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Preface

This volume contains 30 papers selected from 106 submissions to the Conference on Advances
in Financial Technologies (AFT ’24) held at the Oesterreichische Nationalbank (OeNB) in
Vienna, Austria, on 23–25 September 2024. This is the 6th year of the conference and the
second year that it is independently organised and published in LIPIcs. The host institutions
in Austria were the Complexity Science Hub in Vienna and the University of Innsbruck.

For the first time, this conference was co-located with the Economics of Payments XIII
conference, the primary conference for economists, central bankers, and policy researchers
to present and discuss their studies on topics related to payment, clearing and settlement
systems. The purpose of the co-location was to foster collaboration across disciplinary
boundaries and professional communities. Both conferences had an overlap day open to
participants from both communities, with keynotes by Neha Narula of the Digital Currency
Initiative at MIT and Charles M. Kahn of the University of Illinois and the Bank of Canada,
followed by a panel discussion, and culminating in an evening reception and poster session.

AFT ’24 also had an associated workshop on Scalability & Interoperability of Blockchains
(SIB), co-organized by Zeta Avarikioti and Dionysis Zindros.

The paper selection process followed the conventions in computer science. Each submission
received at least three detailed double-blind reviews by several program committee members
and external reviewers. Each accepted paper was presented via a 15-minute live presentation,
followed by a 5-minute question/answer period with the audience.

We would like to thank all Program Committee members and external reviewers for
their service in selecting the AFT program, and all authors for submitting their work for
consideration. We are also grateful to the AFT steering committee for their support and
guidance throughout the process.

We would like to acknowledge the industry sponsors whose financial support is essential
to running of AFT:

Gold level
a16z crypto
EigenLabs
Kaspa

Silver level
Ava Labs
Gnosis Pay
IC3
StarkWare

We are deeply grateful to Bernhard Haslhofer, who served as General Chair. Without his
initiative and sustained commitment, we would not have brought AFT ’24 to Vienna, let
alone held it at a central bank and in conjunction with an economics conference. We would
further like to thank all the staff at the Complexity Science Hub in Vienna who made this
event possible, especially Hannah Scholl, Anja Böck, Sonja Jöchtl, and Svetlana Abramova.
Finally, we also would like to thank Helmut Stix, Helmut Elsinger, and Martin Summer
at the OeNB for their support in co-hosting this year’s AFT edition with Economics of
Payments XIII.

Innsbruck, Austria Rainer Böhme
Madrid, Spain Lucianna Kiffer
September 2024
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