaboration system can be configured to suggest potential invitees to the user. For
example, the gift collaboration system can be configured to suggest invitees that are in
the contact list or are social network contacts of the receiver associated with the group
and/or with members of the group.

[00159] The gift collaboration system can be configured to send invitations to the
invitees (stage 3710). The gift collaboration system can include an invitation
processing module 224 can configured to receive requests to invite users to join a
group. As described above, the invitation processing module 224 can be configured
to send electronic invitations to the invitees using various techniques, such as private
messages via social networking services, email, text messages. The invitations can
include a web address for a new account creation page that allows the invitee to create
an account with the gift collaboration system or to log into an existing account and
link that account to the group. The invitations can also include a hyperlink that the
user can click to be automatically redirected to a landing page on the gift
recommendation service that allows users to create a new account. The invitations
can also include a unique code that is associated with the invitation that will identify
the invitee to the gift recommendation service.

[00160] Responses from one or more of the invitees can then be received (stage
3715) and invitees that responded affirmatively to the invitation to join the group can
be added to the group (stage 3720). The invitation processing module 224 can also be
configured to process responses received from invitees based on the various
techniques described above. In some implementations, a “shell” or incomplete
account can be created for a user that responds affirmatively to the invitation if that
user does not already have a user account on the gift collaboration system and the
invitee can be prompted to complete the account registration when the invitee visits
the gift collaboration system or through reminders sent to the invitee. If an invitation

was sent to a known user of the gift collaboration system, the user can be added to the
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group when an affirmative response is received from the user. If an invitee has a user
account but was not identified by the gift collaboration system at the time that the
invitation was generated, the invitation can include an option that allows the user to
provide authentication credentials to the gift collaboration system so that the
invitation is associated with the user’s account and the user is added to the group.
[00161] Fig. 38 is a flow diagram of a method for creating a new gift idea in the gift
collaboration system. The gift collaboration system can receive gift idea information
from user (stage 3805). For example, the gift collaboration system can be configured
to receive gift idea information from a user via the gift idea interface 900 illustrated in
Fig. 9. The gift idea information can include a name for the gift idea, a description
associated with the gift idea, and one or more suggested gift items that to be
associated with the gift idea. The suggested gift items can be items that the user
creating the gift idea believes may be good candidates for gifts for the receiver
associated with the group and that the user would like to discuss with other members
of the group. Other members of the group can also suggest gift ideas once the group
has been created.

[00162] The gift collaboration system can then associate the gift idea with the group
(stage 3810) and to provide a gift discussion interface (stage 3815). When a request
to create a new gift idea is received, the gift collaboration system can create a new
record in the data store 250 representing the new gift idea and associate the record
with the group. Once a gift idea has been associated with a group, members of the
group can see that gift idea, discuss the gift idea, collaborate on gift items associated
with the gift idea, and/or claim gift ideas via the gift idea interface 900. The gift ideas
associated with a group can be accessed via the group interface 700 illustrated in Fig.
7.

[00163] The gift collaboration system can also be configured to receive a gift claim
request from a member of the group (stage 3820). In one implementation, the gift
idea interface 900 can include a claim gift button 925 that a member of the group can
use to claim a particular gift. The gift collaboration system can then be configured to
process the claim (stage 3825). As described above, claiming a gift indicates that the
user intends to purchase that gift for the receiver and the gift is marked as claimed so
that other user may not claim that gift. In some implementations, the gift
collaboration system may be configured to require that the user confirming the gift

confirm that the gift has been purchased within a specific time period otherwise the
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gift collaboration system can be configured to unclaim the gift and make the gift
available to other users to claim. A method for processing a gift claim is illustrated in
Fig. 39.

[00164] Fig. 39 is a flow diagram of a method for processing a request to claim a gift
in the gift collaboration system. The method illustrated in Fig. 39 can be used to
implement the step 3825 in the method illustrated in Fig. 38. The gift collaboration
system can be configured to mark the gift as being claimed (stage 3905). Marking the
gift as being claimed prevents other users from attempting to claim the same gift for
the receiver. For example, the claim gift button 925 included in the gift idea interface
900 can be disabled in response to a user claiming a gift. The gift idea interface 900
can also be configured to display which user has claimed a gift and whether the gift
has been claimed as a collaborative gift. The gift collaboration system can then make
a determination whether the user has requested to purchase the gift (stage 3910). If
the gift collaboration system determines that the user has claimed the gift, but has not
requested that the user has initiated an online purchase, the gift collaboration system
can notify members of the group that have subscribed for updates for the gift idea that
the gift has been claimed (stage 3915). A user can elect to claim a gift item and to
purchase the gift item offline or from an online retailer not affiliated with the gift
collaboration system.

[00165] The gift collaboration system can then be configured to make a
determination whether the user has requested a collaborative gift purchase (stage
3920). If the user claiming the gift has requested that the gift be a collaborative
purchase, the gift collaboration system can be configured to perform a collaborative
gift purchasing procedure (stage 3930).  Collaborative purchasing involves
contributions from multiple members of the group. A collaborative purchasing
procedure is illustrated in Fig. 41. Otherwise, if the gift collaboration system
determines that the purchase is not a collaborate purchase, the gift collaboration
system can perform a non-collaborative purchasing procedure (stage 3925) where the
user claiming the gift pays for the entire purchase of the gift and does not solicit or
receive contributions from other members of the group. A non-collaborative
purchasing procedure is illustrated in Fig. 40.

[00166] Fig. 40 is a flow diagram of a method for processing a request to purchase a
gift in the gift collaboration system. The gift collaboration system can receive request

to purchase gift item (stage 4005). For example, a user can click the claim gift button
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925 on the gift idea interface 900. The gift idea interface 900 can be configured to
prompt the user whether the user would like to purchase the claimed gift. If the user
answers affirmatively, the gift collaboration system can be configured to determine
whether purchase can be processed by gift collaboration system (stage 4015). The
purchasing module 230 can be configured to determine whether a particular product
can be purchased through the gift collaboration system from an online affiliate or
whether the gift is only available from a non-affiliated retailer. The purchasing
module 230 can be configured to process payments for affiliated online retailers. The
purchasing module 230 can be configured to determine whether a particular gift item
is available from an affiliated or non-affiliated retailer based on the gift idea
information associated with the gift item. The gift idea information entered by the
user can be examined to determine whether the item was selected from a particular
retailer. The purchasing module 230 can also be integrated with the advertising
module 236, and the purchasing module 230 can be configured to instruct the
advertising module 236 to search for and display related items when a user claims
and/or purchases an item for a receiver. The advertising module 236 can display one
or more related items to the user and the user can be provided with the opportunity to
purchase the related items for the receiver and/or to associate one or more of the
related items with the group as a gift item. If one or more of the related items are
associated with the group as a gift item, the members of the group can discuss these
items with other members of the group and can also claim or purchase these items.

[00167] If the item to be purchased is available from an affiliated online retailer, the
purchasing module 230 can be configured to collect payment information from user
(stage 4020). For example, the purchasing module 230 may offer various payment
methods, such as electronic funds transfer (EFT), credit card processing, or payments
via a third party payment processor, such as PayPal, Amazon Payments, Google
Checkout, or other payment processing service. The purchasing module 230 can then
perform purchase transaction (stage 4025) using the payment method requested by the
user. The purchasing module 230 can be configured to interface with affiliated
retailers to complete the purchase of the gift item from the online retailer. The
purchasing module can also be configured to provide purchase receipt to user (stage
4030) once the purchase has been completed. The receipt for the purchase can be sent
to the user electronically via email or displayed to the user on a web page that the user

can elect to print.

40



WO 2013/036856 PCT/US2012/054291

[00168] Alternatively, if the gift item that the user would like to purchase is not
available from an affiliated online retailer, the gift collaboration system can be
configured to direct user to third party retail site to complete transaction (stage 4015).
For example, a user may have associated a gift item with a gift idea where the gift
item is available from a retailer that is not affiliated with the gift collaboration system.
The gift collaboration system can be configured to direct the user to a webpage for the
retailer offering the product if available. The gift item information provided by the
user who associated the gift item with a gift idea may include the URL of the
webpage of the retailer offering the gift item for sale. If the URL is not available, the
gift collaboration system can be configured to display a message to the user that the
URL of the retailer is not available and the gift item information that is available can
be presented to the user. The gift collaboration system can also be configured to
receive confirmation from user that purchase completed (stage 4020). The user can
confirm that the user has purchased the gift item that the user claimed and the gift
collaboration system can optionally update the gift item as to a purchased state.
[00169] Fig. 41 is a flow diagram of a method for processing a request for
collaborative purchasing of a gift in the gift collaboration system. The method
illustrated in Fig. 41 can be used to implement stage 3930 in the method illustrated in
Fig. 39.

[00170] The gift collaboration system can receive collaborative gift information from
a user (stage 4105). The collaborative gift information can be collected by the gift
idea interface 900 when the user identifies a claimed gift item as a collaborative
purchase. The gift idea interface 900 can be configured to collect information about
the collaborative purchase including: a threshold amount that needs to be collected to
purchase the gift, gift information describing the gift and identifying an online retailer
selling the gift (if available), a suggested contribution amount for contributions from
the members of the group, and a collaborative purchase message to be displayed to
members of the group viewing the gift item. The threshold can define a minimum
amount of money to be collected from or pledged by members of the group in order
for the collaborative purchase to be completed. The threshold amount can equal the
price of the item to be purchased, but the user could configure the threshold such that
if a particular dollar amount or percentage of the purchase price is contributed by
members of the group, the user setting up the collaborative purchase will pay the

remaining amount due for the gift item. The user can also specify whether the
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contributors will need to pay money upfront or can pledge money toward the
collaborative gift. If pledges are allowed, no money would be collected from those
pledging money toward the gift until the threshold amount of pledges are received.
[00171] The gift collaboration system can then receive account information for a
payment account from the user to link to an existing user account or prompt the user
to create a new payment account and link to newly created account (stage 4110). The
payment account is an account where the contributions toward the gift account can be
deposited. For example, the payment account could be a bank account, a credit card
account, or an account with a payment service, such as PayPal or other payment
service provider who provides similar types of payment services. The user can be
prompted to set up a new account and link to that account or can provide information
identifying an existing payment account. Some collaborative gifts can be set up such
that the users make pledges toward a target amount, and the pledges are not collected
from users until the pledges exceed a threshold amount. In the pledge situation, a
payment account can still be set up to collect the money from the users once the
pledges exceed the threshold amount set by the user who set up the collaborative
payment.

[00172] The user can also provide a set of invitees who are invited to participate in
the collaborative gift (stage 4115). Step 4115 is similar to that of steps illustrated in
the method illustrated in Fig. 37. The user can select members of the group to
participate in the collaborative payment. The user can select a subset of members of
the group to participate or can elect to invite all members in the group to participate.
The invitation processing module 224 of the gift collaboration system can then be
configured to send invitations to the set of invitees identified by the user, and can
collect responses from the invitees. Those invites that affirmatively respond to the
invitation can be added to the members of the group that can participate in the
collaborative payment.

[00173] Once members have been added to the collaborative payment group, the
purchasing module 230 can receive payments toward the gift item and/or pledges
toward the gift item from members of the collaborative payment group (stage 4120).
Depending on how the collaborative payment group was setup, the members of the
group may be able to make payments toward the collaborative gift and/or pledge an
amount toward the collaborative gift. If a pledge is made, the member making the

pledge is not charged for the pledge amount until the funding threshold for the
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collaborative gift is reached. The collaborative gift can also have been set up to limit
the payments to pledges to fixed amounts or to a minimum or maximum amount per
member of the collaborative payment group. For example, the pledge or payment
amounts might be limited to be in $10 increments or may have a minimum payment
constraint of $5 and a maximum payment constraint of $25 associated with them.
[00174] A determination can be made whether the threshold amount for the
collaborative gift has been reached (stage 4125). As described above, the threshold
amount can equal the price of the item to be purchased, but the user could configure
the threshold such that if a particular dollar amount or percentage of the purchase
price is contributed by members of the group, the user setting up the collaborative
purchase will pay the remaining amount due for the gift item. The purchasing module
230 can compare the total amount of payments and or pledges made toward the
collaborative gift to the threshold amount.

[00175] If threshold amount has been collected, the gift item associated with the
collaborative gift can be purchased (stage 4135). If the threshold amount has been
met, the purchasing module 230 can be configured to apply the collected funds toward
the purchase of the gift item. If pledges were collected instead of monetary
contributions, the purchasing module 230 can be configured to debit the accounts of
cach of the users who pledged money and apply the collected money toward the
purchase of the gift item. The purchasing process can operate similarly to the non-
collaborative purchase method illustrated in Fig. 40 once the funds have been
collected for the collaborative gift.

[00176] If the threshold amount has not yet been collected, a determination can be
made whether the deadline to contribute toward the collaborative gift has expired
(stage 4130). The user creating the collaborative payment toward the gift can specify
a date and/or time deadline by which the threshold amount for the collaborative gift
must be received. The purchasing module 230 can compare this deadline to the
current date and/or time if the threshold amount has not yet been met. The purchasing
module 230 can be configured to send out a reminder to members of the group that
the target amount has not yet been collected for the gift and a reminder of the deadline
to participate in the collaborative purchase of the gift item.

[00177] If the deadline to contribute to toward the collaborative purchase has expired,
the purchasing module 230 can be configured to notify group members that the

collaborative payment deadline has expired and the target threshold amount for the
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purchase was not received (stage 4145). The purchasing module 230 can be
configured to send a text message, an email message, a social networking message, or
other types of message to the members of the group to indicate that the collaborative
purchase did not meet its goal and has expired. The purchasing module 230 can also
be configured to refund any payments that were made toward the collaborative
purchase to the user who made those payments (stage 4150). The purchasing module
230 can also be configured to cancel any pledges that were made toward the
collaborative purchase. In some implementations, the purchasing module 230 can be
configured to send a message to the user who created the collaborative purchase to see
if the user would like to extend the deadline for meeting the goals for the
collaborative purchase prior to the refunding the payments, canceling pledges, and
canceling the collaborative purchase.

[00178] If the deadline to contribute to toward the collaborative purchase has not yet
expired, the method returns with stage 4120 to wait to receive payments / pledges
from members of the collaborative payment group (stage 4125).

[00179] Those of skill will appreciate that the various illustrative logical blocks,
modules, and algorithm steps described in connection with the embodiments disclosed
herein can often be implemented as electronic hardware, computer software, or
combinations of both. To clearly illustrate this interchangeability of hardware and
software, various illustrative components, blocks, modules, and steps have been
described above generally in terms of their functionality. Whether such functionality
is implemented as hardware or software depends upon the design constraints imposed
on the overall system. Skilled persons can implement the described functionality in
varying ways for each particular application, but such implementation decisions
should not be interpreted as causing a departure from the scope of the invention. In
addition, the grouping of functions within a module, block or step is for ease of
description. Specific functions or steps can be moved from one module or block
without departing from the invention.

[00180] The various illustrative logical blocks and modules described in connection
with the embodiments disclosed herein can be implemented or performed with a
general purpose processor, a digital signal processor (DSP), application specific
integrated circuit (ASIC), a field programmable gate array (FPGA) or other
programmable logic device, discrete gate or transistor logic, discrete hardware

components, or any combination thereof designed to perform the functions described
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herein. A general-purpose processor can be a microprocessor, but in the alternative,
the processor can be any processor, controller, microcontroller, or state machine. A
processor can also be implemented as a combination of computing devices, for
example, a combination of a DSP and a microprocessor, a plurality of
MiCroprocessors, one or more microprocessors in conjunction with a DSP core, or any
other such configuration.

[00181] The steps of a method or algorithm described in connection with the
embodiments disclosed herein can be embodied directly in hardware, in a software
module executed by a processor, or in a combination of the two. A software module
can reside in RAM memory, flash memory, ROM memory, EPROM memory,
EEPROM memory, registers, hard disk, a removable disk, a CD-ROM, or any other
form of storage medium. An exemplary storage medium can be coupled to the
processor such that the processor can read information from, and write information to,
the storage medium. In the alternative, the storage medium can be integral to the
processor. The processor and the storage medium can reside in an ASIC.

[00182] While the foregoing disclosure shows illustrative aspects and/or
embodiments, it should be noted that various changes and modifications could be
made herein without departing from the scope of the described aspects and/or
embodiments as defined by the appended claims. For example, for enhanced security,
it should be noted that data stored on wireless device and/or data stored on remote
server may be stored in an encrypted format. Furthermore, although elements of the
described embodiments may be described or claimed in the singular, the plural is
contemplated unless limitation to the singular is explicitly stated. Additionally, all or
a portion of any aspect and/or embodiment may be utilized with all or a portion of any

other aspect and/or embodiment, unless stated otherwise.

45



WO 2013/036856 PCT/US2012/054291

CLAIMS

What is claimed is:
1. A method for facilitating collaboration on gift ideas for a receiver, the method
comprising:

creating a group for discussing gift ideas for the receiver in response to a
request from a user;

receiving a gift idea from a member of the group;

providing a group collaboration interface in which members of the group can

post messages discussing the gift idea.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

receiving a gift item idea associated with the gift idea from a member of the
group; and

associating the gift item idea received from the member of the group with the

gift idea.

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising:
displaying the gift item idea received from the member of the group in the

group collaboration interface.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising;:
receiving information about the receiver from one or more members of the
group; and

associating the information about the receiver with the receiver.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

receiving information identifying a person mentioned in message discussing
the gift idea, the person not being a member of the group; and

inviting the person to join the group in response to receiving the message

identifying the person.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

associating the receiver with a known receiver based on one or more attributes
of the known receiver and information associated with the user, the known receiver
being associated with one or more other groups for discussing gift ideas for the known

receiver.
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7. The method of claim 6 wherein associating the receiver with a known receiver
further comprises:

selecting a known receiver from a plurality of known receivers based on
contact list information associated with the wuser, social network connection

information associated with the user, or both.

8. The method of claim 6, further comprising:
suggesting gift items for the receiver based on the contents of the messages

discussing the gift ideas, information associated with the known receiver, or both.

9. The method of claim 8 wherein suggesting gift items for the receiver further
comprises:

displaying advertisements for gift items from affiliated retailers to members of
the group;

receiving a request from a member of the group to associate a gift item
included in an advertisement with the group; and

associating the gift item with the receiver.

10. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

inviting at least one invitee to become a member the group.

11. The method of claim 10 wherein inviting at least one invitee to become a member
the group includes selecting invitees from social network contacts associated with the

receiver, the user, or both.

12. The method of claim 10 wherein inviting at least one invitee to become a member
the group includes selecting members from other groups associated with the receiver,

the user, or both.

13. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
receiving an indication from a member of the group that the member of the
group would like to claim the gift, wherein claiming the gift indicates that the member

of the group would like to purchase the gift for the receiver.

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising;:
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marking the gift as claimed in the group collaboration interface responsive to
the gift being claimed; and
preventing other members of the group from claiming the gift responsive to

the gift being claimed by the user.

15. The method of claim 13, further comprising:

receiving an indication from the member of the group that the member of the
group would like to purchase the gift for the receiver; and

providing an interface for purchasing the gift from an online retailer offering

the gift for sale.

16. The method of claim 15 wherein providing the interface for purchasing the gift
from an online retailer includes providing an interface that allows the member of the

group to designate the gift as a collaborative gift.

17. The method of claim 16, further comprising;:

collecting contributions toward a cost of the gift from members of the group;
and

purchasing the gift from the online retailer responsive to the contributions

toward the gift meeting or exceeding a threshold amount of contributions.

18. The method of claim 17, further comprising;:

determining whether the threshold amount of contributions toward the cost of
the gift has been received from members of the group;

determining whether a deadline for reaching the threshold amount of
contributions has expired; and

refunding the contributions toward the gift responsive to the deadline for
reaching the threshold amount of contributions having expired and the threshold

amount of contributions toward the cost of the gift having not been received.

19. A system for facilitating collaboration on gift ideas for a receiver, the system
comprising:

means for creating a group for discussing gift ideas for the receiver in
response to a request from a user;

means for receiving a gift idea from a member of the group;
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means for providing a group collaboration interface in which members of the

group can post messages discussing the gift idea.

20. The system of claim 19, further comprising:

means for receiving a gift item idea associated with the gift idea from a
member of the group; and

means for associating the gift item idea received from the member of the

group with the gift idea.

21. The system of claim 20, further comprising:
means for displaying the gift item idea received from the member of the group

in the group collaboration interface.

22. The system of claim 19, further comprising:
means for receiving information about the receiver from one or more members
of the group; and

means for associating the information about the receiver with the receiver.

23. The system of claim 19, further comprising:

means for receiving information identifying a person mentioned in message
discussing the gift idea, the person not being a member of the group; and

means for inviting the person to join the group in response to receiving the

message identifying the person.

24. The system of claim 19, further comprising:

means for associating the receiver with a known receiver based on one or
more attributes of the known receiver and information associated with the user, the
known receiver being associated with one or more other groups for discussing gift

ideas for the known receiver.

25. The system of claim 24 wherein the means for associating the receiver with a
known receiver further comprises:

means for selecting a known receiver from a plurality of known receivers
based on contact list information associated with the user, social network connection

information associated with the user, or both.
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26. The system of claim 25, further comprising:
means for suggesting gift items for the receiver based on the contents of the

messages discussing the gift ideas, information associated with the known receiver, or

both.

27. The system of claim 26 wherein the means for suggesting gift items for the
receiver further comprises:

means for displaying advertisements for gift items from affiliated retailers to
members of the group;

means for receiving a request from a member of the group to associate a gift
item included in an advertisement with the group; and

means for associating the gift item with the receiver.

28. The system of claim 19, further comprising:

means for inviting at least one invitee to become a member the group.

29. The system of claim 28 wherein the means for inviting at least one invitee to
become a member the group includes means for selecting invitees from social

network contacts associated with the receiver, the user, or both.

30. The system of claim 28 wherein the means for inviting at least one invitee to
become a member the group includes means for selecting members from other groups

associated with the receiver, the user, or both.

31. The system of claim 19, further comprising:
means for receiving an indication from a member of the group that the
member of the group would like to claim the gift, wherein claiming the gift indicates

that the member of the group would like to purchase the gift for the receiver.

32. The system of claim 31, further comprising:

means for marking the gift as claimed in the group collaboration interface
responsive to the gift being claimed; and

means for preventing other members of the group from claiming the gift

responsive to the gift being claimed by the user.

33. The system of claim 31, further comprising:
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means for receiving an indication from the member of the group that the
member of the group would like to purchase the gift for the receiver; and
means for providing an interface for purchasing the gift from an online retailer

offering the gift for sale.

34. The system of claim 33 wherein the means for providing the interface for
purchasing the gift from an online retailer includes means for providing an interface

that allows the member of the group to designate the gift as a collaborative gift.

35. The system of claim 34, further comprising:

means for collecting contributions toward a cost of the gift from members of
the group; and

means for purchasing the gift from the online retailer responsive to the
contributions toward the gift meeting or exceeding a threshold amount of

contributions.

36. The system of claim 35, further comprising:

means for determining whether the threshold amount of contributions toward
the cost of the gift has been received from members of the group;

means for determining whether a deadline for reaching the threshold amount
of contributions has expired; and

means for refunding the contributions toward the gift responsive to the
deadline for reaching the threshold amount of contributions having expired and the
threshold amount of contributions toward the cost of the gift having not been

received.

37. A computer-readable storage medium, having stored thereon computer-readable
instructions for facilitating collaboration on gift ideas for a receiver, comprising
instructions configured to cause at least one processor to:

create a group for discussing gift ideas for the receiver in response to a request
from a user;

receive a gift idea from a member of the group;

provide a group collaboration interface in which members of the group can

post messages discussing the gift idea.
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38. A system for facilitating collaboration on gift ideas for a receiver, the method
comprising:

a non-transitory computer-readable memory;

a plurality of modules comprising processor executable code stored in the non-
transitory computer-readable memory;

a processor connected to the non-transitory computer-readable memory and
configured to access the plurality of modules stored in the non-transitory computer-
readable memory; and

a group module configured to create a group for discussing gift ideas for the
receiver in response to a request from a user;

a user interface module configured to receive a gift idea from a member of the
group and to provide a group collaboration interface in which members of the group

can post messages discussing the gift idea.

39. A method for tagging people in a social networking service, the method
comprising:

receiving information identifying a person mentioned in message posted to the
social networking service;

determining whether the person is a member of the social networking service;
and

inviting the person to join the social networking service responsive to the

person not being a member of the social networking service.

40. The method of claim 39, further comprising:
associating the information identifying the person with the member of the

social networking service.
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Delete Gift Idea

This will delete the Gift Idea and any related
Gallery items. Are you sure?

Cancel Done

FIG. 11
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V-Day Gift for Stef (HELP ME GUYS!)

Gallery

\4

+

Beats Studio by Dr. Dre

Lorem Ipsem Lorem lpsem Lorem Ipsem,
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem

Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem

Learn More...

& $299.99

@D Write a comment...

Tag Photo: 1 }

Tag Friends: ﬁ% éﬁ Nicole

Nicole Nemoy

Nicole Bradley

1 1 Justin Lim This is a pretty good idea since she’s into music right? on the
| i | Beat Studio by Dr.Dre 1dayago

i & : ! Nadya Gol cute! | want one for my birthday with Justin Lim 2 days ago

1 : i Justin Lim This is a pretty good idea since she's into music right? on the
i |t | Beat Studio by Dr. Dre 1day ago

\ /'

| Bob Dylan you, | added some other headphones, take a look! The Beats are

1 abitexpensive.. 1day ago

=

Claim It!

Added by Justin Lim 5 Days Ago

v3

Justin Lim This is a pretty good idea since she’s into music right? on the
Beat Studig by Dr, Dre_1 day ago

! Boh Dylan you, | added some other headphanes, take a look! The Beats are

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)
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Headphones

Gallery

.

Headphones

Stef could really use new headphones.
She is always complaining about how old
her current headphones are.

(Click to edit)

925
\

Claim It!

Added by Justi

nLim 5 Days Ago §

&

v3

| |
i ﬁ@h : ; Write a comment...
AN

Nicole

& Nicole Nemoy
& Nicole Bradley

i Justin Lim This is a pretty good idea since she's into music right? on the
1 Beat Studio by Dr. Dre 1 day ago

2

i Bob Dylan you, | added some other headphones, take a look! The Beats are
| | abit expensive... 1day ago

¥

i Nadya Gol cute! | want one for my birthday with Justin Lim 2 days ago
|

Justin Lim This is a pretty good idea since she's into music right? onthe
Beat Studio by Dr. Dre 1 day ago

§ Bob Dylan you, | added some other headphones, take a look! The Beats are
|_abit expensive... _1day ago

Nadya Gol cute! | want one for my birthday with Justin Lim 2 days ago

o B Do By Do

[

H ﬁ% ! Justin Lim This is a pretty good idea since she's into music right? onthe
i1 1]} i BeatStudioby Dr.Dre 1 day ago

H 1
H | 1 Bob Dylan you, | added some other headphones, take a look! The Beats are
| | abitexpensive... 1dayago

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)
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Headphones
3 Eai Write a comment...
: Delete Gallery Item .

. Beats Studio by Dr. Dre?

Are you sure you want to delete

Tag Photo: E

Tag Friends: .
B Nicole

{& " Nicole Nemoy

il

o Cancel Delete §ED Nicole Bradley
§ : i Justin Lim This is a pretty good idea since she's into music right? on the :
............................ % Beat Studio by D. Dre 1 day ago
Ga | |ery ] f ?l ] i Boh Dylan you, | added some other headphones, take a look! The Beats are ‘
: i | |__abitexpensive... 1day ago ;
//v ! 1 : : i Nadya Gol cute! | want one for my birthday with Justin Lim 2 days ago :
1 : : i ;

Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem lpsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Learn More...

Beats Studio by Dr. Dre

Justin Lim This is a pretty good idea since she's into music right? on the
Beat Studio by Dr. Dre 1 day ago

Bob Dylan you, | added some other headphones, take a look! The Beats are
abit expensive... 1day ago

Nadya Gol cute! | want one for my birthday with Justin Lim 2 days ago

Justin Lim This is a pretty good idea since she's into music right? on the
Beat Studio by Dr. Dre_1 day ago

Claim It!

925 / =

Added by Justin Lim 5 Days Ago

Bob Dylan you, | added some other headphones, take a lock! The Beats are
abit expensive... 1day ago

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)
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Headphones ///

1215
AN
A"

Gallery

Beats Studio by Dr. Dre
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem gl
P P P s $299.99
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Claim It!

Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem

Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Learn More...

925 —

Added by Justin Lim 5 Days Ago

¥

Add a gift to the Gallery @

’ Type a name, keywords, or paste a URLhere t

‘\\\\“‘\ 1510

Searching RetailerX for items related to the gifs in the Gallery @

Snoop: What Your Stuff Says About You

By Sam Gosling
Death row records. Digitally remastered,

repackaged& enhanced classic. Enhanced portion
features the music video What's My Name.
Packaged in jewel... Read more.

Add t Gallery

Doggystyle

By SnoopDoggy Godd $17.95
Death row records. Digitally remastered,

repackaged& enhanced classic. Enhanced portion
features the music video What's My Name.
Packaged in jewel... Read more.

Add to Gallery

Doggystyle
By SnoopDoggy Godd $17.95
Death row records. Digitally remastered,

repackaged& enhanced classic. Enhanced portion
features the music video What's My Name.
Packaged in jewel... Read more,

Add to Gallery

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)
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Headphones
900
Add a Gift Idea ? /
Snoop
Add description...
Add to Gallery
Change Picture
Gallery Searching for “Snoop”
" Snoop: What Your Stuff Says About You o
By Sam Gosling
J Death row records. Digitally remastered, 3 1
repackaged& enhanced classic. Enhanced portion dd - |
features the music video What’s My Name. Add to Gallery
Beats Studio by Dr. Dre Packaged in jewel... Read more.
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Doggystyle
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem By SnoopDogay Godd s17.95
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Death row records. Digitally remastered,
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem repackaged& enhanced classic. Enhanced portion ” | % 1515
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem features the music video What's My Name. Add to Gallery
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Packaged in jewel... Read more.
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Doggystyle
Learn More... By SnoopDoggy Godd $17.95
Death row records. Digitally remastered, )
. repackaged®& enhanced classic. Enhanced portion dd I
CIaIm |t! features the music video What’s My Name. Add to Gallery
Packaged in jewel... Read more,
\ £
Added by Justin Lim 5 Days Ago '3 925
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Headphones

pd

Add a Gift Idea ?

e

Http://www.retailorX.com/Westland-Giftware-Peanuts-

Westland Giftware Peanuts
$12.95 Edit
Westland Giftware Peanuts Magnetic Snoopy

.. Hugging Charlie Brown Salt and Pepper Shaker
i Set. Amagnetic insert keeps the shakers tog...Edit

Addto Gallery

Gallery

O

OO+

From Retailer X...

Beats Studio by Dr. Dre

Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem . $299‘99
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem

Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem

Westland Giftware Peanuts
$12.95 Edit ] :
Westland Giftware Peanuts Magnetic Snoopy
Hugging Charlie Brown Salt and Pepper Shaker Add to Gallery
Set. A magnetic insert keeps the shakers tog...Edit

Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Learn More...

\ &

Westland Giftware Peanuts

$12.95 Edit

Westland Giftware Peanuts Magnetic Snoopy
Hugging Charlie Brown Salt and Pepper Shaker
Set. A magnetic insert keeps the shakers tog...Edit

Addto Gallery

Claim It!

Westland Giftware Peanuts

$12.95 Edit

Westland Giftware Peanuts Magnetic Snoopy
Hugging Charlie Brown Salt and Pepper Shaker
Set. A magnetic insert keeps the shakers tog...Edit

Addto Gallery

200

» 1515

Added by Justin Lim 5 Days Ago ,§ '3

\

925

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)
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Headphones [

Gallery

O

OO+

Beats Studio by Dr. Dre

Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Learn More...

e $299.99

Congrats! You claimed Beats Studio by Dr. Dre! J

Below are some offers from our partners to busy
this item, but it's up to you. Choose something
below, or buy it where you like!

From Retailer X... <— 1815

Beats by Dr. Dre Studio Red Over Ear
B Headphones from Monster

$279.00 Learn More
Beats by Dr. Dre Studio Red Over Ear

g Headphones from Monster
$279.00 Learn More

Scroll down to see more

\ /'

Claimed!

Added by Justin Lim 5 Days Ago § '3 1825

Make it a group gift!
Giftovus makes it simple to ask your friends and family to
split the bill with you!

How it works:
Tell us the total cost of the gift.
Let us know who you want to invite to share the cost.
Link your PayPal account and we will do the rest!

Get Started!

1825

900

= 1820
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Headphones

Justin Lim This is a pretty good idea since she's into music right? on the
Beat Studio by Dr. Dre 1 day ago

abit expensive... 1 day ago

] Bob Dylan you, | added some other headphones, take a look! The Beats are

1 Nadya Gol cute! | want one for my birthday with Justin Lim 2 days ago

Gallery

Sennheisser HD415

With the look you want and the sound
quality you crave for, the HD 415 are the

headphones you'll be listing to — day in and

day out.

1925

View full description Edit Gift

Claim Purchase

Added by Justin Lim 5 Days Ago § '3

: Justin Lim This is a pretty good idea since she's into music right? onthe
! | Beat Studio by Dr. Dre 1day ago

G Do [oo) [ ol o] | B

. Bob Dylan you, | added some ather headphones, take a look! On the

| | Sennhei HD415 1day ago

i Nadya Gol cute! | want one for my birthday with Justin Lim 2 days ago

§ Bob Dylan you, | added some other headphones, take a look! The Beats are
i abit expensive.. 1day ago

§ : Nadya Gol cute! | want one for my birthday with Justin Lim 2 days ago

! 1 Justin Lim This is a pretty good idea since she's into music right? onthe
! | Beat Studio by Dr. Dre 1 day ago

i Bob Dylan you, | added some other headphones, take a look! The Beats are
i | abit expensive.. 1dayago

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)
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2000

Add a Gift Idea

v

2005

Type a name, keywords, or paste a URL here. |

FIG. 20

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)



WO 2013/036856 PCT/US2012/054291
21/40
205 ——>Add a Gift Idea

Snoop 2110 2115 2000

— — Vv
2110 2125

Add description...

< Add as Gift Idea 2120

Searching Retailer X for “Snoop” ...

Snoop: What Your Stuff Says About You
by Sam Gosling

Add as Gift Idea

Doggystyle
by Snoop Doggy Dogg

Add as Gift |dea

2315

L > 2130

FIG. 21
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2115
.

Add a Gift Idea

/

2110

2120

\ 4

Http://www.retaiIorX.com/WestIand-Gifty{re-Pe

Westland Giftware Peanuts Magnetic
Snoopy Hugging Charlie Brown Salt and
Pepper Shaker Set. A magnetic...

Westland Giftware Peanuts @ /

2000

A

Add as Gift Idea

2125

Westland Giftware Peanuts Magnetic
Snoopy Hugging Charlie Brown Salt and
Pepper Shaker Set. A magnetic...

Westland Giftware Peanuts $12.95

Add as Gift Idea

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)
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Gift Settings

Title { Headphones

Subscribed to this Gift Gift claimed by

Current gift suggestions

OOy

(@\ (@\ éﬁ & Nicole Nemoy

|1 L on April 28, 2012
| 1

(@w (@w & Unclaim

11 11

2300

<«—+— 2305

Click to select default gift thumbnail.

Cancel

Update

~

~

FIG. 23
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Your Wish List

Gallery

(H

O

Beats Studio by Dr. Dre

Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem » 5299.99
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem

Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Learn More...

2425

Claim It!

Added by you 5 Days Ago

P . Stef Cho: | need new headphones —hook
: é} i meuplll
25 days ago

Stef Cho: | found these at retailerX.com
25 days ago

Note: this item is from Stef Cho’s Wish List. Only Stef may edit
it, but you may Claim it as with any other item in this Group.

When you Claim it, other Groups about Stef will be informed
that “Anonymous” has claimed the item.

We will not tell Stef that the item has been Claimed!!!

% 2420

FIG.

24
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2500

Wish List Settings

Privacy:
>{# Open: Anyone who makes me a Group
Recipient can see my Wish List.
(O Private: My Wish List is private to myself
alone —no one else may see my Wish List.

2505

Cancel Done

FIG. 25
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Headphones

Gallery

OO0+

Beats Studio by Dr. Dre
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem . 5299‘99
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem

Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem

Congrats! You claimed Beats Studio by Dr. Dre!

Below are some offers from our partners to buy
this item, but it’s up to you. Choose something
below, or buy it where you like!

From Retailer X...

Beats by Dr. Dre Studio Red Over Ear
Headphones from Monster

$279.00 Learn More
Beats by Dr. Dre Studio Red Over Ear

Headphones from Monster

$279.00 Learn More

Scroll down to see more

Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem

Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem

Learn More...

Claimed!

Added by Justin Lim 5 Days Ago § '3 FIG. 26

Make it a group gift!
Giftovus makes it simple to ask your friends and family to
split the bill with you!

How it works:
Tell us the total cost of the gift.
Let us know who you want to invite to share the cost.
Link your PayPal account and we will do the rest!

Get Started!

200

#2610
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V-Day Gift for Stef (HELP ME GUYS!)

Headphones

Gallery

OO0+

Beats Studio by Dr. Dre
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem . $299.99
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem

Congrats! You claimed Beats Studio by Dr. Dre!

Below are some offers from our partners to buy
this item, but it’s up to you. Choose something
below, or buy it where you like!

From Retailer X...

Beats by Dr. Dre Studio Red Over Ear
B Headphones from Monster

$279.00 Select this Item
Beats by Dr. Dre Studio Red Over Ear
' Headphones from Monster
$279.00 Select this Item

Scroll down to see more

Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Learn More...

Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem

Claimed!

Added by Justin Lim 5 Days Ago § '3

Step 1: Get Setup!

Select an item above or enter S 280

a total purchase price:

This item will only be bought if we raise enough money:
O Yes No

Cancel Next: Invite People!

900

FIG. 27
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Headphones -
Step 2: Invite People
Only those | invited can contribute:
O
In the group already:
Invite to the group:
Gallery
n n’ n Total people invited: 13+you
' I Total amount to raise: $280
Beats Studio by Dr. Dre Suggested Contribution: $ 20.00
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem » 5299‘99
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Allow people to contribute any amount:
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem o
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Yes O No
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem 2 Write a message:
Learn More...
Claimed!
. ]
- %\w v3 Back to Step 1 { | Next: Collect Money!
Added by Justin Lim 5 Days Ago o

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)
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Headphones

Gallery

OO0+

Beats Studio by Dr. Dre

Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem - 5299.99
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem

Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem

Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem

Learn More...

Claimed!

Added by Justin Lim 5 Days Ago § ' 1

Step 3: Link to PayPal!

Giftovus uses PayPal to let you collect money.

As contributors send money to you, it will appear in your
PayPal account.

Link your PayPal account by signing in here:

PayPal Username:

Password:

Don’t have an account?

Sign up here: PayPal

Back to Step 2 Done!

/900

#2910

J FIG.29
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V-Day Gift for Stef (HELP ME GUYS!) 900
Headphones "

Step 3: Link to PayPal!

Giftovus uses PayPal to let you collect money.

As contributors send money to you, it will appear in your
PayPal account.

Your account is already linked with a PayPal account for
Christopher Kringlo. Not you?

Gallery

OO0+

Beats Studio by Dr. Dre
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem ]

P P P » $299.99
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem

Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem

Learn More...

Claimed!

@ Back to Step 2 Done!
Added by Justin Lim 5 Days Ago % '1 p o FlG- 30
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Headphones

You Group Gift:

Beats by Dr. Dre Studio Red Over Ear
Headphone from Monster
$279.99

Buy on RetailerX.com

Gallery

O OO

Beats Studio by Dr. Dre

Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem lpsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem

Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem lpsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Learn More...

0 - $20.00 collected $280.00

$260.00:more to go
Suggested Contribution: $ 20.00
People you invited: Invite more

Comments:

i éﬁ : : Nadya Gol cute! | want one for my birthday with Justin Lim 2 days ago

Justin Lim This is a pretty good idea since she's into music right? on the
Beat Studio by Dr. Dre 1day ago

Claimed!

Added by Justin Lim 2 Days Ago § '3

&

1 Boh Dylan you, | added some other headphones, take a look! On the
| | i Sennheisser HD415 1 day ago

i Nadya Gol cute! | want one for my birthday with Justin Lim 2 days ago

Justin Lim This is a pretty good idea since she’s into music right? on the
Beat Studio by Dr. Dre 1day ago

900
’%!

%3110

J FIG.31
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Headphones

Gallery

OO0+

Beats Studio by Dr. Dre

Lorem lpsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem . 5299.99
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem

Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem

Lorem lpsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Learn More...

Christopher’s Group Gift:

Beats by Dr. Dre Studio Red Over Ear
Headphone from Monster
$279.99

Buy on RetailerX.com

$20.00 collected $280.00
$260.00 more to go
Suggested Contribution: $20.00

Contribute!

Comments:

§ é\ 1 : Nadya Gol cute! | want one for my birthday with Justin Lim 2 days ago

Justin Lim This is a pretty good idea since she's into music right? on the
Beat Studio by Dr. Dre 1day ago

Claimed!

Added by Justin Lim 2 Days Ago § '3

& : Bob Dylan you, | added some other headphones, take a look! On the
i i Sennheisser HD415 1 day ago

& ] Nadya Gol cute! | want one for my birthday with Justin Lim 2 days ago

Justin Lim This is a pretty good idea since she’s into music right? on the
Beat Studio by Dr. Dre 1day ago

900
’B‘

#3210
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Headphones

Gallery

OO+

Beats Studio by Dr. Dre
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem s $299.99
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem

Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem

Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem

Learn More...

Claimed!

Added by Justin Lim 2 Days Ago § '3

&

Christopher’s Group Gift:

Beats by Dr. Dre Studio Red Over Ear
Headphone from Monster
$279.99

0 I $20.00 collected $280.00
$260.00 more to go
Suggested Contribution: $20.00
Contribute!

Giftovus uses PayPal to let you send money and contribute
to the gift. It’s freel Sign in to get started.

PayPal Username:

Password:

Don’t have an account?
Sign up here: PayPaI

Cancel Sign In!

‘/900

%3310

“ FIG. 33
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Headphones

Gallery

OO0 +

Beats Studio by Dr. Dre

Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem . 5299.99
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem

Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem

Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Learn More...

Claimed!

Added by Justin Lim 2 Days Ago § '3

Christopher’s Group Gift:

Beats by Dr. Dre Studio Red Over Ear
Headphone from Monster
$279.99

0 ' $20.00 collected $280.00
$260.00 more to go
Suggested Contribution: $20.00
Contribute!

How much would you like to contribute?

$20.00

Note: Your account will only be debited
when the goal is reached.

Cancel Done!

90
Y

3410

“ FIG. 34
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V-Day Gift for Stef (HELP ME GUYS!)

Headphones

Gallery

OOO +

Christopher’s Group Gift:

Beats by Dr. Dre Studio Red Over Ear
Headphone from Monster
$279.99

Beats Studio by Dr. Dre

Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem

» $299.99

Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem Lorem Ipsem
Learn More...

\ /'

Claimed!

Added by Justin Lim 2 Days Ago §

v3

» 40.00 collected $280.00

$240.00 more to go
Your Contribution: $20.00

Thank You!

Comments:

Nadya Gol cute! | want one for my birthday with Justin Lim 2 days ago

i 1 Justin Lim This is a pretty good idea since she’s into music right? on the
| Beat Studio by Dr. Dre 1day ago

Bob Dylan you, | added some other headphones, take a look! On the

E i Justin Lim This is a pretty good idea since she's into music right? on the
,,,,,,,, ! | Beat Studio by Dr. Dre_1day ago

‘/900
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Create group in response to
request from user
3605

Associate group with
receiver
3610

Receive gift idea from
member of group

3615

36/40

PCT/US2012/054291

Creating a
group (3605)

Provide group collaboration
interface for discussing gift
ideas and/or gift items
3620

3

Receiving a set of invitees
from the user
3705

Suggest gift items based on
group collaboration and/or
receiver information
3625

FIG. 36
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Sending invitations to join
the group to the invitees
3710

Receiving responses from
one or more of the invitees
3715

¥

Adding the invitees that
responded to invitation to
the group.

3720

FIG. 37
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Receiving a gift idea Receive gift claim request
information from user ¥ from user
3805 3820
¥ ki
Associate gift idea with Process gift claim.
group. 3820
3810
¥
Provide gift idea discussion
interface
3815
FIG. 38
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Mark the gift idea as being
claimed
3905

Notify members of group
that the gift has been
claimed
3915

Purchase gift?
3910

Perform collaborative
purchase procedure.
3930

Collaborative
gift?
3920

Perform purchase procedure.;
3925 '

FIG. 39
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39/40
Receive request to purchase
gift item
4005
No Direct user to third party Receive confirmation from
Can be , retail site to complete user that purchase
processed? transaction completed
4010 4015 2020
Collect payment information
from user
4020 FIG. 40
¥
Perform purchase Provide purchase receipt to
transaction B user
4025 4030
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Receive collaborative gift
information (threshold, gift
info, suggested contribution,
message)
4105

Set up or link to existing
payment account
4110

k4

Invite group members to
participate in collaborative
gift
4115

Receive payments / pledges
from group
4120

40/40

Threshold
collected?

4125

Time to

PCT/US2012/054291

Process purchase
4135

contribute i Notify group members
expired? - 4145
4130
¥

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)
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FIG. 41

Refund contributions
4150
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