
SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE
DC-G Families, 

As we approach 2019, we will celebrate the 150th anniversary of Dallas 
Center as a community. This history serves as our foundation for strong 
community support and relationships with Dallas Center-Grimes 
Schools. We acknowledge our history and the history of education in 
our communities. We also look forward to providing Future Ready STEM 
education to students in classes 2020 and beyond.

Once the classroom was one teacher, one blackboard, and students quietly facing the front of 
the room. Today, students and teachers are working collaboratively, having lively discussions, 
and hands-on experiences. Students are reaching beyond the classroom for information through 
new technology, expanding vocational opportunities through partnerships with local business-
es, and engaging in critical thinking through lessons that encourage student choice.

As we begin our planning phases for the new facility, we will focus on providing learning spaces 
that encourage creativity, critical thinking, communication, and collaboration. Schematic plans 
currently include technology infused spaces offering personalized learning for students, ad-
dressing both their social emotional and academic needs.

It has been a great start to the school year with student successes and phenomenal community 
support. We look forward a new year of creating the best learning opportunities for our students 
and continuing to display #dcgexcellence in all we do.

Happy Holidays to you and everyone in our DC-G family!
Scott Grimes
Superintendent
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CALENDAR AT-A-GLANCE

Wednesday, December 5th- 1:00 p.m. Early Dismissal for Professional Development

Monday, December 24th through Tuesday, January 2nd- No School for Winter Break
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As we move into the winter months, it is a good idea to review school bus 
stop safety tips with your children.  Please take a few minutes to review 
these tips with your child.

DO's
•	 Do dress in warm winter clothing: hats, gloves, and boots.
•	 Do be on time at the bus stop.
•	 Do wait for the bus several feet further off the road in a safe place. Be 

mindful that some stops may still have snow piles or drifts.
•	 Do go home and call your school if you think you missed your bus 

and we will come back to get you.
•	 Do move away from the bus to a place where the driver can see you 

and you can see the driver after you get off the bus.
•	 Do cross 10 feet in front of the bus and wait for the "thumps up" 

signal from the driver before leaving the curb.

DON'Ts
•	 Don't stand or play on snow piles at the bus stop - you could slide 

into the street in the path of oncoming traffic.
•	 Don’t walk along side a school bus.
•	 Don't attempt to retrieve your books or lunchbox from around or 

underneath the bus until after it has cleared the unloading zone.
•	 Don't push or shove when getting on or off the bus.
•	 Don't chase after the bus or touch a school bus that is passing by.
•	 Important Note: Parents are responsible for children's safety before 

and after they board the school bus. This is especially important 
during extreme weather.

WINTER SCHOOL BUS SAFETY TIPS

Nondiscrimination Statement (Continuous) Publication
It is the policy of the Dallas Center-Grimes Community School District not to dis-
criminate on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, sex, national origin, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, disability, age (for employment), marital status (for 
programs), or socioeconomic status (for programs) in admission or access to, or 
treatment in, its programs and activities or hiring and employment practices. There 
is a grievance procedure for processing complaints of discrimination.  Any person 
having inquiries concerning the school district's compliance with the regulations 
implementing Title VI, Title VII, Title IX, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 
§ 504 or Iowa Code § 280.3 is directed to contact: Mrs. Angela Dvorak, Director 
of Student Services, 1205 13th Street, Dallas Center, Iowa 50063, telephone: 515-
992-3866, email angela.dvorak@dcgschools.com who has been designated by the 
school district to coordinate the school district's efforts to comply with the regula-
tions implementing Title VI, Title VII, Title IX, the ADA, § 504 and Iowa Code §280.3.  

Director of the Office for Civil Rights U.S. Department of Education, Citigroup 
Center, 500 W. Madison Street, Suite 1475, Chicago, IL 60661-7204, Telephone: 
(312) 730-1560  Facsimilia: (312) 730-1576, Email: OCR.Chicago@ed.gov



HIGH SCHOOL
Student Recognition Assembly. This fall the high school held a school-wide assembly to cel-
ebrate the student’s accomplishments throughout the past year. Below are some high-
lights: 
•	 352 students increased their GPA from the beginning of last school year to the end 

of the year.
•	 428 college classes were taken last year, earning over 2,000 college credits.
•	 192 students took 297 Advanced Placement exams last year.
•	 23.4 was the average ACT score for DC-G students. The state average is 21.8.
•	 We recognized eight seniors that represent DC-G at the National Council on Youth 

Leadership. Three seniors were also recognized as National Merit Scholars. These 
three students are in the top 2% of the country.

•	 We recognized students that attended school at a very high level, including stu-
dents who did not have a single tardy last year.

•	 We highlighted our students of the month, choir students, band students, speech 
students, students involved in clubs and sports, students that are employed or 
volunteer outside of school, students that have chosen their post-secondary path, 
students that attended a school conference, workshop, summit and/or career ex-
ploration this fall!

It was a fantastic morning together celebrating our school and community. Our stu-
dents get all the credit, but it would not be possible without the support of amazing 
teachers and parents!

2019-20 Course Registration Informational Meeting. January brings course registration for 9th 
through 11th graders. An informational meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 
9th, at 6:00 p.m. in the High School Auditorium. Parents are invited to learn about course 
offerings, credit requirements, and upcoming registration for students. Tenth and elev-
enth graders are set to register during advisory on Friday, January 18th. The High School 
Course Description Book, which includes class information and graduation require-
ments, can be found on the High School Website.

Reggie's Sleepout. On October 27th, 16 
high school students endured the cold, 
wind, and rain to raise funds and aware-
ness for the homeless youth of Iowa.  
The students spent the night at Drake 
stadium after constructing "homes" us-
ing just cardboard boxes, duct tape, and 
tarps. They raised $1,600 so that home-
less youth have access to the resources 
they need to become successful.  We 
were all reminded of how fortunate we 
are to sleep in our warm, cozy beds ev-
ery night.

Class of 2015 Cumulative Records. It is time 
to clean out the storage room and cu-
mulative records!  The school keeps and 
maintains permanent records on every 
student forever but only keeps cumula-
tive records for three years.   We will be 
disposing of cumulative records for the 
2015 graduation year.  If you or your stu-
dent graduated in 2015 and would like 
your cumulative record, you may pick it 
up at the high school office.  Please call 
the high school office at 515-986-9747.  
Any cumulative records remaining by 
summer of 2019 will be destroyed. 

Band Recognitions and Upcoming Dates. 
High School Concert Bands - The transition from marching band to concert band can 
be a challenge, but we have successfully made the transition and are preparing music 
for our winter concert. The concert will be December 17 at 7:00 p.m. in the High School 
Auditorium.  There will be some great music for all, so please plan to attend.  Please plan 
to stay and support all of the ensembles!!!! We are all busy but hearing the progress of 
other ensembles is very important for the growth of our program.

All-State - Congratulations to Coby Hoang for being selected for All-State Band. Congrat-
ulations to all of the instrumentalists who auditioned for All-State this year.  We had very 
tough competition and are very proud of your preparation and grit for going through 
the process.

SCIBA High School Honor Band - High school honor band auditions will be held on 
Thursday, November 29th, at Roosevelt High School in Des Moines.  Students selected 
for the honor band will perform at Ankeny High School on Saturday, January 5th, 2019.

High School Jazz Bands - will kick off our season with a home preview concert. Then we 
will compete in class 4A District Jazz Competition in Waukee on December 8. Jazz 1 per-
formance time is 8:25 and Jazz 2 will perform at 11:02. Please come out and show your 
support. The performance and competition schedule: 
December 3: DCG Jazz Preview
December 8: SCIBA District Jazz Festival
January 9: Jazz 1 performance at Noce
February 14: Tall Corn Jazz Festival @ UNI
February 21: Summit Jazz Festival @ Coe College
March 2: Hoover Jazz Fest	
March 4: DCG Jazz Showcase

Senior Information. This year, we are start-
ing a new fundraising opportunity for 
yearbook called “Ads for Grads.” This 
is a special way to recognize your stu-
dent’s accomplishments and surprise 
them with a heartfelt message in the 
yearbook. Ads can be purchased in two 
different increments: Small - 1/4 page 
(1 image & 40 words, $30) OR Medium 
- 1/2 page (2 images & 60 words, $50)

How do I submit a senior ad? Please vis-
it www.jostensadservice.com. You can 
upload your photos and include your 
message here.

What makes a great senior ad? Personal-
ized messages, baby photos, additional 
senior photos..the options are yours!

For more information, contact Ms. 
Christianson, Yearbook Advisor, at ivy.
christianson@dcgschools.com.



MEADOWS
College and Career Planning. Before Winter break, Meadows students will be working on 
college and career planning.  Our 8th grade technology class will be taking interest 
inventories and starting their 4 year plans.  Our 9th graders will be taking a Strengths 
Explorer survey and updating their 4 year plans.  We will start preparing for course 
registration which happens at the beginning of second semester. 

Eighth Grade Band. This year we successfully added two marching band performances 
and just gave a great performance at the Meadows Veterans Day Program. We are 
currently working on music for our winter concert on December 18th.  The concert 
will be in the DCG High School Auditorium beginning with 8th-grade students at 7:00 
p.m. Students should to report to the Meadows Bandroom by 6:30 p.m. for warm-up. 
We will have a “dress to impress” for all performances.  No jeans, please! 

Boys: black dress pants, black long-sleeved dress shirt, tie, dress socks, and dress 
shoes. 

Girls: black dress pants; a long-sleeved dress shirt, blouse, or sweater; dress socks; and 
dress shoes. Girls may wear dresses/skirts, but they must be worn with leggings or 
opaque tights. Shoulders must be covered. 

Student Wellness. Around the holidays, stu-
dents can feel more stressed. Please be 
checking in with your child if you notice 
a change in their behavior or attitude.   
Please reach out to Lori Phillips (lori.
phillips@dcgschools.com), Marc Juer-
gens (marc.juergens@dcgschools.com),  
or Emily Judd (emily.judd@dcgschools.
com) if you have any questions or con-
cerns about your child.  Also, you can al-
ways contact the Student Assistance Pro-
gram for support: 515-244-6090.  

Students of the Month. High School staff members are proud to recognize students for 
the work they are doing in academic areas.  Students below were selected for qual-
ities such as leadership, work ethic, and peer support during the month of October.  
These students represent DC-G Excellence!

Agriculture: Seth Chumbley
Art: Rachel Overla
Band: Coby Insiseinmay
Business: Karlie Wilts
Family and Consumer Science: Riley Feeley
Industrial Technology: Carter Stimple
Language Arts: Lundin Morris
Math: Jake Lee
Physical Education: Shaine Bryant
Science: Mallory Schmitz
Social Studies: Jaxon Gambrall
Vocal: Caden Grimes
World Language: Grace Pion

HIGH SCHOOL

College and Career Planning. Students at-
tended the DSM Diversity Summit at 
Wellmark on November 8th.

College Day. Students and staff dressed in 
support of their favorite colleges to pro-
mote post-secondary plans.

Food Drive. Collecting & donating in order 
to help DC & Grimes food pantries! No 
matter the contribution, every little bit 
helps! Excited to make a difference!

Working Together. Students working collab-
oratively in eighth grade art class.



MIDDLE SCHOOL

ELEMENTARY
Hats! Performance. What does your hat tell others about you?  What happens when you 
don't have a hat to wear?  Members of the Heritage Elementary 3rd grade class would 
like to invite you to their upcoming music program entitled "Hats!"  We will answer these 
questions and find out if Ima Milliner will ever find the perfect hat to wear.  Please join 
us on Thursday, December 6th, 2018 at 6:30 p.m.  The performance will be held in the 
Heritage Elementary gym.  

SCIBA MS Honor Band. The following students 
were accepted to the 2018 SCIBA Middle 
School Honor Band: Emma Altman on Clari-
net; Dante Chittenden on Tenor Sax; and Lau-
ren Ihde on Trombone. The honor band fes-
tival was held on Tuesday, November 6th at 
Ankeny Centennial. Congratulations to these 
8th-grade students for representing DC-G 
Excellence. Congratulations to Dante Chit-
tenden and Lauren Ihde for being selected 
for the “All Iowa 8th-grade Honor Band.” This 
is a huge honor and given to students who 
auditioned and placed 1st-chair within their 
section. This honor band will perform in May 
at the Iowa Bandmasters Conference.

Middle School Jazz. We have lots of interest in our jazz program. We have 26 students who 
are currently working really hard! Our rehearsals meet every Tuesday and Thursday from 
6:45-7:40. Music selections this year include: In the Mood, A Warm Fuzzy, Doozer Blues 
and Song for My Father in addition to others. Our performance dates are:
December 3: Jazz Preview Night at DCG Auditorium beginning at 7:00 p.m.
January 12: CJC Jazz Festival - at DCG Auditorium - All Day
February 2: Jack Oatts Jazz Festival - Earlham
March 2: Hoover Jazz Festival - Des Moines
March 5: DC-G Jazz Showcase

Honoring Our Veterans. Student Council members did an outstanding job putting together 
the Veteran’s Day breakfast and assembly. Thank you to all of the guests who attended, 
especially our speakers Steven Quick and Lt. Col. C. Lampe.

Learning About Veteran’s Day. Mrs. Peters' class at DCG North Ridge Elementary had a very 
special guest. Mrs. Peters' father, Phil Walsh, a Korean war Veteran, visited her class. They 
performed a flag folding ceremony explaining the symbolism of the 13 folds. He also 
shared his medals and awards, and the students asked great questions about his ser-
vice. Thank you to all who have served our country, past and present.

PTO News. Reading Rocks! planning meetings 
will begin in January.  There are still commit-
tee chair and committee volunteer opportu-
nities available. Please email southprairied-
cgpto@gmail.com if you are able to volunteer! 

Are you looking to get your hands on extra 
DC-G cups from this fall’s fundraiser?  We will 
have a limited amount available for purchase 
prior to the Girls’ and Boys’ Varsity Basketball 
games on 11/30, 12/11, and 12/14.

Save the Date:
• December 10 – Dallas Center Elementary 
PTO meeting from 7-8pm in the school 
library/media center.
• January 7, 2019 – North Ridge and Heritage 
Elementary PTO meeting from 7-8pm in the 
school library/media center.
• January 14, 2019 – Dallas Center and South 
Prairie Elementary PTO meetings from 7-8pm 
in the school library/media center.
• January 24, 2019 – South Prairie and Heri-
tage Skate Night at Skate North from 5-8pm.
• January 31, 2019 – North Ridge and DCE 
Skate Night at Skate North from 5-8pm
• February 11, 2019 – Our next DC-G District 
PTO meeting will be held in the South Prairie 
library from 7-8pm
• May 3, 2019 –Reading Rocks! is a night of 
games, free books, prizes, food, music, and 
family fun for all.   Mark your calendar for a 
year-end celebration you won’t want to miss 
supporting DC-G PTO!



ACTIVITIES
DECA News. DC-G DECA competed at the District 3 competition with over 300 other students 
from 11 surrounding schools.  The following students were able to bring home several 
awards and honors from the day:
Mallory Schmitz: Restaurant and Food Services Marketing - 1st place and Overall Marketing 
Exam - 3rd place
Aydin Sesker: Principles of Business Administration - 1st place
Zoe Bowling: Apparels and Accessories - Top 10
Jordan Sedivec: Automotive Services Marketing- 2nd place
Mackenzie Boekhoff: Retail Merchandising - Top 5
Ashlee Seaton: Retail Merchandising - Top 10
Jaxon Gambrall: Retail Merchandising - Top 10
Kaitlyn Dalby: Principles of Business Administration - Top 5
Joseph Jansen: Principles of Marketing - Top 5
Caleb Powel: Principles of Marketing - Top 10
Kyley Bianchi and Missy Rose: Hospitality Team - Top 10
Dillon Belzer and Jacob Ridnour: Hospitality Team - Top 10
Bradley Ramsey: Overall Marketing Exam - 1st Place

Boys Cross Country Raises the Anchor in 2018. First, a big shout out to the Fillies on their outstanding 
season concluding with a second place finish at State! Cross country continues to be on the 
rise at DC-G! The Mustangs celebrated their awesome season at a banquet on November 5. 
Despite the departure of six of the top seven and nine of the top 14 runners from last year, the 
Mustangs finished seventh at State this year, only 18 points out of fifth. They are one of two 
teams in Class 3A to finish in the top seven each of the last five years. They also finished second 
in the Little Hawkeye Conference and won their fifth straight JV Little Hawkeye Conference 
title. There were 12 additions to the record board! Season results were as follows:

Awards conferred at the banquet were as follows:
All-Conference: Bradley Ramsey, Tyler Borneman, Brock Wolf
All-District- Bradley Ramsey, Tyler Borneman
Academic All-Conference: 10th-12th grade letterwinners earning a 3.5 GPA or higher
10th- Eli Followwill, Brock Wolf; 11th- Gavin Petrak, Bradley Ramsey; 12th- Tyler Borneman, 
Carter Eischeid, Logan Herbsleb, Max Hull, Cooper Pierce, Caleb Rhoads, Derek Shannon
LATC Senior All-Star Meet Selection: Tyler Borneman
Student Athlete Award Winners: 10th- Eli Followwill, 11th- Gavin Petrak, 12th- Carter Eischeid 
and Caleb Rhoads
Most Valuable Team Member: Tyler Borneman
Most Improved: Logan Herbsleb, Blake Croushore
Coaches Award: 9th- Isaac Short; JV- Preston Pellatz; Varsity- Brock Wolf
DC-G Sportsmanship Award: Carter Eischeid,  Cooper Pierce, Caleb Rhoads
2018 Captains: Eli Followwill, Jacob Hochstetler, Bradley Ramsey, Tyler Borneman, Carter 
Eischeid, Cooper Pierce, Caleb Rhoads

Thank you to all the parents for their tremendous support and encouragement this season, 
with a shout out to parent reps Sarah Schaefer, Denise Ramsey, and Elaine Followwill for their 
work throughout the year! Thank you for all the behind-the-scenes work, including organizing 
the schedule of team meals, helping with our relay, and meet snacks/drinks. Thank you to Mr. 
Watson, Mr. Yossi, Brenda Smith and Betsy Grove for their help at the high school. And thank 
you to the Booster Club for its support of our team in a variety of ways! Thank you to middle 
school coaches Keri McDermott and Kellen Sulentic for the way they help build the program 
through fun and encouragement of the kids, as well as their enthusiasm and promotion of the 
sport of cross country!

Finally, the team is looking forward to building on the success they’ve had! Next year promises 
to be exciting, and we invite you to be a part of it – keep an eye on opportunities for young run-
ners with the boys 5th-12th grade Mustang Cross Country Camp as well as the Run for Fun in 
the Sun Camp through Grimes Parks and Recreation. We all appreciate the awesome support 
of the Dallas Center-Grimes community! Go Mustangs!



DISTRICT NEWS
Football Recap. The 2018 Mustang Football Season Awards were handed out last month. Listed below are some of the players who 
were recognized for their efforts this season:

All District Honors: Hartman Meints, Isaac Boley, Rowan Collins, Zach Needham
Honorable Mention All-District Honors: Rudy Stallman, Jayme Augusma
Academic All District Honors: Dawson Lego, Bryce Jermier, Jayme Augusma, Austin James, Zach Needham, Cody Hall, Luke Fistler, 
Rowan Collins, Cole Wessling, Spencer Schwantes, Tyler Willey, Tristan Bocook, Dillon Belzer
Offensive MVP: Isaac Boley
Defensive MVP: Rowan Collins
Special Teams MVP: Austin James
Mustang Football Positive Impact Award Winner, given to a player who represents our team on and off the field in a impactful way:
Owen Curtis- Junior for his positive attitude towards a season-ending injury and also for his contribution to our squad throughout 
the season in practice and games assisting where needed.

The 2018 Mustang Football team would like to thank the many people who came out and supported our team this fall. Friday nights 
under the lights are a special time in our communities and it is due to the energy that all of you bring to the stadium. We are excited 
to dive into our off-season work and start preparing for the 2019 season. THANK YOU and Happy Holidays from Mustang Football!

Drivers Education for 2018-2019. We will continue to offer four sessions of driver’s education each year, if we have enough interest. Please 
call the Meadows school office at 986-0105 to sign up your child for any of these programs. The cost at present time is $325 for each 
session. Students must be at least 14 years old and have a permit to sign up, as well as a signed parent permission slip. 8th through 
12 graders may sign up for each session. Usually the fall and spring session are the busiest. Below you will find information about 
each session. Fees for out of district students are $375.

Winter Session 2019- The winter program will begin in early  January and end before spring break in March. There will be a meeting 
in December to hand out information and collect payment.  Classroom days are Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday from 6:45 to 8:00 a.m.  
Most students will drive during their study hall times.  If this can’t be worked out, before or after school times may be arranged.  All 
students who drive during study halls will drive at least once on Saturday for 2 hours downtown Des Moines. Shuttle bus service 
from Dallas Center will also be available in the morning to bring students to classroom. Class size is limited to 40 students. Home 
school students are welcome. Classes held in the Meadows media center. If we don’t have at least 12 students sign up the session 
will be cancelled until spring session.

Spring Session 2019- The spring program will begin after spring break and end in May.  There will be a meeting before spring break 
to hand out information and collect payment.  Classroom days are Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday from 6:45 to 8:00 a.m. Most stu-
dents will drive during their study hall times.  If this can’t be worked out, before or after school driving may be arranged. All students 
who drive during study halls will drive at least once on Saturday for 2 hours downtown Des Moines. Shuttle bus service from Dallas 
Center will also be available in the morning to bring students in early for classroom work. Class size is limited to 40 students. Home 
school students are welcome. Classes will be held in the Meadows Media Center. 

All payments and permission slips should be made or turned in before the first class. Payment plans may be arranged with the office.

2018 Fillie CC Class 3A Runner Up. The Fillie Cross Country team has had a lot of success over the last several years, qualifying for the state 
championship meet 8 out of the last 9 years.  They had placed 4th at the state meet twice in the last 3 years and this year broke 
through to finish as the class 3A runner up at the state championship race.  This was the best finish at the state meet in school his-
tory.  In route to the state meet the Fillies also won the State Qualifying Meet, and Little Hawkeye Conference Championship Meets.  
The JV team also won the LHC meet for the second year in a row.  Megan Sterbenz, Emma Angus, and Hannah Little were recognized 
as All Conference and Individual State Qualifiers by finishing in the top 15 in those meets.  Megan was all recognized as All State by 
finishing 8th at the State Meet.  It was truly a team effort this season, all 37 girls on the team contributed to the success this season 
in their own way.  The Fillies continued their tradition of giving back by volunteering at Meals From the Heartland, Des Moines Mar-
athon, Girls on the Run, and the Dallas Center 5k.  A GREAT season all around! Thanks to all involved! 



POSTAL CUSTOMER

Dallas Center-Grimes Schools 
1205 13th Street 
P.O. Box 512 
Dallas Center, IA 50063

Students and staff from Dallas Center-Grimes High School worked together to build a ramp for a three-year-old in our 
community fighting a polio-like disease. Thank you to Beisser Lumber for donating the materials. 


