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CABLE DATED 11 r-1ARCH 1961 .AND MESSAGE DATED 31 MARCH 1961 FROM THE
SECRETARY-GENEHAL ADDRESSED TO ~['IIE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE

CONGO CONCERNDrG THE ABDUCTION OF LIEUTENANT DIMASSI OF TUNISIA

Cable dated 11 March 1961 from the Secr~ta:cy-General to the
President of ~h3 Republic of the Congo

flAY I MAKE A STRONG APPEAL ON E1JI'.fA.i'ITTAHIAN GRC'UNI1S FOR YOUR PERS.P.llt4.L

INTERVENTION Dl THE CASE OF THE OFFICER OF THE TT.iNISTiliV COIl1'INGENT, L~7iT

DIMASSI, AND HIS CHAUFF'EUR, W1fO HERE ABDUCTED BY ELE.~f&·\iTS OF THE AJ.1C AT .4.I¥WT

5 r. M. ON 1 MARCH ON THE ROAD TO LOVANIUM AIm HA"lE NOT BEEN SEEN I)R HEARn OF'

ElNCE :BY P~-YONE IN THE UN OPERATION. DESPITE PERSISTENT INQUIRIES RY THE

UN COMMAND A.i'V]) THE TUNIS.rAl'if C(lfv"TIIVGEI~, .t\J."'ID THE APPEALS }.itlDE FY THE lrITNI3TER

F('R FOREIGN AYFAIBS OF WlITISIA TO MR. BOMBOKO, THE FATE OF THESE TWO MEiiT !'tSMAI1fS

A MY3TERY HITCH IS DEEPLY Mm T.lNI1FRSTAND.A1~LY DISTUR1~ING TO THE TrJNISIlu'11

.4FTHt"'BITIE3 Mm PECPLE, TO THE TUNISIAN C"NTINGENT IN THE CONG(\ AND TO THE

ll~lTTED NATIONS. I HAVE BEEN ASKED BY THE TUNISIAN GC'VERIIJ"'MENT TO MAKE A .?URrffER

URGENT APPEAL IN THIS MATTER A.Nn, SIJ.1CE ALL THE OT!IER EFF0RTS HAVE SC' FAR PR0VEn

FRUITLESS) I MUST N0W ASK URGENTLY FOR YOUR PERSONAL ASSISTA.tITCE AND INTERVENTION

FOR THE RETURl'T rF TIllS I')FF'ICER Mm HIS CHAUFFEUR SP.FE M~ Sr')UNn TO THEIR UNIT.

IF BY SOME TRAGIC CIRCUMSTANCE, THESE PERSC'NS ARE DEAD, I ,nSH TO BE INFORMED

IMM.E7)IATELY OF THEIR PLACE OF BURIAL SO THAT THEIR BODIES MAY BE RECOVERED. I

GREATLY HOPE, HOHEVER, THAT THROUGH YOUR ASSISTANCE THEY MAY BE RELEASED D1 GO"D

HEALTH.
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I bitterly regret that I am forced once again to ask you for information about

the circumstances in which Lieutenant Dimassi, a Tunisia.n national, was e:'cd.ucted.

on 1 March 1961 by elements of the ANC.
You will remember that on 11 March 1961, i.e. almost three ,-reeks ago nOl-', I

begged you most earnestly, in a cable sent to Tananarive, to intervene personally

in this matter. Mr. Abbas also ra.ised the question wIth Hr. Bomboko and

Colonel K~embc. 80 far I have had no reply, .and it is with great distress that I am

compell~d to draw from this. silence the only logical conclusion, a conclusion of

the utmost gravity. I must state tmequivocally that any authorities which may be

involved in the fate that I fear Lieutenant Dimassi llas met ",ill bear a heavy burden

of responsibility.

In the present circtunstances, I feel bound to ask you to send me most urgently

a report on the inquiry, which I am sure, you have ordered into the abduction of

this man. I also wish to receive information concerning any ptmitive action which

you and. those tmder your authority have taken against taose responsible for '''hat,

I fear, has been a shocking crime.

You are a,-rare that I Ol"e it both to the Government of the Tunisian Republic and

to the main organs of the United Nations to raake a complete report on the

circumstances of this deplol'able event. It is accordingly my intention to publish

this communication together with the text of my cable of 11 March, to '~1ich I have

referred. In view of the time that has already elapsed, publication will take

pJ ace tVTenty-four hours after this note has been delivered to you. I greatly hope

. that by then I shall have received the complete report which I am confident

you vTill send me, so that I can have it published at the same time.




