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John Doe # 1, et al. v. New York City Department of Education,
16-CV-1684(NGG)(RLM) Report for Fall Semester 2019-2020

Period of Analysis: 9/5/2019-1/27/2020 (Fall Semester)

The following report is provided in accordance with the requirements of the stipulation of settlement in
John Doe # 1, et al. v. New York City Department of Education (the “Stipulation”). It includes data
regarding “Bullying Complaints” as defined in the Stipulation. Pursuant to the Stipulation, “Bullying
Complaints” are allegations of student-on-student bullying, harassment, intimidation and/or discrimination,
including sexual harassment. An individual complaint may have more than one victim. Unless otherwise
specified, the data reported here is based on individual students who are alleged to be victims, not on
incidents. Through an investigative process, which is documented in DOE’s Online Occurrence
Reporting System (“OORS”), schools determine if these allegations rise to the level of a violation of
Chancellor's Regulation A-832 (a “Material Incident”).

The DOE is also required to file reports in accordance with Local Law 51, the requirements of which differ
from the reporting requirements under the Stipulation. Accordingly, the Local Law 51 report, which will be
posted on the DOE’s website by May 31, 2020, will include information about student misconduct not
considered to be Bullying Complaints under the Stipulation, but which were determined to be violations of
Chancellor's Reqgulation A-832.
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Table Annotations:

Header Row

Parents/guardians of alleged victims must be notified of Bullying Complaints, as defined by the

Stipulation, unless it is unsafe to do so.

1.

In certain limited circumstances, a school may determine

that there are reasons which indicate that notifying the parent/guardian may pose a safety threat
to the student. This report only displays the number of parents/guardians notified timely and

those who were not. During the reporting period, there were 17 instances where a school

indicated that it was unsafe to notify the parent/guardian.

2. During the reporting period, various programming and design issues resulted in incomplete data
for 713 of the required Parent Notifications. Consequently, this chart may not reflect all the

Parent Notifications that were actually given to parents/guardians. The DOE has been working to

resolve each of these issues.
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3. NODs are required to be sent to the parent/guardian of the alleged victim(s) for all Bullying
Complaints post-investigation. The Stipulation requires a NOD to be sent to the
parents/guardians of the victim(s), whether or not the complaint is substantiated, within ten (10)
school days of receipt of the Bullying Complaint unless there are extenuating circumstances.
NODs are not sent if the school previously determined that it was unsafe to notify the
parent/guardian. The report displays the number of NODs sent in accordance with the
requirements of the Stipulation and those that were not sent in accordance with the Stipulation.

4. In September and October, programming issues in OORS prevented schools from entering data
in OORS regarding NODs, including the date a NOD was sent. This field was added to OORS in
the end of October 2019. Of the NODs for which data was not entered into OORS, 1,120 are due
to this programming issue.

5. Column K displays the number of Material Incidents, as defined in the Stipulation. The DOE
investigates all incidents of student misconduct to determine appropriate follow-up action. As a
result, in addition to the number of Material Incidents substantiated from Bullying Complaints
reported in Column K of this report, the DOE determined that there were 1,558 additional
incidents of student misconduct that were not considered to be Bullying Complaints under the
Stipulation but which, after investigation, were determined to be violations of Chancellor’s
Regulation A-832. Please see Local Law 51 Report which will be posted on the DOE’s website
by May 31, 2020.

6. As per the Stipulation, all victims of Material Incidents must be provided with S&I unless the
school determines that S&I are not warranted.

7. Atthe end of December 2019, OORS was modified to ensure that schools either enter the S&I to
be provided to a victim of a Material Incident or indicate that it has been determined that S&l are
not warranted. Prior to this adjustment, schools could provide S&l without making an entry into
SOHO/OORS. Therefore, there are 944 victims of Materials Incidents for which there are no S&l
documented in OORS. Consequently, this chart may not reflect all students for whom the school
determined that S&I were warranted.

Cell Annotations
The symbol “*” is used to protect data in accordance with the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act
(FERPA). Any value that reflects one (1) to four (4) students has been redacted as well as any number

that in combination with other numbers would allow determination of the value of a redacted number.
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