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A giant of British social anthropology, Jack Goody (1919–2015) 
laboured for sixty years to transcend the view that anthropology was 
the study of “other cultures”. He wanted to move it in the direction 
of a more sociological, postcolonial, comparative social science. 
The most important precondition for this science was the freeing 
of world history from centuries of Eurocentric bias. From his base 
in Cambridge, Goody’s influence and inspiration spread out inter-
nationally. In Germany, as a long-term adviser to the Max Planck 
Society, he played a key role in the establishment of the Max Planck 
Institute for Social Anthropology in Halle (Saale) in 1999. 
This volume presents twelve Goody Lectures delivered in Halle 
between 2011 and 2022, together with an unpublished lecture given 
in 2004 by Goody himself and biographical and bibliographical 
essays by the editors.

BOOK LAUNCH
23 JAN 2025 | 16:00–17:30

To mark publication of the 50th and final volume 
in the series “Halle Studies in the Anthropology of 
Eurasia”, short ritual speeches will be made and 
refreshments provided. All members of the MPI 
are cordially invited.

ORGANISERS: Chris Hann and Han F. Vermeulen 

LOCATION : Main Seminar Room
Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology, 
Advokatenweg 36, 06114 Halle (Saale), Germany  
 www.eth.mpg.de
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Halle Studies in the Anthropology of Eurasia 

“... anthropology needs a broader vision. It needs to shake off its strong association with the 
primitive and the exotic and become genuinely global in its comparisons. From this perspective, 
more sustained attention to Eurasia and a renewed focus on its underlying unity might launch 
the transformation of our parochial scholarly traditions into a mature cosmopolitan  science.”

– Chris Hann, in his Preface to this series

Halle Studies in the Anthropology of Eurasia
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Edited by Chris Hann and Han F. Vermeulen
A giant of British social anthropology, Jack Goody (1919 – 2015) 
laboured for sixty years to transcend the view that anthropology was 
the study of “other cultures”. He wanted to move it in the direction 
of a more sociological, postcolonial, comparative social science. The 
most important precondition for this science was the freeing of world 
history from centuries of Eurocentric bias. From his base in Cambridge, 
Goody’s influence and inspiration spread out internationally. In 
Germany, as a long-term adviser to the Max Planck Society, he played 
a key role in the establishment of the Max Planck Institute for Social 
Anthropology in Halle (Saale) in 1999. This volume presents twelve 
Goody Lectures delivered in Halle between 2011 and 2022, together 
with an unpublished lecture given in 2004 by Goody himself and 
biographical and bibliographical essays by the editors.

Chris Hann is Emeritus Director and Han F. Vermeulen is Research 
Associate at the Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology.
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