
to BEIT SORIK, from there to the assembly point 
and from there by vehicles. 
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h) The Company will travel Ln vehicles with the Battalion 
to the Battalion's base at BITUNYA by way of EL GIB-- 
BEIT AWAR Cross-roads - BIWJNYA. 

D. ComPanV plus engineer Platoon - Blocking-off reinforcements 
will establish two Road Blocks: 

1) Right Position: at (16371342) on the main road leading 
to ABU GOSH Camp. 

2) Left position: (16631342) On the slope of the TEL situated 
on the Bast side of the MOTSA Village and overlooking the 
JERUSALEM - KOLOYA Road. 

3) The Task: 

=) To prevent the arrival of any reinforcements or 
forwarding succour which the enemy might send by 
their routes. 
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On instructions from my Government, I have the honour to bring to your attention 

the case of the Israeli Jacob Mashiah, who was kidnapped by Syrian soldiers and 

murdered later in Syria. 

On 16 September 1966, Jacob Mashiah was kidnapped from Israel territory by 

two Syrian soldiers who had crossed into Israel in the? area of the Hasbani River. 

On 22 September inquiries were made through the Chairman of the Israel-Syria Mixed 

Armistice Commission whether the above-mentioned, together with two other missing 

Israelis, had been found in Syria. On 10 October, the Chairman of ISMAC informed 

the senior Israeli delegate as follows: 

"Reference your S/6-4668. Senior Syrian delegate reports that as a result 
of his enquiries he now can say that there is no trace of Jacob Mashiah 
and his two companions in Syria." 

As Jacob Mashiah was suffering from a chronic heart aihent, the United Nations 

representatives in Israel were provided with medical certificates concerning his 

condition for transmission to the Syrian authorities, and medication was sent 

through them too, for Jacob Mashiah. However, the Syrian authorities Ferslsted in 

their denial that Mashiah had ever been in their custody. 

Mashiah's family, in their anxiety over his condition and in despair, approached 

international humanitarian organizations such as the International Red CUSS, 

"Amnesty International", and the United Nations Commission for Human Rights, as 
well as other well-known personalities, with appeals for their intervention with the 

Syrian authorities so that medical treatment would be given to him and his release 

secured. All these appeals were in vain. 

Curing the months of December 1966 and January 1967, discussions were held with 

you and your representatives on this subject. 

* Also issued under the symbol A/6775. 
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2) The Task: According to annexed plan of fire (A). 
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Village to BEST SORIK - assembly area - and will mve 
with the Battalion to the embarkation point. 

F. Enqineer platoon: Will detach a reinforced section to the 
Blocking-off forces. 

1) The Task: Will lay anti-vehicle and anti-personel mines 
on the road leading to MCJTZA Village when ordered by the 
0.C. the Blocking-off force. 

2) Reorqanisation: The section will retire with the 

G. Artillery: 

1) m: According to annexed plan of fire (A). 

2) A.A.0.s will be attached to the firm base and to the 
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At the same time, General Bull was in communication with the Syrian 

authorities, who repeatedly denied that they ever had Jacob Mashiah in their 

custody. 

was 

On 11 April lq67, the following letter from the Acting Chief of Staff of UNl!SC 

received at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in Jerusalem: 

"Ps you know Ceneral Odd Bull has brought to the attention of 
General A. Soueidani, the Chief of Staff of the Syrian Arab Armed 
Forces, the case of Jacob Mashiah and has requested him to help trace 
the missing youth. 

"By a letter dated 31 Karch 1967, which has just been received here, 
Seneral Soueidani replied to General Rull as follows: 

'Reference to yoiir letter of 17 January1967, concerning a missing 
Israeli person by the name of Jacob Mashiah. 

'I am very sorry to inform you that we have no knowledge of this 
person, as there is not any Israeli arrested in the Syrian Arab 
Republic.'" 

On 18 May, I took the matter up with the SecretaryGeneral. He showed his 

keen human interest in the case. 

After the end of the hostilities in June l&, Israel army authorities found 

documents at the Syrian army headquarters in Kuneitra which prove that Jacob Mashiah 

had been detained and interrogated there at least on 16 to 18 September 1.966, and 

that the report of his interrogation had been submitted by the "Syrian Fmnt Command" 

to the Ministry of Befence in Bsmascus. Copies of these documents were given to 

General Full, and on 28 June he was again requested to render his good offices in 

renewed efforts to locate Jacob Mashiah and for his release. 

On 19 June lq@', negotiations were commenced with the representatives of the 

International Committee of the Red Cross, Mr. Marti in Israel, and Mr. Morillon in 

Syria, for the exchange with Syria of prisoners of war and other detained persons. 

The name of Jacob Mashiah was mentioned in the negotiations; however, the Syrians 

again denied any knowledge of him. 

On 5 July 1967, the documents found at Kuneitra were presented at the 

negotiations. Only then did the Syrians admit that Jacob Mashiah had died in Syria 

on 8 October 1966, about three weeks after he had been kidnapped. 

/ . . . 



7) Starting line. 

8) The target. 

9) Embarkation area. 

10) Rate of advance 100 yards every three minutes. 

4. Administration: 

A) Transport: Combat echelon vehicles will remain in assembly 
area North of BEIT SoRIK (164137). 

B) Food: Supper will he served in the assembly area, and 
no rations will be carried. 

C) Anmunition: Ammunition and explosives - as will be decided 
for this operation. 

D) Medical: The casualties will be evacuated to tte Battalion 
Advanced Dressing station by stretcher beazrrs 
whic!h are in the village (BRIT SORIR). 

E) Clothinq: Pull battle dress. Light clothing is secomended. 

The body of Jacob Mashiah was returned to Israel on 17 July, during the 

exchange of prisoners of war with Syria, described in my note verbale to you of 

18 July196-i'. 
This is another example of the inhuman treatment by the Syrian authorities of 

Israelis who fall in their bands. 

You are also aware of previous instances in which Israel citizens were kept 

incommunicado for many years in Syrian prisons at Iemascus and Palmyra, suffering 

the most brutal and inhuman physical and mental torture. 

I have the honour to request that this letter be circulated as a General 

Assembly and Security Council document. 
Please accept, etc. 

(Sinned) Gideon RAFAEL 
PeGt Representative of Israel 

to the United Nations 

Information: 

Distrjlxltion List: 

Annexes : 

"A" Annex - PI 
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On instructions from my 
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of General Assembly resoluti 

2254 (ES-V) of 14 July 1967: 

"We the undersigned, re 
organisms in the Syrian 
of old Jerusalem and it 
strongly against Zionis 
invoke world consciousn 
illegal measure and to 
Arabs, its legitimate o 

"Theodosius VI - Patrla 

'Ignatus Yacob III - Pa 
He 

"Sheikh Ahmad Kaftaro - 

"Maximos IV - Greek Cat 
Alexandri 

I request, Sir, that th 

Assembly documents. 

Please accept, etc. 
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