24 MAY 1993
NEW FOREST DI STRI CT COUNCI L

M nutes of the annual neeting of the New Forest District Council held
at Appl etree Court, Lyndhurst on Mnday, 24 May 1993.

Council |l ors: Council |l ors:

p Ms N E Alldridge p F R Harrison

p K E Austin p Ms Y P Hol | oway

p Ms O A M Badl and p Ms A M Howe

p S Bail ey p J M Hoy

p P A Baker p J A G Hutchins JP
p Ms P D Baker p J Lovering

p Ms MJ Banni ster p J Maynard

p Maj or C Beeton MBE p N D M McGeor ge

p W E B Boot hby p Ms M MLean

p E R Bowing p M ss G E Meaden

p Ms D M Brooks p RF Oton

p D S Burdle a P G Pearce-Snith

p R J Burnett p C G Ransden

p J E Coles p A WRice TD

p M ss S A Cooke p Mss G M Ri ckus CBE
p D E Cracknel | p Ms MJ Robi nson

p J GCraig p D N Scott

p W F Croydon p Lieut Col MJ Shand
p B ACullers p S A Shepherd

p G Dawson p A J Simons

p J J Dawson p Ms B Smith

p M ss P A Drake p Ms L P Snashal l

p B C Earwi cker p G Spi ki ns

p Major S S Elvery p Ms J K Vernon-Jackson MBE JP
p Ms L K Errington p R G Ver non-Jackson
p L P G bbs p S S VWade

p WJ Geer p G H Wl es

p AJ CGiffiths p Ms D WI son

p R C H Hale p Ms P A Weth

O ficers Attending:

PADHde, NJ Gbbs, DA GQrney, Ms MHolnmes, | B Mackintosh, M
Dean, T R Sinpson, Mss J Debnam and for part of the norning
session, Ms C Bennett, K Snith, Ms P Snmith and Ms J Ward.

The Chairman of the Council (Clr J E Coles) in the Chair

ELECTI ON OF CHAI RVAN.

The Chairman of the Council (dIlr J E Coles) noved, dIlr MGeorge
seconded and it was unani nously

RESOLVED:



That Clr Ms J K Vernon-Jackson MBE JP be el ected Chairman of the
Council to hold office until her successor becones entitled to act as
Chai rman at the next Annual Meeting of the Council on 23 May 1994.

Clr Ms Vernon-Jackson then took the Chair and made her declaration of
acceptance of office which was fornmally w tnessed by the Director of
Fi nance and Adm ni stration

Clr Coles invested the Chairman with the chain and badge of office.
He al so gave her a bouquet of flowers.

On behalf of all the staff the Chief Executive congratul ated the
Chai rman on her el ection.

In congratulating the Chairman on her election, Clr Geer spoke of the
new di vi sion of functions between the Chairman and the Leader of the
Council. The chairmanshi p shoul d be above party consi derations and he
hoped the principle now being established would continue in the new
unitary authority. He hoped the Chairman woul d have a very happy and
enj oyabl e term of office.

I n thanki ng menbers for her election, and dlr Geer for his kind
words, the Chairnman pledged to work for all nenmbers of the Council.
She woul d not be designating an official consort for the year but would
be asking a nunber of fellow nmenbers to fulfil the role. She hoped
they would find an involvenment in the civic side of the Council’s

busi ness enjoyabl e and rewardi ng. The Chairnman spoke of the period of
change facing this and the other local authorities in Hanpshire, but
bel i eved that New Forest had a strong case to becone an unitary
authority. Her theme for her period of office would be to prove that

| ocal government should be close to the people, and she | ooked forward
to working with a wide range of voluntary and statutory organi sations.

The Chairman (Clr Ms Vernon-Jackson) in the Chair.
VOTE OF THANKS TO CLLR COLES.

It was noved by the Chairnman of the Council, seconded by Cdlr Cullers
and unani nously

RESOLVED:

That the best thanks of this Council be accorded to dIlr John Coles for
his outstanding service during his termof office as Chairnan of the
Council and also to Ms Kathie Coles for her able help as Chairman’'s
consort and that they be w shed every success in the future.

The Chairman presented Clr Coles with a Past-Chairnman’s badge and an
al bum of nonentoes to renmind himof his period of office. The Chairnan
presented Ms Coles with a Past-Chairman’s Consort’s badge and a
bouquet of fl owers.

On behal f of the whole staff, the Chief Executive expressed thanks and
good wi shes to Clr and Ms Col es.

In reply, ClIr Coles recalled that it was twenty years since he had
been first elected to this Council. Only dlrs Ms Bannister, Burdle,
Craig, Ms Errington, Rice and hinself renained fromthe origina
menbership. The last two years had been particularly busy with the



start of the Local Governnment Review, and Clr Col es spoke of the
support given by the other political groups and particularly by dlIr
Greer. There had been other changes in the District, and Clr Coles
recal l ed some of particular significance, including the farewell to the
Hampshi re Regi ment and the continuing battle agai nst honel essness.

Alr Coles was, however, pleased to report that during his period of
office there had been progress in the consideration of the need to
update the Pier and Harbour Order (Lym ngton) Confirmation Act 1951

Clr Coles presented Christine Bennett, Jenny Ward and Pauline Smith
with flower arrangenents as a token of his appreciation for the hard
wor k and support they had given himin his role of Chairnan

APPO NTMENT OF VI CE- CHAlI RVAN.

The Chairman of the Council noved, Clr Ms Smth seconded and it was
unani nousl y

RESOLVED:

That Clr S S Wade be appointed Vi ce-Chairman of the Council to hold
office until imrediately after the election of the Chairman at the next
annual neeting of the Council on 23 May 1994.

The Vi ce-Chairnman made his declaration of acceptance of office, which
was formally witnessed by the Director of Finance and Adninistration
The Chairman invested CIr Wade with his badge of office, and Ms Wade
with her badge of office and a bouquet of flowers.

I n thanking nmenbers for his appointnment, CIr Wade recalled the support
he had received fromhis fellow Councillors and also fromhis wfe.

Clr Geer wished dlr Wade a happy and successful termof office as
Vi ce- Chai rman of the Counci l

Clrs Ms WIlson and Lovering spoke of the fairness and inmpartiality of
the new Vi ce-Chairnman. He was an experienced and tal ented Councill or
who had remai ned above politics, which would prove of great value in
his new role.

M NUTES.
RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the neeting held on 1 March 1993, havi ng been
circul ated, be signed by the Chairnman as a correct record.

LI EUT COL M NI COL ERD.

The Chairnman was sad to report the death of former Councillor Lieut Col
Mal col m Ni col ERD. Col Nicol was elected to this Council in 1976 and
retired in 1983 but was then subsequently co-opted onto the Energency
Pl anning Conmittee. Col N col had previously served as a Borough
Counci |l or at Ful ham and had enjoyed a | ong and successful career in
the oil industry. The Chairman had been honoured to attend his funera
on the Council’s behalf.

CHAI RVAN' S ANNOUNCEMENTS.

(a) M Chris Lanham- It was with great sadness that the Chairnman



advi sed nmenbers of the death, in a road accident, of Chris
Lanham the Mai ntenance Technician for Lym ngton and New M Iton
Recreation Centres.

(b) Robert Adley MP - The Chairnman also recalled the death of the
Menmber of Parlianent for Christchurch, Robert Adley.

All those present stood in silence as a mark of respect for Lieut
Col Nicol, Chris Lanham and Robert Adley MP

(c) Ben Buchanan - The Chairnan was pl eased to announce that the
Council’s Chief Solicitor, Ben Buchanan, had been married on 8
April 1993. A card was circulated for nmenbers to sign

(d) Alr Jack Maynard - The Chairman congratul ated Jack Maynard on
his election as Chai rman of Hanpshire County Council.

CONTRACT SERVI CES COW TTEE

Clr Mss Rickus presented the nminutes of the neetings held on 2 March
and 21 April 1993.

On the notion that the m nutes be received:
RESOLVED

That the m nutes be received.

ENVI RONMVENTAL SERVI CES COW TTEE

Cllr Hoy presented the mnutes of the neetings held on 4 March and 26
April 1993.

On the notion that the mnutes be received and the reconmendati ons be
adopt ed:

(a) Opening Times of Public Service Counters at Police Stations
(M nute 126)

Clr Burdle supported the decision to raise no objections to
proposals to close the public service counters at Police Stations
earlier, on the basis that it would increase the nunber of police
of ficers on the beat, but considered nonethel ess that police
stations should be open twenty-four hours a day. Contact by

t el ephone was not al ways adequate for nenbers of the public
seeki ng hel p and assi stance. He hoped this would be nerely an
experiment and he considered it a retrograde step in a period of
rising crinme.

Clr Shand believed the opportunity had been lost to convey the
i nportant message that the public should dial 999 i medi ately on
the suspicion of a crinme. They would receive i nmedi ate hel p.

(b) Car Parking Strategy for the Future (M nute 143)

Cllr Shepherd expressed his concern at the parking problens in
Totton caused by DSS staff parking all day in the Council’s
Elingfield, long termcar park. This problemwould be
exacerbated if plans to transfer additional work to the office
were i nmplemented. He believed the DSS shoul d be nade aware to



(c)

(d)

the effects of their proposals and shoul d assune their
responsibilities to provide adequate parking for their staff and
visitors.

Clr Hoy supported these concerns, and the proposal to contact
the DSS on this matter. This Council would be inproving |ighting
at the Runbridge Street Car Park and increasing signposting to
try to encourage drivers to use this alternative area.

Clr MGeorge asked that the Town Council and Chanber of Conmerce
be included in the proposed neeting to di scuss on-street parking
in Lymngton. dIr Hoy agreed that this would be done.

Hampshi re County Council Street Lighting M ntenance Contract -
1993/ 1998 - Footway Lighting Costs (Mnute 147)

Cllr Burdle considered that the draft Street Lighting Policy,
whi ch woul d nmean that fewer new street |ights would be provided
in villages, should be resisted. The increasing crine rate was
being reflected in country villages as well as towns. He also
hoped that this would not lead to the Council’s street |ighting
contract being curtailed.

A31 Rufus Stone - Cosure of Central Reserve Gap (M nute 148)

Cllr Burdle concurred with the view that the closure of the gap
to Rufus Stone shoul d be opposed unless it was first replaced by
a grade separated junction in the vicinity. He considered that
this Council should be expressing grave reservations about the
closure, which would result in notorists having to make a detour
of sixteen mles.

Clr Hoy agreed that this woul d be done.

RESOLVED:

That the m nutes be received and the reconmendati ons be adopt ed.

PLANNI NG COW TTEE

clr

G Dawson presented the mnutes of the neetings held on 10 March

14 April and 12 May 1993.

On the notion that the mnutes be received and the reconmendati ons be
adopt ed:

(a)

Super nar ket Proposals Al ong A326 (M nute 253)

Clr Burdle referred to recent press reports that supernarkets
wer e buyi ng pl anni ng pernissions through funding planni ng gains.
In this case the devel oper had overcone a pl anni ng objection by
fundi ng hi ghway works for the County Council. He hoped this
woul d not be the start of a trend which would destroy the
shoppi ng centres.

Cllr G Dawson agreed that no devel oper should have the right to
buy pl anni ng perm ssions. This had not happened in Totton, but
it would have been irresponsible to have all owed the devel opnent
to proceed without securing inprovenents to the roads.



(b)

(c)

(d)

The Wkeham Site, Stanford Hill, Lym ngton (Application 50342)
(M nute 254)

Alr MGeorge was saddened by the County Council’s decision
regardi ng the provision of a pedestrian crossing over Stanford
Hll. The new devel opment was specifically for ol der people, who
woul d need to cross this busy main road to the supernarket. He
hoped there would be a further survey on conpletion of the

devel opnent, if the nmatter was not resol ved beforehand.

Alr R G Vernon-Jackson concurred with this view and remarked
that the survey had been taken at a place which was so dangerous
that people were not trying to cross. He hoped that County
Councillors would press for this matter to be rethought to

achi eve a sensible solution for Lynington

Clr G Dawson agreed, and reni nded nenbers that the Committee had
been constrai ned by the County Council’s views. The situation
woul d be nonitored and best efforts nade to secure a pedestrian
crossi ng.

Adj our nmrent and Resunption of Meeting (M nute 280)

Clr Craig remarked that the present system of ninuting did not
truly reflect those menbers who were present for individua
items, particularly applications on the C Schedul e.

Clr Lovering did not think this was a probl em of great

rel evance, but CIlr Coles concurred with the view that the
m nutes should be a correct record of the proceedi ngs of the
meet i ng.

Menmbers were advised that this would be given further
consi derati on.

The White House, M| ford-on-Sea: Position Statenent (M nute 281)

Clr Lovering drew nenbers’ attention to the undesirable
consequences of buildings being listed without adequate
consultation with the public, the town or parish council and the
of ficers.

Clr Burdle rem nded nenbers that the decision on whether to |ist
a building did not rest with this authority. He was concerned
that the report on the Wite House had been deferred, and
recal |l ed other instances when |isted buil dings had progressively
deteriorated during periods of delay in taking action. He noted
that M1ford-on-Sea was a responsi bl e parish council which was
asking for the building to be denmolished. He considered that the
| onger the problemwas |eft unresolved, the nore expensive it
woul d becorne.

Clr R ce considered the site should be left as open space when
the buil ding was demolished. This is one of the few areas with
good access to the beach for the disabled. He questioned the
grounds under which the building had been listed and believed it
woul d be nore marketable if the listing was renoved.

Clr Ms Bannister recalled that the building had been in a poor



10.

state of repair when it had been operated by the Tatchbury
Hospital and was surprised that it was capabl e of being restored.

Clr Mjor Beeton rem nded nenbers that the building was in
private hands and was expected to cost in the region of 1
mllion to purchase. He agreed that there was a need for an
urgent sol ution.

(e) Desi gnation of Conservation Area: Od MIton Geen, New MIton
(M nute 290)

Cllr Lovering reiterated his concern that there should be
adequate consultation with town and parish councils before such
matters were brought before comittee.

Clr Earw cker advised nenbers that he had been involved in the
proposal s to designate a conservation area at dd MIton for sone
time. A recent threat of devel opnent had pronpted the officers
to bring the matter before the committee. The Town Council had
now been consulted and were unaninobus in their support which he
consi dered vindicated the decision to bring the matter forward.

Clr G Dawson considered that the officers had been in a
difficult position. There had been some consultations with the
Town Council in association with the town centre neeting for the
Local Plan Panel, and the officers had therefore had a good view
of their requirenents. He shared CIr Lovering s concerns but
believed the officers had had reason to act pronptly, even though
t he devel opnent threat had not materialised in the interim

peri od. He wel conmed the support of the Town Council.

() Sarieta, Spring Lane, Ashley, New MIton (Reference 114/158/91)
(M nute 293)

Clrs Bailey, Major Elvery and Lovering regretted the weakness in
pl anni ng controls which allow the construction and retention of
such an unsightly structure.

RESCOLVED:

That the ninutes be received and the recomendati ons be adopt ed.

LEI SURE SERVI CES COW TTEE

Clr J J Dawson presented the minutes of the nmeeting held 16 March
1993. He thanked the Director of Comrunity Services and the officers
for their success in attracting inconme to the leisure centres during a
difficult financial year

On the notion that the m nutes be received:

(a) Grant Aid Applications (Mnute 90)
Clrs MGeorge and Giffiths welconed the reasonabl e
i nterpretation being placed on the requirenents for kitchens in
public halls inposed by the Food Safety Act. An onerous
interpretation of the new regul ati ons woul d prevent the use of
the kitchens in many public halls in the District.

Clr J J Dawson advi sed nmenbers that the requirenents were not



11.

(b)

now believed to be as onerous as originally reported and there
woul d be a further report to a future neeting of the Cormittee.

Recreation Centres Review (M nute 97)

Clr Burdle referred to the forthcom ng neeting at Appl enore
Recreation Centre which woul d discuss a users’ survey and the
targetting of the children’s Saturday Supersports. He expressed
his surprise at the responses whi ch had been given to sone of the
suggesti ons nmade by the public. He did not think that it was
adequate nerely to pass a conplaint about the price of catering
onto the contractors; and he did not concur with the view that
it was not possible to arrange advance sales of tickets. He
believed that this response had been unduly negative. Advance
sal es were the best way in which to nmaxi m se incone.

Clr J J Dawson agreed with these conments and assured nenbers
that these points would be | ooked at by the Comrittee.

RESOLVED:

That the m nutes be received.

HOUSI NG COW TTEE.

Clr Ms Bannister presented the minutes of the neeting held on 23

March 1993.

On the notion that the minutes be received and the recomendati ons be

adopt ed:

(a) Chai rman (M nute 118)
On behal f of all nenbers of the Council, the Chairman concurred
with the views expressed by the Housing Commrittee regarding the
work of ClIr Ms Bannister in her period of office as Chairman of
the Conmittee.

(b) Snoke Detectors - Provision in Council Dwellings (Mnute 124)

Wil e wel com ng proposals to install snoke detectors and fire
resi stant entrance doors in blocks of flats, Clr Giffiths
expressed his concern at the programe to install nains operated
snoke detectors in all Council dwellings. He considered battery
operated snoke alarms would be as effective, but at only a
fraction of the cost. The majority of Council tenants were
capabl e of changing batteries and arrangenents could be rmade for
elderly or infirmtenants to receive assistance. The Council’s
| egal position could be safeguarded through a cl ear disclainer

t hat mai nt enance of the snoke alarmwas the tenants’
responsibility. He also considered that the tenants should have
been consul ted before the decision to incur this expenditure had
been taken. He noved as an anendnent that this matter be
referred back for further consideration

The amendment was seconded by Clr Ms WIlson, who concurred with
the views put forward by dlr Giffiths.

Clr Ms Robinson reported that there was now case | aw wher eby
| andl ords were hel d responsi ble for ensuring that the detectors



(c)

(d)

they installed were in working order. Mney saved by installing
battery operated alarns could be lost in legal fees if this was
not done properly. In addition, she believed that elderly
tenants would not be able to change the batteries thensel ves.
The Council should act as a responsible and caring | andl ord.

Cllr Coles referred to a social housing schene he had recently
opened in Beaulieu. The snoke detector outside the kitchen in
one property had been disabled by renoving the battery as it went
off too easily in response to cooking. This denonstrated both
the need for nmins operated al arnms, which were not so easily

di sabl ed, and for care to be given to the siting of the alarms so
that they were not a nuisance. The concern about siting of the
alarnms was shared by dlr Geer.

CIrs Boothby and Earw cker supported the need for nains operated
alarms to ensure they renmai ned operational in the |onger term

Clr Craig noted that the installation of nmains operated al arns
woul d be spread over a nunber of years because of the cost. He
consi dered the Council should act nore pronptly. Installing
battery operated alarns would allow all properties to be covered
in the com ng year.

Clr Lt Col Shand regretted that persons refusing to have al arns
installed in their properties would put other people’ s lives at
risk.

Clr Ms Bannister opposed this matter being referred back. A
full debate at the Housing Committee had been preceded by the
Tenants’ Liaison Meeting when attendi ng representatives had
expressed their support for the proposed expenditure. This
Counci| was behind many others in installing alarms, which m ght
have prevented serious fires in Council dwellings in other parts
of the country. She believed that few tenants would refuse to
have the alarns installed, and the mgjority of these would be
where the tenant had already installed their own alarns. Case

| aw pl aced the onus for the maintenance of the alarms on the
landlord. It would be expensive and difficult to ensure proper
mai nt enance of battery alarnms when the contract was subject to
compul sory conpetitive tendering.

Wth twenty-one nenbers voting in favour and thirty agai nst the
amendnment was | ost.

M nutes 125, 126 and 127

Clr Ms Bannister advised nenbers that the text relating to
decl arations of interest and who had occupied the chair referred
to mnutes 126 and 127 respectively.

Freephone Service for Reporting Housing Repairs (Mnute 125)

Clr Beeton was surprised at this decision as he believed the
tenants’ representative had thought the installation of a
freephone service to be a waste of nopney.

Clr Ms Bannister advised nenbers that the Tenants’ Liaison
O ficer would be assessing the need for the service in the course
of his normal duties as he visited Council properties.



12.

13.

14.

(e) Rural Housing Special Programe 1992/93 (M nute 128)
Clr Burdle questioned when the boards outside the recently
opened Wbodl ands Soci al Housi ng Schene woul d be renoved. dIr
M s Banni ster advi sed menbers that their renmoval was the
responsi bility of the Housing Association

RESOLVED:

That the ninutes be received and the recomendati ons be adopt ed.

STRATEA C GROMH I N TOTTON ADVI SCRY COWM TTEE.

Clr Harrison presented the minutes of the neeting held on 23 March
1993.

On the notion that the nminutes be received:

(a) Cal nore Road, Totton - Flooding (M nute 46)
Clr Shepherd was pleased to note that the internedi ate works
appeared to have resol ved the i nmedi ate problem of flooding and
he thanked the officers for their pronpt response.

RESCLVED

That the ninutes be received.

LI CENSI NG COW TTEE

Cllr Burnett presented the mnutes of the neeting held on 25 March 1993.

On the notion that the m nutes be received and the reconmendati on be
adopt ed:

RESCLVED

That the ninutes be received and the recomendati on be adopt ed.

CENTRAL SERVI CES COW TTEE

Alr Wade presented the minutes of the nmeeting held on 5 April 1993.

On the notion that the m nutes be received:

(a) One-Stop Shop at Lyndhurst (Mnute 71)
Clr Lovering considered that the introduction of a One Stop Shop
at Lyndhurst would be a waste of noney. People rarely cane to
the offices with nore than one problemand it would not be
possible to train the receptionists to have the sane |evel of
know edge on a number of subject areas as they presently offered
on individual specialisns. He considered the present |evel of

service was excell ent.

Clr Wade advi sed nenbers that a Wirking Party was investigating
all the options avail abl e.

RESOLVED:



15.

16.

That the m nutes be received.

ADJOURNMENT AND RESUMPTI ON OF MEETI NG

The neeting adjourned for lunch at 12.25 pmand resuned at 1.30 pmwth
the foll owi ng nenbers present:

Ms J K Vernon-Jackson MBE JP - Chairman
S S Wade - Vice- Chairman

Counci |l |l ors:

Counci l |l ors:

Ms N E Al ldridge R CHHale

K E Austin F R Harrison

Ms O A M Badl and Ms Y P Hol | oway
S Bail ey Ms A M Howe

P A Baker J M Hoy

Ms P D Baker J A G Hutchins JP
Ms MJ Banni ster J Lovering

Maj or C Beeton MBE J Maynard

W E B Boot hby N D M McGeor ge

E R Bowing Ms M MLean

Ms D M Brooks M ss G E Meaden

D S Burdl e RF Oton

R J Burnett C G Ransden

J E Col es A WRice TD

M ss S A Cooke Mss G M Ri ckus CBE
D E Cracknel | Ms M J Robi nson

J GCaig D N Scott

W F Croydon Li eut Col M J Shand
B ACullers S A Shepherd

G Dawson A J Si nmons

J J Dawson Ms B Smith

M ss P A Drake Ms L P Snashall

B C Earwi cker G Spi ki ns

Major S S Elvery R G Vernon-Jackson
Ms L K Errington G H Wl es

L P G bbs Ms D WIson

WJ Geer Ms P A Weth

AJ CGiffiths

O ficers Attending:

PADHde, NJ Gbbs, DA GQrney, Ms MHolnmes, | B Mackintosh, M
Dean, T R Sinpson, and M ss J Debnam

POLI CY AND RESOURCES COWM TTEE.
Clr Maynard presented the mnutes of the nmeeting held on 21 April 1993.
On the notion that the m nutes be received and the recommendati ons be

adopt ed:

(a) Applications for Grants (M nute 123)



(b)

Cllr Maynard advi sed nmenbers that he would wel cone Section 4 of
this mnute, relating to the Lord Mayor Trel oar Hospital being
referred back for further consideration. |t now appeared that
alternative sources of funding were being sought to keep this
hospital open, and it was recognised that it provided a val uable
service to residents of this District.

Clr Ms Robinson believed that information should be sought on
the services which would be offered to people in this District.

Cllr Bailey spoke of his personal gratitude for the specialist
services offered by this hospital, which were not avail able at
the General Hospital. |In supporting a reference back, dlIr
Burdle regretted that it had been necessary over such a small sum
of noney.

Clr Ms WIson spoke on the general principle of giving

di scretionary grants to voluntary organi sations. She considered
this was the only opportunity for |ocal people and organisations
to make a direct plea to the Council for grant aid and it should
not be cut fromthe budget. Savings should be rmade el sewhere.
Clr Lovering supported the need for critical review of other
budget heads.

Clr Ms Bannister supported the giving of grants, but cautioned
that this Authority might | ose the discretion if the budgets were
capped.

Alr Mss Rickus believed that grants should be seen as a short
term punp primng exercise. Too nany organisations canme to rely
on grants as a regul ar source of inconme, and this prevented funds
bei ng available to start new voluntary groups. They should be
advised not to rely on grants in future.

Clr Craig enphasised that the nobney spent on grants either cane
from Council Tax payers or from Government grants. |t should,
therefore, be spent w sely.

Clr Maynard believed that Governnent policy might w den the
scope of applications that the Council received for grant aid.
The only just renedy, within a limted budget, was to critically
eval uate all applications and advise recipients that they cannot
rely on grant income in future.

Tenant Participation and Co-option of Tenants to Housing
Committee (M nute 130)

Clr Wil es opposed the co-option of a tenants’ representative
onto the Housing Committee. He considered that this was

anal ogous to |l eisure users being co-opted onto Lei sure Services
Committee, or taxi drivers to Licensing Conmttee. The Public
Participation Period would allow tenants’ views to be heard, but
he believed that the Councillors were elected to represent the

views of their conmunities. |In addition, if tenants were to be
represented, then so should Housing Associations, in recognition
of the enabling role of the Council. He noved that this

reconmendati on be not approved.

The amendnent was seconded by CIr Austin.



(c)

Cllr Ms Bannister indicated that she had wanted the co-option of
a tenants’ representative to the Housing Comrittee for a nunber
of years and believed that the tinme was now right. Tenant
co-option was practised by a nunber of local authorities already,
including those with a najority of Conservative nmenbers. It had
been proved to work well and to provide valuable input into the
deliberations of the Cormittee. This was the only avenue through
which the tenants could contribute to private session itens and
she was confident that they would respect the privacy of these
matters. The tenants’ voice was needed on the Housing Conmittee
and this was the denocratic way forward. The need for the
Tenants’ Liaison Meeting woul d be assessed when the co-option was
in place.

Clr Earw cker supported tenant co-option. The Housing Comittee
was different in that it controlled tenants’ nmoney. dIr Ms
Robi nson believed that the Council could not resist the direction
of public opinion towards greater participation. The custoners,
in this case tenants, could offer a particular viewoint.

In answer to concerns expressed by a nunber of nenbers, they were
advi sed that the tenants’ representative could not, by |aw, have
any voting rights.

Clr Scott believed that private house owners would al so have to
be represented on the Housing Comrittee. In answer to a question
fromdIlr Giffiths, nmenbers were advised that the Housing
Committee was responsible for noney received by way of Government
grant, as well as incone fromtenants.

Cllr Maynard did not support reference back as he believed that
i nput was necessary fromthe tenants.

Wth twenty-one nmenbers voting in favour and twenty-ni ne agai nst,
t he amendnent was | ost.

Forestry Conmi ssion - National Review of Oanership and Managenent
(M nute 133)

Cllr Coles expressed his disnmay at the Governnent’s review of the
owner shi p and managenent of Forestry Comni ssion woodl ands. This
was particularly unsatisfactory as there was no forumfor public
consultation. He offered to give the address for representations
to the press. He was confident that the Verderers and New Forest
Committee woul d be maki ng separate representati ons to Government.

Clr Ms Errington considered that this was a worrying first sign
and that the lucrative forests in Scotland would be the first to
be privatised. She believed that Crown Lands in the New Forest
shoul d remai n separate, an autononous area under the nanagenent
of soneone with the status of the Deputy Surveyor

Adlr R G Vernon-Jackson consi dered the prospect of a breakup and
sale of forest lands to private enterprise would be horrifying to
anyone with a regard for the New Forest. There was a fear that
public access mght be lost, and that the sale could be to

undesi rabl e organi sati ons. Conservation and |eisure interests
nmust be placed before profit. This matter nust be pursued

t hrough all possi bl e channel s.
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These concerns were shared by Clrs Cullers, Ms Al ldridge and
Ms Baker who believed that the Council should be nmaking the
strongest possible representations to safeguard the present
managenent of the Forest.

Cllr Lovering suggested that these concerns m ght be premature.
The survival of the Forest was not dependant on the Forestry
Conmi ssi on, havi ng been nmanaged successfully for centuries before
the Forestry Comm ssion was founded. dIr Shand did not believe,
however, that nmenmbers were over-reacting. There had been no
reassurance in Earl Howe's reply to the Chairman’s letter

Alr Giffiths advised nenbers that the | ocal Menber of

Parliament had expressed his total opposition to the proposals
and suggested that the Council support his canpaign. The Menber
of Parlianment would have the direct ear of CGovernnent. dIr Rice
bel i eved that public representations should also be raised

t hrough the Verderers’ Court and by contacting the Forestry
Conmi ssi on.

Clr Mss Cooke suggested that assistance should be sought for

protection for the Forest under the European Environnenta
Protection Directives.

Cllr Maynard believed that all nmenbers were opposed to the
privatisation of Forest land. It was an exanple of private greed
bei ng pl aced above public need. He also considered it worrying
that Earl Howe had given no reassurances in his reply to the
Chairman's letter.

(d) Appoi ntmrents to Qutside Bodies (Mnute 134)
Clr Ms Robinson referred to the appointnent of Clr Ms
Banni ster to serve on the Swaythling Housi ng Association and
poi nted out that tenants’ representatives were al so appointed
onto their nmanagenent commttees.

RESOLVED:

That the m nutes be received and the reconmendati ons be adopt ed,
subject to Mnute 123(4) being referred back for further consideration

ELECTI ON OF CHAI RMAN OF POLI CY AND RESOURCES COWM TTEE.
It was proposed, seconded and
RESOLVED:

That Clr J E Coles be elected Chairman of the Policy and Resources
Committee to hold office until the annual neeting in 1994.

VISIT TO ROVANI A

Clr Burnett presented a plaque fromthe Mayor of Breaza in Ronania,
whi ch he had visited recently.

The Chairnman reported that she would be witing to the Mayor and woul d
send the Council’s best w shes.
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SEALI NG OF DOCUMENTS.
RESOLVED:

That the Comon Seal of the Council be affixed to any orders, deeds or
docunents necessary to give effect to any decision nade at this neeting.

CHAI RVAN



