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COVID-19 Health Equity Toolkit
for Food Industry Workers



Background.

With a global case count in the millions and stay-at-home
orders that left many — but not all — living socially-distant
lives, COVID-19 has put unprecedented focus on how much
our nation relies on and puts at risk our 31 million essential
frontline workers, including those in the food industry. Black,
Hispanic/Latino, and non-US born individuals from
Asian/Pacific Islander (API) communities comprise a
disproportionate 49% of food industry workers — an
occupation with higher risk of COVID-19 exposure — and
bear the heaviest burden of COVID-19 infection, limited testing access, illness, and death rates. These
groups don’t have the luxury of stable jobs that can be done from home by videoconference. To make
ends meet, they may need to do multiple jobs, at riskier workplaces, often while managing the needs of
kids whose schools are closed. If they are unfortunate enough to get sick, they are less likely to have
access to quality care. As a result, Black individuals are_two times more likely to die from COVID-19
relative to other groups, Hispanic/Latino individuals contract and die from COVID-19 at disproportionate
rates in 42 states, and Asian/Pacific Islanders have hospitalization rates that are 1.3x higher than other

roups.

This stark data underscored the need for the CDC Foundation (CDCF) to discover insights to
understand the knowledge, attitudes, PPE access and environmental challenges of Black, LatinX, and
Asian Pacific Islander essential food workers and use these insights to develop a COVID-19 Health
Equity Toolkit that provides culturally relevant, public health guidance tailored to effectively meet the
unique needs of these food workers navigating COVID-19.

Purpose.

Now that COVID-19 vaccines are available to all people living in the United States over the age of 16, we
need your help with rapidly releasing a health toolkit that encourages vaccinations and re-
emphasizes the importance of continuing to follow safety recommendations, especially since research
revealed a decline in adherence to safety recommendations due to on-going COVID-19 fatigue. The
ultimate goal of this toolkit is to reach the intended audience with the products provided and raise
awareness to help individuals better protect themselves from COVID-19.

The CDCF has created several promotional materials, including digital / physical infographics and
handouts to promote this critical COVID-19 related safety information and encourage individuals to
protect themselves, their loved ones, and their communities from the virus.


https://cepr.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/2020-04-Frontline-Workers.pdf
https://cepr.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/2020-04-Frontline-Workers.pdf
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/issue-brief/the-covid-19-outbreak-and-food-production-workers-who-is-at-risk/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/investigations-discovery/hospitalization-death-by-race-ethnicity.html
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/09/23/914427907/as-pandemic-deaths-add-up-racial-disparities-persist-and-in-some-cases-worsen
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/09/23/914427907/as-pandemic-deaths-add-up-racial-disparities-persist-and-in-some-cases-worsen
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/investigations-discovery/hospitalization-death-by-race-ethnicity.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/investigations-discovery/hospitalization-death-by-race-ethnicity.html
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COVID-19 Safety Assessment
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/coronavirus-self-checker.html

How to Speak Up and Stay Safe
Infographic
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https://www.cdc.gov/howrightnow/
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