NORTHERN IRELAND

1BUT...

% Voices from young
people in Northern
Ireland and the border
regions of Ireland

Dr Martin McMullan

Peace H

Northern Ireland - Ireland
European opmer

nt Fund

A project part supported by the European Union’s Peace IV
PROGRAMME Managed by the Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB).







BLE

Within ‘Sectarianism and Separation in Northern Ireland: a perspective-

—_——

based evaluation on the contribution of youth work’ (Mc Mullan, 2018).

Many young people could not recognise or identify how the conflict in Northern Ireland
affected them. At first sight, this could be interpreted as young people being unaffected
by the conflict, but upon further probing young people were able to identify multiple
ways in which the legacy of the conflict affected their everyday routines, choices and
behaviours. Gramsci’s (1971) theory of hegemony and critical consciousness in civil

and political life emphasises how common sense realities and discourse can often be

suppressed or undervalued (Ryle, 2008).

The research findings by Mc Mullan (2018)
have further been complemented by
practice-based workshops and reflections
with young people throughout 2018 and
2019 at YouthAction NI. Workshops were
facilitated with young people in which they
could explore deep-rooted attitudes and
behaviours that are often so normalised that
they can be difficult to recognise.

451 young people have contributed to this
resource. The rich insights from the young
people have been collated into this booklet
entitled 'l haven't been affected by the
conflict but..." This title reflects the sentiment
of many young people who initially expressed
that they hadn't been affected by the conflict,
but upon further exploration were able to
identify and recognise many factors such as
division, restricted mobility, politics, marches
and parades and sectarianism.

This resource gathers views, perspectives,
stories and images from young people about
their experience of growing up in Northern
Ireland and the border regions of Ireland,
specifically exploring how the conflict affects
their everyday lives and choices.

Educators and young people can use this
booklet alike. It is a tool for promoting further
discussion and noting similarities and / or
differences from the perspectives presented by
young people in the booklet. The statements
can be used in a variety of ways such as: Agree/
Disagree; reveal one statement at a time and
discuss how you feel; take a category and read
all statements and from this create a news story
board. The key is to be creative.
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depth of exploration about how the
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and behaviours of many young people.



“I| never met a
Protestant until |

I haven't been affected by the conflict but.... was 16yrs dd.”

| v tx 2' ﬂ

“We’re not reﬂllq
living in peace;

we're still quite
sepﬂrﬁe. !

“Derry is concentrated o division.
| went toan Im’ggrm’ed schoof
which Melped open my mind to

other communities.”

“There are so man “Living in
things that divide us: ﬂli#erenf s}ggrggaﬁm -
sports; flags; paramilitaries; culture; is explains
kert pﬂinﬁrg; holiday aestinations; my chilathood.”
Irish/British; Queen and monarchy;

and cultural demmmls. ?

“I take the long way
home to avoid the others
— you can feel a change
in the ﬂfmospl/lere.

“It all comes
down to Mi;forq. ?

“The walls shut

le of f from
bfg‘f/’@ ate o grow.”



lh !
aven't been affected by the conflict but
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“Fags can repreéemf you, TW culture and your
community- gut they can 4150 cause ngwmen% a
tension — they mark your tepyitory ina M%ﬂﬁve Wﬂv].” '

S .l:".,-r"'*__f"II jl _:;"",,f Pt ot o't & 7
‘A ] “Everyone should e dllowed To do things o notodty
g5 can be offensive o others.” should-—iT should be equal-T would-just be easier if

: ot ched.”
I depends on where you live ff you g "IﬁeWﬂVW or mar

qre e TofTy aflag.” “n an ideal world 7@@5, in reality no. Becauze Fetfple |

e — will be offended, i you were t5 go To someone = street
Flying 4 flag car be freedom of expression. and wave your 1149 111@; wil egaﬁ%nded. You can ,
ﬁﬂ aq bt you Zhould be provd |

J'MéJr & around waving your
of wﬁgere you are ]%m'/]

“You hould not burn flags, faces

or puppets on res. I
puppe bonfr “LF [ lenow Wy human ijWFS corvectly, we have our right |

“Pesple sh to-freedom of expresaii Hfit's n parwful to anyone §
migfh;i ﬂfybj@?f’ff o celeyiie else | think we sﬁwld be abte Tofly ourflag as 4 ﬁ'ﬂm
: our WY1 individudl exqgre%im It is our pationality,

“The fig nting rotween Cathlics e i;yryl 1; ﬁﬂ%ﬂ where we live and | think that is .

has to stop — no more hanging flags. T .

“tf you don”T anit o cause-conflict have respect
others and their feliefs. We should be abte To
Waveflags n our oV rens and-mayie have aflag

.

”H”); alri lflJr j’o celebrate your alture, but just
Aot b it in peaple’s faces and get helr Facks up.”

e

“You should e Alowed tofly theflag that everybody (Universal flag).’
ﬁfrre%nfé your country, culture aid background , ;
ouly at important events.” “It's ﬂﬂwd thing and maybe Jlso a tad Thing 1o 1 .

terms of 1T being goodt 1T Shows where you are from
and-what you-are proud of. Bad Thing 12 that T causes

“Werking class people were involved in th : : -
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I haven't been affected by the conﬂlct but

f

“Marches and
pﬂrmes are me;dﬂﬁry
and cause fear.”

“There is so
much disrespect
to other religions
and cultures.”

“Marches and

parades can bring people
n;ggeﬁaer as Iowj as

ere is respect.

P &t ing gyt 2t
like /” daly’ s mﬁche;??‘es 77’”7‘ ﬂreﬂaﬁﬂ/

e » 1 e cont of/eZ/M the The fown
Y shoul 4




“Marches and parades should e restricted. You could have
f | march but you ave hardly going to want it to
march down a motorway because it's dangerous. You have to

an environmenta

have restrictions ne matter what.”

‘Marches gnd d
add to the g/,'l,,il,'f; i

and amﬁ

/'C )

“l don’t mind marches at all. |
think they are a great way to get
people together to celebrate
your culture and history. | do
the St.Paddy’s day parade and

I would invite all my Protestant
friends down it wouldn't matter
who you are. We were saying
it'’s really the hate, you should
be respectful. If you are in the
band be respectful of yourself.

I don't think they should be
restricted | think everyone could
be involved with that.”



Fast inequalities
in services has led to
inequalities such as in policing
and the army being
predomimnﬂq
Protestant.”

“If you asked someane why
hting Jrl/leq
would most i e)q not have

an answer.”

“Protestants view
Catholics as getting
schooling and education
and then jobs.”

“Caramilitaries
are stepping intofill
the vacuum through
irrformal poiicimj;.”

“Faramilitaries are back
making themselves
known — doesn’t help.”

“The words Derry
/ Londonderry are
associated wi
as either lrish
or British.”

“Protestants
feel like the old

“Older pesple
never got hel %ﬂf they
needed as 4 result of the

Troubles.”

“My Nana (Catholic) witnessed a
group of soldiers being refused service
at the local chippy purely fecause they
were soldiers ( many of Them Feing

young soldiers ) s0 she went outside

and asked them what they wanted to
eat, then she went back into the chippy
placing 4 big order of food for her family
and The boy soldiers. The soldiers were
so grateful and thankful for her, her
response was “all you boys are someone’s
son and brother, maybe someone’s
hustand, | don’t care about the fact you
are soldiers.””



I haven’t been affected by the conflict but....

“I have created

a false back story of
who | am just in case |
am asked questions in
a different area about
my name, family and

school.”

“Catholics and Protestants
is all about territory —

dom’t ﬂo here and don’t g0

there!”

“Friends and their attitudes
can hold you buck; | would fear
bullying and what they might
think, say and do; and there
are consequences ff you do
something different in your
community.”

“I'm not allowed to walk
ﬂfmr@gl/] different areas
— it’s unsafe.”

‘We learm to l(eep
our mouths shut when
we are out of our own areq.”

“Be yourself and don’t
let anyone change. you.”

“You need
to defend

your wmmmnim !

“You don’t want peaple
disliking you for fhegihOin

you make.”

“I felt nervous
about working in

other areas.”
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“ s someone Who is mixed
(Mother is 4 Catholic, Father
is 1 Protestant) | was bullied
due to not teing ‘Protestant
nouah’ recause we never
i/emf to parades or festivals/
events nor did-wear clothes
o decorate my room 1.4
similar fashion that the bully
(Protestant, union jacks efc.
did.”




I haven’t been affected by the §nflict but....

‘I get on with
them (Protestants)
fut 1’'m still
sectarian.”

“It’s mad how pecrple
spend so much time
trying to suss out who
and what you are here.”

“There is still
sectarianism going on both
communities. We need to

“In our wouth come Together To remove
project you knew who that hate.
wi> Cﬂmooic Td ) “Me and Katie
Protestant. got the wrong bus

from school up to
ﬁlenjormleq and it was
a Protestant area so
we covered our school

badge.”

“We laugh it off when
le give us stick
grgpbefgg black
booooooo _ i-{r—’§ q
caping mechanism.”

“When | was on my way home from
dancing competition as I'm an Irish dancer
and was sweﬂm? my schools tracksuit in

Town, some peaple were staring at me but

luckily nothing happened.”

“I have feen bullied by
Protestants for feing

Cathdlic, particulariy in
primary school.” \



| haven't been affected by the conflict but....

FRIENDSHIFS

- lr'-r
“Thin
IS are def;
What the "nitely better 1,
ere aré/ ere.during the 7}032’/ than “Having new friendships breaks

Playing to /f)zz‘ Mixing andes. the separation in some ways. They
'Ot more d tre We're seejn = might not be discussing identity and
IS great to see.” ams emerge which division issues but it opens up a new

world for you.”

“Be happy
with who we live with
or next to.”

Mmay cayse rds other £
the frj acto
to an enq e fr/eno’sh/p %



I haven’t been affected by the conflict but....

Ii.

“Brexit is - going To ruin
opportunities or Travel and
cross forder movement.”

“I know that
Cathdlics g0 to Santa
Povisa on oﬂdﬂq and
Protestants ij fo

Magaluf.”

“We are pnmd 1o be lrish and
lreland is so Welcmi@g. ?

CM/ erﬁS )

“Northern Ireland
is 4 great place
as we have free
education and
health care.”



| haven’t been affected by the conflict but....

SARENTAL NFLOENCE oo

00w someone is froyght

: "
1o one is born with hate in P
their hegrt ”

“Adults in communities
are often blocking

progress. My da said |
couldn’T g0.”

“Hrte starts at home.”
“Farents have 4 big influence. They
can e sectarian or homophotic and

this can end friendships.”
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I haven't been affected by the conflict but.... “Studying the arts has helped me
reconnect with my lrish herita de | was

ﬁﬁ AF BN dgl/nL up in a Protestant background
‘ Thro@gh British culture and now
I am only redlising this whale other

culture on my doorstep.”

“We need to learn

s . o from the past, but
e leave it there.”

“There should fe p,
- ore
enggfsd edication t “I' love Ieﬂmwy about
work W‘,Z/ 7W@.Pe‘f/”/e fo both religion ﬂnd
peers Wh{f 7 With thejy “Young peaple lfuﬁw
nece%ﬂ”/ ZMI light ot don’ ¥ know what srdes

erwzg?’ 7 charce it's about — our
history.”

“We would like To meet up and
_jain in in a class with a school

with 4 different religion.”

“I know nothin
about the '

| wish | knew

“Grairy fom
integrated school has
shown me that it is
cerminn/ possifte.”

“We want our school To be inteqrated. We don’t want to
offend each other with pdmcs support different races.
Do things more naturally.”



“Mixed schools
help youn le to
ﬂpprijﬁeﬂ dfhegfs. The
education system is made
for an adult agenda. 11's
stacked against young

“Have cultural get-
togethers with
different schools.”

“It's important to learn owr full history in schools,

N

“Being in a mixed
school has raised me to
respedr and ﬂcoeer everyone. !

our own history, not that of Spain or crermany, plus
\ knowing a shaved history, not whether my story is

[ﬂfse Than yours. ?

r/We 0/077 )7,_ /(how
"YThing st the

/Ct 50 hOW are
wje meant +5 make ,
ifference»

w
Our pare

VI'/'S were | ,
cause’, | involved i the

Were and are Hhe

s there moye than one causer

m either sije7
Causes?” What

“Young Frotestant males focus
on trades, not school: to make
mavey not education. Anywa
there is no somph in Protestant
education.”



I haven't been affected by the conflict but....

“Don’t bring religion
into everything.

No one asks.

Just accept and
understand others.”

“Religion is used as
an excuse - byt jt
dictates how people

behave.”

“Protestants and Catholics
bleed the same blood, we
have the same feelings.”

“I don't like to see
the separation. We
got separated from
meeting people at
school because of
religion. If it wasn't
for this group |
wouldn’t have met
these ‘uns.”

“I feel bad for

le who can’t get to
E;Gofv someove bécﬂ;mse of
their religion.”




| haven't been affected by the conflict but....

LACK OF PROGRESS

The dlder generntions gre the
onies that have 4 proflem with
being L BIQs, most oung
people are fine about i+,

“I feel frustrated
in my own commmniw -
| just wanna shake It up.”

“Northem Ireland is
stuck in the past.”

“Catholics and
Protestants always
fight. There will
never e peace.”

£ e 0l E"-*"I." (el
“Our school doesn’t
ment ‘
“The cowncils “”-d Wy‘jﬁjz’ fn};y;lev{ juto \ ﬁgfﬂ%fiﬂzbﬁy
need 105 P"’er”(rf gung MUSICiAN>: their formals, there’s
the develcpmeﬂwe m[/({m e giver to been a bt of 4 kick of F
Hf there wi> m 1 ine.the about it but the school
Wred”wfﬁwl)emf that will rise up have said now you have
MJ?M;F Jrzlf , WOJ ) to request this in
oU

Wriﬁry. 5



I haven’t been affected by the conflict but.... “We have been surrounded by

B male politicians for so long that it
has become acceptable... when

will this start to be challenged?”

“It's important young people
know about jener ﬂmm
diverse it ﬂcﬁ/wﬂlq is.”

“Men dominate
pd itics so there
are barriers to

“More women need
fo be in poﬁﬁcs ?

N

women.

“Women are
erﬂliﬁmfmllq proc rammed
to sit back and wait.”

“There should
be more support for gender
equality and o legalise
LaBTQs marviage.”

”Hﬂvi@ more. Wome
in power miﬂhf
d/lee Thirys. ?

“Men have
more To say —
people listen to
men quicker.”

! “Women need to get as
i3 ; e
; ' much recognition as for
their involvement in the
Troubles. While men-are in
the musenms, women are
unseen.”



I haven't been affected by the conflict but....

“The P5NI treatment
comes from leqacy.”

?0“@?‘ i “The police should fe more
Y. mixed to help To stop rioting,

bombings and hijackings.”

“PSNI and
Protestants
are linked with

paramilitaries.”

“FPeople are
arvested for a wearing
an fﬁShﬁ@ but not

unionists.”

1

“The P5NI hang abut
waiting for Trouble.”

“We should carry on
ﬁjlf:ﬂ% with the
police but stop Tthe
Wh@ »

“The pd ice
should treat
ever7owe

equa Iq. ’

“Catholics and
Protestants are not
treated equally by the
police — Fmes%fs
get away with Thi@s, »

o
j st i 7= )
Y o o ] S | AR




I haven’t been affected by the conflict but....

POLITICS

“It shouldn’t te lower than [Byrs frecause
young peaple are tov busy an phones,

having a social life and are Too young.”

“Voting age should be frought
down To at least 16 so younger
peaple get a say in W[’lﬂj’

nappens in their country.”

“If's bzm'(lg.
Make it more
inferesting. !

“There
should be more money
put into Mwseigﬁ) the

environment, education

and children.”

“Politicians don’t
get on s how do

ﬂ/veq expect others

“Political parties

might be Iqiz/y about
what Jrheq 're saying so
that fheq gt

more votes.”

foget on?”

“We would like to
learn about local
poﬁﬁc; and the voting
system. ?

“Campaign leaflets il W w4 “"|| l
are hard to read with il |
too much irformation,
make the language
clearer and Mse‘@s
big words and more

oun le will
o

“Most , le are
vo‘HVyP%f the

wrong reasons. !




“Brexit has
increased racial
issues and religion
causes most issues.

“I didn’t realise how voﬁ% can affect
my families” movey, my school and my
healtheare.”

“Not all

young ple are g
uneducated on voting There are

as ﬂ/leq do their too many religions

own research.” influencing government

policy so that stands in

the way of protecting
the rights of all

LGBTQl+ people.”

“tf | was a politician | wouldn’t
push my own agenda. | would
listen and ask for young

peaple’s apinions.”

“some just don’t want
ﬂ%ﬁfli@ To do with it
(‘the peace process).

They just want to leave

it up to The pdiﬁciﬂns ?

”Everq(me
wants peace fut Brexit
" t undermine this. “Piticians should e organizing
qcmﬁa | group discussions but
won' T because ﬁflep/ are oo

motivated 67// money.”

N

“Politicians are having

a neqative affect
%ﬂd of @ positive

ins
oie.

T req
WM:?ZZ@Z, le who ;ﬁ;
Mﬂhb”ﬂ//Sf‘ » s /07”//l§f

“There pee

s 1¢ ]
;egresenmf,m 070'5;/7;;7///6/’

FM under— /’e,ﬁresenfgy roup.
\Mﬁ/eiip/s n 07/6//]/]/17&”7’— /7([4/@

o’ ;
/ﬁél’emee’l’/ © e cold make 4

“The ideal politician should treat
peaple fairy; be Truthful; e
compassionate; be responsitie;
listen o the public; fe
imaginative; and be brave.”



| haven't been affected by the conflict but....

PEAGE AS A PROCESS

“Both comimunities
have benefited

the
has lmwgl/fr down
ﬂTllnli %ﬁfpﬁggﬁf and IiJrem:/I]w for
wa -
Taking away that Tear ? ) poﬂce)

styeets, the border ﬁjr safer waking arand

ade to-feel 4
o o s el 1
retween Catholics 4" i

“| think the Good Frr'dm
Agreement does well for
parties as the
peace f@mmme has

.'L

ﬂ?l’l us o come Together

and to leam of each other

and to stop the

discrimination and racism.

It allows us to work fetter

Together and the Brexit | fear

is going o cause a division again
tetween Cathdlics and Frotestants
and | have o agree with the Dundalk
people, everyone feels a lot safer now
Than we did before The Grood Friday

@reement .

ave Wﬂlkmﬂ the

“Pedace works
and there has teen

improved relations.”

“No matter how
much peace there is there
is ﬂIWM/s a minority that

will disrupt the peace.”

“The Europed” Union
s really helped fhe

cess bt Brexit
o ﬁ;gwmdemimed this.

bijg Z/V;/h/ this point it hys hel
i ;.LhWe hmxe Made /eﬂpf:/d
o ﬁq;, Pristnerz ﬁe/nj re/e;
i pr CH-Aow st with &
"appening, Serything hys been

01 ; :
W’derg mnd el/er7ﬁ,,/ ur Ve/ﬂ"/'/gnsh/ e
)

a Whm’e Sh/‘f ShOW



_f—
” ht in we have had the two biggesT
leq'(i/ﬂ;f Zﬁy]biefglrﬁr i t Jral ether (the DUF and ?rmn Fein)
gwd ﬂfleﬁe has teen a power §WIVI in qovernmen i We

of 0 pmf’rmmﬁef e

dal
l:g;%w i Nw%g‘gaﬂm ?@rm; funding, Peace funding

and that kmd of stuff.”

//We’Ve come g /07/1
/njf are g /O'fg

W/W ) 7%0" %h

er an

“Stop the
beef, Start the

ch’( / »

“We feel safer as a
result o-f the peace

process.”’

o “There was a
Protestant dommm/:a//

. and we were not

: ﬁj’ red for the reality
) e Grood Fndm//
@” eement. We were
left in the dark by
political representatives
who be there when it
suits them.”

“We have teen
taught to live and
leam together.”



| haven't been affected by the conflict but...

DISESS

dfferent Tuture?”

“Peacebuilding
can e tokenistic;
bringing qroups to eﬁ/ler
TJ;IBZL ﬂdpalresj;m
the issues.’

“Riots can e used
To cover things up.
Young people aren’t
educated on this.
They don’t hear the
other side of the
story.”

“We can’t chmfye the
past, the future is
more important. !

HﬂV!VIﬂ space
to discuss issues
gives us confidence to
raise discussions

with others.”

2 sthers 10
4 ‘,\/ Wo’\A\O\ ﬂgjﬁaf\;ﬁp?@weﬁ\ 'V\ »
i 2 e e
W\(;\eﬁzs\mw not et This “We don’t care
nes atall = it’s not
“I dow’ 7;]?67" why this is st - our jobr to make
eing talked apout t, why don’t decisions or explore
we move on and 4k mﬁmf/— 7 these issues.

“Depends on
what group you're

with — Whether
it's easy to talk
about the

Troubles.”

“Youn peaple don’t care about
welling on the past.”



I haven't been affected by the conflict but....

CHANGE MAKERS /PEACE

“If"s our amnw
now and tomorrow.”

“MosT youn peaple
are keen To have peace,
some didn’t hear much
about the Troubles in their
personal and family lives.”

“Have a facebook
page prmm'{lg

quotes and actions

O_fpeﬂce »

¢ ,
\ e i promotin
i 40 o {: = e “Sports have plm;dﬁiekmero;; lcV(,i (;me%?
Welt o o from 11 emﬂ”"lmﬁ ce since Wiy T e tratestant
o renty e i there i hing ‘Mary F@Teff is fr reate peace in
Twer ! en’ oy ‘ has managed T 70
iday A reew‘d ’k have 4.4 o Pc\V\JV community Md as manag edl with throug
ic\ere M?G WW\J( %MJ( from “\:“ ?VM 1o the wmmgr?iﬁe; 91;1;{ s €ngag
b T e beent 1 decades of good work™.
Yo M M s nave agh The
vigvvx@aj ‘ mmm‘\x@;\“@f@e “mz\mv@
g L s TV
= 5 10 \/\e\P{]\P and "V‘.ﬁmj(y-\\ lem/l v
V]O\@(é‘\’ﬂv\ | Ye§§ \0\6” ?Ve sqa /0'1— more we can do
pew Wa 0w, i (7%1,/”5 T don’t wanna shrp, '
nTil we get sick of WW@ »

“We need to
let Protestants
and Catholics

socialise

T’ggefher. !

“We think young people are keen To build peace in Northern
Ireland. Young pesple have the strength to make change and
we don’t want pesple to project their views on us.”




“Bring al

communities

ngeﬁ/ler. ’

“Try and speak
To the others —
ﬂive it a 4. !

“Taking a stand, and
thinking what can | do
about This? Taking a bit
of responsibility — not
qoing ‘this is everyone
else’s proslem’ — how
can | help o move this

forwarde “

" 70}/@

birviers iy /;/6‘ have
Commﬂﬂ/"/?

07@ GUss_

”Cf/V/‘f/es »

£ .
ks /I_;",r’-'_“-

Linl
Thaks e
yokat Crowonl
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Peace building is:
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YouthAction Northern Ireland, & Join Us:
14 College Square North, o
Belfast, BT1 6AS Young people can join

the Youth Network for Peace
Telephone: 028 9024 0551 Contact Sedn McDonnell
Charity Number (seanmcdonnell@youthaction.org
Ve aseis Workers and volunteers can join
Company limited by guarantee the Youth Work Network for Peace
NI035317 ; Contact Martin McMullan

(martin@youthaction.org)

Tune in to Radio Youth Network
' for Peace (YNP)

EEE www.radioynp.com
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