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Dear Mr. Kight: 
  

This is in response to your letter dated August 17, 2022 and subsequent email dated February 7, 
2023, in which you request the control status under the Controlled Substances Act (CSA) of THC 
acetate ester (THCO).  The only substances of which the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) 
is aware of the THC acetate ester are delta-9-THCO (delta-9-THC acetate ester) and delta-8-THCO 
(delta-8-THC acetate ester).  The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) reviewed the CSA and 
its implementing regulations with regard to the control status of these substances.   
 
 The CSA classifies tetrahydrocannabinols (THC) as controlled in schedule I.  21 U.S.C. § 812, 
Schedule I(c)(17); 21 CFR 1308.11(d)(31).  Subject to limited exceptions, for the purposes of the 
CSA, the term “tetrahydrocannabinols” means those “naturally contained in a plant of the genus 
Cannabis (cannabis plant), as well as synthetic equivalents of the substances contained in the 
cannabis plant and/or synthetic substances, derivatives, and their isomers with similar chemical 
structure and pharmacological activity to those substances contained in the plant.”  21 CFR § 
1308.11(d)(31).   
 
 Delta-9-THCO and delta-8-THCO do not occur naturally in the cannabis plant and can only be 
obtained synthetically, and therefore do not fall under the definition of hemp.  Delta-9-THCO and 
delta-8-THCO are tetrahydrocannabinols having similar chemical structures and pharmacological 
activities to those contained in the cannabis plant.  Thus, delta-9-THCO and delta-8-THCO meet the 
definition of “tetrahydrocannabinols,” and they (and products containing delta-9-THCO and delta-8-
THCO) are controlled in schedule I by 21 U.S.C. § 812(c) Schedule I, and 21 CFR § 1308.11(d).   
The Controlled Substances Code Number (CSCN) assigned to these substances are 7370, which is 
that of tetrahydrocannabinols, and the conversion factors (CF) are 1.00. Because delta-9-THCO and 
delta-8-THCO are controlled substances, they do not meet the definition of controlled substance 
analogues under 21 U.S.C. § 813. 
 

The chemical structures shown below were used to make these determinations.  If you have any 
further questions, please contact the Drug and Chemical Evaluation Section at DPE@dea.gov or 
(571) 362-3249. 
 

8701 Morrissette Drive 
Springfield, Virginia 22152 
 
 
 
February 13, 2023 

Mr. Rod Kight 
Kight Law Office PC 
P.O. Box 526 
Edneyville, North Carolina 28787 
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delta-9-THCO (delta-9-THC acetate ester) 
schedule I 
CSCN 7370 
CF 1.0 
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delta-8-THCO (delta-8-THC acetate ester) 
schedule I 
CSCN 7370 
CF 1.0 

  Sincerely, 

Terrence L. Boos, Ph.D., Chief 
Drug & Chemical Evaluation Section 
Diversion Control Division 

Cc: Charlotte District Office 
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