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DCG District Educational Model

The Dallas Center-Grimes Staff has been using the District Educational Model to guide

our work for 4 years now. Funny to think that it all started on a napkin during a strategy
session at the PLC (Professional Learning Community) Conference in St. Louis. Teach-

ers, building principals and I were brainstorming ways to create a visual that connects the
important work we do to the purpose of why we do it. We wanted this visual to be easily
understood by all of our stakeholders. Our final product was a little rough looking some- C3+ Q4
thing like this in picture 1A.

T C

The visual has steadily evolved over the past four years to more closely reflect the teachers’ ( )
work, and so now the Model looks like this in picture 1B.

1A

" Dallas Center-Grimes Will Function as a Professional
Learning Community to Ensure ALL Students Learn

(ommunication

The components of this model have become the
driving force for our instructional decisions and

the way we do business. You will find a copy
of the model in every classroom throughout
our district. This year, in an effort to add even

District-Wide Areas of Focus X

e e e Mission more clarity to our work, we have made a few
Environment is sofe and it Empowering All Students revisions from last year’s model:

Relationships are professional and respectful 1o Take Charge of Their Future!

Technology is infused throughout the system. L. L.
1. Mission: Four years ago, our mission was

to “Develop the Capacity to Function as a
Professional Learning Community”. Today,
we are beyond the “development stage”
Birssne of hecricinbians and f’l,ave entered the “full implementation
stage”. 'The district’s expectation is that all
staff members operate as productive learning

teams. We know that this professional col-

Horws vl we respond when
students don't lecrn?
Puramid of hterventions
laboration is the key to shifting our school

system from good to great. Teachers agree
and they hold one another accountable to
this non-negotiable standard. Therefore,
our mission has evolved to: “Dallas Center-

Hew will we krew students lecrned it?
Common Assessma=nts

What do we want students to leorn?
Eszeniiol [eorning - learning Jorgets

Grimes will function as a PLC to ensure all
students learn."

2. 'The second change to our model this year
1B is that we added the vision statement to our
visual. The vision is not new; in fact, it has served us well for several years. This is precisely the reason that we believe it should be included as
part of our guiding model. We understand that is more important than ever before to prepare our students for a world where they will be asked
to problem-solve, think globally, become informed decision makers, make responsible choices. While we are unsure of what jobs will exist in
their futures, we do know that our job is to ensure they are prepared to excel and all situations that may arise.

We invite you to familiarize yourself with our District Educational Model and partner with us as we undertake this tremendous responsibility of
teaching and learning. I hope you will take time to visit our schools meet with teachers and administrators. We invite you to become involved
by participating in one of our many volunteer groups. Please feel welcome to attend one of our many sporting or fine arts events featuring our
talented students. When you observe those moments of excellence within our schools, please email me and share your experience. It is only by
collaborating together that we can reach our goal of DCG Excellence!



SchoolMessenger Notification Service

The Dallas Center-Grimes School District is using SchoolMessenger

as its Parent Notification system, a leading provider of notification
services for parent outreach, emergency broadcasts, and other com-
munications for education.

The SchoolMessenger system is designed to automatically notify par-
ents for reasons that impact the safety and academic performance of

students. SchoolMessenger will allow us to enhance our communi-
cation with additional features, such as text messages and individual
parent control of who receives messages and how they are received.

School Schedule at a Glance

Monday, October 5 - No School for Staff Professional
Development

Wednesday, October 14 - 1:00 p.m. Early Dismissal for Staff
Professional Development

Monday, October 26 - No School for Teacher Work Day
Thursday, October 29 - 2:30 p.m. Early Dismissal for Parent
Teacher Conferences

Parent Teacher Conferences
Thursday, October 29 and Tuesday, November 3 — 2:30 p.m. dis-
missal with conferences held from 3:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.

Class of 2012 Cumulative Records

It is time to clean out the storage room and cumulative records!
The school keeps and maintains permanent records on every stu-
dent forever but only keeps cumulative records for three years. We
will be disposing of cumulative records for the 2012 graduation
year. If you graduated in 2012 and would like your cumulative
record, you may pick it up at the high school office. Please call the
high school office at 986-9747. Any cumulative records remaining
by December 2015 will be destroyed.

District Celebrations

At the beginning of the year we had an all staff training day, and
staff had the opportunity to share celebrations of the Dallas Center
— Grimes School District. Throughout the year, we will be sharing
these with you as well, scattered throughout the pages in the Mus-
tang Monthly.
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Dallas Center-Grimes Community School
District Offices

Elementary Offices
Patty Morris, Principal/South Prairie Elementary Bldg.
E-mail: pmorris@dc-grimes.k12.ia.us
Telephone Number: (515) 986-4057
Fax Number: (515) 986-4532
500 SW James Street, Grimes, lowa 50111
Office Hours: 7:30 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.

April Heitland, Principal/North Ridge Elem. Building
E-mail: aheitland@dc-grimes.k12.ia.us
Telephone Number: 515-986-5674
Fax Number: 515-986-5376
400 N.W. 27" Street, Grimes, lowa 50111
Office Hours: 7:30 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.

Diann Williamson, Principal/Dallas Center Elem. Bldg.
E-mail: dwilliamson@dc-grimes.k12.ia.us
Telephone Number: (515) 992-3838
Fax Number: (515) 992-3467
1205 13th Street, PO. Box 400, Dallas Center, Iowa 50063
Office Hours: 7:30 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.

Middle School Office
Jerry Hlas, Principal
E-mail: jhlas@dc-grimes.k12.ia.us
Telephone Number: (515) 992-4343
Fax Number: (515) 992-4076
1400 Vine Street, P.O. Box 608, Dallas Center, [owa 50063
Office Hours: 7:30 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.

Meadows Office
Lori Phillips, Principal
E-mail: lphillips@dc-grimes.k12.ia.us
Telephone Number: (515) 986-0105
Fax Number: (515) 986-3155
2555 W. 1 Street, Ste. 200, Grimes, lowa 50111
Office Hours: 7:30 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.

High School Office
Cary Justmann, Principal
E-mail: ¢justmann@dc-grimes.k12.ia.us
Telephone Number: (515) 986-9747
Fax Number: (515) 986-9734
2555 W. 1** Street, Grimes, lowa 50111
Office Hours: 7:30 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.

Central Office/Business Office
Scott Grimes, Superintendent
E-mail: sgrimes@dc-grimes.k12.ia.us
Telephone Number: (515) 992-3866
Fax Number: (515) 992-3079
1414 Walnut Street, Suite 200, PO. Box 512
Dallas Center, Iowa 50063
Office Hours: 7:30 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.

Dallas Center-Grimes Community School



Digital Wall of Fame

The DCG Activities Department is excited to announce that we
have switched to a digital Wall of Fame. The Wall of Fame is still
located right outside of the high school office. The old pictures
have been taken down. We are giving away the old pictures to the
individuals or to the families of the picture. With the addition of 2™
and 3 Team All-State members to the Digital Wall of Fame, we are
looking for pictures of athletes who were 2™ and 3" team members.

Please contact Brock Yossi at byossi@dc-grimes.k12.ia.us to pick

up an old picture or to send a picture of a missing photo.

DCG Activities
Wall of Fame

Browse All

State Champions

Athletics

Driver’s Education

We will continue to offer four sessions of driver’s education each
year if there is enough interest. Please call the Meadows school
office at 986-0105 to sign your child up for any of these programs.
The cost is $325 for students living within the district. Cost for out-
of-district students is $375. Students must be at least 14 years old
and have a permit to sign-up, as well as a signed parent permission
slip. Eighth through twelfth-graders may sign-up for each session.
If the class fills up during the year with 9-12-graders the 8th-graders
will be on a waiting list. If your child does not get in, they will

be able to sign-up for the next upcoming session. Next upcoming
session will begin in January. Information will be in the next issue

of the Mustang Monthly
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Student Learning Goals
Effective Communicator

Problem Solver

Knowledgeable Person
Critical Thinker

|!2C -G Statements of BeliefWe believe:
student learning is our primary purpose.
«  effective teaching is essential to student success.

« asafe and caring environment is essential to learning.

Contributing Citizen
Collaborative Worker

DC-G Mission Statement
Empowering Students to Take Charge of Their Futures!

The Dallas Center-Grimes Community School District is committed to developing positive, productive, and responsible citizens who
are independent thinkers, value themselves and others, and have the knowledge, skills, and desire to be life-long learners. Excellence in
education comes from setting high expectations for all and providing the resources needed for every student to excel.

Life-long Learner

+  in high expectations for students and staff striving for excellence in all areas.

+  students must share in the responsibility for their own learning.

«  students must possess sound basic skills.

«  students’ success is the responsibility of the school staff, parents, students, and community members, working together as a team.
« all individuals deserve to be treated with dignity and respect.

Mustang Monthly page 3



201415 School Year: Anmnual Progress Report [APR]
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School Improvement Advisory Committee

(SIAC)

DCG has very supportive parents and community members. Our
SIAC group has been very involved in recommending education
needs and goals to our school board. Last year, we started placing
our members on a 3-year rotation, therefore, this year we have many
members leaving that have served for several years.

WE NEED YOU to be part of something greatt WE NEED YOU
to learn more about the education at DCG! WE NEED YOU

to make recommendations to the school board! Join our School
Improvement Advisory Committee! Please call Mitzi Chizek at 992-
3866 or email to mchizek@dc-grimes.k12.ia.us if you would like to

be a part of this committee. Males are especially encouraged to join
to provide a gender balance.

The first meeting of the School Improvement Advisory Committee

will be held on Monday, November 9 from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in the

board room at North Ridge Elementary in Grimes. We will meet

five times throughout the school year. The purpose of this commit-

tee is to make recommendations to the board about the following

components:

*  Major educational needs

e Student learning goals

*  Long range goals

e Harassment of bullying prevention goals, programs, training
and other initiatives

e Will also serve to make recommendations regarding multi-
culture, gender fair issues and gifted and talented

During these meetings, we will be reviewing a variety of data and
information to make these recommendations.

Mustang Monthly

Nondiscrimination Statement

Students, parents, employees and others doing business with or perform-
ing services for the Dallas Center-Grimes Community School District

are hereby notified that this school district does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, creed, religion, gender, national origin, sexual orienta-
tion, gender identity, disability, age (for employment), marital status (for
programs), or socio-economic status (for programs) in admission or access
to, or treatment in, its programs and activities or hiring and employment
practices. Any person having inquiries concerning the school district’s
compliance with the regulations implementing Title V1, Title VII, Title IX,
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), §504 or Iowa Code §280.3

is directed to contact: Mitzi Chizek, 1414 Walnut St. Suite 200, Dallas Cen-
ter, Jowa 50063, telephone: 515-992-3866, who has been designated by the
school district to coordinate the school district’s efforts to comply with the
regulations implementing Title VI, Title VII, Title IX, the ADA, §504 and

Iowa Code §280.3.

Iowa Sex Offender Registry

Many communities in Iowa, including Dallas Center and Grimes, have resi-
dents living in the community that are on the Iowa Sex Offender Registry.
We are aware of residents living in Grimes and in Dallas Center that are on
the sex offender register, although we no longer receive any official notifica-
tion. We want to make you are aware of the situation so you can discuss it
with your child(ren).

The sex offender register is available online at http://www.iowasexoffender.

com/. Parents are encouraged to be aware of this information by accessing
this website. If you do not have access to the Internet, or need assistance
in accessing this information, please contact 992-3866. If you are unable
to access this information, we will provide the information verbally or send
copies of the information in the mail.

Please be aware that this notification is to serve only as a means for the
public to protect themselves. Any action taken by anyone against these
individuals, including vandalism of property, verbal or written threat of
physical harm, or physical assault against these individuals or their family

can result in arrest and prosecution.
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HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

2015 PSAT/NMSQT
Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship

Qualifying Test

About: The College Board’s College and Career Readiness Pathway
is a series of integrated assessments that measure a student’s college
and career readiness from the 8th through 12th grades. The College
Board and Career Readiness Benchmarks provide a reliable aggregate
measure of college and career readiness. Schools and districts can
use these benchmarks to determine what proportion of their student
body is on track for college. Schools can also identify students who
may need extra support while there is still time for improvement,

as well as find students who may be ready for more rigorous course

work.

Test Date: October 14, 2015

Location: High School Media Center

Cost: $14

Target: Juniors

Registration: Students may register and pay for the PSAT exam
beginning Monday, September 21.

Testing Time: 2 Hours and 10 Minutes

The PSAT/NMSQT Measures:

Critical reading, mathematical reasoning, and writing skills that
are important for success in college.

*  Knowledge and skills developed through years of study in a
wide range of courses.

*  Ability to reason with facts and concepts rather than the ability
to recall them.

PSAT/NMSQT Benefits Students:
SAT Prep
*  Enter Scholarship and Recognition Programs
*  Plan for College and Careers
*  Explore AP Course Readiness
*  Information from Colleges
*  Identity Skills for Improvement

Scoring:

*  Scores on a 20-t0-80 point scale for critical reading, mathemat-
ics and writing skills

e Correct answer = 1 point

*  Omitted question = no points

*  Wrong answers to multiple-choice questions = minus % of a
point

*  Wrong answers to math student-produced response questions =
no points loss

Content:

Two 25-minute critical reading sections contain a total of 48 ques-
tions:

* 13 sentence completion

* 35 passage-based reading questions

Two 25-minute mathematics sections contain a total of 38 ques-
tions:

* 28 multiple choice

* 10 student-produced responses, or grid-ins

One 30-minute writing skills section contains 39 questions:
* 20 improving sentences

* 14 identifying sentence errors

* 5 improving paragraphs

Additional Information:
Please feel free to visit the Dallas Center-Grimes High School Dean’s
Office, call us at 515-986-9747 or email us at Ibaker@dc-grimes.

k12.ia.us, or sbhlum@dcgrimes.k12.ia.us.

hetp://www.collegeboard.com/
student/testing/psat/about.
htmlpathway.collegeboard.org

Foundations of Financial Freedom

In America, almost 70% of Americans are living their life paycheck
to paycheck (Reuters Survey). That statistic is outrageous, and
should definitely open your eyes. Our Financial Literacy II class is
based on five foundations. The first one is to have 3-6 months worth
of expenses in an emergency fund, which should be in an account
separate from your checking and normal savings account. Our sec-
ond foundation is to get completely out of debt. Did you know the
average American household has almost $7,200 in credit card debt?
Open your eyes Mustangs and Fillies, credit cards are dangerous!
The third foundation is to pay cash for your car. This may sound
unattainable, but if you were smart with your money and didn’t
spend it on dumb things, this is actually kind of easy. Each time you
get some money, put a certain amount away towards your car, so
you're paying yourself. With this method, you'll have your new car

Page 6

in no time! The fourth one is to pay cash for college. Once again, set
money aside each time you receive some, and be smart with it. The
last foundation, and by far the most enjoyable one, is to build wealth
and give! After you discipline yourself to follow the steps to get out
of debt and save to buy things in cash, you'll find yourself building
your wealth exponentially!

Each month the Financial Literacy II class will be providing you
with financial advice based upon the five foundations above, which
are based upon the Foundations in Personal Finance by Dave
Ramsey.

If you live like no one else, then later you get to live like no one else.
~ Dave Ramsey

Dallas Center-Grimes Community School



Another Successful Year for AP Students

By Sandy Barker

During the first two weeks of May 2015, DC-G High School had 130 students
sit for a total of 220 AP Exams. These are college-level exams based on the
college-level classes that the students have taken during the year. Every test has

a multiple choice portion and an essay portion, and the tests usually take an
average of 2 ¥4 - 3 hours to complete. The tests are returned to the College Board
to be graded on a scale of 1 to 5, with 1 being the lowest score and 5 being the
highest score.

The advantages to taking these high level classes and tests abound. First of all,
students receive a higher-level course, which prepares them for high stakes testing
(ACT, SAT, college tests, etc.). Another advantage is that students are challenged
at their appropriate level during high school, which is a trait that colleges look
for on applicants’ transcripts. A third advantage is that our students that take an
AP test automatically receive a weighted GPA for that class. And finally, students
that pass these tests with a score of three (3) or above are eligible to receive col-
lege credit (this is up to each individual college or university, but most take AP
credit).

Our students at DC-G have done an excellent job this year, with a pass rate of
57%! In addition, several students have received recognition from the College
Board for being an AP Scholar. There are three levels:

AP Scholar: granted to students who receive scores of 3 or higher on three or
more AP Exams;

AP Scholar with Honor: granted to students who receive an average score of
at least 3.25 on all AP Exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on four or more of
these exams; and

AP Scholar with Distinction: granted to students who receive an average
score of at least 3.5 on all AP Exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on five or
more of these exams.

Congratulations to the following students who worked hard and earned these
awards:

AP Scholar AP Scholar with AP Scholar with
Honor Distinction
Justin Ashley John (Logan) Buck David Becker
Ryan Chance Evan Grimes Kimberly Buck
Nicholas Cretors Jenna Humke Zachary Jones

Mikaela Dunn Amos Hunter

Logan Ellsworth Andrea Lillig
Courtney Fay Taylor Young
Laura Judd

Colin Quass

Jackson Rude
Connor Rust

Kylie Snyder

C()JollegeBoard

Megan Snyder

AP Scholars

Mustang Monthly

New Calculus Course Offered

By Joanna Poole

As our community grows, the number of students

who are interested in taking higher-level mathematics
courses also grows. This year, DC-G has more students
in Trigonometry/Precalculus and Calculus courses than
ever before. With this growth, the high school staff is
excited to add new courses to keep the students inter-
ested and engaged. Advanced Placement (AP) Calculus
AB was added to the high school courses in 2009, and
this year we have added the next level of that course,
AP Calculus BC. AP Calculus BC includes all topics
from AP Calculus AB plus additional topics as defined
in the AP Calculus course description. The objectives
that students are asked to strive to meet in both AP
courses are to use and build upon mathematical skills
and concepts previously learned, to communicate math-
ematics with others, and to develop an appreciation for
the power of mathematics. The courses are primarily
concerned with developing students’ understanding

of calculus, and the courses provide experience with

the methods and applications of calculus. The desired
outcome is to have a body of knowledge with which a
student may not only do well on the AP exam, but may
also continue with study in courses that follow. There
are 29 students in the AP Calculus AB course this year,
which is a record number of students enrolled in that
course, and there are 13 students in the AP Calculus
BC course this year. The high school math department
expects the number of students taking AP Calculus AB
and BC to remain steady or increase over the next few
years. DC-G High School also offers a calculus course
that is not an Advanced Placement course, and there are
25 students in that class. AP Statistics is also a course
that we have offered in the past, and may offer again if
there is student interest. The math department is happy
to see that the number of students challenging them-
selves in their junior and senior years are increasing.

SCHOLARSHIPS

Our office receives scholarship opportunities for
seniors throughout the year. There are copies of these
scholarships in the Dean’s Office, as well as posted on
the degschools.com webpage under Local/National
Scholarships.

We hosted a College Planning night on September 3;

if you were unable to attend, we have information in

our office that was presented. Topics included how to
arrange a college visit, questions to ask when visiting,

things to consider when choosing a college, etc.

If you would like to schedule a time to meet with
one of us, please call or email and we'll be happy to
visit with you about colleges, scholarships, and the
application process.
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Dallas Center Grimes
Girls’ Softball — 2015

The Fillies of 2015 entered the season as the #2 time defending
Class 4A state champions. They had graduated 5 outstand-

ing seniors from the 41-1 team of 2014. Opponents had been
looking forward to the 2015 season as it was believed that the
Fillies would be in a rebuilding phase. Five Fillie seniors selected
the theme “Unity is Strength” and believed that winning three
straight titles, a 3Peat, was possible. The team started 9-2 before
injuries and illness hit the team and left them with a record of
13-11 going into a rematch at Oskaloosa vs the #1 rated Indians.
The Fillies upset Osky that night and would go 16-2 the rest

of the season. 1-0 victories in the regional final and in the first
round of the state tourney put the Fillies in the semi-finals before
moving into the championship game for the fourth straight year
with a win over Pella 9-3. In the final the Fillies defeated former
RRC foe Winterset 5-2 to accomplish the 3PEAT. The Fillies
have won three straight 4A state championships and become only
the fifth team in the state of Iowa to accomplish this feat.

The Fillies say goodbye to five outstanding seniors in Janae
Hannemann, Jenna Humke, Allison O’Brien, Lexi Rosa, and
Paige Shanno. This group played in five state tournaments
winning three titles and accumulated a 183-31 record over that
time span. We thank them for their leadership, dedication, and
perseverance.

The players and coaches wish to thank the communities of Dallas
Center and Grimes for their great support of our program. It

is an honor to wear the DCG uniform and play for such a great
school!

.*l!_ E‘ ":-'W E'F“--‘-“Hlfg SCHOOL STATE
IQWA GIRLS’ HIGH SCHOO

SOFTBALL (HAMEIGHNSHIP

R

L ATHLETIC UNICN

I

DALLAS CENTER-GRIMES GIRLS’ SOFTBALL
2015 STATE CHAMPIONS
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Collaboration = #DCGexcellence

DC-G High School math teachers meet during their PLC
collaborative time to ensure they have a guaranteed and
viable curriculum. Teachers with common courses meet
multiple times per week to ensure they teach the same
material, give the same quizzes and tests, and teach at the
same pace. In this regard, all kids who take any math class
should be receiving the same education, no matter whom
the teacher.

DC-G Students Working Hard to Make
a Difference - Get involved in the Silver
Cord Program!

The silver cord program is a distinguished award given to DC-G students who have earned a

total of 160 hours of community service. Any eighth thru twelfth-grader can get involved in

the program. This program benefits all students and our community by empowering them to
serve others and make a difference.

“Two high school students
went to lowa State to work in
a Young Engineering Scientist
program. They work with grad

students and post doc students
working in real science pro-
grams.” #DCGexcellence

Meadows students can earn 20 hours per year, high school students earn 40 hours per year.
Examples of service can include peer tutoring, volunteering at local non-profit agencies, or as-
sisting at DC-G activities. All volunteer hours must be preapproved.

More information is available on the Meadow’s and high school Dean’s website.
Also, you or your child can contact Scott Blum (high school) or Emily Judd (Meadows) for
more information.

Seventh DCG Student-built House: First to be Constructed in Dallas Center

This year’s DCG student-built house will be the seventh house for the Construction Tech program. After successfully building and selling six
houses in Grimes, the program is moving its skills to Dallas Center. This year’s class will be building a 1,500 sq. ft. ranch home at 904 8" St. in
Dallas Center.

The school administration worked with a private homeowner to purchase the lot in late July. We started construction on the house the first
day of school, with the foundation being dug. Then the sub-contractors put in footings, foundation walls, and plumbing ground work. The
students worked with the concrete sub-contractor to pour the basement and garage floor. Now the students get to take over the work.

This year’s crew is made up of nine seniors and one junior. Three of the seniors are returning for their second year on the project as crew leaders.
This years crew will be completing all the rough framing, shingling, installing all exterior doors and windows, and siding the house. Once this
is complete they will move inside the house to help licensed contractors complete the mechanical work in the house. The students will then in-
sulate the walls and prepare the house for sheetrock. After sheetrock is complete the students will finish out the project by installing all interior
doors and trim, cabinets, and hard surface flooring. The final tasks for the students will be building the deck and lay sod for the yard.

As the instructor I am very excited to be building in Dallas Center and I am very excited about the group of students I get the chance to work
with this year. As always I am hopeful to have the

house enclosed before the first snowfall and to be

completed with the house by the end of the school

year. This program has been very well supported
by the administration of Dallas Center-Grimes

Community School District and also has great

support by the community. I would like to thank

all of you for your support of our school so we can
do great projects like the DCG house project. 1 ! X :I : '
will give updates as we move along this year. i :

Thank you, Travis Donahue
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MEADOWS NEWS

High School & Meadows - Band Notes

This has been a busy summer. The high school band rehearsed Mon-
days in June on music for our 2015 Metallica Symphony marching
band show. Band camp was held during the week of August 3-7 and
was a huge success. We are currently able to play and march through
our first two selections. One more piece to go and we will be ready
for our clinic.

Our performance schedule is as follows:
September 11 - DCG Home football game
September 19 - Johnston

September 25 - DCG home game

September 26 - Pella

October 2 - DCG home game

October 10 - Valley Fest

October 16 - DCG home game

October 17 - State Marching & Waukee Showdown

8th Band - It is great to have these students back. I had the privilege
of working with them as sixth-graders and my they have grown both
personally and musically. We are currently working on music for the
November 11, Veteran’s Day Assembly.

SCIBA MS Honor Band - We have 10 eighth-graders auditioning
for the SCIBA Middle School Honor Band. The audition will be
held on October 6 at Waukee Timberline. The honor band festival
will be held on Tuesday, November 3 at Ankeny Centennial for
selected students.

DCG MS Jazz - Audition materials have been posted on the MS
Jazz website in addition to information necessary for the audition.
The date of the audition for 8th grade is Tuesday, September 15. The
7th grade will audition on Thursday, September 17. Results will be
posted on Friday, September 18. Rehearsal will officially begin on
October 20 from 6:45-7:40 at Meadows.

Concert Band - This October the 9-12 band students will complete
a summative assessment. Results from this assessment will contrib-
ute to the creation of two bands: a wind ensemble and a symphonic
band. The areas covered include: major scales, chromatic scale, artic-
ulation, etude, rhythm counting and note name identification. This
assessment will give us a more complete idea of where the student is
currently and allow us to set goals for improvement or enrichment.

Additionally there will be an opportunity challenge at the end of
first semester. Challenges will be determined using the following
criteria:

1. Chromatic scale as fast and clean as possible.

2. Asight reading selection to be determined by Mr. Britt and Mr.
Crilly at the time of the challenge.

3. Music selection will be determined upon the receipt of the chal-
lenge form.

Mustang Monthly

Meadows Math Magic
By Mike Kloster
Meadows Math Magic
is off to a great start

to the school year.
Pre-Algebra students
are using different
manipulatives to help
with solving equations.
Algebra students

are using purpose-

ful grouping to reach

higher order thinking

skills and build a team atmosphere within the classroom. Geometry
is using discovery based learning to formulate their own ideas. They
have been using manipulatives and the Geogebra software program
to develop rules and test conjectures. We are starting our second
year of math intervention here at Meadows. We are using L to ]
math probes to test students’ current level of skill, and a game based
website Dreambox to help learn new skills. All of the students tak-
ing pre-algebra and algebra are well into working on their interactive
student notebooks. These notebooks help students organize their
notes and provide a creative outlet to express themselves. All the
math teachers at Meadows are very excited about the 2015-2016
school year, it’s going to be the best year yet.

Meadows Art Spotlight!!!

In Art I, students were asked to pick an object to draw several
times. The students were then assigned to show knowledge of three
to five color groups using colored pencils. This lovely artwork was
created by Julissa Connelly.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS

Sixth and Seventh Grade Band Sixth and Seventh Grade Vocal Concert

Greetings DCG Community — The 6th and 7th grade choirs will be performing a concert on October
I'll take advantage of this event flier to introduce myself to 15 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Dallas Center-Grimes High School au-
everyone. My name is Chris Crandell, T am the new 6th & 7th ditorium. Seventh grade will be meeting in the high school vocal room
grade band instructor at DCG Middle School. Iam entering at 6:30 p.m. Sixth grade students will be meeting in the high school
my 18th year of teaching this year at DCG Middle School. I vocal room at 6:45 p.m. Students should plan to wear our concert at-
have enjoyed the first couple weeks meeting all the talented tire (black pants or skirts, black shoes and black socks and white shirts).
students in the DCG Middle School band program. These performances are free and open to the public, please come out

and support the DC-G choir students.
A little bit about me, I live in Grimes with my wife, Alisa, and

our children, Nick (13), Mallory (9) and Tyler (4). My chil-

dren attend Johnston Schools. My hometown is Storm Lake, Integel‘ s in the Real Wor ld

Towa, where my late father was my high school band director. By Pamela Kluender, Rebecca Ladd, Laura Scott, and Caitlin Sulentic
I attended the University of South Dakota, in Vermillion, SD. The students in seventh grade math have been learning about inte-
From there I've taught at Wall Lake View-Auburn (now East gers. They have been taking time to understand negative numbers
Sac County) and at Indianola High School. Iam currently the concretely. Students have been representing integer problems using
Iowa All-State Band Chairman, responsible for organizing the colored counters, pictures, and number lines. We are encouraging

students to look for

band portion of the All-State Music Festival, held each
examples of integers

fall in Ames, IA. Rebroadcast of the All-State concert
takes place during Thanksgiving break on Iowa Public

Television.

in the real world.
Some of these situa-
tions include earning

I am looking forward to a great year of music education and spending money,

with the students of DCG Middle School. With a round

of music lessons in the book and numerous rehearsals,

gains and losses of
yards in football, and
we're learning quickly about each other and making temperatures below
every attempt to have a great first concert. That concert zero. Next up in
is coming fast, October 22, 2015 at the DCG MS Gym-
a-torium. Concert attire will be BLACK pants/skirts,
shoes and socks. WHITE shirt (long or short sleeved). i AR

No, shorts please! Concert time will be 7:00 p-m. Picture: Matt Wingert and Alyce Gambrall

playing adding integers football.

seventh grade math
will be solving basic

equations!

I THANK-You all ahead of time for your support of DCG

Music.

Middle School Art Spotlight

Seventh-grader Garrett Morris for this study in two point perspec-
tive. His graphite city-scape shows great skill and imagination. Well
done Garrett!
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ELEMENTARY NEWS

Cumiculum Comer

Heather Neremn, Drector of Elementary Cumculem & inshimchon

Focus on Leaming Collaborative Culiure

Elementary Currkulum Web Page
at v dopsc hnals com

Wiz laree B Eleyraresi rp Connonlieen el g om e o v wedvie b et Hee oerviosiees i Hee b o e prrests sl paniinee ol e prousie
Rl T o A I o ety Rt e ik b 0w i U e, et e mion slle o e e ey pepe, el slesnertany bl g
o= v nios Hee elsricerk we i, mnong abiver Heings.

Tiar Ehresrey iy D i e e pepe mn be socecoel by oorslllagg dese om Hee diciricts s pepy ol dicki gy on “Hessesriany Do rcskes™ frors Hee e

o The el shle Dnoe b Hee B ersiney Comiosien pepye, pe o cick sn proce-ieer Gelders s Hae T D oee sk per chill i e g i skl nesl

enoy. Yiou s i il el (e, ool o Rlcto Here Brislpr e, slag writ oo einl| wiiees s math chmbepies We sl ot e b syt
Hiix gyl e ey il i e el

Iy B inlewrs el g i e o Hhe weels pape. plvvar O el eeciete o ceslingt Hertieer e ot el orine BLLin

Overview of Literacy Law

An early literacy law in the state of Iowa will have an impact on the
elementary this school year. The purpose of this law and the general
requirements are noted below.

Iowa Code section 279.68 and 281--lowa Administrative Code 62
promote effective evidence-based programming, instruction and
assessment practices across schools to support all students to become
proficient readers by the end of the third grade. General require-
ments of lowa Code section 279.68 and 281--lowa Administrative
Code 62 are listed below. The requirements below are for optional
kindergarten thru third grade students. However, we will implement
these principles from optional kindergarten thru fifth grade within
our district.

*  DProvision of universal screening in reading for students in kin-
dergarten through third grade

*  DProgress monitoring for students who exhibit a substantial
deficiency in reading

*  DProvision of intensive instruction — including 90 minutes daily
of scientific, research-based reading instruction - for students
who exhibit a substantial deficiency in reading

*  Notice to parents that a student exhibits a substantial deficiency
in reading, including strategies the parents can use at home to
help the child succeed

*  Notice to parents of such a student’s subsequent progress

*  DProvision of an evidence-based summer reading program for
students who exhibit a substantial deficiency in reading (Effec-
tive May 1, 2017)

*  Retention of any student who is not proficient in reading by
the end of the third grade, did not attend the summer reading
program, and does not qualify for a good cause exemption from
the retention requirement (Effective May 1, 2017)

Mustang Monthly

As noted above, each school in the state of lowa must administer a
state approved literacy screener. This year, we will be administering
FAST, which stands for Formative Assessment System for Teachers.
FAST provides multiple assessments, which will provide a more ho-
listic look into each reader. This assessment will be given three times
throughout the year during the fall, winter and spring.

North Ridge Elementary Art

By Kayde Sberal

Fourth-graders are focusing on inspiring others with positive words.
Throughout the project students have reflected on their views of
bullying and the power that words have on our heart. The students
are using face-mapping techniques to create a realistic self-portrait
using shape and

proportion. Each
portrait includes
positive words
they want to tell
others written by
the student.

i
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How Will My Child Learn Math This Year?

Your child’s classroom will use Bridges in Mathematics second edi-
tion, a comprehensive curriculum for grades K-5. Bridges is a rigor-
ous program designed to address the new math standards in a way
that’s enjoyable and accessible to all learners.

The curriculum focuses on developing in students a deep under-
standing of math concepts, proficiency with key skills, and the
ability to solve new and complex problems. Learning activities tap
into the intelligence and strengths all scudents have by presenting
mathematically powerful material alive with language, pictures, and
movement.

Students in a Bridges classroom talk about math, describe observa-
tions, explain methods, and ask questions. They are encouraged to
find multiple ways to solve problems and show different ways of
thinking. This is a vital way to help students build more flexible and
efficient ways to solve increasingly complex problems. Hands-on
activities engage them in exploring, developing, testing, discussing,
and applying mathematical concepts.

How Is the Program Structured?
Bridges features a combination of whole-group, small-group, and
independent activities that are problem centered.

Problems & Investigations

Problems & Investigations often begin with a problem posed to the
whole class. Students think and work independently or talk in pairs
before sharing and comparing strategies and solutions as a whole
class. The teacher monitors and guides the class discussion to make
sure that students understand important mathematical concepts.

Work Places

Work Places are engaging math exploration activities that reinforce
key skills. The teacher observes and interacts to address students’
need for support and enrichment.

Number Corner

Number Corner is a skill-building program that revolves around the
classroom calendar and gives students an active role. They receive
daily practice as well as steady encounters with broader mathemati-
cal concepts.

Homework

Home Connections assignments are sent home at the discretion

of your child’s teacher. At times, your child may bring home math
games or activities for you to enjoy together, but the main role for
parents is not to teach but to guide your student and take an interest
in their work. You'll be receiving unit overviews throughout the year
that explain the math concepts the class is currently focused on and
suggest specific ways you may support your child.

The homework will not be graded. It is being sent home to provide
extra practice for your child. When helping your child, the math
may seem unfamiliar or different than how you learned math.
Bridges emphasizes building a deeper understanding before teaching
students the more abstract concepts.

Page 14

There are several ways you can help with homework:

e Invite your child to talk about the math by asking questions
like, “Did you do a problem like this at school? How did you
think about it?”

e Focus on pictures. Bridges uses visual models to make math-
ematics accessible to all learners. Talking about the pictures is a
great way to get started. Ask, “What do you notice about this
picture? Can we use the picture to help solve the problem?

For Helpful Resources &
Information:

Visit the Support for Families page on the Math Learn-
ing Center website, where you will find:

e Unit overviews that explain what your child will be
learning

*  Tips for helping your child with homework

*  Links to more information about each grade level
of Bridges

*  Links to additional resources, including books and
free online games

Support for Families
mathlearningcenter.org/families

Elementary Math

One of the most damaging mathematics myths propagated in classrooms
and homes is that math is a gifi—that some people are naturally good at
math and some are not. New scientific evidence showing the incredible
capacity of the brain to change, rewire, and grow in a really short time
tells us that all students can learn mathematics to high levels with good
teaching experiences. (Jo Boaler- 2015)

Here are some positive classroom norms that we are using in our
K-5 classrooms across the district.

Norm #1: Everyone Can Learn Math to the Highest

Levels
We need to encourage students to have a growth mindset. Students
with a “growth mindset”—
who believe that intelligence
and “smartness” can be
learned—go on to higher
levels of achievement, en- 7 iy derit!
gagement, and persistence. YET!
Everyone can reach high
levels in mathematics if they
want to--with hard work. |

Dallas Center-Grimes Community School



What Can | Say to Myself? Norm #4: Math is about creativity

Instead of . Try thinking._. and mak_ing sense.
= lasidoi = | doil YET. Math is a very creative subject that s, at its core, about
= 'mnot pnod a ths 4 Whatam | missing? visualizing patterns and creating solution paths that oth-
= Fmsossart - r"“ on ﬂ'l! right track. | can eep ers can see, discuss and critique.

improving.
= Igeup = Moy seme of the shateges we've The students have the opportunity to discover and

explore mathematical practices while doing Bridges

n__Thiistoo hard 2 This may take some fime and effort. Workplaces in second grade. The workplaces to start
= | made 3 ok & Mo holp e s off the year include: unifix cubes, tiles, pattern blocks,
= | psioan't 0T math. =  Fm going o train my brain in math asd geoboards, beetle match, and make the sum. This al-
prreeTE lows for students to creatively explore different ways to
solve a problem, while producing the same result. Our
Norm #2: Mistakes are Valuable. hands—fn lessons and i[llj—depth d%scussions give mul-
Mistakes grow your brain. It is good to struggle and learn from tiple opportunities to make sense these mathematical
your mistakes. practices.

Kindergarten students work with partners on one-to-one corre-
spondence, using a ten frame. They share strategies, value each
other’s mistakes, and persevere.

Norm #3: Questions are really important.
Always ask questions. Always answer questions.
Ask yourself; why does that make sense?

These photos show students working at math workplaces. Math
workplaces continue to have students work on and develop skills they
have previously learned in whole group lessons.

Norm #5: Math is about connections and

communicating.
Math is a connected subject, and a form of communication. Repre-
sent math in different forms; words, pictures, labeled sketches.

Above: First-grade students are asking questions
and answering questions about the number rack.

growing mathematical minds. It also encourages students to communicate effec-
tively with each other, represent their work in different ways, and collaborate with
partners and in small groups. Best of all, students are having fun!
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Norm #7: Math class
is about learning not

performing.
Math is a growth subject, it takes time
to learn and it is all about effort

Norm #6: Depth is much

more important than speed.
Mathematicians think slowly and deeply.

J
@LHT Ul _,(,duﬂ'l =9:h7,
Mwmmuh:xmmmmn;m £
i
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Fourth-graders can model their think-
ing by creating labeled sketches, num-
berlines, arrays, and area models.

DCG eBackpack

Can't find the bottom of the backpack for
handouts? When are the athletic and fine
arts camps?

We have the answer!

A new link on the school website is DCG
eBackpack. No longer will you wonder if
your child has lost an important hand-
out! All information regarding upcoming
fundraisers, camp registrations, library
programs, youth sports camps, and much
more can be found by visiting the DCG
eBackpack page for your child's specific
school building. You can access the direct
link from the right side menu or by click-
ing the "Parent Info" tab along the top of
this page. You can subscribe to the eBack-
pack for your
child's school
to get auto-
matic email
updates every
time new
information

is published.
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Fifth-grade students are learn-
ing and discovering volume
through manipulating om-
nifix cubes and representing
their work on paper.
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The Dallae Center-Grires Parent, Teacher Ovganaation works 10 support
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OINUS!

The PTO welcomes your ideas,

your talents, and your valuable
time! If you would like to |leam
more abaul joining the PTO or

voluntesnng for evants, visit
and click

an the Parant Teacher

Organization option on the lef

We would love fo have youl
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Read-A-Thon
Fall Fundraiser 2015

‘W are awdled 1o be rying oul 3 new fundraier for Fal of
2015—a Read-A-Thon! Thess fundraigses hawe baan
incradinly successiul in other schoalks, & wilh e support
of our amazing DCG farmlies, we know ours will be a
success as well!

‘¥t ane nodling this aut in the hopes that a Rizad-A-Thon
ool eoame cur primary fundraiser, replacing fundrasers
wie haree dane in e past whene we sell calalag iems. This
will alkra fricends, family, and neighbors o esthar plecge a
dallar amount per minubes read ar make a flat-rabe pledge:
They can da this knosing hat nesrty 100% of the prafes
will g chractly o gur schooks

O Raad-A-Thom kicks off, 20 siay uned for moee
indreeaton | Sluderts will baen in pledges for grest prizes,
including Gl cerlificabes o the Schalaslic Book Far! I you
would lie 40 help oul by volunieering, please conbact us al

PTO Meeting
October 12th - 6:30 PM
Meadows Media Center

Scholastic Book Fair
October 29th & Movember 3rd

PTO Meeting
Movember Gth - 6:30 PM
Meadows Media Canter
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Family Mowi
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' wﬁ“ﬂ Eat different Dallas Center-Grimes CSD —
Gue  foods each Lunch Menu CTGGER

m for a wide
variety of nutrients.
TUESDAY HEH{ESMY THURSDAY FRIDAY
i _ " Grilled thesseSandwich 1| [ PzzaParlorPhza | 2
Free & Reduced Price Chicken Noodle Soup Kettle Chips
Meal Benefit
mfmnatlnn A Taco Salad Chicken Cagsar Salad
application can be Pl Sandwich Turkey BLT Wrap
There are 2000 varieles T uhui".ad t;_';e Com Bracesil Flore's
biackherrias fourd contacting Temato Siices Baby Carmots
reglons of the word. L PRy L Segzanal Frult ay Seazonal Frult )
" StaffDevelopment | 5 | [ ChickenPattyonWsBunG | | HallanPastaBake |7, [ Tomy'sCheesePiza | 8 | [ ChickenFajttasBost | 9
Mashed Folatoes Garlc Breadstick Frutted Gelatin Lettuce, Cheese, Elce
Pretasl Bites Combo Sliders Dell Sandwich Yogurt Fak
wl Chesse Cubes ChefSalad Chicken CassarSalad ChefSalad
Com Broceol Green Peas Fomalne Letiuce
Baby Camots Garbares Geans Balry Camats Gresn Onlon
Besats Calery Sicis Garbarzy Beans Tomaloss
o . Seasonal Fruit L Seasanal Frult . Seasonal Frut ) Seasonal Frult )
" CrlspyChickenSub (12) [ Turkeyand Graey (13 Chicken Parmesan |14 [ CheesyFlatbreadw (15, [ Hot Dog 16
Tl Tator tlashed Folatoss Sandwich, Mashed Fotato Dipping Sauce, Sde Salad Paked Beans
Pretzel Bites Cravin Crasin Sdad Ham Finwhesl Popeye Salad tlacaroni and Cheese
w/ Charsa Cubes Dell Sub ChefSalad Diedl Sandwicch Green Peas
Broceal Baby Spnach Spring Comn Salad Chopped Letuce Cucumbers
PInto Beans Baby Camoks PInio Beans Chemy Tomaloss Calery Slices
Chemy Tomatoes Caulfiawer Caulfawer Celery Sficis Chemy Tomaloes
. Segzonal Frult Segzonal Frult Sagzonal Frult Segsonal Frult Sagzonal Frult F.

-~

~

-

~ ~

" PopoornChicken (19) [ StrombollwiMarnara 20] [ ChickenMuggets |(21) [ Fotiniw/Meat Smice 2] | Cheeseburger oW Bun3
Washed Fotatoes [ Gravy Green Feas Clven Fries, WG Dinner Eaoll Gzreen Beans, Gadk Toast Eroccall Salad
W& Chips, Salsa, Cheese Chef Salad Chicken Caesar Salad Taco Salad Pretzel Bitesw Chesse
Cubes RellSub Pell Sandwich Cubes
Broccoll Florets Baby Spinach Green Peas Com Baby Spinach
Balry Camots Black Beans Tomaba Slices Balry Camots Black Beans
Caulfiawer Radishes Celery Sicks Caulfiawer Pepper Mediey
. SeasonalFrut | | SeasonalFrut ) | SeasonalFrut ) | SeasonalFrut | | SeasonalFrut
 TeacherWorkday 26 | SploySofiTacosw! (27| | ChesseBreadw!Marinard®| | Sallsbury Steak,Mashed?®, [ Hamburgeron Wi Bun 30
Lettuce, Cheese, Salsa Sauce, FastaSalad FotatoeswiGravy SldeSalad
Turkey BLT Wrap Comba Sliders Fretzel Bites wi Cheese Yogurt Fak
Chicken CazsarSalad ChefSalad CubesiPell Sandwich Chicken Cagsar Salad
Chopped Letiuce Broccol Spring Corn Salad Broceodl Florets
Chemy Tomatoes Chemy Tomaloes Kidney Baans Baby Camots
Calery SHichs Calery Sficks Chemy Tomaloes Caulfiower
5 | sSeasonal Frult | sSeasonalFutt | | SeasonalFrut | | SeasonalFrut |
o " T
PRICES HARYEST OF THE MONTH EXTEA INFO
e Killk choloe af 1% White, S&im or Chocolate
:g::;u gﬂ S&im |5 Inchuded with lunch.
Al £3.45 For questions or comments,
MK 50.45 contact the Food Serdce Director at:

d.sevenichi@de-gimes.k12.1a.us
or call S15-985-0747 ext. 162 .

Nerws e ke In chosge wiliet nalice This nsliution and LT e o el opperiunily erapiorer 2] proviser.

Extra Emires $1.75
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OCTOBER ACTIVITY CALENDAR

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thigrsday Fridey Saturdey

4s00pm r«nutlll-ﬂ:lH & :30am Volleyhal-
e \arsity Away vs.
7:00pm Football- | Urbansdals
Varsity (Time ' s Vodleyhal
Changed ) Atlantic | G/8th Gade Away vs.
Johnston MS Gold

81001 1 SO
DCE-Meadows Gym

10
4:45pm Foottall-gth | Valeyfest Marching
Grade Away vs. Eand Competkion

Wi miersat 1 Fsiebhpim Girls
7:30pm Foottall- Swimming
Warsity Awary we.

Winterset

z-zl 23 4
Encd of 15t Quarter #ll Skaite: Husic
4:45pm Football-Sth | Audiions
Orade AWy V.
Sl ood
T:30pm Football-
Varsity Ay we.
Sl ood
21 30 31
T:00pm Fall Fay 1 2:0:0pim Girks
Swimirming
1 Zsebhpim Cnoss-
Ciouniry-Tvarsky
Aoy ve. TBA
T sl Fall Play
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South Prairie Art - First Grade Spotlight

by April Busch

This month first grade focused on thinking like an artist and using
their imagination. First they tried to come up with a unique dot
for International Dot Day. They brainstormed and experimented
creating unique dots and then their favorite dot was “framed” and
hung in a first grade mural across from the art room. Now they are
creating an Eric Carle inspired caterpillar.

The learning target this week was: I can create different types of
lines. I got an idea of their knowledge of lines from kindergarten as
they drew different line types in the air with their finger (air draw-
ing). We noticed how they came up with different types of lines for
the same topic (hop on one foot lines, merry-go-round lines, angry
lines, birthday lines) because artists see things differently and come
up with their own ideas.

I saw their growth from last year as they made up new types of lines
on their paper, different from their neighbors. First grade was in-

spired to paint by watching Eric Carle create one of his illustrations.

They had fun experimenting and talking about what they came up
with at their tables and seeing how watercolor paint resists heavy
crayon lines.

Permit No. 5
: ®
I A E =
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+ = W
-A*'.. » f

Below are students
v o

air drawing" and
showing different
types of lines for
different topics
that we discussed.




