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HALL OF FEMMES BY HJARTA SMARTA
Chaosen by Claive Catterall, curator, Embankment Gallery

ne thing that
WRTITS Iy
et aned
makes me jusi
@ little more
epdimistic for the future is
Hjfirta Smdria’s Hall of
Femmes project., These
Stockholm-based graphic
designers have embarked on
a journey to rehabilitabe the
repuiations of long-forgoiten
or neglected female graphic
designers. The idea is to
starch oul these women o
act as role models for the
current generation of women
graphic designers, In such a
male-dominated indusiry it's
waorslerfial o see more wormsen
emergingg bat sonmehow they
sdill don't seem to get the
plaudits they deserve, Hjiirta
Smiirta’s first ‘outed” role
miodel was Ruih Ansel - the
art director of Harpers
Bazaar and Yanily Fair, As
wiell as publishing a book
albsonat eer, they invited her to
talk in Stockholm at a sell-
ol event. Andel was just the
furat im wheat iz indended to
15 a long line of women
graphic designers to be
celehrated. [ ook forward ta
dliscovering the others and
hioge that they inspire amad
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ENCOUTIEE o future pener-
ation of ialented women
graphic designers to be every
hit as daring and uncompra-
mising as they were™

Hall of Fernmes “is a
project indtizted in 2000 with
thie sbjective of bringing
female graphic designers
and art directors info the
spotlight,” explain Hjirta
Smiirta's Angela Tillman
Sperandio and Samira
Rounhann, “We always felt
we Incked women in the
buesiness to kook wp to, and
whaose secoesses we coubd
aspire o

In March 2004 the pair
wienid to New York to moet

“Hopefully this
will increase
the number of
women getting
attention and
receiving design
awards.”
Hjiirta Smirta

B Lo The Hall of Fresies oot
ek 1o redlwrever fomale deslgeers
ol nete: this beak festures the work
ool 1B larar d o B clasen, Huth Ansel

some of the few lexling
female designers: their
shseuent conversalions
are being transformed into 2
series of books, The firss
fextures Ansel whio, aged
just 24, became co-art
director of Harper's Bazaar

with Bea Feiiler, before going |

o o hecome art director of
The MNew York Times
Magazine and Vanity Fair.
“Each time she was the
first worman in that position,”
Tillman Sperandio and
Baoisabana note. “Hopefully
Hall of Femmeis will increase
the muember aof wamen giving
leetures, tesching at design
schools, getting atbention in
the: media, attending destgn
juries and receiving design
awards,” they sy, “We
beelbeve in the power of role
mislels, We believe that they
are eruckal when trying to
envision suceess within this
profession. With Hall of
Femmes we want to disect
attention to those whio
managed to pall it ol =
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