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Other Information:
New site.

Description:

King’'s Sedgemoor is part of the extensive grazing marsh grasslands and ditch systems of
the Somerset Levels and Moors. The site is at the centre of the larger Altcar series peat
basin of King's Sedgemoor; lying between the Sowey River to the west, Cradle Bridge to
the east and extending to the south over Beer Wall into part of Aller Moor.

A wide variety of neutral grasslands has developed, due mainly to variation in management
practice. These include Fescue/Rye-grass swards dominated by MeadowHestocee
pratensisand Perennial Rye-grakslium perenngwith Crested Dog’s-taiCynosurus

cristatus Creeping BenAgrostis stoloniferaCommon Ben#grostis capillarisand Tufted
Hair-grasdDeschampsia cespitosdten present in the sward.

Wetter fields contain Soft Rushuncus effusuand Sweet-grass&lyceriaspp. together

with Tall Fescud-estuca arundinacedMeadowsweekilipendula ulmariaand Marsh
RagwortSenecio aquaticusuch swards often contain a variety of sedges including Hairy
SedgeCarex hirta Greater Pond-sedd@e riparia, Brown Sedge€. distichaand Carnation
SedgeC. paniceaogether with Ragged-Robirychnis flos-cuculiCommon Spike-rush
Eleocharis palustrisJointed Rusluncus articulatugnd Pepper Saxifraglaum silaus

A few exceptionally herb-rich swards have survived on the southern and western fringes of
the site. These are often ‘sedgey’ fields, some containing the Carnation Sedge/Meadow
Thistle Cirsium dissecturmire-type community.

The King’'s Sedgemoor Drain is the main drainage channel for a wide area and has a
eutrophic deep-water flora typified by Yellow Water-INyiphar lutealDB rhynes are

generally maintained on an annual cycle, giving a flora dominated by Rigid Hornwort
Ceratophyllum demersuyrwhereas many of the field ditches are less frequently cleaned and
are dominated by dense stands of Reed Sweet@hasaria maximand Sea Club-rush
Scirpus maritimusMore regularly maintained field ditches may support a diverse flora
including FrogbitHydrocharis morsus-ranaé.east DuckweetVolffia arrhiza Greater
Duckweed_emna polyrrhizaGreater Bladderwoltdltricularia vulgaris, Stoneworthara

spp. and occasionally Flowering RuBatomus umbellatus

Ditch banks are often herb-rich with Marsh Arrowgrasglochin palustris Brookweed
Samolus valerandMeadow Rud halictrum flavumand Marsh Stitchwoi$tellaria
palustris



The small field ditches and banksides have a rich invertebrate community including the rare
soldier fliesOdontomyia ornatandStratiomys furcatathe hover flyLejops vittataand the

water beetlédydrophilus piceusA further 5 notable species of water beetle have been
recorded.

A high water table with shallow standing water on some fields and abundant soil
invertebrates makes the area attractive to wintering birds. Large flocks of Lafameltus
vanellustogether with Golden Plov&iuvialis apricariaand DunlinCalidris alpinafeed
throughout the site, with smaller numbers of Si@adlinago gallinagg RedshanKringa
totanus Green Sandpipdfringa ochropusand Jack Snipeymnocryptes minimusften
present. In late winter the moor is visited by waterfowl, with large flocks of Areas
creccaand MallardAnas platyrhynchodHerds of Mute Swa@ygnus olorffeed during the
winter together with smaller numbers of Bewick’s SW@mnus bewickiiKing’s
Sedgemoor is consistently the most important feeding area in the Somerset Moors for
WhimbrelNumenius phaeopws passage in spring, and occasionally, autumn.

The site is of outstanding importance for breeding waders, holding the highest
concentration of nesting Redshank on the Somerset Moors. Substantial numbers of Curlew
Numenius arquateSnipe and Lapwing also breed on the fields which remain moist into

early summer. The area also contains breeding Mute Swan and Mallard with good breeding
populations of Yellow WagtaMotacilla flavaand WhinchaBaxicola rubetralongside the

larger ditches.

King's Sedgemoor Drain is known to be an important river corridor for Qiins lutra.



