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I’ve always strived for a naturalistic approach to 
color, grounded in the imperfections and unpredict-
ability, the richness and fullness, the grain and grit 
of film stock.

To me, storytelling at its core is filled with texture. 
The vulnerability of a great filmmaker manifests in 
the creative process – unpredictable, non-linear – 
and hopefully ends with a look that elicits visceral 
reactions from audiences. In uplifitng their vision, 
we transcend the dark room to support artists in 
creating a portfolio of work, one grade at a time, 
personalized for each project, and each filmmaker.

The Harbor color philosophy boils down to this: to 
labor over the creation of beautiful images while 
maintaining the illusion that we don’t work too hard 
to create beautiful images.

- Joe Gawler, Senior Colorist / Co-Founder, Harbor

A COLOR GRADING PHILOSOPHY
From the Notes of Joe Gawler
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Oisín O’Driscoll contains multitudes. When 
looked at from different angles, he appears 
to be three different people all together. 
This is because he can, at any time, be 
found in one of three settings – home, 
work, or play. 

Oisín is a serious professional who loves 
a lazy night in at home playing video 
games just as much as he loves a night 
out exploring the city’s newest speakeasy. 
Confident in his career path from a young 
age, Oisín ventured from his native Ireland 
to Chicago by way of London. His life can 
be defined as serendipitous, as he left 
home without a place to go, finding friends 
to live with in each city through chance 
encounters. 

When you think about it, there’s an Oisín 
fit for all of us. Which Oisín would you get 
along with best?
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[TRANSCRIPT OF LIVE 
NEWS BROADCAST PALM-
DALE TV 22 OCTOBER 1991]  
 
PAMELA: I’M PAMELA PALMETTO, LIVE 
OUTSIDE OF PHARMACY SKATE SHOP 
IN PALMDALE, CALIFORNIA WHERE 
A LOCAL YOUNG SKATER HAS MADE 
QUITE A STIR IN THE COMMUNITY.

[B-ROLL OF SKATING] BILLY HOBSON 
LOVES GRINDING ALL DAY IN THE 
PARK WITH FRIENDS. BUT THIS YOUNG 
PALMDALE RESIDENT IS MUCH MORE 
THAN YOUR TYPICAL SKATER BOY. 
HIS LOCAL CELEBRITY STATUS WAS 
CEMENTED LAST NIGHT WITH THE 
PREMIERE OF HIS SHORT FILM, 
“THE LAST TRY.”

[PAMELA WALKS ALONG SHORE] 
THE SCREENING TOOK PLACE LAST 
NIGHT ON THE PALMDALE COMMUNI-
TY BEACH TO A ROARING CROWD OF 
ADORING FANS. THE PARTY RAGED ON 
UNTIL SUNRISE, AT WHICH POINT THE 
LOCAL POLICE BROKE UP THE PARTY. 
WHILE THE PREMIERE WAS HEAVILY 
ATTENDED BY A TEENAGE CROWD, 
OLDER MEMBERS OF THE SKATE-
BOARDING COMMUNITY JOINED, LIKE 
LOCAL PALMDALE SKATEBOARD  
LEGEND, STEVE CARLSON. 

STEVE: KIDS THESE DAYS ARE SO 
GOOD WITH TECHNOLOGY. YOU’RE 
TELLING ME THIS KID FILMED HIMSELF 
AND THEN YOU KNOW, LIKE, TURNED 
IT INTO A REAL MOVIE AND EVERY-
THING, MAN? 

[OUTSIDE PHARMACY PALMDALE]  
PAMELA: WE CAUGHT UP WITH BILLY 
THIS MORNING ON HIS WAY INTO THE 
PHARMACY SKATE SHOP. HI BILLY, 
WELL, YOU’VE CERTAINLY GOT SOME 
DEVOTED FANS, ME INCLUDED. HOW 
DOES IT FEEL?

BILLY: AH, WELL WE DIDN’T 
EXPECT IT TO BE RECEIVED SO WELL. 
I REALLY ENJOY SKATING AND I LIKE 
TO MAKE MOVIES WITH MY BROTHER, 
SO COMBINING THE TWO WAS JUST 
A NATURAL PROGRESSION OF 
THINGS, I GUESS. 

PAMELA: ANY PLANS IN THE WORKS 
FOR “THE LAST TRY 2?” 

BILLY: NOT CURRENTLY, PAMELA. 
[CHUCKLES] I’M NOT SURE WHAT MY 
NEXT MOVE IS, BUT I THINK I’M GOING 
TO APPLY TO FILM SCHOOL IN THE 
FALL AND MOVE IN WITH MY GIRL-
FRIEND. OH, AND OF COURSE, MORE 
SKATEBOARDING. 

PAMELA: THAT’S FANTASTIC. THANK 
YOU FOR SHARING YOUR STORY WITH 
THE COMMUNITY BILLY. WE HAVE 
A MESSAGE NOW FROM, PERHAPS, 
YOUR BIGGEST FAN.

[CUT TO JOEY AT SKATE PARK]
JOEY: I MET BILLY HOBSON ONCE 
WHEN HE WAS WORKING AT THE 
ONE-HOUR PHOTO COUNTER. I ASKED 
HIM, “ARE YOU BILLY HOBSON?” AND 
HE SAID, “YES.” IT WAS TIGHT. 

PAMELA: FROM PALMDALE, CALIFOR-
NIA, I’M PAMELA PALMETTO, BACK TO 
ERIKA AND MARK IN THE STUDIO. 
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Local Palmdale, California skateboard legend, 
Billy Hobson, discovered his love for filmmaking 
at the skatepark where he shot and edited his 
first short film, “The Last Try.” And yes, while 
working at a one-hour photo, a young boy, 
starstruck, really walked up to him and asked, 
“Are you Billy Hobson?” 

Billy also did meet his wife in high school. 
At that young age, he was sure of a few things: 
his life partner, leaving Palmdale, and film 
school. At film school, he found color grading. 
With that last piece in place, the rest is history. 
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