
MindGames

17.10.24

 Sudoku Mild No 15,312 Fiendish No 15,313 Super fiendish No 15,314 Word watch
David Parfitt

Whiffler
a A kitchen utensil
b An official who clears 
the way for a procession
c A device for mimicking 
a duck’s quack

Brumal
a Dandyish, foppish
b Wintry
c Pertaining to 
Birmingham

Dysphoria
a A lack of adequate 
light
b A woodland plant
c A feeling of being ill at 
ease

Answers on page 15

 The Times Quick Cryptic No 2809 by Izetti

Across
1 Put in case what is needed for 

card games (4)
3 People leaving money behind 

in trucks? (7)
8 Hostess died — he sadly 

washes up (4,3,6)
9 Mums participating in drama 

sometimes (3)
10 Island’s heavenly sign when 

corn has been cut (5)
12 Room for service personnel in 

a port (7)
14 Musical section in street bands 

(7)
16 Church pursuing writer for 

money (5)
17 Wood that may be used for 

burning when hard (3)
20 A life of someone by himself? 

(13)
21 French editor celebrated, 

ultimately fantastic editor (7)
22 Left-winger to run (4)

Down
1 Home crops — limited space 

for horses (8)
2 Boss sacks one kitchen worker 

(4)
3 Article is on origin of mystical 

belief system (6)
4 They seriously think hip-hop 

losers will regroup (12)
5 One written to by St Paul, man 

going after wandering sheep 
(8)

6 Just right, just right, OK? (2-2)
7 A male in charge, having less 

feeling as a scientific figure 
(6,6)

11 Dan and Peter, badly brought 
up (8)

13 Excited mate’s holding your 
old gemstone (8)

15 Deliberately avoided day away 
from home (3,3)

18 Worker may be bananas (4)
19 Box carried by his partner (4)
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Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in the spaces so 
that the number in each circle is equal to 
the sum of the four surrounding spaces, 
and each colour total is correct

 The Times Daily Quiz Olav Bjortomt

Answers on page 15

1 Which tech company 
has introduced the 
iPhone 16 Pro?

2 Valletta is the capital 
of which Mediterranean 
island country?

3 Frühstück is the 
German name for 
which meal?

4 Edward “Mick” 
Mannock (1887-1918) was 
Britain’s highest scoring 
fighter pilot of which war?

5 The title of Nik 
Kershaw’s 1986 song 
LABATYD stands for 
“Life’s a bitch and then 
you …” what?

6 Wolfgang Puck’s 
signature dish at his 
restaurant Spago is 
pizza topped with which 
smoked fish?

7 Which ruler, who 
styled himself “king 
of Great Britain”, 
died at Theobalds in 
Hertfordshire in 1625?

8 Edward Casaubon, 
Tertius Lydgate and 
Rosamond Vincy are 
characters in which 
George Eliot novel?

9 Which Australian 
actor and comedian 
left his wife Noelene
for US actress Linda 
Kozlowski?

10 Which Scottish 
comedian’s first play 
An’ Me wi’ a Bad Leg, 
Tae opened in Irvine 
in 1976?

11 What is the only 
alkaline earth metal 
that does not react 
with water?

12 Owned by Cornell 
University, which 
open-access repository 
of scientific papers 
was founded in 1991 by 
Paul Ginsparg?

13 Which English author 
of The Mitochondrial 
Free Radical Theory of 
Aging (1999) co-founded 
the Methuselah 
Foundation?

14 The Red Roses 
are the England 
women’s national team 
in which sport?

15 Which RAF combat 
aircraft is pictured?
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into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
four or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 18 words, average; 
24, good; 27, very good; 30, excellent

1 Apple 2 Malta 3 Breakfast
4 First World War, he was 
originally credited with 73 
victories 5 Die 6 Smoked 
salmon 7 James I
8 Middlemarch 9 Paul 
Hogan, she was his co-star 
in the Crocodile Dundee 
films 10 Billy Connolly
11 Beryllium 12 arXiv
13 Aubrey de Grey 14 Rugby 
union 15 Typhoon FGR4

Whiffler (b) An official who 
clears the way for a 
procession (Chambers)
Brumal (b) Wintry (OED)
Dysphoria (c) A feeling of 
being ill at ease (Collins)

9 8 2 5 6 2 7
9 4 8 7 3 2 1 8 9
8 1 5 8 9 1

9 7 1 3 8 4 1
2 7 1 1 2 9 4

3 8 9 6 9 7 6
1 6 9 7 3 8 9
1 7 8 4 6 9

4 9 3 5 2 9 8 1 4
1 5 2 3 1 8 4

Kakuro 3846

Futoshiki 4887

D F W

O P E N O

U A N

B A R B E D

T A E

N O R

Lexica 7720

R

S E A C H

T U M A

Y A T

K I C K

T H E H

Lexica 7719Cell Blocks 5230 Set Square 3849

Suko 4249

Train Tracks 2374

Word watch

1 Rd7! maximises White’s 
attacking potential. After
1 ... Kxd7 2 Qxb7+ Kd8 3 
Qxc6 there is no defence, eg 
3 ... Qe2 4 Qc7+ Ke8 5 Qc8+ 
Bd8 6 Nd6+ Ke7 7 Qb7+ 
forcing mate

Chess — Winning Move

1 Sett
2 Train
3 Refer
4 Interview
5 Put at ease

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 94
Medium 1,251
Harder 361

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
floe, floor, flor, flow, flower, fool, fore, fowl, 
fowler, froe, lore, love, lover, lower, orfe, 
orle, over, overflow, reflow, role, roof, 
rove, rowel, vole, vowel, wolf, wooer, 
woof, woofer, wool

 times2 Crossword No 9664  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 32 HALVE
IT

÷ 4 DOUBLE 
IT

DOUBLE 
IT

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 125 HALVE
IT

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 14 SQUARE
IT

DOUBLE
IT

x 9

x 2

x 3 HALVE
IT

÷ 4

+ 40 – 2

+ 12

SQUARE
IT

+ 236106/
OF IT
–

x 5 43/
OF IT
+

53/
OF IT
– + 160 107/

OF IT
+ ÷ 5

73/
OF IT
+ ÷ 4 – 223

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23

24 25

Across
 1 Agricultural implement (6)
 4 Skin condition (6)
 9 Detailed, thorough (2-5)
 10 Pertaining to birth (5)
 11 Scotland-England border 

river (5)
 13 Treatment for mind  

or body (7)
 14 Flying mammal (3)

L A P D O G C A R T
N E L U H E

I D O L A P P R O A C H
S H D O P U

V O L I T I O N P O R E
O A E E

I N S U L T S T R I D E
N O S I

N A V E R A T I F I E D
M Q I R L D

O B D U R A T E A G O G
L A L E I W

N E I L T H R O N E

Solution to Crossword 9663

 15 Short petticoats;  
skids or slides (5)

 16 Block of writing paper (3)
 17 Fruit tree plantation (7)
 19 Broken arm support (5)
 21 Continental quilt (5)
 22 Archaic greeting (3,4)
 24 Weymouth’s county (6)
 25 Fast, rapid (6)

Down
 1 Indicate with the finger (5)
 2 Leftover item (7)
 3 Empty space (3)
 5 Broad agreement (9)
 6 Additional (5)
 7 Assuaged (fears, eg) (7)
 8 Classic British film (3,5,3)
 12 Take apart (9)
 14 Sulkily dwelt (on) (7)
 16 Ape or monkey, eg (7)
 18 Insurance protection (5)
 20 Rainwater channel (5)
 23 Wash gently against (3)
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3850

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Gentle No 9734

 Killer Tough No 9735

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

My Welsh international friend and 
team-mate Richard Plackett 
showed his class as South on 
today’s tricky 4♠ . This was in 
partnership with fellow Welsh 
international Dafydd Jones, en 
route to victory on one of those 
prestigious Friday night cross-imp 
sessions at the Young Chelsea 
Bridge Club in West London.  

Winning West’s diamond lead 
with dummy’s ace and shedding a 
club from hand, at trick two declarer 
led a spade (theoretically, only a 
counter-intuitive diamond ruff sets 
him on a path to victory). He was 
planning to rise with the king then 
follow with ace and another club. 
Actually, East rose with the ace and 
led a second diamond (when a non-
diamond would have fared better). 

Ruffing the second diamond and 
reading East for the bare ace of 
spades (so leaving spades well 
alone), declarer cashed the ace-jack 
of hearts and played a club to the 
(king and) ace. He cashed the king-
queen of hearts (East discarding) 
and ruffed a third diamond. 

Across is the four-card ending 
with declarer needing two more 
tricks. He exited with a second 
club and the defence had no 
rejoinder. West chose to discard 
his last heart, East winning the 
club to lead a fourth diamond. 
However, declarer could discard 
his last club, letting West ruff but 
then have to lead a spade from 
♠Q10 round to declarer’s ♠KJ. 
Ten tricks and game made.  

Eight other North-Souths 
attempted 4♠ . Only one other 
pair, Nathan Piper and Martin 
Lerner, was successful. andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 4♠ , Opening Lead: ♦3

Dealer: South, Vulnerability: Both

N 
W     E 

S

        1♠ (1)  Pass          3♣(2)       3♦ 
        4♠ (3)   End  
(1) It’s a rule of 20 opener and 1♠  (as 
opposed to 1♣) has the tactical advantage 
of imparting the most important feature of 
his hand, the fifth spade, while pre-empting 
out the red suits. 
(2) In a Five-card Major structure (such as 
N-S were playing), it is sensible to play a 
rarely-used bid (in a natural sense), 3♣ fit-
ting that bill perfectly, to show a three-card 
major-raise (limit or better values). 
(3) May make, steal or push East-West to 
make a phantom sacrifice. The point is: it 
doesn’t pay to get subtle with a hand such 
as South’s. 

    S(Plackett)    W        N(Jones)         E

♠A  

♥105  

♦KQ10754  

♣QJ65

Cross-imps 
(like Teams)

♠863  

♥KQ72  

♦A962  

♣A2

♠KJ972  

♥AJ  

♦-  

♣1098743

♠Q1054  

♥98643  

♦J83  

♣K

Advanced

N 
W     E 

S

♠ -  

♥- 
♦Q  

♣QJ6

♠86  

♥-  

♦9  

♣2

♠KJ  

♥-  

♦-  

♣109

♠Q105  

♥9  

♦-  

♣-

 Bridge Andrew Robson

E X C U S A B L E
B I S O N U U O X
U T C A R D S H A R P
T R I A L A H E
T L O U T F I T T E R
E E S E R I
R A T H E R B A R I U M
S T D D A E
C R O S S W O R D N N
O C M R I G H T
T R I L O B I T E L E
C L U N S P E A R
H I L A R I O U S

Sudoku 15,309

Killer 9732

Sudoku 15,310

Killer 9733

Sudoku 15,311

Quick Cryptic 2808

KenKen 6339

Codeword 5347

1 Thai
2 Mêlée
3 Melons
4 Passport
5 Margarine

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions
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Whiffler
a A kitchen utensil
b An official who clears 
the way for a procession
c A device for mimicking 
a duck’s quack

Brumal
a Dandyish, foppish
b Wintry
c Pertaining to 
Birmingham

Dysphoria
a A lack of adequate 
light
b A woodland plant
c A feeling of being ill at 
ease

Answers on page 15

 The Times Quick Cryptic No 2809 by Izetti

Across
1 Put in case what is needed for 

card games (4)
3 People leaving money behind 

in trucks? (7)
8 Hostess died — he sadly 

washes up (4,3,6)
9 Mums participating in drama 

sometimes (3)
10 Island’s heavenly sign when 

corn has been cut (5)
12 Room for service personnel in 

a port (7)
14 Musical section in street bands 

(7)
16 Church pursuing writer for 

money (5)
17 Wood that may be used for 

burning when hard (3)
20 A life of someone by himself? 

(13)
21 French editor celebrated, 

ultimately fantastic editor (7)
22 Left-winger to run (4)

Down
1 Home crops — limited space 

for horses (8)
2 Boss sacks one kitchen worker 

(4)
3 Article is on origin of mystical 

belief system (6)
4 They seriously think hip-hop 

losers will regroup (12)
5 One written to by St Paul, man 

going after wandering sheep 
(8)

6 Just right, just right, OK? (2-2)
7 A male in charge, having less 

feeling as a scientific figure 
(6,6)

11 Dan and Peter, badly brought 
up (8)

13 Excited mate’s holding your 
old gemstone (8)

15 Deliberately avoided day away 
from home (3,3)

18 Worker may be bananas (4)
19 Box carried by his partner (4)
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has introduced the 
iPhone 16 Pro?

2 Valletta is the capital 
of which Mediterranean 
island country?

3 Frühstück is the 
German name for 
which meal?

4 Edward “Mick” 
Mannock (1887-1918) was 
Britain’s highest scoring 
fighter pilot of which war?

5 The title of Nik 
Kershaw’s 1986 song 
LABATYD stands for 
“Life’s a bitch and then 
you …” what?

6 Wolfgang Puck’s 
signature dish at his 
restaurant Spago is 
pizza topped with which 
smoked fish?

7 Which ruler, who 
styled himself “king 
of Great Britain”, 
died at Theobalds in 
Hertfordshire in 1625?

8 Edward Casaubon, 
Tertius Lydgate and 
Rosamond Vincy are 
characters in which 
George Eliot novel?

9 Which Australian 
actor and comedian 
left his wife Noelene
for US actress Linda 
Kozlowski?

10 Which Scottish 
comedian’s first play 
An’ Me wi’ a Bad Leg, 
Tae opened in Irvine 
in 1976?

11 What is the only 
alkaline earth metal 
that does not react 
with water?

12 Owned by Cornell 
University, which 
open-access repository 
of scientific papers 
was founded in 1991 by 
Paul Ginsparg?

13 Which English author 
of The Mitochondrial 
Free Radical Theory of 
Aging (1999) co-founded 
the Methuselah 
Foundation?

14 The Red Roses 
are the England 
women’s national team 
in which sport?

15 Which RAF combat 
aircraft is pictured?
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 Sudoku Mild No 15,312 Fiendish No 15,313 Super fiendish No 15,314 Word watch
David Parfitt

Whiffler
a A kitchen utensil
b An official who clears 
the way for a procession
c A device for mimicking 
a duck’s quack

Brumal
a Dandyish, foppish
b Wintry
c Pertaining to 
Birmingham

Dysphoria
a A lack of adequate 
light
b A woodland plant
c A feeling of being ill at 
ease

Answers on page 15

 The Times Quick Cryptic No 2809 by Izetti

Across
1 Put in case what is needed for 

card games (4)
3 People leaving money behind 

in trucks? (7)
8 Hostess died — he sadly 

washes up (4,3,6)
9 Mums participating in drama 

sometimes (3)
10 Island’s heavenly sign when 

corn has been cut (5)
12 Room for service personnel in 

a port (7)
14 Musical section in street bands 

(7)
16 Church pursuing writer for 

money (5)
17 Wood that may be used for 

burning when hard (3)
20 A life of someone by himself? 

(13)
21 French editor celebrated, 

ultimately fantastic editor (7)
22 Left-winger to run (4)

Down
1 Home crops — limited space 

for horses (8)
2 Boss sacks one kitchen worker 

(4)
3 Article is on origin of mystical 

belief system (6)
4 They seriously think hip-hop 

losers will regroup (12)
5 One written to by St Paul, man 

going after wandering sheep 
(8)

6 Just right, just right, OK? (2-2)
7 A male in charge, having less 

feeling as a scientific figure 
(6,6)

11 Dan and Peter, badly brought 
up (8)

13 Excited mate’s holding your 
old gemstone (8)

15 Deliberately avoided day away 
from home (3,3)

18 Worker may be bananas (4)
19 Box carried by his partner (4)
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MindGames

Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4888 KenKen Difficult No 6340

17 6 26 5 45

16
20

45
13

5
30 12

7 23
8 13

16
7

25
16 9

16
11

16
23

22
29

8
25 19

26
14 14

13
14

6 4
9 20

15
11

4
16 19

8 6
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2375

 Lexica Easy No 7721 Hard No 7722

D E

B

S

A

R

E

J

A

Y

T

I P

N O

S E

E F

P R

A T

A

B

H

R

A F

C

D

K Y

S T

A

L D

J A

A O

A N

 Codeword No 5348

 Winning Move

 Tetonor

W________W 
áWDkDWDW4] 
à!bDWgp0W] 
ßWDrDpDW0] 
ÞDNDW)WDW] 
ÝWDP$p)PD] 
Ü)WDWDWDW] 
ÛW)WDWDq)] 
ÚDKGWDWDW] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

White to play.  
This position is from Navara-
Tissir, Budapest Olympiad 2024. 
 
White has given up a rook here 
in order to expose the black king 
and get his forces close to the 
danger zone. His next move led 
to what may be called a “mini-
combination” which regained 
some material and left Black 
with no good defence against his 
threats. Can you spot the key 
move as well as the eventual 
mating theme?  

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Tuesday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 
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1  3 4      15  21  46 51  

50 126 19

216

93 17 270 30

27

225 34

70

184 35

52
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A A A A E E E E

E G H I I L L M

M M N N O O P P

R R R S S S T T

1 Asian neckwear picked up (4)

2 Fight the setter and Bruce the 
martial arts star (5)

3 Fruit in caramel on skewer (6)

4 Old men to show off document (8)

5 Fat soldier holding tabloid back 
to front (9)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

- - - -

 
- - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

 
- - - - - - - - -

 Quintagram®
Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only

For more puzzles, including
Mini Sudoku, extra Codeword, 

Train Tracks and Futoshiki
go to page 10

What are your favourite 
puzzles in MindGames? 
Email: puzzles@thetimes.co.uk

Tricky No 510

Challenge 
your mind 
with these 
fiendish 

word and 
number 
puzzles

thetimes.co.uk/
bookshoptimesbookshop.co.uk
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into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
four or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 18 words, average; 
24, good; 27, very good; 30, excellent

1 Apple 2 Malta 3 Breakfast
4 First World War, he was 
originally credited with 73 
victories 5 Die 6 Smoked 
salmon 7 James I
8 Middlemarch 9 Paul 
Hogan, she was his co-star 
in the Crocodile Dundee 
films 10 Billy Connolly
11 Beryllium 12 arXiv
13 Aubrey de Grey 14 Rugby 
union 15 Typhoon FGR4

Whiffler (b) An official who 
clears the way for a 
procession (Chambers)
Brumal (b) Wintry (OED)
Dysphoria (c) A feeling of 
being ill at ease (Collins)

9 8 2 5 6 2 7
9 4 8 7 3 2 1 8 9
8 1 5 8 9 1

9 7 1 3 8 4 1
2 7 1 1 2 9 4

3 8 9 6 9 7 6
1 6 9 7 3 8 9
1 7 8 4 6 9

4 9 3 5 2 9 8 1 4
1 5 2 3 1 8 4

Kakuro 3846

Futoshiki 4887

D F W

O P E N O

U A N

B A R B E D

T A E

N O R

Lexica 7720

R

S E A C H

T U M A

Y A T

K I C K

T H E H

Lexica 7719Cell Blocks 5230 Set Square 3849

Suko 4249

Train Tracks 2374

Word watch

1 Rd7! maximises White’s 
attacking potential. After
1 ... Kxd7 2 Qxb7+ Kd8 3 
Qxc6 there is no defence, eg 
3 ... Qe2 4 Qc7+ Ke8 5 Qc8+ 
Bd8 6 Nd6+ Ke7 7 Qb7+ 
forcing mate

Chess — Winning Move

1 Sett
2 Train
3 Refer
4 Interview
5 Put at ease

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 94
Medium 1,251
Harder 361

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
floe, floor, flor, flow, flower, fool, fore, fowl, 
fowler, froe, lore, love, lover, lower, orfe, 
orle, over, overflow, reflow, role, roof, 
rove, rowel, vole, vowel, wolf, wooer, 
woof, woofer, wool

 times2 Crossword No 9664  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 32 HALVE
IT

÷ 4 DOUBLE 
IT

DOUBLE 
IT

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 125 HALVE
IT

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 14 SQUARE
IT

DOUBLE
IT

x 9

x 2

x 3 HALVE
IT

÷ 4

+ 40 – 2

+ 12

SQUARE
IT

+ 236106/
OF IT
–

x 5 43/
OF IT
+

53/
OF IT
– + 160 107/

OF IT
+ ÷ 5

73/
OF IT
+ ÷ 4 – 223

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23

24 25

Across
 1 Agricultural implement (6)
 4 Skin condition (6)
 9 Detailed, thorough (2-5)
 10 Pertaining to birth (5)
 11 Scotland-England border 

river (5)
 13 Treatment for mind  

or body (7)
 14 Flying mammal (3)

L A P D O G C A R T
N E L U H E

I D O L A P P R O A C H
S H D O P U

V O L I T I O N P O R E
O A E E

I N S U L T S T R I D E
N O S I

N A V E R A T I F I E D
M Q I R L D

O B D U R A T E A G O G
L A L E I W

N E I L T H R O N E

Solution to Crossword 9663

 15 Short petticoats;  
skids or slides (5)

 16 Block of writing paper (3)
 17 Fruit tree plantation (7)
 19 Broken arm support (5)
 21 Continental quilt (5)
 22 Archaic greeting (3,4)
 24 Weymouth’s county (6)
 25 Fast, rapid (6)

Down
 1 Indicate with the finger (5)
 2 Leftover item (7)
 3 Empty space (3)
 5 Broad agreement (9)
 6 Additional (5)
 7 Assuaged (fears, eg) (7)
 8 Classic British film (3,5,3)
 12 Take apart (9)
 14 Sulkily dwelt (on) (7)
 16 Ape or monkey, eg (7)
 18 Insurance protection (5)
 20 Rainwater channel (5)
 23 Wash gently against (3)
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3850

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Gentle No 9734

 Killer Tough No 9735

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

My Welsh international friend and 
team-mate Richard Plackett 
showed his class as South on 
today’s tricky 4♠ . This was in 
partnership with fellow Welsh 
international Dafydd Jones, en 
route to victory on one of those 
prestigious Friday night cross-imp 
sessions at the Young Chelsea 
Bridge Club in West London.  

Winning West’s diamond lead 
with dummy’s ace and shedding a 
club from hand, at trick two declarer 
led a spade (theoretically, only a 
counter-intuitive diamond ruff sets 
him on a path to victory). He was 
planning to rise with the king then 
follow with ace and another club. 
Actually, East rose with the ace and 
led a second diamond (when a non-
diamond would have fared better). 

Ruffing the second diamond and 
reading East for the bare ace of 
spades (so leaving spades well 
alone), declarer cashed the ace-jack 
of hearts and played a club to the 
(king and) ace. He cashed the king-
queen of hearts (East discarding) 
and ruffed a third diamond. 

Across is the four-card ending 
with declarer needing two more 
tricks. He exited with a second 
club and the defence had no 
rejoinder. West chose to discard 
his last heart, East winning the 
club to lead a fourth diamond. 
However, declarer could discard 
his last club, letting West ruff but 
then have to lead a spade from 
♠Q10 round to declarer’s ♠KJ. 
Ten tricks and game made.  

Eight other North-Souths 
attempted 4♠ . Only one other 
pair, Nathan Piper and Martin 
Lerner, was successful. andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 4♠ , Opening Lead: ♦3

Dealer: South, Vulnerability: Both

N 
W     E 

S

        1♠ (1)  Pass          3♣(2)       3♦ 
        4♠ (3)   End  
(1) It’s a rule of 20 opener and 1♠  (as 
opposed to 1♣) has the tactical advantage 
of imparting the most important feature of 
his hand, the fifth spade, while pre-empting 
out the red suits. 
(2) In a Five-card Major structure (such as 
N-S were playing), it is sensible to play a 
rarely-used bid (in a natural sense), 3♣ fit-
ting that bill perfectly, to show a three-card 
major-raise (limit or better values). 
(3) May make, steal or push East-West to 
make a phantom sacrifice. The point is: it 
doesn’t pay to get subtle with a hand such 
as South’s. 

    S(Plackett)    W        N(Jones)         E

♠A  

♥105  

♦KQ10754  

♣QJ65

Cross-imps 
(like Teams)

♠863  

♥KQ72  

♦A962  

♣A2

♠KJ972  

♥AJ  

♦-  

♣1098743

♠Q1054  

♥98643  

♦J83  

♣K

Advanced

N 
W     E 

S

♠ -  

♥- 
♦Q  

♣QJ6

♠86  

♥-  

♦9  

♣2

♠KJ  

♥-  

♦-  

♣109

♠Q105  

♥9  

♦-  

♣-

 Bridge Andrew Robson

E X C U S A B L E
B I S O N U U O X
U T C A R D S H A R P
T R I A L A H E
T L O U T F I T T E R
E E S E R I
R A T H E R B A R I U M
S T D D A E
C R O S S W O R D N N
O C M R I G H T
T R I L O B I T E L E
C L U N S P E A R
H I L A R I O U S

Sudoku 15,309

Killer 9732

Sudoku 15,310

Killer 9733

Sudoku 15,311

Quick Cryptic 2808

KenKen 6339

Codeword 5347

1 Thai
2 Mêlée
3 Melons
4 Passport
5 Margarine

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions
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Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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 Kakuro No 3847

©
 2

01
0 

KE
NK

EN
 P

UZ
ZL

E 
& 

TM
 N

EX
TO

Y.
 D

IS
T.

 B
Y 

UF
S,

 IN
C.

 W
W

W
.K

EN
KE

N.
CO

M

Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4888 KenKen Difficult No 6340

17 6 26 5 45

16
20

45
13

5
30 12

7 23
8 13

16
7

25
16 9

16
11

16
23

22
29

8
25 19

26
14 14

13
14

6 4
9 20

15
11

4
16 19

8 6
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2375

 Lexica Easy No 7721 Hard No 7722

D E

B

S

A

R

E

J

A

Y

T

I P

N O

S E

E F

P R

A T

A

B

H

R

A F

C

D

K Y

S T

A

L D

J A

A O

A N

 Codeword No 5348

 Winning Move

 Tetonor

W________W 
áWDkDWDW4] 
à!bDWgp0W] 
ßWDrDpDW0] 
ÞDNDW)WDW] 
ÝWDP$p)PD] 
Ü)WDWDWDW] 
ÛW)WDWDq)] 
ÚDKGWDWDW] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

White to play.  
This position is from Navara-
Tissir, Budapest Olympiad 2024. 
 
White has given up a rook here 
in order to expose the black king 
and get his forces close to the 
danger zone. His next move led 
to what may be called a “mini-
combination” which regained 
some material and left Black 
with no good defence against his 
threats. Can you spot the key 
move as well as the eventual 
mating theme?  

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Tuesday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 

                 

   

 

 

             
 

 

             
  

   

              

 

 

            

1  3 4      15  21  46 51  

50 126 19

216

93 17 270 30

27

225 34

70

184 35

52

51                 

   

 

 

             
 

 

             
  

   

              

 

 

            

1  3 4      15  21  46 51  

50 126 19

216

93 17 270 30

27

225 34

70

184 35

52

51

A A A A E E E E

E G H I I L L M

M M N N O O P P

R R R S S S T T

1 Asian neckwear picked up (4)

2 Fight the setter and Bruce the 
martial arts star (5)

3 Fruit in caramel on skewer (6)

4 Old men to show off document (8)

5 Fat soldier holding tabloid back 
to front (9)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

- - - -

 
- - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

 
- - - - - - - - -

 Quintagram®
Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only

For more puzzles, including
Mini Sudoku, extra Codeword, 

Train Tracks and Futoshiki
go to page 10

What are your favourite 
puzzles in MindGames? 
Email: puzzles@thetimes.co.uk

Tricky No 510

Challenge 
your mind 
with these 
fiendish 

word and 
number 
puzzles

thetimes.co.uk/
bookshoptimesbookshop.co.uk
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Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4888 KenKen Difficult No 6340

17 6 26 5 45

16
20

45
13

5
30 12

7 23
8 13

16
7

25
16 9

16
11

16
23

22
29

8
25 19

26
14 14
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6 4
9 20
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4
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2375

 Lexica Easy No 7721 Hard No 7722
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 Codeword No 5348

 Winning Move

 Tetonor

W________W 
áWDkDWDW4] 
à!bDWgp0W] 
ßWDrDpDW0] 
ÞDNDW)WDW] 
ÝWDP$p)PD] 
Ü)WDWDWDW] 
ÛW)WDWDq)] 
ÚDKGWDWDW] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

White to play.  
This position is from Navara-
Tissir, Budapest Olympiad 2024. 
 
White has given up a rook here 
in order to expose the black king 
and get his forces close to the 
danger zone. His next move led 
to what may be called a “mini-
combination” which regained 
some material and left Black 
with no good defence against his 
threats. Can you spot the key 
move as well as the eventual 
mating theme?  

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Tuesday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 
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1 Asian neckwear picked up (4)

2 Fight the setter and Bruce the 
martial arts star (5)

3 Fruit in caramel on skewer (6)

4 Old men to show off document (8)

5 Fat soldier holding tabloid back 
to front (9)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

- - - -

 
- - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

 
- - - - - - - - -

 Quintagram®
Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only

For more puzzles, including
Mini Sudoku, extra Codeword, 

Train Tracks and Futoshiki
go to page 10

What are your favourite 
puzzles in MindGames? 
Email: puzzles@thetimes.co.uk
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word and 
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but not within 
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4888 KenKen Difficult No 6340

17 6 26 5 45

16
20

45
13

5
30 12

7 23
8 13

16
7

25
16 9

16
11

16
23

22
29

8
25 19

26
14 14

13
14

6 4
9 20

15
11

4
16 19

8 6

©
 P

UZ
ZL

ER
 M

ED
IA

Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2375

 Lexica Easy No 7721 Hard No 7722
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 Codeword No 5348

 Winning Move

 Tetonor

W________W 
áWDkDWDW4] 
à!bDWgp0W] 
ßWDrDpDW0] 
ÞDNDW)WDW] 
ÝWDP$p)PD] 
Ü)WDWDWDW] 
ÛW)WDWDq)] 
ÚDKGWDWDW] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

White to play.  
This position is from Navara-
Tissir, Budapest Olympiad 2024. 
 
White has given up a rook here 
in order to expose the black king 
and get his forces close to the 
danger zone. His next move led 
to what may be called a “mini-
combination” which regained 
some material and left Black 
with no good defence against his 
threats. Can you spot the key 
move as well as the eventual 
mating theme?  

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Tuesday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 
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1 Asian neckwear picked up (4)

2 Fight the setter and Bruce the 
martial arts star (5)

3 Fruit in caramel on skewer (6)

4 Old men to show off document (8)

5 Fat soldier holding tabloid back 
to front (9)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

- - - -

 
- - - - -

- - - - - -
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 Quintagram®
Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only

For more puzzles, including
Mini Sudoku, extra Codeword, 

Train Tracks and Futoshiki
go to page 10

What are your favourite 
puzzles in MindGames? 
Email: puzzles@thetimes.co.uk

Tricky No 510
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with these 
fiendish 

word and 
number 
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into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
four or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 18 words, average; 
24, good; 27, very good; 30, excellent

1 Apple 2 Malta 3 Breakfast
4 First World War, he was 
originally credited with 73 
victories 5 Die 6 Smoked 
salmon 7 James I
8 Middlemarch 9 Paul 
Hogan, she was his co-star 
in the Crocodile Dundee 
films 10 Billy Connolly
11 Beryllium 12 arXiv
13 Aubrey de Grey 14 Rugby 
union 15 Typhoon FGR4

Whiffler (b) An official who 
clears the way for a 
procession (Chambers)
Brumal (b) Wintry (OED)
Dysphoria (c) A feeling of 
being ill at ease (Collins)

9 8 2 5 6 2 7
9 4 8 7 3 2 1 8 9
8 1 5 8 9 1

9 7 1 3 8 4 1
2 7 1 1 2 9 4

3 8 9 6 9 7 6
1 6 9 7 3 8 9
1 7 8 4 6 9

4 9 3 5 2 9 8 1 4
1 5 2 3 1 8 4

Kakuro 3846

Futoshiki 4887

D F W

O P E N O

U A N

B A R B E D

T A E

N O R

Lexica 7720

R

S E A C H

T U M A

Y A T

K I C K

T H E H

Lexica 7719Cell Blocks 5230 Set Square 3849

Suko 4249

Train Tracks 2374

Word watch

1 Rd7! maximises White’s 
attacking potential. After
1 ... Kxd7 2 Qxb7+ Kd8 3 
Qxc6 there is no defence, eg 
3 ... Qe2 4 Qc7+ Ke8 5 Qc8+ 
Bd8 6 Nd6+ Ke7 7 Qb7+ 
forcing mate

Chess — Winning Move

1 Sett
2 Train
3 Refer
4 Interview
5 Put at ease

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 94
Medium 1,251
Harder 361

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
floe, floor, flor, flow, flower, fool, fore, fowl, 
fowler, froe, lore, love, lover, lower, orfe, 
orle, over, overflow, reflow, role, roof, 
rove, rowel, vole, vowel, wolf, wooer, 
woof, woofer, wool

 times2 Crossword No 9664  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 32 HALVE
IT

÷ 4 DOUBLE 
IT

DOUBLE 
IT

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 125 HALVE
IT

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 14 SQUARE
IT

DOUBLE
IT

x 9

x 2

x 3 HALVE
IT

÷ 4

+ 40 – 2

+ 12

SQUARE
IT

+ 236106/
OF IT
–

x 5 43/
OF IT
+

53/
OF IT
– + 160 107/

OF IT
+ ÷ 5

73/
OF IT
+ ÷ 4 – 223

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23

24 25

Across
 1 Agricultural implement (6)
 4 Skin condition (6)
 9 Detailed, thorough (2-5)
 10 Pertaining to birth (5)
 11 Scotland-England border 

river (5)
 13 Treatment for mind  

or body (7)
 14 Flying mammal (3)

L A P D O G C A R T
N E L U H E

I D O L A P P R O A C H
S H D O P U

V O L I T I O N P O R E
O A E E

I N S U L T S T R I D E
N O S I

N A V E R A T I F I E D
M Q I R L D

O B D U R A T E A G O G
L A L E I W

N E I L T H R O N E

Solution to Crossword 9663

 15 Short petticoats;  
skids or slides (5)

 16 Block of writing paper (3)
 17 Fruit tree plantation (7)
 19 Broken arm support (5)
 21 Continental quilt (5)
 22 Archaic greeting (3,4)
 24 Weymouth’s county (6)
 25 Fast, rapid (6)

Down
 1 Indicate with the finger (5)
 2 Leftover item (7)
 3 Empty space (3)
 5 Broad agreement (9)
 6 Additional (5)
 7 Assuaged (fears, eg) (7)
 8 Classic British film (3,5,3)
 12 Take apart (9)
 14 Sulkily dwelt (on) (7)
 16 Ape or monkey, eg (7)
 18 Insurance protection (5)
 20 Rainwater channel (5)
 23 Wash gently against (3)
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3850

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Gentle No 9734

 Killer Tough No 9735

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

My Welsh international friend and 
team-mate Richard Plackett 
showed his class as South on 
today’s tricky 4♠ . This was in 
partnership with fellow Welsh 
international Dafydd Jones, en 
route to victory on one of those 
prestigious Friday night cross-imp 
sessions at the Young Chelsea 
Bridge Club in West London.  

Winning West’s diamond lead 
with dummy’s ace and shedding a 
club from hand, at trick two declarer 
led a spade (theoretically, only a 
counter-intuitive diamond ruff sets 
him on a path to victory). He was 
planning to rise with the king then 
follow with ace and another club. 
Actually, East rose with the ace and 
led a second diamond (when a non-
diamond would have fared better). 

Ruffing the second diamond and 
reading East for the bare ace of 
spades (so leaving spades well 
alone), declarer cashed the ace-jack 
of hearts and played a club to the 
(king and) ace. He cashed the king-
queen of hearts (East discarding) 
and ruffed a third diamond. 

Across is the four-card ending 
with declarer needing two more 
tricks. He exited with a second 
club and the defence had no 
rejoinder. West chose to discard 
his last heart, East winning the 
club to lead a fourth diamond. 
However, declarer could discard 
his last club, letting West ruff but 
then have to lead a spade from 
♠Q10 round to declarer’s ♠KJ. 
Ten tricks and game made.  

Eight other North-Souths 
attempted 4♠ . Only one other 
pair, Nathan Piper and Martin 
Lerner, was successful. andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 4♠ , Opening Lead: ♦3

Dealer: South, Vulnerability: Both

N 
W     E 

S

        1♠ (1)  Pass          3♣(2)       3♦ 
        4♠ (3)   End  
(1) It’s a rule of 20 opener and 1♠  (as 
opposed to 1♣) has the tactical advantage 
of imparting the most important feature of 
his hand, the fifth spade, while pre-empting 
out the red suits. 
(2) In a Five-card Major structure (such as 
N-S were playing), it is sensible to play a 
rarely-used bid (in a natural sense), 3♣ fit-
ting that bill perfectly, to show a three-card 
major-raise (limit or better values). 
(3) May make, steal or push East-West to 
make a phantom sacrifice. The point is: it 
doesn’t pay to get subtle with a hand such 
as South’s. 

    S(Plackett)    W        N(Jones)         E

♠A  

♥105  

♦KQ10754  

♣QJ65

Cross-imps 
(like Teams)

♠863  

♥KQ72  

♦A962  

♣A2

♠KJ972  

♥AJ  

♦-  

♣1098743

♠Q1054  

♥98643  

♦J83  

♣K

Advanced

N 
W     E 

S

♠ -  

♥- 
♦Q  

♣QJ6

♠86  

♥-  

♦9  

♣2

♠KJ  

♥-  

♦-  

♣109

♠Q105  

♥9  

♦-  

♣-

 Bridge Andrew Robson

E X C U S A B L E
B I S O N U U O X
U T C A R D S H A R P
T R I A L A H E
T L O U T F I T T E R
E E S E R I
R A T H E R B A R I U M
S T D D A E
C R O S S W O R D N N
O C M R I G H T
T R I L O B I T E L E
C L U N S P E A R
H I L A R I O U S

Sudoku 15,309

Killer 9732

Sudoku 15,310

Killer 9733

Sudoku 15,311

Quick Cryptic 2808

KenKen 6339

Codeword 5347

1 Thai
2 Mêlée
3 Melons
4 Passport
5 Margarine

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions

the times | Thursday October 17 2024 15

MindGames

©
 P

UZ
ZL

ER
 M

ED
IA Divide the grid 

into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
four or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 18 words, average; 
24, good; 27, very good; 30, excellent

1 Apple 2 Malta 3 Breakfast
4 First World War, he was 
originally credited with 73 
victories 5 Die 6 Smoked 
salmon 7 James I
8 Middlemarch 9 Paul 
Hogan, she was his co-star 
in the Crocodile Dundee 
films 10 Billy Connolly
11 Beryllium 12 arXiv
13 Aubrey de Grey 14 Rugby 
union 15 Typhoon FGR4

Whiffler (b) An official who 
clears the way for a 
procession (Chambers)
Brumal (b) Wintry (OED)
Dysphoria (c) A feeling of 
being ill at ease (Collins)

9 8 2 5 6 2 7
9 4 8 7 3 2 1 8 9
8 1 5 8 9 1

9 7 1 3 8 4 1
2 7 1 1 2 9 4

3 8 9 6 9 7 6
1 6 9 7 3 8 9
1 7 8 4 6 9

4 9 3 5 2 9 8 1 4
1 5 2 3 1 8 4

Kakuro 3846

Futoshiki 4887

D F W

O P E N O

U A N

B A R B E D

T A E

N O R

Lexica 7720

R

S E A C H

T U M A

Y A T

K I C K

T H E H

Lexica 7719Cell Blocks 5230 Set Square 3849

Suko 4249

Train Tracks 2374

Word watch

1 Rd7! maximises White’s 
attacking potential. After
1 ... Kxd7 2 Qxb7+ Kd8 3 
Qxc6 there is no defence, eg 
3 ... Qe2 4 Qc7+ Ke8 5 Qc8+ 
Bd8 6 Nd6+ Ke7 7 Qb7+ 
forcing mate

Chess — Winning Move

1 Sett
2 Train
3 Refer
4 Interview
5 Put at ease

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 94
Medium 1,251
Harder 361

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
floe, floor, flor, flow, flower, fool, fore, fowl, 
fowler, froe, lore, love, lover, lower, orfe, 
orle, over, overflow, reflow, role, roof, 
rove, rowel, vole, vowel, wolf, wooer, 
woof, woofer, wool

 times2 Crossword No 9664  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 32 HALVE
IT

÷ 4 DOUBLE 
IT

DOUBLE 
IT

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 125 HALVE
IT

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 14 SQUARE
IT

DOUBLE
IT

x 9

x 2

x 3 HALVE
IT

÷ 4

+ 40 – 2

+ 12

SQUARE
IT

+ 236106/
OF IT
–

x 5 43/
OF IT
+

53/
OF IT
– + 160 107/

OF IT
+ ÷ 5

73/
OF IT
+ ÷ 4 – 223

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23

24 25

Across
 1 Agricultural implement (6)
 4 Skin condition (6)
 9 Detailed, thorough (2-5)
 10 Pertaining to birth (5)
 11 Scotland-England border 

river (5)
 13 Treatment for mind  

or body (7)
 14 Flying mammal (3)

L A P D O G C A R T
N E L U H E

I D O L A P P R O A C H
S H D O P U

V O L I T I O N P O R E
O A E E

I N S U L T S T R I D E
N O S I

N A V E R A T I F I E D
M Q I R L D

O B D U R A T E A G O G
L A L E I W

N E I L T H R O N E

Solution to Crossword 9663

 15 Short petticoats;  
skids or slides (5)

 16 Block of writing paper (3)
 17 Fruit tree plantation (7)
 19 Broken arm support (5)
 21 Continental quilt (5)
 22 Archaic greeting (3,4)
 24 Weymouth’s county (6)
 25 Fast, rapid (6)

Down
 1 Indicate with the finger (5)
 2 Leftover item (7)
 3 Empty space (3)
 5 Broad agreement (9)
 6 Additional (5)
 7 Assuaged (fears, eg) (7)
 8 Classic British film (3,5,3)
 12 Take apart (9)
 14 Sulkily dwelt (on) (7)
 16 Ape or monkey, eg (7)
 18 Insurance protection (5)
 20 Rainwater channel (5)
 23 Wash gently against (3)
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3850

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Gentle No 9734

 Killer Tough No 9735

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

My Welsh international friend and 
team-mate Richard Plackett 
showed his class as South on 
today’s tricky 4♠ . This was in 
partnership with fellow Welsh 
international Dafydd Jones, en 
route to victory on one of those 
prestigious Friday night cross-imp 
sessions at the Young Chelsea 
Bridge Club in West London.  

Winning West’s diamond lead 
with dummy’s ace and shedding a 
club from hand, at trick two declarer 
led a spade (theoretically, only a 
counter-intuitive diamond ruff sets 
him on a path to victory). He was 
planning to rise with the king then 
follow with ace and another club. 
Actually, East rose with the ace and 
led a second diamond (when a non-
diamond would have fared better). 

Ruffing the second diamond and 
reading East for the bare ace of 
spades (so leaving spades well 
alone), declarer cashed the ace-jack 
of hearts and played a club to the 
(king and) ace. He cashed the king-
queen of hearts (East discarding) 
and ruffed a third diamond. 

Across is the four-card ending 
with declarer needing two more 
tricks. He exited with a second 
club and the defence had no 
rejoinder. West chose to discard 
his last heart, East winning the 
club to lead a fourth diamond. 
However, declarer could discard 
his last club, letting West ruff but 
then have to lead a spade from 
♠Q10 round to declarer’s ♠KJ. 
Ten tricks and game made.  

Eight other North-Souths 
attempted 4♠ . Only one other 
pair, Nathan Piper and Martin 
Lerner, was successful. andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 4♠ , Opening Lead: ♦3

Dealer: South, Vulnerability: Both

N 
W     E 

S

        1♠ (1)  Pass          3♣(2)       3♦ 
        4♠ (3)   End  
(1) It’s a rule of 20 opener and 1♠  (as 
opposed to 1♣) has the tactical advantage 
of imparting the most important feature of 
his hand, the fifth spade, while pre-empting 
out the red suits. 
(2) In a Five-card Major structure (such as 
N-S were playing), it is sensible to play a 
rarely-used bid (in a natural sense), 3♣ fit-
ting that bill perfectly, to show a three-card 
major-raise (limit or better values). 
(3) May make, steal or push East-West to 
make a phantom sacrifice. The point is: it 
doesn’t pay to get subtle with a hand such 
as South’s. 

    S(Plackett)    W        N(Jones)         E

♠A  

♥105  

♦KQ10754  

♣QJ65

Cross-imps 
(like Teams)

♠863  

♥KQ72  

♦A962  

♣A2

♠KJ972  

♥AJ  

♦-  

♣1098743

♠Q1054  

♥98643  

♦J83  

♣K

Advanced
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W     E 
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♠ -  

♥- 
♦Q  

♣QJ6

♠86  
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♠KJ  
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♦-  
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containing one 
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the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
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From these letters, make words of 
four or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 18 words, average; 
24, good; 27, very good; 30, excellent

1 Apple 2 Malta 3 Breakfast
4 First World War, he was 
originally credited with 73 
victories 5 Die 6 Smoked 
salmon 7 James I
8 Middlemarch 9 Paul 
Hogan, she was his co-star 
in the Crocodile Dundee 
films 10 Billy Connolly
11 Beryllium 12 arXiv
13 Aubrey de Grey 14 Rugby 
union 15 Typhoon FGR4

Whiffler (b) An official who 
clears the way for a 
procession (Chambers)
Brumal (b) Wintry (OED)
Dysphoria (c) A feeling of 
being ill at ease (Collins)

9 8 2 5 6 2 7
9 4 8 7 3 2 1 8 9
8 1 5 8 9 1

9 7 1 3 8 4 1
2 7 1 1 2 9 4

3 8 9 6 9 7 6
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1 7 8 4 6 9
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Word watch

1 Rd7! maximises White’s 
attacking potential. After
1 ... Kxd7 2 Qxb7+ Kd8 3 
Qxc6 there is no defence, eg 
3 ... Qe2 4 Qc7+ Ke8 5 Qc8+ 
Bd8 6 Nd6+ Ke7 7 Qb7+ 
forcing mate

Chess — Winning Move

1 Sett
2 Train
3 Refer
4 Interview
5 Put at ease

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 94
Medium 1,251
Harder 361

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
floe, floor, flor, flow, flower, fool, fore, fowl, 
fowler, froe, lore, love, lover, lower, orfe, 
orle, over, overflow, reflow, role, roof, 
rove, rowel, vole, vowel, wolf, wooer, 
woof, woofer, wool

 times2 Crossword No 9664  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.
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Across
 1 Agricultural implement (6)
 4 Skin condition (6)
 9 Detailed, thorough (2-5)
 10 Pertaining to birth (5)
 11 Scotland-England border 

river (5)
 13 Treatment for mind  

or body (7)
 14 Flying mammal (3)
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Solution to Crossword 9663

 15 Short petticoats;  
skids or slides (5)

 16 Block of writing paper (3)
 17 Fruit tree plantation (7)
 19 Broken arm support (5)
 21 Continental quilt (5)
 22 Archaic greeting (3,4)
 24 Weymouth’s county (6)
 25 Fast, rapid (6)

Down
 1 Indicate with the finger (5)
 2 Leftover item (7)
 3 Empty space (3)
 5 Broad agreement (9)
 6 Additional (5)
 7 Assuaged (fears, eg) (7)
 8 Classic British film (3,5,3)
 12 Take apart (9)
 14 Sulkily dwelt (on) (7)
 16 Ape or monkey, eg (7)
 18 Insurance protection (5)
 20 Rainwater channel (5)
 23 Wash gently against (3)
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Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Gentle No 9734

 Killer Tough No 9735

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

My Welsh international friend and 
team-mate Richard Plackett 
showed his class as South on 
today’s tricky 4♠ . This was in 
partnership with fellow Welsh 
international Dafydd Jones, en 
route to victory on one of those 
prestigious Friday night cross-imp 
sessions at the Young Chelsea 
Bridge Club in West London.  

Winning West’s diamond lead 
with dummy’s ace and shedding a 
club from hand, at trick two declarer 
led a spade (theoretically, only a 
counter-intuitive diamond ruff sets 
him on a path to victory). He was 
planning to rise with the king then 
follow with ace and another club. 
Actually, East rose with the ace and 
led a second diamond (when a non-
diamond would have fared better). 

Ruffing the second diamond and 
reading East for the bare ace of 
spades (so leaving spades well 
alone), declarer cashed the ace-jack 
of hearts and played a club to the 
(king and) ace. He cashed the king-
queen of hearts (East discarding) 
and ruffed a third diamond. 

Across is the four-card ending 
with declarer needing two more 
tricks. He exited with a second 
club and the defence had no 
rejoinder. West chose to discard 
his last heart, East winning the 
club to lead a fourth diamond. 
However, declarer could discard 
his last club, letting West ruff but 
then have to lead a spade from 
♠Q10 round to declarer’s ♠KJ. 
Ten tricks and game made.  

Eight other North-Souths 
attempted 4♠ . Only one other 
pair, Nathan Piper and Martin 
Lerner, was successful. andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 4♠ , Opening Lead: ♦3

Dealer: South, Vulnerability: Both

N 
W     E 

S

        1♠ (1)  Pass          3♣(2)       3♦ 
        4♠ (3)   End  
(1) It’s a rule of 20 opener and 1♠  (as 
opposed to 1♣) has the tactical advantage 
of imparting the most important feature of 
his hand, the fifth spade, while pre-empting 
out the red suits. 
(2) In a Five-card Major structure (such as 
N-S were playing), it is sensible to play a 
rarely-used bid (in a natural sense), 3♣ fit-
ting that bill perfectly, to show a three-card 
major-raise (limit or better values). 
(3) May make, steal or push East-West to 
make a phantom sacrifice. The point is: it 
doesn’t pay to get subtle with a hand such 
as South’s. 

    S(Plackett)    W        N(Jones)         E

♠A  

♥105  

♦KQ10754  

♣QJ65
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(like Teams)
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N 
W     E 

S

♠ -  

♥- 
♦Q  

♣QJ6

♠86  

♥-  

♦9  

♣2

♠KJ  

♥-  

♦-  

♣109

♠Q105  

♥9  

♦-  

♣-
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MindGames

Times Crossword 29,050 across down Yesterday’s solution 29,049

Check today’s answers by ringing 0905 757 
0141 by midnight. Calls cost £1 per minute 
plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke 0333 202 3390.

1 2 3 4 5 876

9

10 11

12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26

27 28

C U R A C Y P A T E N T E E
R I O V I A I N
A D V E N T I S T S A B O T
N A T C C E E I
E N L A R G E H O L S T E R
F R A C B A E
L O Y A L H O O D W I N K
Y T A N H B
S C R O U N G E I R E N E

U L C S T R S
P L U M A G E T I E P O L O
K T P L E B T U
E S T O P L E A V E N I N G
E E L O K A C H
P A R T E R R E I M P A C T

 1 Perhaps watch video that may rain 
on your parade (6,4)

 6 Tunisia’s capital missing from book 
of maps, regrettably (4)

 10 Regularly leave key equestrian 
competitor (7)

 11 Break shoe, run and throw? (7)
 12 Evaluates software associated with 

lifts (9)
 13 Empire in complete mess at the 

outset (5)
 14 Detest drab horticulture displays 

(5)
 15 Games a police chief overheard in 

thick fog (3-6)
 17 Tell me, using your brain, best sock 

(3,4,2)
 20 Be overwhelmed with new 

information from the east (5)
 21 US college briefly thanks 

conference venue (5)
 23 Champion rugby player playing in 

French team initially (9)
 25 Doctor urged on to get experience 

(7)
 26 Rely excessively on old and 

extremely vulnerable scheme (7)
 27 Level of drop in sound (4)
 28 Persistent about fast time? Not so 

much (10)

 1 Articles about Bart’s last letter to 
Homer (5)

 2 Personal insult loved by a miserly 
director? (5,4)

 3 Spare gold coin one splits with 
European is remarkable (14)

 4 Arrives and spoils Pixar movie (5,2)
 5 Old kingdom’s power over large 

country (7)
 7 Grub is something very hot, 

reportedly (5)
 8 What “decreases” rations — me 

unfortunately (5,4)
 9 Fresh food and shower before nap? 

Tuck in here! (8,6)
 14 Columnist from Guyana not wrong 

(5,4)
 16 Wage produced from plain writing? 

Sweet! (9)
 18 Cool to live without working body 

part (7)
 19 Couple raised farm animal during 

work (7)
 22 Enter gate-keeper’s residence (5) 
 24 Be anxious when losing opener for 

lock (5)
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IA Divide the grid 

into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
four or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 18 words, average; 
24, good; 27, very good; 30, excellent

1 Apple 2 Malta 3 Breakfast
4 First World War, he was 
originally credited with 73 
victories 5 Die 6 Smoked 
salmon 7 James I
8 Middlemarch 9 Paul 
Hogan, she was his co-star 
in the Crocodile Dundee 
films 10 Billy Connolly
11 Beryllium 12 arXiv
13 Aubrey de Grey 14 Rugby 
union 15 Typhoon FGR4

Whiffler (b) An official who 
clears the way for a 
procession (Chambers)
Brumal (b) Wintry (OED)
Dysphoria (c) A feeling of 
being ill at ease (Collins)

9 8 2 5 6 2 7
9 4 8 7 3 2 1 8 9
8 1 5 8 9 1

9 7 1 3 8 4 1
2 7 1 1 2 9 4

3 8 9 6 9 7 6
1 6 9 7 3 8 9
1 7 8 4 6 9

4 9 3 5 2 9 8 1 4
1 5 2 3 1 8 4

Kakuro 3846

Futoshiki 4887

D F W

O P E N O

U A N

B A R B E D

T A E

N O R

Lexica 7720

R

S E A C H

T U M A

Y A T

K I C K

T H E H

Lexica 7719Cell Blocks 5230 Set Square 3849

Suko 4249

Train Tracks 2374

Word watch

1 Rd7! maximises White’s 
attacking potential. After
1 ... Kxd7 2 Qxb7+ Kd8 3 
Qxc6 there is no defence, eg 
3 ... Qe2 4 Qc7+ Ke8 5 Qc8+ 
Bd8 6 Nd6+ Ke7 7 Qb7+ 
forcing mate

Chess — Winning Move

1 Sett
2 Train
3 Refer
4 Interview
5 Put at ease

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 94
Medium 1,251
Harder 361

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
floe, floor, flor, flow, flower, fool, fore, fowl, 
fowler, froe, lore, love, lover, lower, orfe, 
orle, over, overflow, reflow, role, roof, 
rove, rowel, vole, vowel, wolf, wooer, 
woof, woofer, wool

 times2 Crossword No 9664  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 32 HALVE
IT

÷ 4 DOUBLE 
IT

DOUBLE 
IT

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 125 HALVE
IT

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 14 SQUARE
IT

DOUBLE
IT

x 9

x 2

x 3 HALVE
IT

÷ 4

+ 40 – 2

+ 12

SQUARE
IT

+ 236106/
OF IT
–

x 5 43/
OF IT
+

53/
OF IT
– + 160 107/

OF IT
+ ÷ 5

73/
OF IT
+ ÷ 4 – 223

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23

24 25

Across
 1 Agricultural implement (6)
 4 Skin condition (6)
 9 Detailed, thorough (2-5)
 10 Pertaining to birth (5)
 11 Scotland-England border 

river (5)
 13 Treatment for mind  

or body (7)
 14 Flying mammal (3)

L A P D O G C A R T
N E L U H E

I D O L A P P R O A C H
S H D O P U

V O L I T I O N P O R E
O A E E

I N S U L T S T R I D E
N O S I

N A V E R A T I F I E D
M Q I R L D

O B D U R A T E A G O G
L A L E I W

N E I L T H R O N E

Solution to Crossword 9663

 15 Short petticoats;  
skids or slides (5)

 16 Block of writing paper (3)
 17 Fruit tree plantation (7)
 19 Broken arm support (5)
 21 Continental quilt (5)
 22 Archaic greeting (3,4)
 24 Weymouth’s county (6)
 25 Fast, rapid (6)

Down
 1 Indicate with the finger (5)
 2 Leftover item (7)
 3 Empty space (3)
 5 Broad agreement (9)
 6 Additional (5)
 7 Assuaged (fears, eg) (7)
 8 Classic British film (3,5,3)
 12 Take apart (9)
 14 Sulkily dwelt (on) (7)
 16 Ape or monkey, eg (7)
 18 Insurance protection (5)
 20 Rainwater channel (5)
 23 Wash gently against (3)

 Cell Blocks No 5231
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3850

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Gentle No 9734

 Killer Tough No 9735

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

My Welsh international friend and 
team-mate Richard Plackett 
showed his class as South on 
today’s tricky 4♠ . This was in 
partnership with fellow Welsh 
international Dafydd Jones, en 
route to victory on one of those 
prestigious Friday night cross-imp 
sessions at the Young Chelsea 
Bridge Club in West London.  

Winning West’s diamond lead 
with dummy’s ace and shedding a 
club from hand, at trick two declarer 
led a spade (theoretically, only a 
counter-intuitive diamond ruff sets 
him on a path to victory). He was 
planning to rise with the king then 
follow with ace and another club. 
Actually, East rose with the ace and 
led a second diamond (when a non-
diamond would have fared better). 

Ruffing the second diamond and 
reading East for the bare ace of 
spades (so leaving spades well 
alone), declarer cashed the ace-jack 
of hearts and played a club to the 
(king and) ace. He cashed the king-
queen of hearts (East discarding) 
and ruffed a third diamond. 

Across is the four-card ending 
with declarer needing two more 
tricks. He exited with a second 
club and the defence had no 
rejoinder. West chose to discard 
his last heart, East winning the 
club to lead a fourth diamond. 
However, declarer could discard 
his last club, letting West ruff but 
then have to lead a spade from 
♠Q10 round to declarer’s ♠KJ. 
Ten tricks and game made.  

Eight other North-Souths 
attempted 4♠ . Only one other 
pair, Nathan Piper and Martin 
Lerner, was successful. andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 4♠ , Opening Lead: ♦3

Dealer: South, Vulnerability: Both

N 
W     E 

S

        1♠ (1)  Pass          3♣(2)       3♦ 
        4♠ (3)   End  
(1) It’s a rule of 20 opener and 1♠  (as 
opposed to 1♣) has the tactical advantage 
of imparting the most important feature of 
his hand, the fifth spade, while pre-empting 
out the red suits. 
(2) In a Five-card Major structure (such as 
N-S were playing), it is sensible to play a 
rarely-used bid (in a natural sense), 3♣ fit-
ting that bill perfectly, to show a three-card 
major-raise (limit or better values). 
(3) May make, steal or push East-West to 
make a phantom sacrifice. The point is: it 
doesn’t pay to get subtle with a hand such 
as South’s. 

    S(Plackett)    W        N(Jones)         E

♠A  

♥105  

♦KQ10754  

♣QJ65

Cross-imps 
(like Teams)

♠863  

♥KQ72  

♦A962  

♣A2

♠KJ972  

♥AJ  

♦-  

♣1098743

♠Q1054  

♥98643  

♦J83  

♣K

Advanced

N 
W     E 

S

♠ -  

♥- 
♦Q  

♣QJ6

♠86  

♥-  

♦9  

♣2

♠KJ  

♥-  

♦-  

♣109

♠Q105  

♥9  

♦-  

♣-
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4 Passport
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Fill the grid so that
every column, every
row and every 3x3
box contains the
digits 1 to 9. 5 4 8 6

8 4 6 1
4 7

1 2 3 6 5
9 2

1 4 5 7
2 6 3 8

3
5 4 3

1 8 9
1 2 8 5
9 5 6 2

6 7
2 3 7 5

8 2
3 6 9

PU
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M
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IA

Sudoku Mild No 9138 Fiendish No 9139 Super fiendish No 9140

MindGames
29.06.17

Word watch
by Josephine
Balmer
Fichu
a A shawl
b Llama wool
c A photographic
record

Vaquero
a Dull
b A cowboy
c A meandering
question

Lehenga
a A stone circle
b A dance
c A skirt
Answers on page 15

1 2 7
3 8 4

6 9 8
5 6 4

2 4 7 5
9 7 2

4 1 6
5 4 1

3 6 9
Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 322 5005
before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s puzzles. Calls cost 75p
plus your telephone company’s network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The Times Daily Quiz by Olav Bjortomt

x xxxxx

Answers on page 15

The Times Sudoku Championship 2017
This week we launch The Times Sudoku
Championship 2017. This is your chance to
compete against thousands of other Sudoku
enthusiasts to win £1,000 and be declared The
Times Sudoku champion for 2017. Runners-up
will receive £200 for second place and £100 for
third place. A qualifying puzzle will be
published every day this week (Monday to
Friday) and the 20 fastest solvers for each
puzzle will be invited to compete at The Times
Sudoku Championship on Saturday, September
23 in London. On finals day, all entrants will
compete in two preliminary sessions for one of
12 places in the afternoon final.
Contestants should complete the

qualification puzzle against the clock. Send in
the completed puzzle with your contact details:
name, address, telephone number and email
address. Be sure to note the time taken on the
entry form, otherwise it will not be valid.
Entry is free but contestants who qualify and

accept their place in the final will be required
to pay a £25 entry fee.
All entries must be postmarked by Friday,

July 7. Contestants can enter each day, ie, up
to five times. All entrants will be notified of the
status of their entry by Friday, July 28.
Solutions will be published on Monday, July 10.

The Times Quick Cryptic No 863 by Flamande
Across
1 Potato chips ultimately

followed by dessert (4)
4 Slash cost of delicate material?

(8)
8 Form of classical language got

Linda confused (3,5)
9 A teachers’ union recalled one

in school? (4)
10 Legendary creature still seen

to west of island (4)
11 Colonists, people who pay

their debts? (8)
12 Type of play broadcast at once

(3-3)
14 American composer

responsible for Hair? (6)
16 Secret fascination of Miss

Wood, we hear (8)
18 Portion of corn served with

soft fruit (4)
19 Vehicle returned at eleven (4)
20 A box containing copper?

Absolutely right (8)
22 Money to be made in half-

term holiday (8)
23 Unwell, and so weak in the

end (4)

Down
2 Important part of diet for

adolescent, it’s said (7)
3 Group of model Hindus found

here? (5)
4 Allow any number to ignore

period of fasting (3)
5 Policeman’s list of wrongdoers?

(9)
6 Dog hunting vermin traps

large snake (7)
7 Cosmetic contained in

compact, one realises (5)
11 Class having old-fashioned aid

for technical drawing (3,6)
13 One enthralled by a celebrated

English dancer (7)
15 Resilient characters from

Castile (7)
17 Long period of time before

noon (5)
18 Dad taking teacher around

European capital (5)
21 Initially censor’s unlikely to

make excisions (3)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

Qualifying puzzle No 4

Title/Name

Address

Time Taken

Telephone Number

Email

Times Newspapers Limited, publishers of The Times and The Sunday Times,
will keep you informed about special offers, promotions and information that
may be of interest to you. Please tick here if you do not want to receive these .

Your information will be used in accordance with our Privacy Policy which can
be found at www.newsprivacy.co.uk.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Entries for all preliminary puzzles must be
postmarked by Friday, July 7, 2017. Over 18 residents of the UK and ROI only.
One entry per person. The finalists will be the 20 fastest correct entries received
for each puzzle by the Promoter, excluding finalists selected from a previous
puzzle. In addition, the eight finalists from the 2016 finals will be given free
qualifying places for the 2017 championship. Promoter is Times Newspapers
Ltd.Not open to staff of thePromoter andpromotional partner or their families.
Entrants may enter each qualification puzzle, but only one entry per puzzle.
Entrants must state the time it took to solve the puzzle. Only published
qualification puzzles will be accepted as entries. Finals entrants will be notified
before July 28, 2017 andmust confirm their place accordingly. All finalists must
comply with the terms and conditions of the day. The winner will be the fastest
contestant to solve all four puzzles correctly in the grand final. Therewill be two
runners-up. The winner receives a trophy and a cheque for £1,000 and the
runners-up receive £200 for second place and £100 for third place. Amaximum
of 3000 entries will be accepted across all five qualifying puzzles. Finalists will
be responsible for their travel, accommodation and other expenses. Full T&Cs
are available at http://bit.ly/2rCSRbu

Send your entries to:

The Times Sudoku Championship
PO Box 7778
Colchester CO2 8WH

Yesterday’s solution is on page 15
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Your weekday brain boost
More 

puzzles
Pages 14-16

TRAIN TRACKS

CODEWORD

FUTOSHIKI

SUDOKU

Yesterday’s solutions
SAMURAI

KILLER

SUKO

Solutions in 
Monday’s Times2

Mini 
Sudoku
Fill in the grid so that 
every column, every 
row and every 3x2 
box contains the 
digits 1 to 6

Codeword
Every letter in the 
crossword-style grid, 
right, is represented by 
a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the 
alphabet appears in 
the grid at least once. 
Use the letters already 
provided to work out 
the identity of further 
letters. Enter letters in 
the main grid and the 
smaller reference grid 
until all 26 letters of 
the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper 
nouns are excluded.

Suko

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in 
the spaces so that the 
number in each circle is 
equal to the sum of the four 
surrounding spaces, and 
each colour total is correct

2
2 3

4 2
3 5
4
1 4

Fill each grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 
Where the puzzles overlap, the rows and columns do not go beyond their usual length.

Every day, Monday to Thursday, a page of extra 
puzzles to give your brain an extended workout
Samurai medium

Sudoku difficult

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of 
cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target 
number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells 
joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Killer deadly

Train Tracks
Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 
from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight sections and curved sections. The 
track cannot cross itself.

Futoshiki
Fill the blank squares so that every row and 
column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 
once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (>) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it.

Solve Times puzzles interactively with 
same-day solutions at thetimes.com

MINI 
SUDOKU

1
6 3 5

2 4
1
5
1 6 3

2 5 3 4 6
4 1 2

3 6 5 1
2 4 6 5 3
3 2 1 6 4

4 5 2
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row and every 3x2 
box contains the 
digits 1 to 6

Codeword
Every letter in the 
crossword-style grid, 
right, is represented by 
a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the 
alphabet appears in 
the grid at least once. 
Use the letters already 
provided to work out 
the identity of further 
letters. Enter letters in 
the main grid and the 
smaller reference grid 
until all 26 letters of 
the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper 
nouns are excluded.

Suko

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in 
the spaces so that the 
number in each circle is 
equal to the sum of the four 
surrounding spaces, and 
each colour total is correct

2
2 3

4 2
3 5
4
1 4

Fill each grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 
Where the puzzles overlap, the rows and columns do not go beyond their usual length.

Every day, Monday to Thursday, a page of extra 
puzzles to give your brain an extended workout
Samurai medium

Sudoku difficult

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of 
cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target 
number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells 
joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Killer deadly

Train Tracks
Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 
from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight sections and curved sections. The 
track cannot cross itself.

Futoshiki
Fill the blank squares so that every row and 
column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 
once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (>) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it.

Solve Times puzzles interactively with 
same-day solutions at thetimes.com
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1
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5
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4 1 2

3 6 5 1
2 4 6 5 3
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until all 26 letters of 
the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper 
nouns are excluded.
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Place the numbers 1 to 9 in 
the spaces so that the 
number in each circle is 
equal to the sum of the four 
surrounding spaces, and 
each colour total is correct

2
2 3

4 2
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4
1 4

Fill each grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 
Where the puzzles overlap, the rows and columns do not go beyond their usual length.

Every day, Monday to Thursday, a page of extra 
puzzles to give your brain an extended workout
Samurai medium

Sudoku difficult

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of 
cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target 
number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells 
joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Killer deadly

Train Tracks
Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 
from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight sections and curved sections. The 
track cannot cross itself.

Futoshiki
Fill the blank squares so that every row and 
column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 
once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (>) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it.

Solve Times puzzles interactively with 
same-day solutions at thetimes.com
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Lockdown puzzlesBrain boost puzzles



Fill the grid so that
every column, every
row and every 3x3
box contains the
digits 1 to 9. 5 4 8 6

8 4 6 1
4 7

1 2 3 6 5
9 2

1 4 5 7
2 6 3 8

3
5 4 3

1 8 9
1 2 8 5
9 5 6 2

6 7
2 3 7 5

8 2
3 6 9
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Sudoku Mild No 9138 Fiendish No 9139 Super fiendish No 9140

MindGames
29.06.17

Word watch
by Josephine
Balmer
Fichu
a A shawl
b Llama wool
c A photographic
record

Vaquero
a Dull
b A cowboy
c A meandering
question

Lehenga
a A stone circle
b A dance
c A skirt
Answers on page 15

1 2 7
3 8 4

6 9 8
5 6 4

2 4 7 5
9 7 2

4 1 6
5 4 1

3 6 9
Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 322 5005
before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s puzzles. Calls cost 75p
plus your telephone company’s network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The Times Daily Quiz by Olav Bjortomt

x xxxxx

Answers on page 15

The Times Sudoku Championship 2017
This week we launch The Times Sudoku
Championship 2017. This is your chance to
compete against thousands of other Sudoku
enthusiasts to win £1,000 and be declared The
Times Sudoku champion for 2017. Runners-up
will receive £200 for second place and £100 for
third place. A qualifying puzzle will be
published every day this week (Monday to
Friday) and the 20 fastest solvers for each
puzzle will be invited to compete at The Times
Sudoku Championship on Saturday, September
23 in London. On finals day, all entrants will
compete in two preliminary sessions for one of
12 places in the afternoon final.
Contestants should complete the

qualification puzzle against the clock. Send in
the completed puzzle with your contact details:
name, address, telephone number and email
address. Be sure to note the time taken on the
entry form, otherwise it will not be valid.
Entry is free but contestants who qualify and

accept their place in the final will be required
to pay a £25 entry fee.
All entries must be postmarked by Friday,

July 7. Contestants can enter each day, ie, up
to five times. All entrants will be notified of the
status of their entry by Friday, July 28.
Solutions will be published on Monday, July 10.

The Times Quick Cryptic No 863 by Flamande
Across
1 Potato chips ultimately

followed by dessert (4)
4 Slash cost of delicate material?

(8)
8 Form of classical language got

Linda confused (3,5)
9 A teachers’ union recalled one

in school? (4)
10 Legendary creature still seen

to west of island (4)
11 Colonists, people who pay

their debts? (8)
12 Type of play broadcast at once

(3-3)
14 American composer

responsible for Hair? (6)
16 Secret fascination of Miss

Wood, we hear (8)
18 Portion of corn served with

soft fruit (4)
19 Vehicle returned at eleven (4)
20 A box containing copper?

Absolutely right (8)
22 Money to be made in half-

term holiday (8)
23 Unwell, and so weak in the

end (4)

Down
2 Important part of diet for

adolescent, it’s said (7)
3 Group of model Hindus found

here? (5)
4 Allow any number to ignore

period of fasting (3)
5 Policeman’s list of wrongdoers?

(9)
6 Dog hunting vermin traps

large snake (7)
7 Cosmetic contained in

compact, one realises (5)
11 Class having old-fashioned aid

for technical drawing (3,6)
13 One enthralled by a celebrated

English dancer (7)
15 Resilient characters from

Castile (7)
17 Long period of time before

noon (5)
18 Dad taking teacher around

European capital (5)
21 Initially censor’s unlikely to

make excisions (3)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

Qualifying puzzle No 4

Title/Name

Address

Time Taken

Telephone Number

Email

Times Newspapers Limited, publishers of The Times and The Sunday Times,
will keep you informed about special offers, promotions and information that
may be of interest to you. Please tick here if you do not want to receive these .

Your information will be used in accordance with our Privacy Policy which can
be found at www.newsprivacy.co.uk.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Entries for all preliminary puzzles must be
postmarked by Friday, July 7, 2017. Over 18 residents of the UK and ROI only.
One entry per person. The finalists will be the 20 fastest correct entries received
for each puzzle by the Promoter, excluding finalists selected from a previous
puzzle. In addition, the eight finalists from the 2016 finals will be given free
qualifying places for the 2017 championship. Promoter is Times Newspapers
Ltd.Not open to staff of thePromoter andpromotional partner or their families.
Entrants may enter each qualification puzzle, but only one entry per puzzle.
Entrants must state the time it took to solve the puzzle. Only published
qualification puzzles will be accepted as entries. Finals entrants will be notified
before July 28, 2017 andmust confirm their place accordingly. All finalists must
comply with the terms and conditions of the day. The winner will be the fastest
contestant to solve all four puzzles correctly in the grand final. Therewill be two
runners-up. The winner receives a trophy and a cheque for £1,000 and the
runners-up receive £200 for second place and £100 for third place. Amaximum
of 3000 entries will be accepted across all five qualifying puzzles. Finalists will
be responsible for their travel, accommodation and other expenses. Full T&Cs
are available at http://bit.ly/2rCSRbu

Send your entries to:

The Times Sudoku Championship
PO Box 7778
Colchester CO2 8WH

Yesterday’s solution is on page 15
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every column, every 
row and every 3x2 
box contains the 
digits 1 to 6

Codeword
Every letter in the 
crossword-style grid, 
right, is represented by 
a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the 
alphabet appears in 
the grid at least once. 
Use the letters already 
provided to work out 
the identity of further 
letters. Enter letters in 
the main grid and the 
smaller reference grid 
until all 26 letters of 
the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper 
nouns are excluded.

Suko

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in 
the spaces so that the 
number in each circle is 
equal to the sum of the four 
surrounding spaces, and 
each colour total is correct

2
2 3

4 2
3 5
4
1 4

Fill each grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 
Where the puzzles overlap, the rows and columns do not go beyond their usual length.

Every day, Monday to Thursday, a page of extra 
puzzles to give your brain an extended workout
Samurai medium

Sudoku difficult

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of 
cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target 
number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells 
joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Killer deadly

Train Tracks
Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 
from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight sections and curved sections. The 
track cannot cross itself.

Futoshiki
Fill the blank squares so that every row and 
column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 
once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (>) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it.

Solve Times puzzles interactively with 
same-day solutions at thetimes.com
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Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 
from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight sections and curved sections. The 
track cannot cross itself.
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Fill each grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 
Where the puzzles overlap, the rows and columns do not go beyond their usual length.

Every day, Monday to Thursday, a page of extra 
puzzles to give your brain an extended workout
Samurai medium

Sudoku difficult

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of 
cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target 
number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells 
joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Killer deadly

Train Tracks
Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 
from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight sections and curved sections. The 
track cannot cross itself.

Futoshiki
Fill the blank squares so that every row and 
column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 
once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (>) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it.

Solve Times puzzles interactively with 
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Brain boost puzzles



Fill the grid so that
every column, every
row and every 3x3
box contains the
digits 1 to 9. 5 4 8 6

8 4 6 1
4 7

1 2 3 6 5
9 2

1 4 5 7
2 6 3 8

3
5 4 3

1 8 9
1 2 8 5
9 5 6 2

6 7
2 3 7 5

8 2
3 6 9
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Sudoku Mild No 9138 Fiendish No 9139 Super fiendish No 9140

MindGames
29.06.17

Word watch
by Josephine
Balmer
Fichu
a A shawl
b Llama wool
c A photographic
record

Vaquero
a Dull
b A cowboy
c A meandering
question

Lehenga
a A stone circle
b A dance
c A skirt
Answers on page 15

1 2 7
3 8 4

6 9 8
5 6 4

2 4 7 5
9 7 2

4 1 6
5 4 1

3 6 9
Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 322 5005
before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s puzzles. Calls cost 75p
plus your telephone company’s network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The Times Daily Quiz by Olav Bjortomt

x xxxxx

Answers on page 15

The Times Sudoku Championship 2017
This week we launch The Times Sudoku
Championship 2017. This is your chance to
compete against thousands of other Sudoku
enthusiasts to win £1,000 and be declared The
Times Sudoku champion for 2017. Runners-up
will receive £200 for second place and £100 for
third place. A qualifying puzzle will be
published every day this week (Monday to
Friday) and the 20 fastest solvers for each
puzzle will be invited to compete at The Times
Sudoku Championship on Saturday, September
23 in London. On finals day, all entrants will
compete in two preliminary sessions for one of
12 places in the afternoon final.
Contestants should complete the

qualification puzzle against the clock. Send in
the completed puzzle with your contact details:
name, address, telephone number and email
address. Be sure to note the time taken on the
entry form, otherwise it will not be valid.
Entry is free but contestants who qualify and

accept their place in the final will be required
to pay a £25 entry fee.
All entries must be postmarked by Friday,

July 7. Contestants can enter each day, ie, up
to five times. All entrants will be notified of the
status of their entry by Friday, July 28.
Solutions will be published on Monday, July 10.

The Times Quick Cryptic No 863 by Flamande
Across
1 Potato chips ultimately

followed by dessert (4)
4 Slash cost of delicate material?

(8)
8 Form of classical language got

Linda confused (3,5)
9 A teachers’ union recalled one

in school? (4)
10 Legendary creature still seen

to west of island (4)
11 Colonists, people who pay

their debts? (8)
12 Type of play broadcast at once

(3-3)
14 American composer

responsible for Hair? (6)
16 Secret fascination of Miss

Wood, we hear (8)
18 Portion of corn served with

soft fruit (4)
19 Vehicle returned at eleven (4)
20 A box containing copper?

Absolutely right (8)
22 Money to be made in half-

term holiday (8)
23 Unwell, and so weak in the

end (4)

Down
2 Important part of diet for

adolescent, it’s said (7)
3 Group of model Hindus found

here? (5)
4 Allow any number to ignore

period of fasting (3)
5 Policeman’s list of wrongdoers?

(9)
6 Dog hunting vermin traps

large snake (7)
7 Cosmetic contained in

compact, one realises (5)
11 Class having old-fashioned aid

for technical drawing (3,6)
13 One enthralled by a celebrated

English dancer (7)
15 Resilient characters from

Castile (7)
17 Long period of time before

noon (5)
18 Dad taking teacher around

European capital (5)
21 Initially censor’s unlikely to

make excisions (3)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

Qualifying puzzle No 4

Title/Name

Address

Time Taken

Telephone Number

Email

Times Newspapers Limited, publishers of The Times and The Sunday Times,
will keep you informed about special offers, promotions and information that
may be of interest to you. Please tick here if you do not want to receive these .

Your information will be used in accordance with our Privacy Policy which can
be found at www.newsprivacy.co.uk.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Entries for all preliminary puzzles must be
postmarked by Friday, July 7, 2017. Over 18 residents of the UK and ROI only.
One entry per person. The finalists will be the 20 fastest correct entries received
for each puzzle by the Promoter, excluding finalists selected from a previous
puzzle. In addition, the eight finalists from the 2016 finals will be given free
qualifying places for the 2017 championship. Promoter is Times Newspapers
Ltd.Not open to staff of thePromoter andpromotional partner or their families.
Entrants may enter each qualification puzzle, but only one entry per puzzle.
Entrants must state the time it took to solve the puzzle. Only published
qualification puzzles will be accepted as entries. Finals entrants will be notified
before July 28, 2017 andmust confirm their place accordingly. All finalists must
comply with the terms and conditions of the day. The winner will be the fastest
contestant to solve all four puzzles correctly in the grand final. Therewill be two
runners-up. The winner receives a trophy and a cheque for £1,000 and the
runners-up receive £200 for second place and £100 for third place. Amaximum
of 3000 entries will be accepted across all five qualifying puzzles. Finalists will
be responsible for their travel, accommodation and other expenses. Full T&Cs
are available at http://bit.ly/2rCSRbu

Send your entries to:

The Times Sudoku Championship
PO Box 7778
Colchester CO2 8WH

Yesterday’s solution is on page 15
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box contains the 
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Every letter in the 
crossword-style grid, 
right, is represented by 
a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the 
alphabet appears in 
the grid at least once. 
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provided to work out 
the identity of further 
letters. Enter letters in 
the main grid and the 
smaller reference grid 
until all 26 letters of 
the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper 
nouns are excluded.
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Place the numbers 1 to 9 in 
the spaces so that the 
number in each circle is 
equal to the sum of the four 
surrounding spaces, and 
each colour total is correct

2
2 3

4 2
3 5
4
1 4

Fill each grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 
Where the puzzles overlap, the rows and columns do not go beyond their usual length.

Every day, Monday to Thursday, a page of extra 
puzzles to give your brain an extended workout
Samurai medium

Sudoku difficult

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of 
cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target 
number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells 
joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Killer deadly

Train Tracks
Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 
from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight sections and curved sections. The 
track cannot cross itself.

Futoshiki
Fill the blank squares so that every row and 
column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 
once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (>) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it.

Solve Times puzzles interactively with 
same-day solutions at thetimes.com
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Sudoku
Fill in the grid so that 
every column, every 
row and every 3x2 
box contains the 
digits 1 to 6

Codeword
Every letter in the 
crossword-style grid, 
right, is represented by 
a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the 
alphabet appears in 
the grid at least once. 
Use the letters already 
provided to work out 
the identity of further 
letters. Enter letters in 
the main grid and the 
smaller reference grid 
until all 26 letters of 
the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper 
nouns are excluded.

Suko

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in 
the spaces so that the 
number in each circle is 
equal to the sum of the four 
surrounding spaces, and 
each colour total is correct

2
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Fill each grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 
Where the puzzles overlap, the rows and columns do not go beyond their usual length.

Every day, Monday to Thursday, a page of extra 
puzzles to give your brain an extended workout
Samurai medium

Sudoku difficult

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of 
cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target 
number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells 
joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Killer deadly

Train Tracks
Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 
from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight sections and curved sections. The 
track cannot cross itself.

Futoshiki
Fill the blank squares so that every row and 
column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 
once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (>) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it.

Solve Times puzzles interactively with 
same-day solutions at thetimes.com
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